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FADE IN:

INT. HOSPITAL ER - NIGHT

A very bedraggled teenager named BRIT is strapped to a 
gurney. Her FATHER looks down on her. A NURSE approaches. 

NURSE
Sign here. 

EXT. OUTSIDE A HOME IN A RICH NEIGHBORHOOD - DAY

New York state. Brit and her father emerge from a car. 

BRIT
Thank God, we’re home.

BRIT'S FATHER
Okay, we need to talk.

BRIT
Dad, I been in the car for hours.

BRIT'S FATHER
Me too. Kid, I’ve had it. You 
missed so much school the principal 
threatened to have me arrested. You 
maxed out my credit cards, you 
wrecked my car, the house, the 
abortion. I'm broke. I never know 
where you are or whether you’re 
alive. And then last night.

BRIT
Dad –

BRIT'S FATHER
I get a call saying you got drunk 
and punched a cop, they strap you 
down in the psych ward. In New 
York. I don’t live in New York. I 
look at the phone, deciding whether 
to leave you there. 

BRIT
You did what?

BRIT'S FATHER
While I was going up to get you, I 
told your mother to get the locks 
changed. I’m going in, you’re not.



Her MOTHER emerges with a trash bag.

BRIT'S MOTHER
Your clothes.

The parents reenter the house. She stands there with a frozen 
face. She turns the door handle. It's locked. She looks at 
the street. She struggles with the bag, and begins to walk 
down a road with no sidewalk. A car avoids her. 

INT. SMALL COUNTY LOCKUP - NIGHT

Brit, with trashy makeup, enters and finds a deputy, GEORGE. 
A girl named COURTNEY is in a cell. Courtney's jeans are 
fashionably ripped. Upstate New York. 

BRIT
Is he gone? I’m hungry and it’s 12 
degrees outside. 

She hits him, lightly, with a folder.

BRIT (CONT'D)
There ya go, assaulting an officer.

GEORGE
Fine. You have the right to remain -

BRIT
Yeah, yeah. Get me my beans. 

She swings herself into the cell. George returns with food. 

BRIT (CONT'D)
How old are you? Why are you here?

COURTNEY
I stole cereal and vitamins…run out 
of food, I figure with vitamins…

BRIT
Where do you live?

COURTNEY
Right now? Here, I guess. I am 
temporarily without a roof.

GEORGE
Here’s your beans. We’re doing the 
Breathalyzer test tonight?

BRIT
Crap. Oh, fine.
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COURTNEY
Breathalyzer? Drunk driving?

BRIT
I give him the Breathalyzer test on 
his Johnson. I’m a pro. I do him 
once a week, he stays off my back. 
Be nice to the deputies, you’re 
going to get to know em real good.

COURTNEY
Be nice, like the Breathalyzer?

GEORGE
Hey, babe.

BRIT
Baby, at least let me digest.

EXT. UNDER AN UNDERPASS - NIGHT

Homeless people including Brit, Courtney, and teens named 
CHELSEA and ROGER flee police with bags, boxes, tents etc. 

BRIT
This is Courtney. She's couch 
surfing, ran out of couches. We’ll 
show you how to shop. Ten of us run 
in the store and grab food. You get 
caught and get dinner at the jail.

CHELSEA
Whoever grabs maxi pads gets a kiss 
from Mommy!

COURTNEY
I'm getting arrested for stealing?

BRIT
George is on duty. Tomorrow you'd 
get the shit beat out of you. 

COURTNEY
Can’t you panhandle?

BRIT
Not here. Damn, I'm cold. 

COURTNEY
Seems like yesterday I was 
complaining my mother got the wrong 
kind of Pringles. 

(MORE)
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I made fun of the kids in the 
trailer park. Where's your family?

CHELSEA
Just don't. I can’t eat sympathy.

ROGER
Doctor bill wiped us out. I hustled 
pool til a biker cracked my molar.

GIRL
Horny uncle hitting on me.

SECOND GIRL
Came out to my parents, they dumped 
me in the woods and drove off. Six 
of us girls here, came out. 

BOY
Factory closed. Nothing like that 
look in your father’s face, he 
knows he can’t feed you.

MIDDLE-AGED MAN
Bank bought the cheap houses, kick 
people out. Used to coach soccer.

CHELSEA
We got rules. Don’t make trouble 
for the rest of us: don’t mess with 
the police, no hoarding, no 
stealing, leave the girls alone. 

BRIT
Nobody has seen Taylor?

CHELSEA
Not for days. 

COURTNEY
Taylor? Boy or girl?

BRIT
I'm Batman, she's Robin. Taylor 
never left my side. She's only 12, 
she showed up in Ariel underpants --

COURTNEY
Ariel, like the Disney --

BRIT
She's a baby. Disappeared. Let's 
sleep, no cops for a change. 

COURTNEY (CONT'D)
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They snuggle in for the night, shivering. 

EXT. OUTSIDE A SCHOOL - DAY

The boy from the previous scene, with a sack, emerges from 
the trees outside a school. Students and a cop watch. 

KID
Geez, you stink. 

SECOND KID
Don't suppose you got your homework 
in that bag. 

BOY
Could I borrow somebody's phone?

COP
Sorry, kid, can't go to the school 
unless you have an address. Go on. 

The kid returns to the trees. 

EXT. OUTSIDE A SHOP - NIGHT

Brit and her pals flee a shop with snacks, only to see police 
cars swoop in. Also under arrest is a bloodied homeless man 
on a nearby bench. Down the street, Roger jumps out of a 
dumpster and limps into the darkness. 

INT. SMALL COUNTY LOCKUP - NIGHT

Another deputy, EVERARD, escorts a bleeding Courtney, Brit, 
the boy and Chelsea into the cell. George follows. 

EVERARD
In you go. You can tell the judge 
you’re sorry Monday morning.

BRIT
When do we eat?

EVERARD
When you pay, that’s when. New 
rule. 

CHELSEA
Ain't got money! Why you think we 
stole doughnuts, Bullwinkle?
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EVERARD
What's that? Bullwinkle? Come here.

He looks at her, then escorts her to another room. 

GEORGE
New sheriff declared war on all the 
homeless. Watch your ass, Brit. 
Apologize to the judge. Don’t tell 
em who you are, he knows you’re the 
ringleader. Jane Doe all the way!

EXT. CITY STREET - DAY

Deputies padlock two storefronts and remove benches. 

EVARARD
Shut down the shelter and the blood 
bank both, shoo these hobos out of 
here. 

A deputy dumps rat poison into a dumpster. 

EVARARD (CONT'D)
Anybody sleeping in the train 
station, ER, the diner, the church. 
Every one we catch, dump em out on 
the interstate. Break up the herd. 

He proceeds down the street where policemen pull a mother and 
daughter out of a car. A tow truck carts the car away. 

EXT. INTERSTATE - DAY

Way, way out in the boonies, no signs of life except the 
highway. A teenage girl is pulled out of a police car and 
uncuffed. The car drives off. She looks around helplessly. A 
semi truck, horn hooting, roars by. 

EXT. WOODS - NIGHT

Police searchlights fade away. Brit, Chelsea, Courtney, Roger 
huddle in blankets; other homeless nearby. Old women, CHARLOT 
and PETER, join them. Roger tapes his foot with duct tape. 
Brit has a can of beer in her jacket. 

ROGER
We lost folks on the way. If we can 
stay in one spot, get boxes and 
blankets. Can we go to New York?
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PETER
New York was great back when. Sleep 
in the porn houses. Then they kick 
us out of the shelters, ERs, pour 
ammonia in the subway.   

ROGER
Got caught going through a dumpster 
for stale bread. Ran away, stepped 
on sheet metal. Can't live on the 
street without your feet!

COURTNEY
Call the tape, repair job. Can’t 
believe I cut my jeans on purpose.

BRIT
Is that soup kitchen going to open? 
I'd even eat the succotash. What 
I'd give for a cheesesteak, from 
Philly. With the Cheese Whiz. Soup. 
Anything hot.

CHELSEA
Shut up! New Years, miss Christmas. 
What would we do with presents? 

Peter crosses to a mother with a sick baby. 

PETER
Baby has the flu. We let you stay, 
we all get it. 

MOM
You kick me out, she dies!

BRIT
This is how we tell the seasons. 
When it gets cold, they come in 
threes. Jack gets pneumonia. Sandy 
suicide. Joey ODs. And in the 
summer, the rapes. Hey, scored a 
can of Bud. Anybody who’s been 
raped, gets a swig. 

Two girls take a swig. Then Roger takes a swig.

CHELSEA
I call bullshit.

ROGER
Philadelphia. Never get busted on a 
Friday. 

(MORE)
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Judge don’t come til Monday, lockup 
is full of drunks cause the Flyers 
made the playoffs, they send me to 
big-boy jail. ...No sign of Taylor? 
-- Dammit!

Police raid chases the homeless into a cornfield. A dead body 
awaits the cops. Courtney cuffed in the back of a cruiser. 

INT. SELF-STORAGE UNIT - NIGHT

The homeless kids huddle inside, when the storage manager 
opens their door. 

MANAGER
Clean up your crap, get out. 

EXT. INDUSTRIAL AREA - NIGHT

The homeless kids regroup. Cop car rolls by. 

COURTNEY
I was trying to make money –

BRIT
Being a pro takes a lot more smarts 
than you seem to have. You set up 
your dog and pony right near the 
jail. Sheriff is on the warpath.

COURTNEY
I didn’t mean to cause trouble –

CHELSEA
Your bad luck is becoming our bad 
luck. Did you make any money? Well, 
break, bitch. Let’s see the cash.

COURTNEY
What, you’re my pimp now?

BRIT
Don’t even joke. Just pray the real 
pimps don’t catch you. Sheriff is 
hunting me. I’ll do a month as a 
lot lizard and then come find you.

COURTNEY
Lot lizard?

BRIT
Work truckers at the truckstop.

ROGER (CONT'D)
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Brit goes off by herself, begins to cry. Peter follows. 

BRIT (CONT'D)
You're a dead ringer for my mom. 
Threw my clothes into the driveway. 

PETER
You're doing a hell of a job, 
taking care of these people. 

BRIT
I don’t want to! I want to curl up 
with a blanket and pizza and the 
Disney channel! Take everything we 
have, now they break us apart. 

PETER
Geez, come out of your shell….

It begins to rain, very hard. 

BRIT
Hurricane. Story about Noah and the 
flood, thought God was mean. Maybe 
it's mercy. Instead of dying slow, 
inch by inch, let lightning burn 
this place down, the water wash us 
away. What if everybody could feel 
afraid like we do at night?

EXT. TRUCKSTOP - NIGHT

Brit is in the parking lot, going from truck to truck. She 
scans the horizon, and sees a few homeless people at the edge 
of the nearby woods, and along a nearby railroad. More rain. 

EXT. CITY STREETS - NIGHT

Montage. Kids run to empty houses, a factory, a park, getting 
shot at by farmers, hiding in a rapidly flooding storm drain. 

EXT. OPEN FIELD - DAY

Brit finds a three new homeless hiding among cornstalks. 

BRIT
Three days I’ve been in wet 
clothes. Where are all the kids?
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NEW KID
We grabbed our bags and ran. They 
kept chasing us. Chelsea lost 
Roger, kids scattered everywhere.

BRIT
Our posse is gone.

NEW KID
You left us! No, Taylor isn't here.  

Police units show up, and corner Brit and Courtney.

EXT. OUTSIDE JAIL - DAY

Everard brings Brit and Courtney to two handsome young men, 
CROWBAR and HIGH TOP, who shove them into a windowless van.

BRIT
Oh, shit. 

INT. NICE ITALIAN RESTAURANT - NIGHT

Crowbar and High Top enter, followed by two beefy SECURITY 
GUYS who block the exits. Crowbar carries a crowbar, as he 
does in every scene. High Top wears high top sneakers.

HIGH TOP
Ladies and gentlemen, can I have 
your attention. This restaurant is 
going to have a special guest.

FEMALE DINER
The president. I heard he was in –

HIGH TOP
No, it’s not the President. The 
good news – dinner’s on us. 
Everybody! Go wild! I’m going to 
ask you to stay at your tables. I’m 
also going to collect your phones.

DINER
Now wait just a –

FEMALE DINER
Baby. They're not Secret Service.

HIGH TOP
No, we’re not. Please have a seat.

A tense moment with the diner. 
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FEMALE DINER
Just give them the phone and get 
yourself a nice lobster.

HIGH TOP
Fabulous choice. The veal is 
fantastic. We’ll all have a nice 
quiet night, if everybody does what 
they’re told. The waiters will just 
bring the checks to me.

He pulls out a pillowcase. The room is shocked and still.

HIGH TOP (CONT'D)
Phones in the bag, please.

(waits)
Was I in any way unclear?

CROWBAR
Waiter? What’s your name?

WAITER
Javier.

CROWBAR
Where you from? 

WAITER
Dominican.

CROWBAR
A lot of Dominicans in my old job.

(reading the menu)
I am in heaven! You have pollo fra 
diavolo? I like the spicy stuff.

WAITER
Excellent choice, sir.

CROWBAR
You make it with peppers?

WAITER
Excuse me? Sir?

CROWBAR
What kind of peppers in the 
chicken? Jalapeno tastes bitter. 
The habanero, too much for the 
tourist trade.

WAITER
I think we just use red pepper 
flakes. The dry kind. Sorry.
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CROWBAR
It’s okay, Javier. You didn’t know.

He looks around at the dead-silent room.

CROWBAR (CONT'D)
Please, have a good time! Don’t be 
afraid of the dessert cart!

High Top approaches a diner who is still using his phone, 
takes it away, and lights up a cigarette.

WAITER
Sir, there’s no smoking –- nothing.

HIGH TOP
Miss? The phone.

GIRL
I just got it today. My birthday. 

HIGH TOP
Congratulations! Don’t worry, I 
won’t toss it in with the rest.

(sticks it in his pocket)
Everybody mind their own business.

Mob boss Paul MORETTI arrives.

CROWBAR
Mister Moretti.

MORETTI
No names. That's a bag of phones. 
Get these damn things away from me.

CROWBAR
Where I come from, people see me in 
a restaurant, they call the other 
gangs, people get shot up. I meet a 
big player like you, the whole 
joint goes phone-free.

MORETTI
You brought a project to my city.

CROWBAR
College town nearby, safer. 

MORETTI
And the business is girls.
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CROWBAR
We keep some girls in town where 
the customers are, the rest we keep 
outside, in Shoe Town and in the 
Jezebel House, so we can ship the 
girls across the country. 

HIGH TOP
Every girl gets moved. We grab em 
in the suburbs, we want the dads in 
the suburbs as customers, we don’t 
want to hand some girl off to her 
father, so we ship em out west.

MORETTI
There are already pimps here.

CROWBAR
We’ve dealt with that before.

MORETTI
Don’t want bodies all over the 
streets.  No underage kids, careful 
when you take em out of state. You 
pay me a hundred grand up front. 
And a piece of the pie every month.

CROWBAR
A hundred.

MORETTI
Think of it as health insurance.

CROWBAR
(senses someone behind 
him)

And what does a guy have to do to 
have a private conversation? 
Somebody’s gonna hear something 
that’s bad for their health –

He turns to see the birthday girl. Looks her over. 

GIRL
I’m sorry. I need the bathroom.

He consents with a wave of his head. The girl scurries off.

EXT. COLLEGE QUAD - DAY

Crowbar chats with ADAM, an undercover cop. Adam is young, 
clean-shaven, well-adjusted. He's not the "cop on the edge". 
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CROWBAR
Welcome to our fraternity, our 
home. First task as pledge: get 
snapshots of ten girls without them 
noticing.

Adam is scoping out the girls in another part of the quad. 

CROWBAR (CONT'D)
Next, get phone numbers from one of 
those girls.

Adam is chatting the girls up in a new spot.

CROWBAR (CONT'D)
Did you keep your mouth shut? Next, 
got one hour to get one of those 
girls to come to our front door.

A girl does so, as Adam chats another girl up.

CROWBAR (CONT'D)
She’s local, her father’s a cop? 
Okay. Now we know to steer clear.

EXT. CAR DRIVING DOWN THE INTERSTATE - DAY

High Top and Adam are driving in the boonies.

HIGH TOP
Stop the car. Take the tags off. 
Take this car and get it all the 
way back to the frat house without 
getting nailed by the cops. If you 
get nailed, don’t give us up.

Crowbar has pulled up, and he whisks High Top away. Adam is 
standing in the road with a screwdriver.

INT. FRATERNITY HOUSE - NIGHT

Crowbar and Adam drink beer. A party. 

CROWBAR
We talked it over. Congratulations.

ADAM
This isn’t exactly a fraternity.
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CROWBAR
We are a brotherhood. We find men 
who are looking for women, and we 
supply the women.

ADAM
Sounds more like a business.

CROWBAR
We have no student loans, all cash.

ADAM
All those pledge stunts –

CROWBAR
See if you got the tools. Girls 
need persuading to see things our 
way. Tonight you do the driving so 
we know you’re on the team all the 
way.

ADAM
Is it like this every time?

CROWBAR
I’m a good judge of character but 
sometimes there’s a mistake. We 
don’t want to explore that path. 

ADAM
I knew a guy here dealing dope.

CROWBAR
Sell a load of drugs, it’s gone. 
You put a girl in the pipeline, she 
cranks out cash for years. 

ADAM
Drugs don't cause trouble like 
girls do.

CROWBAR
Yeah, I'm like a lion tamer, with a 
whip and a chair. Break em quick, 
break em hard. So, you straightened 
out in the head?

INT. SMALL HOTEL VENUE - NIGHT

Crowbar and Adam await a young recruiter, CRYSTAL, at a 
table. 
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CROWBAR
Don’t want trashy girls. Lowlifes 
grab the runaways, addicts, get 
arrested cruising the high schools. 
You gotta think big, go to the nice 
suburbs, get the cheerleaders. It’s 
filet mignon or nothing.

ADAM
That’s impossible.

CROWBAR
Got a secret weapon. I get the 
girls to do my recruiting. And 
there she is, come here Crystal! 
Find me some USDA prime today?

Teenage girls arrive. 

ADAM
They’re kids. Middle school.

CROWBAR
Like diamonds on the market. The 
younger ones are here for modeling 
and acting auditions. The older 
ones came for catering and au pair.

CRYSTAL
Hi, girls, which ad?

GIRL 
Wow, I’ve never been in a hotel 
like this. Um, modeling, but I 
really want the acting.

He touches a girl under her chin.

CROWBAR
How old are you? We’re careful 
about underage girls. Maybe I’ll be 
your boyfriend. I’ll take care of 
you.

INT. SWANKY PARTY IN NEW YORK - NIGHT

High Top brings a cup to a pretty teenager.

YOUNG ACTRESS
Where are we?
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HIGH TOP
You sing, you act, rare 
combination.

YOUNG ACTRESS
My parents have no clue. I love 
Manhattan.

HIGH TOP
We’re having a pool party.

YOUNG ACTRESS
Don’t have a suit.

HIGH TOP
Got stuff make you feel good, like 
you’re ready to take over the town.

YOUNG ACTRESS
I’m a little scared.

HIGH TOP
You know I love you, baby.

YOUNG ACTRESS
Lots of kids here.

HIGH TOP
Great place to be young.

YOUNG ACTRESS
And these older guys.

HIGH TOP
Casting agent, manager, acting 
coach, he’s a guardian for some 
sitcom kid. That photographer pays 
for special pictures, make you look 
beautiful. We can spend the night 
in the playroom, watch TV.

YOUNG ACTRESS
Is it okay?

HIGH TOP
Everybody knows, the studios. See 
the agent? He got the star of that 
new superhero franchise –

YOUNG ACTRESS
Big guy with the cape?
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HIGH TOP
Want to meet him? He can make you a 
star. You ready for the big 
leagues? Kids who act like kids 
don’t get far. You all grown up?

YOUNG ACTRESS
Some of these guys make movies?

HIGH TOP
All kinds of movies.

He pushes her hair from her face. Looks at the rest of her.

HIGH TOP (CONT'D)
You have amazing skin. You want a 
boyfriend? Somebody treat you nice?

YOUNG ACTRESS
Where are we?

HIGH TOP
See, a girl's got to be careful. 
Always open your own drink. Never 
let somebody just pour you one. 

She looks down at her cup: she's figured it out. He takes the 
cup before it spills, and dumps it into a potted plant. Her 
head slowly leans back against the wall. She is still. 

INT. INSIDE OF A LARGE VAN – DAY

A girl named JASMINE stands behind a van with High Top in a 
nice suit. The van has primitive seats, no side doors and no 
windows.

JASMINE
We have time for tacos before the 
concert? Didn't catch your name.

HIGH TOP
Sooner you hop in, we get going. 
Your father set it all up for you.

She gets in and sees a young girl, PAYTON, High Top, and two 
large security guys, also in suits, who sit in the back near 
the door.

HIGH TOP (CONT'D)
Did you go to the ladies’ room?

JASMINE
I’m sorry? Um, yes. All set.
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HIGH TOP
It can be hard to find a bathroom.

The girls look at each other. The van is now moving. 

JASMINE
My name is Jasmine.

PAYTON
Payton. Going to the concert?       

They look around. Jasmine turns to the big guys in the back.

JASMINE
Hi, my name is Jasmine.

Silence.

FIRST SECURITY GUY
I like these new vans.

HIGH TOP
Not comfortable, but big fuel 
tanks. You can go for hundreds of 
miles without stopping.

FIRST SECURITY GUY
As long as you go to the bathroom.

PAYTON
Jasmine.

Terrified look the girls' faces. The girls begin to cry.

FIRST SECURITY GUY
Chief, they figured it out.

JASMINE
Figured it out? Where are we?

HIGH TOP
Your father owes me a lot of money. 
And you get to help. You work with 
me, and we pay off the debt.

JASMINE
But wait, I can’t –

PAYTON
My boyfriend will come for me!

HIGH TOP
Your boyfriend sold you to me.
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PAYTON
He loves me!

HIGH TOP
He didn’t even sell you to pay a 
debt. He wanted cash for a truck. I 
paid for you, now you earn it back.

JASMINE
I want to leave.

HIGH TOP
Well, we’re heading home now.

JASMINE
I want to leave!

HIGH TOP
Well, you can take it up with these 
fellas in the back.

PAYTON
He didn’t even say goodbye. Where 
are we?

HIGH TOP
Yeah, too bad there’s no windows. I 
do love this new car smell. 

INT. GARAGE - NIGHT

The van pulls into a garage. The two big guys immediately 
head for the two exits, blocking both.

FIRST SECURITY GUY
The Jezebel House. Relax, a hundred 
girls came here before you, turned 
out fine. Hey, back upstairs!

He's pointing at a girl of 16, JILL, who has peeped around a 
corner, watching.

INT. SMALL REMOTE HOUSE - NIGHT

The security boys bring Jasmine and Payton in; Adam watches. 
Other girls, including one with a black eye, watch. 

FIRST SECURITY GUY
See this girl? This is what back-
sass gets you. Get their IDs.

He looks at Adam to see how he reacts. He searches the girls.
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FIRST SECURITY GUY (CONT'D)
We take care of your phones for you 
– you don’t touch any phones, you 
don’t touch the cash. Ever.

The girls watch helplessly as their phones disappear.

FIRST SECURITY GUY (CONT'D)
Nice clean girls, no stripper 
names, no Amber, no Destiny. Daddy 
isn’t coming, local cops never 
heard of you. Dangerous place. So 
we’re here to take care of you.

CROWBAR
Don’t cry, girl. I’ll be your 
boyfriend. Take you shopping, get 
out of those ratty jeans. Okay 
girls, everybody smile for me!

INT. SMALL ROOM - NIGHT

Jasmine, Payton meet other girls in blankets on the floor. 

GIRL 1
Working around the room. Lesbian 
got tossed out by my parents.

GIRL 2
Got screwed by my mother’s 
boyfriend. I told my mom, she sold 
me to Crowbar.

GIRL 3
Got sold by my foster parents. Hey. 
Be an actress. There’s no crying in 
baseball. Bad for business.

PAYTON
He’s not gonna be my boyfriend.

BRIT
Is there anybody here who didn’t 
start out as Crowbar’s girlfriend?

GIRL 2
When he says I love you, watch out. 
He’s either gonna lie to you, sell 
you, or hit you.
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BRIT
I really want a shower. Another 
night with the guy who farts. A 
solid hour, fucking and farting.

GIRL 2
Did 25 tonight, 12 of them wanted 
foreplay. Gonna start lactating.

PAYTON
This business about paying off a 
debt. Does that ever happen?

GIRL 3
Don’t get comfortable here, in a 
few months you move to a new city. 

PAYTON
What happens when a girl gets old?

Males voices outside. 

BRIT
Some say Asia. Some say, chain saw.  
Hey, we need to shut it. Heard them 
talking about Tenancingo again.

PAYTON
Tenancingo?

GIRL 2
Mexico. Slave market. Places you 
don’t want to be: Cingo, Shoe Town, 
the Jezebel House, the pimp’s ball 
in New York, they buy girls. Young 
girls get shipped out fast. Shh!

GIRL 4
(entering)

Um, there's blood in the toilet. 

GIRL 1
Every night, get used to it. 
Bleeding, bite marks, bruises, like 
the Jets locker room in here. 

EXT. A CITY STREET - NIGHT

Adam, Jasmine and High Top look for customers.

HIGH TOP
New girl, the motel. Stay close but 
not too close. Smile, girl!
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JASMINE
Where are we?

The girl is terrified. She sees nothing she recognizes. A 
long moment, and a JOHN appears. 

JASMINE (CONT'D)
Hi. Looking for a party? Just give 
it to my friend. We’re over here.

JOHN
You sure she’s 18?

HIGH TOP
Absolutely.

EXT. NEW YORK STREET - NIGHT

Jasmine even more terrified. High Top impatient. 

JASMINE
Um, can I ask a favor?

HIGH TOP
You want what?

JASMINE
This will pull in more money. You 
got me on Andre tonight? Big guy?

HIGH TOP
He doesn’t like Debbie anymore.

JASMINE
I saw the bruises. Can I do him at 
the end of the night?

HIGH TOP
I’m supposed to make this 
convenient for you?

JASMINE
If Andre does a number on my face, 
I can’t work the rest of the night. 
Cash out of your pocket.

HIGH TOP
You know the lidocaine trick? Guy 
like Andre, use lidocaine on your 
vag, numb you out if he gets rough.

JASMINE
But the sheets --
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HIGH TOP
Don’t worry about blood, do laundry 
later. I’ll get you some weed. I 
always take care of you. Smile!

INT. MOTEL ROOM -- NIGHT

Jasmine enters the room, masking her terror. ANDRE is there, 
putting a knife and a gun on a table.

ANDRE
Finally made it.

JASMINE
I’m Jasmine, I’m working my way 
through college –

ANDRE
Don’t need your life story, I got a 
business to run.

JASMINE
Got all kinds of condoms –

ANDRE
Got no time for all that –

He drops his pants.

JASMINE
Actually, a little foreplay might 
do the trick, give you a nice 
smooth ride down there –

He shoves her back onto the bed.

ANDRE
Don’t have time for that neither.

INT. SMALL REMOTE HOUSE - NIGHT

Adam brings Jasmine, face blackened, to confront Crowbar.

ADAM
I had no clue, the guy got rough.

CROWBAR
You pay attention. And you! Want to 
spend the night in the trunk?

JASMINE
This one wasn’t my fault! Okay?
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ADAM
He was an asshole. I handled it.

Crowbar looks at her.

CROWBAR
Black eye, two days off. You owe me 
for the lost days. You know you’re 
going deeper in the hole, right?

INT. SMALL REMOTE HOUSE - DAY

Crowbar, High Top confront Brit. 

CROWBAR
You can’t keep em in line until you 
know what’s in their heads. One day 
you kiss em, next day it's the 
other thing. 

BRIT
It’s two months, no period.

CROWBAR
You didn’t use a condom?

BRIT
What do you want me to do when they 
say no condoms and they got guns?

CROWBAR
Never you mind, got it covered.

BRIT
Take me to a doctor?

CROWBAR
This can be solved using products 
every woman has under the sink, 
goodbye baby. Couple days you be 
burning a little, a little 
vacation, we get you new nails and 
a tan, then back to work.

INT. SMALL BEDROOM - DAY

Continuation, Crowbar and High Top proceed to another room. A 
long look at Payton. 

CROWBAR
And now my other problem.
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High Top pulls an extension cord out of a drawer. He whips 
Payton across the back and takes out a gun. 

HIGH TOP
Punch em in the head, not the face. 

CROWBAR
You had cash in your bag?

PAYTON
Honest, I forgot –

CROWBAR
Girls don’t keep cash. Ever. Trivia 
question: What’s 33 Tyler Street?

PAYTON
My dad.

CROWBAR
I know where your family lives.

PAYTON
I forgot –

HIGH TOP
You can’t remember what I say, 
you’re no use. Sell her to Antoine?

CROWBAR
He caters to the rough trade, white 
girls bruise easy....I give you 
girls travel, adventure, romance, 
and you can’t be trusted.

INT. FRATERNITY HOUSE – NIGHT

A dad arrives with a gun. He confronts Crowbar and High Top.

DAD
Looking for my daughter. Amy. Got 
laid off, got nothing to lose.

Crowbar calmly walks over, looks at him, and disarms him.

CROWBAR
Not that often I get a decision 
this easy. Let’s tune him up, right 
in front of his daughter.

HIGH TOP
No, let’s tune up his daughter, 
right in front of him.
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CROWBAR
Too late, shipped her out. Asia. 
Made a fortune.

HIGH TOP
He knows where we are.

INT. CELLAR OF THE REMOTE HOUSE - DAY

High Top and Crowbar take the Dad into a cellar. There's a 
chain saw.

CROWBAR
Think any idiot can buy a chain saw 
and chop things. Gotta know 
science, get the right gas, the 
oil. You get it wrong, spark plugs 
foul up, engine seizes up...Relax! 
We’re gonna kill you first. Then 
the chain saw. We’re not savages.

And the chain saw is revved up.

INT. CELLAR OF THE REMOTE HOUSE - NIGHT

Payton is chained to a wall. The security guy watches.

FIRST SECURITY GUY
Sleep has to be earned. Wild horse 
got to know when she’s broke.

PAYTON
I’m sorry –

FIRST SECURITY GUY
You're lucky. He’s short of girls. 
Otherwise you get the Jezebel 
House. Get a new owner, Thailand, 
Macau, carve his name in your skin. 
You won’t forget where you belong.

PAYTON
I need to pee. I won’t do it again. 

FIRST SECURITY GUY
No, you won’t. Next time you're on 
the boat.  Soon as the eye heals, 
you make up for lost time.
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INT. DINER - NIGHT

High Top confers with a trafficker, BLUE HAT, older than High 
Top; he wears a blue hat. 

HIGH TOP
You’re the boss’s enforcer?

BLUE HAT
When he needs his more serious 
problems solved, permanently.

HIGH TOP
I’ve done a few of those.

BLUE HAT
Yeah, I’ve heard.

HIGH TOP
What’s that supposed to mean?

BLUE HAT
An amateur should listen to a pro. 
You like heavy work? Ditch that 
coat, witness gonna nail you. That 
big gun, all it’s good for is break 
your arm and shoot up the sky. Last 
time out, you took that car –

HIGH TOP
I stole it.

BLUE HAT
Drove straight from the hit to the 
boss’s club. If you worked for me, 
I'd have plugged you right there. 
For that. You steal a car, do the 
hit, drive to a ballgame. Dive into 
the crowd, grab a cab. And you 
don't use a freakin' chain saw.

HIGH TOP
(holds fingers like a gun)

How many people have you sent on 
their way? Or is that nosy?

BLUE HAT
Guys who steal, talk to the cops, 
break contracts. One guy got hooked 
on his own junk, too unreliable.

HIGH TOP
And the occasional war.
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BLUE HAT
Some new guy wants power, revenge.

HIGH TOP
What if you were the up-and-coming 
guy? Or me? Want to move up?

BLUE HAT
You work muscle a while, word gets 
around. Gets hard to sneak up on a 
guy. Once I meet a girl in a bar, 
guess who walks in? Head of the 
Jamaican racket. He pissed his 
pants – I was there to get my girl 
a Cape Cod, he thinks I’m there to 
blow him away. ...You want to take 
on Crowbar? You sweet college boys, 
the romance is off?

INT. LIVING ROOM OF THE REMOTE HOUSE - DAY

Crowbar, High Top, Adam and the security guys survey the 
current team of frightened working girls.

CROWBAR
Ashley worked the weekend down the 
convention, thirty customers!

FIRST SECURITY GUY
See, girls? You get out there and 
smile, smile, smile. You make good 
money, you get the Glen Gary leads, 
the big hotels. Always be closing.

CROWBAR
We had trouble when I went out of 
town. So we make it official. When 
I’m gone, High Top is number two, 
he’s in charge. Anybody messes with 
him, messes with me.

Crowbar and High Top share a look. Moretti enters.

HIGH TOP
We should avoid the daily 
operations, people see our faces.

CROWBAR
You go where I tell you to go.

Moretti stares at Adam. 
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MORETTI
Everybody be careful. 

INT. FRATERNITY HOUSE – NIGHT

Adam and High Top meet Crowbar.

ADAM
Congratulations. Number Two.

HIGH TOP
This is getting too big, too many 
girls. He’s making so much money he 
doesn’t count it, he weighs it.

ADAM
How do we stay at the college?

HIGH TOP
Postgraduate. We tell the school 
we’re writing a dissertation.

ADAM
But a fraternity?

CROWBAR
Other frat kids are coke dealers 
training to be crooked lawyers 
keeping crooked bankers out of 
jail. Compared to them we're small-
timers.

ADAM
And you got New York right over 
there, loaded with customers.

HIGH TOP
Last two places you go, 
Pennsylvania, Jezebel House and 
Shoe Town. When Crowbar knows you 
better. We stash the cash and the 
girls before we ship em.

INT. HOTEL LOBBY - NIGHT

A busy night: guests, staff, and a COP. Brit, with High Top, 
is beyond terrified: she knows she needs to get out. 

BRIT
I said I'm sorry -- 
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HIGH TOP
I take care of you, we go to work 
where I say. If I say we ship you 
out, we ship you out. And there’s 
nothing you can do.

BRIT
Really. Is that so?

And she punches a cop in the face. And is arrested.

INT. POLICE INTERROGATION ROOM - DAY

Brit, police CAPTAIN, and the cop whose nose she just broke.

BRIT
I got to say, that was the worst 
performance of Good Cop Bad Cop 
I‘ve ever seen. Going back to Jerry 
Orbach. Just tragic.

COP
What you hit me for?

BRIT
Pimp gonna ship me out. I needed a 
cop. You know a guy named Crowbar?

COP
Cap, you asked about Crowbar? 

CAPTAIN 
(hollers to a cop outside)

Get Adam down here.

COP
That accountant?

CAPTAIN
Hey, he’s a cop like you and me.

COP
Sits at his computer all day.

CAPTAIN 
What a beautiful girl you are. You 
make me feel…old. We need Adam. 
He’s not just an accountant. He did 
surveillance against the Mafia in 
New Jersey. I’ve been after Crowbar 
since that Evans girl disappeared.
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COP
Brass told him to let it go.

The captain waves a picture of a car. 

CAPTAIN 
Let me tell you about the brass. 
Picture of the top of the line 
Dodge Charger. They got rid of the 
Crown Vics. City wrote me a twenty 
five thousand dollar check to get 
the new captain a brand-new car.

COP
You got new wheels.

CAPTAIN 
No, Bauer gets new wheels. They’re 
forcing me to retire. They told me 
to buy the car so the new captain 
gets the new ride. What could the 
force do with 25 grand?

COP
Wet bar, Jacuzzi?

CAPTAIN 
We use that money, set up a team, 
take down Crowbar. Let Bauer drive 
the same piece of crap I drive.

COP
City’s gonna fire you.

CAPTAIN 
They’re already gonna fire me.

COP
They’ll indict you.

CAPTAIN 
Not if I nail Crowbar. One girl 
dead, more of em disappear, he's 
going down even if I go down with 
him. Ever hear of Eliot Ness?

COP
The Untouchables.

CAPTAIN 
All the IRS did was nail Capone for 
taxes, the mob just replaced Capone 
with a new man. The guy who really 
drove the mob crazy was Eliot Ness. 

(MORE)
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He wrecked the operation, raided 
the stills, liquor trucks. 

COP
One of his guys was killed. So am I 
Kevin Costner or Sean Connery?

CAPTAIN 
We go to places we know they have 
girls and wreck their system. We 
find where they hide the girls. We 
heard of a place, Jezebel House, 
and they use New York harbor.

Adam enters. 

BRIT
He’s one of them!

CAPTAIN 
He’s a cop. Undercover.

BRIT
He’s good. He could have had a 
freebie anytime he wanted. 

ADAM
Don't rub it in. 

BRIT
How good is he? All over this state 
you got missing girls? A lot of 
those runaways aren't runaways. The 
pimps who take the girls make so 
much money that they're killing 
each other like drug dealers. No 
place for an accountant. 

CAPTAIN 
You need a story for Crowbar, or 
you get nailed. Need a good lie.

ADAM
Bust gone bad, rogue cop. One of 
you guys would have pop me one, 
make it look good.

COP
You want one of us to hit you? 
Naah, don’t think so…

BRIT
Oh get out of my way.

CAPTAIN  (CONT'D)
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She punches him too. 

ADAM
We were just talking here! Shit, 
you broke it!

CAPTAIN 
That’s two noses in a row. Where 
did you learn to hit like that?

BRIT 
Saint Agnes’ School for Girls. At 
recess they knew me pretty good. 
Dang, skinned another knuckle.

ADAM
If I’d known she was going try to 
kill me.

Brit fetches wet paper towels. 

BRIT
Your nose isn’t broken. Lean back. 
Put it on your forehead.

ADAM
Yeah, you’re a real angel of mercy.

BRIT
This girl Taylor, went missing, I 
think these guys got her. They ship 
the young girls fast, she could be 
gone already. I want her back. So 
now we're gonna mess em up.

ADAM
How do we do that?

CAPTAIN 
You know how this ends, right?

ADAM
Don’t care.

CAPTAIN 
Ramen noodles get old pretty quick.

INT. GARAGE - NIGHT

Adam, nose healing, nervous, reports to Crowbar. 

ADAM
Customer had a change of heart.

34.



CROWBAR
You sure? Where was this?

ADAM
Uptown.

CROWBAR
You know where that girl Brit is?

ADAM
Arrested.

CROWBAR
Anything else I need to know?

Adam shakes his head. 

CROWBAR (CONT'D)
You give her a tune up. Everybody 
needs to remember who the boss is.

INT. LOCAL LIBRARY - DAY

Adam watches Brit work a computer.

ADAM
Where you from?

BRIT
Some people think I belong to the 
Bronx. Some people think I belong 
to Queens. I rose out of the river, 
like the goddess of love.

ADAM
Born in the river?

BRIT
I was born in the middle of the 
East River. Riker’s Island. Prison 
hospital. We’re really gonna screw 
with these guys. Been a while since 
I had a crack at the internet.

ADAM
You a hacker?

BRIT
I know the porn sites.

ADAM
You a porn star?
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BRIT
Piss off. Crowbar uses this site to 
find girls. This links porn sites 
to other porn sites. Crowbar made 
me do the grunt work for his sites. 

ADAM
Still not following you.

BRIT
There’s a right way to do this, and 
a wrong way. Do it the wrong way, a 
zillion guys come to the porn site, 
get sent over to Crowbar’s site.

ADAM
All at once?

BRIT
And Crowbar’s site crashes. Die, 
you sumbitch! Next, we'll do a 
grand tour of Crowbar's sex sites. 
And now we stir up some shit. 

(types)
High Top was here.

EXT. UNMARKED POLICE CAR - NIGHT

Adam drives, Brit kibitzes.

BRIT
The avenue, Crowbar's turf, it's 
also Heroin Highway. Dealers run 
junk down the road, run cash back 
up. Don’t look em in the eye. Hey, 
pay attention!

ADAM
What?

BRIT
Turn around, pizza place, back into 
the parking space.

He complies; they're facing a strip mall.  

BRIT (CONT'D)
Give you a minute to figure it out.

ADAM
Why does a massage parlor need 
security cameras?
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BRIT
Now keep looking.

ADAM
Oh shit. The bars. The windows.

BRIT
The bars aren’t there to keep 
burglars out.

ADAM
They’re there to keep the girls in.

They cross the street. They see High Top step into a doorway.

BRIT
High Top, I was right! Start at one 
end of the block til we find what 
we want.

ADAM
What do we want?

BRIT
A store with a sprinkler system and 
a toilet. Stay clear of the camera! 

ADAM
And you stay out of sight!

INT. SMALL ASIAN RESTAURANT - DAY

Brit stands on a chair, holding a piece of burning paper up 
to a fire detector. Adam, on lookout, is alarmed. 

EXT. PARKING LOT OF THE STRIP MALL - DAY

Firemen tear apart the walls of the massage parlor as pros 
scurry into the parking lot. Brit steers a couple into Adam’s 
car. Adam sees High Top following the girls and decks him.

BRIT
Hate to break it to you, but your 
cover's kinda blown for good. 

EXT. UNMARKED POLICE CAR - DAY

Brit and Adam watch a motel. High Top, a man and a girl 
enter.
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BRIT
High Top keeps showing up at these 
roach motels? Not supposed to be 
here. They belong to Crowbar. 

ADAM
Man and woman.

BRIT
He’s twice her age. No luggage. Got 
a nickel says he pays with cash.

ADAM
Head down!

BRIT
Find the housekeeping cart.

EXT. MOTEL PARKING LOT - DAY

They circle the motel and find a housekeeper in back.

ADAM
Hey, a lot of men come here?

HOUSEKEEPER
Sometimes I see a girl with three, 
four men. You leave my name out?

Next, the cops arrive. Jasmine finds Brit in the confusion. 

INT. AIRPORT TERMINAL - DAY

Brit and Adam survey the crowd. A boombox is in a corner.

BRIT
Crap, there he is. Kiss me, quick!

She kisses him. In the background, High Top and a security 
guy. She looks shyly at Adam. They hide.

ADAM
This is too dangerous. 

BRIT
A lot of girls get sold in Atlanta. 
So Atlanta flight comes same time, 
same terminal. Time it takes to get 
to the arrivals, right...now. 

ADAM
New guy meeting High Top. 
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BRIT
And a girl.

ADAM
They don’t look like they’re 
related, do they?

BRIT
She came with no coat, no purse.

ADAM
And the boombox?

BRIT
An old-fashioned tape deck. Tape is 
blank for 27 minutes. And then…

The boombox emits a singing voice at shattering volume. 

BOOMBOX
Allahu Akbar! Allahu Akbar! Allah!

Security people lose their shit. Cops converge upon the 
boombox. Doors are secured. High Top is trapped with his new 
girl. Brit runs for the girl and grabs her. She points to a 
cop. The girl runs to the cop, pointing at High Top. 

HIGH TOP
Crowbar was gonna give you to the 
Chinese. Now he's gonna kill you. 

INT. POLICE STATION - DAY

The captain’s phone rings.

CROWBAR
(on the phone)

Hello, can I talk to Brit please?

CAPTAIN 
There’s no Brit here –

CROWBAR
Of course she is. She's been a busy 
bee! She should come home to her 
friends, got a surprise for her!

And on the phone, the sound of the CHAIN SAW revving.

CROWBAR (CONT'D)
See you soon, sweetie!

A moment of shock. 
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CAPTAIN
You’re off the street for good.

BRIT
This thing is working, we’re 
driving them nuts!

CAPTAIN 
You pissed em off, you practically 
autographed your work. Next time 
they see you, you’re dead! You're 
done running around on the streets, 
you're not even a cop.

INT. MOTEL LOBBY - NIGHT

Brit and Adam find a CLERK. 

CLERK
Checking in?

BRIT
Could we have a room for the night?

ADAM
Just one room?

BRIT
Force of habit.

ADAM
We can get two.

BRIT
It’s okay. Save the cash for your 
captain’s bug hunt.

ADAM
You’re sure?

BRIT
Run over to the gift shop, grab me 
a Giants jersey, extra large. I do 
get tired of sleeping naked.

ADAM
We can get two rooms. You’re not a 
pro anymore.

BRIT
You gonna wave a magic wand, give 
me my virginity back?
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ADAM
A million women do the same thing. 
Marry a guy they don’t love, trade 
sex for a roof and groceries. Sell 
their ass on a lifetime contract. 
You just sell it by the slice.

BRIT
That’s very sweet. For an 
accountant you’re pretty twisted.

ADAM
Crowbar told me to tune you up. Is 
that screwing or beating you up?

BRIT
Christ, we got out just in time.

ADAM
We look for em, but they know what 
you look like. If they spot you, we 
do what the captain said. 

BRIT
Not pulling out. We need help.

INT. GYM - DAY

Jasmine, the police captain and a new girl named CHER watch a 
dark girl named ALI work a punching bag. Brit and Adam are in 
a corner with a computer. 

JASMINE
You spar today?

She fights with Ali, for real. Ali feints a kick, then a one-
two to the head. Jasmine takes her gear off.

ALI 
I didn’t even hit you that hard –

JASMINE
Combo to the head, Paco taught you.

ALI 
You know Paco?

JASMINE
Two to the head, enemy’s dead.

They smile. Pals!
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ALI 
Put your gear back on.

JASMINE
You gonna kick my ass?

ALI 
Show you where you messed up. You 
punch better on the left, your feet 
are backwards. 

JASMINE
We got a project. The pimps....Ali 
got fired as bounty hunter, she’s a 
process server. Me and Cher, you 
know what we do.

CAPTAIN 
We got a ticking clock. Every day  
more girls get shipped out. We go 
after that guy Crowbar, find where 
he hides the girls.

ALI 
And get killed....Girls from the 
projects disappear every day. They 
grab cheerleaders from the suburbs, 
now it’s a national emergency.

BRIT
One of em is my friend Taylor.

ADAM 
Two guys we saw with the girls,  
phone records, credit cards. If 
they got bad paper we grab em. 
Here’s a guy moved cash to the 
Caymans, trips to Vegas, Mexico…

CAPTAIN 
You had me at Cayman Islands. They 
go to Vegas to move the girls.

BRIT
He hides girls at Shoe Town, 
Jezebel House, then sells them at 
the Player’s Ball. Where are they?

CAPTAIN
Hey kid. Is Adam treating you okay?
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BRIT
Knight in shining armor. Finally 
get a night without all the nasty 
humping and bumping. 

CAPTAIN
You like the girls, not the boys? 
Sorry, not my business. 

She shrugs.

CAPTAIN (CONT'D)
You were homeless. I been a cop a 
long time, chasing kids like you. 
In this country got a million kids 
sleeping in the streets, almost 
half of em are gays and lesbians. I 
keep a lookout for kids in a jam.  

BRIT
When I was younger I liked the boys 
a lot. All that time working as a 
pro, now I find it too exhausting.

CAPTAIN
Maybe those saddle sores will heal 
over. 

INT. TRUCKSTOP - NIGHT

A beautiful young girl of 13 with a black eye: it's TAYLOR. 
She mooches for food, chews gum. 

TAYLOR
Any more chocolate cake?

BARTENDER
Can’t give you freebies every 
night. How old you say you were?

TAYLOR
(grabs a newspaper)

Old enough to help you with your 
1040. Got the business section? Oil 
is spiking. It was the best of 
times, it was the worst of times. 
Hey, I'm kinda between homes now, 
bring on the cake. 

A TRUCKER enters.

TAYLOR (CONT'D)
Just getting in?
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TRUCKER
Ten hour run, diesel fuel.

TAYLOR
Diesel fuel? Sounds dangerous.

TRUCKER
Nothing to it. Did five years 
running TVs and phones to the mall, 
nobody’s buying. So, diesel.

TAYLOR
Sounds rough.

TRUCKER
It's all good. Not enough truckers. 
Long as you’re willing to sleep in 
your truck, live off greasy food –

BARTENDER
Hey!

TAYLOR
Looking for some company? I can 
hook you up with crank.

TRUCKER
I’m a trucker, I can get my own 
speed…..How old are you?

TAYLOR
Oh, pretty old.

TRUCKER
What you got there?

TAYLOR
Crossword puzzles.

TRUCKER
Damn, girl, you did the whole book, 
in ink. What grade you in?

TAYLOR
I’m out of school. Way, way out.

TRUCKER
I’ll stake you to a dinner. Then 
we’ll see about getting a room.

TAYLOR
You want a quick one, get you back 
on the road? Or the full monty?
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TRUCKER
I pay for the service, Darlin’, not 
for bad acting. You don’t need to 
bother with the Meg Ryan.

TAYLOR
I need the practice. Yes! Yes! Yes!

TRUCKER
Maybe we can talk a little, after. 
Four days in a row, the only person 
I get to talk to is Hate Radio.

(looking at the crossword)
Girl who knows who Truman Capote 
was can probably make conversation.

TAYLOR
Wanna get away from folks here.

TRUCKER
I can introduce you to some 
friends. What’s your name?

TAYLOR
I’ll be whoever you want, baby. The 
name’s Taylor.

TRUCKER
Nice to meet you, Taylor.

Crowbar enters, stops them. 

CROWBAR
Hello, sweetie. 

EXT. NEW YORK SIDEWALK - NIGHT

Pimps down the street. Adam puts on a Cowboys hat. He wears 
it regularly during the surveillance scenes. Brit appalled. 

BRIT
You got a death wish?

ADAM
You try to be invisible. You wear 
this in New York, people assume 
you're insane and they ignore you.

BRIT
Need to see if Crowbar owns this 
street. Walk over there, come back. 

He does. 
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BRIT (CONT'D)
Find the pimps, one of em will lead 
us to the girls. You know what the 
strike zone is? Baseball?

ADAM
Yeah, armpits to the knees.

BRIT
You like my strike zone?

ADAM
Knock it off.

BRIT
Mooks at the drug store. All of em 
check out my zone. Except the two 
on the stoop. They’re checking you 
out. So either they’re gay, or --

ADAM
Come on, one of you pimps got to go 
to Shoe Town. Aw, shit!

Two undercover cops, one white and one black, arrive.  

ADAM (CONT'D)
Cops are here, scaring the pimps 
away. You're a pro, spot the cop. 

BRIT
White guy and a black guy together. 
Good shape, short hair, coat hides 
the gun. Crown Vic, antennas, no 
hub caps. It’s the Fraternal Order! 

The pimp looks at the cops, who begin talking with animation.

BRIT (CONT'D)
They know they got busted, they put 
on an act. And the Oscar goes to…. 

The pimps run down an alley. Brit and Adam cross to the cops. 

BRIT (CONT'D)
You scared em off!

COP
Want me to bust you? We’re working,  
serious case. Bauer sent the big 
boys, the FBI. That’s their car. 
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ADAM
FBI had the Kennedy assassination, 
had the whole shooting on film! 
Never came close to solving it. 
Fifty years. That’s okay, not like 
the target was anybody important.

COP
A big player is coming here.

ADAM
Yeah, he's really coming. He's on 
the same bus as Godot and the Great 
Pumpkin. Any old time.

BRIT
You scared em off! Strike out. 

INT. ITALIAN RESTAURANT – NIGHT

Brit and Adam have picked seats carefully, so they can see 
both the TV and a restaurant across the street and see 
Moretti eating with crooks. 

ADAM
Keep your face out of the light. We 
find the pimp and follow him?

BRIT
That’s Moretti with his little band 
of Italians. All those guys are 
mobbed up, Italian, except one. New 
guy works for Crowbar.

ADAM
Which one?

BRIT
Guy on the left. Who the hell eats 
pizza with a fork? No way he’s 
Italian. Pimping for Crowbar. 
That's who we follow. 

ADAM
Keep your face out of the light. 

She addresses a counter man. 

BRIT
Can I buy two rolls of pennies?

(to Adam)
Watch for pros in that hotel. I'll 
teach you how to bet football. 
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They watch football, stacks of pennies in front of them.

BRIT (CONT'D)
Penny says they go for it.

ADAM
Fourth and 3. You’re nuts. Penny. 
Hah! Told ya....

BRIT
Here comes the no-huddle. Penny 
says he makes the 40.

ADAM
Penny. Dang.

BRIT
Penny says run up the middle.

ADAM
Penny says they cross the 50. Oh my 
God, I don’t believe it. Going all. 
The. Way! Cough it up.

BRIT
(chin in hand, sings out)

Holding, number 74.

And on the television...

REFEREE
Holding, offense.

BRIT
Aw, sweetie. You got this look on 
your face like you’re getting too 
much roughage in your diet.

Waiter brings food.

ADAM
Spaghetti with meat sauce. You told 
me to blend in with the Italians.

Adam takes his knife and fork, cuts his spaghetti into pieces 
with vigorous slashes. The waiter and a diner are watching.

BRIT
What are you doing? It’s not alive, 
you don’t have to kill it!

ADAM
What...? I always do it this way!
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BRIT
Watch and learn.

She twirls her pasta expertly, looks at the other diners.

BRIT (CONT'D)
He's from Jersey....You’re an 
assassin. A food assassin.

ADAM
Hey, tastes just as good my way. 
Gimme some of that Chee-anti.

BRIT
It's Chianti! Geez. Hey, the 
Italians are rolling out!

INT. SECOND RESTAURANT - NIGHT

The Italians leave. Crowbar, High Top, Blue Hat eat. Blue Hat 
is staring across the street at Brit's restaurant. 

BLUE HAT
What about Hightop?

CROWBAR
You keep him out of it! Cops know a 
lot about what goes on here. I want 
to know who’s selling us out!

BLUE HAT
Could be that girl.

CROWBAR
Girls don’t know about the traffic.

BLUE HAT
Could be both of them. You gonna 
let her screw you like this?

CROWBAR
Go with High Top, see if he hangs 
with the Alistairs behind my back.

BLUE HAT
Isn't that Brit across the street?

INT. RESTAURANT - NIGHT

Brit checks the window. Pimps are watching her. 
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BRIT
They saw me. Out the back way.

EXT. UNMARKED POLICE CAR – DAY

She slides into the driver's seat. It's the captain's car. 

ADAM
You don’t even have a --

BRIT
I got my learner's permit. Crowbar 
wanted me to recruit more girls. 
Taught me how to drive. 

ADAM
But that’s illegal!

BRIT
My drug-dealing pimp broke the law. 
Well, I am shocked. Shocked, I say!

ADAM
I’m in charge, this is my car. 
Let’s try a test. Drive around the 
block. Check your mirrors, adjust 
your seat, check your gas and your 
temperature, make sure the brake is 
on and you’re in Park, and then --

Blue Hat and another man appear. A GUNSHOT, and a window 
shatters nearby. She peels out.

ADAM (CONT'D)
Christ, this is like NASCAR!

She throws the car into a parking lot.

ADAM (CONT'D)
It’s a parking lot!

BRIT
And what’s your point?

ADAM
Oh, nothing.

A spectacular lane change onto an avenue. The road is jammed. 

BRIT
These morons driving hubcap to 
hubcap, nobody can get through. 
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And another lane change.

BRIT (CONT'D)
Got a guy taking a nap in the left 
lane. Ha! a hole in the traffic!

ADAM
A hole? Where?

BRIT
Behind you. 

The lane to her right is moving past her, but there is a gap 
in the lane sliding up next to her, which she jumps into. And 
across into the far right lane. Horns. She turns music on.

BRIT (CONT'D)
Are they back there? Anything that 
isn’t a taxi ...Hey, you doof, pass 
the truck! Always pass the truck!

ADAM
You know the wheel and the gas. 
Pedal on the left, slows the car 
down, give that a try. 

BRIT
Don’t distract me.

ADAM
Car has turn signals, warn people 
when you’re changing lanes. Again.

BRIT
Put down the phone and drive!

ADAM
There they are, I don't believe it!

A state highway. 

BRIT
Westchester County! The country! 
Magnolia trees, farmers playing 
banjos on haystacks.

ADAM
Now you’re just being mean.

BRIT
Once you’ve seen Manhattan, 
everywhere else is E-I-E-I-O.

Pulling up to a stoplight.
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BRIT (CONT'D)
The light is green! Green green 
green! Who are these chromosome 
defectives who slow down at the 
greens and stop at the yellows!

She peels out as he’s opening a soda.

ADAM
The light’s red, what are you –

Just as the light turns green.

BRIT
Don’t get stuck behind that old man 
with the hat in the Buick.

Another lane change.

ADAM
Look out for the truck, look out --

BRIT
Relax, he’s in his lane, I’m in 
mine, there's, what, two whole feet 
between us? Put a bag over your 
head so you don’t have to watch.

ADAM
No, if I’m going to die, I want to 
see it. Slow down, the turnoff –

She hits the brakes and makes a hard turn.

ADAM (CONT'D)
Motel's ten minutes down. Well, 
with you driving, five minutes.

BRIT
This Crown Vic is hopeless for 
surveillance, but you can throw 
this sucker around.

ADAM
What do you mean, hopeless?

BRIT
White Crown Vic, four antennas? 
Crooks scatter like roaches when 
the kitchen light comes on.

ADAM
At the airport rental I saw this 
red Mustang, sweet –
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BRIT
A Mustang? We want to blend in, you 
want to fly up the avenue in the 
Millenium Falcon. You can let go.

They screech to a halt outside a motel. 

ADAM
Terra firma. Praise the Lord.

BRIT
Adam is in charge. You must be so 
excited! Tonight teach me to drive. 
Check that temperature gauge. 

ADAM
We're supposed to chase the pimps. 
Instead they chase us all over the 
map. They'll kill you. Or worse. 

BRIT
Yeah. Another day, another strike 
out. 

INT. TRUCK STOP - NIGHT

Adam and Brit see High Top leave, and then step out of the 
hallway where the restrooms are. Jasmine and Cher follow. 
Immediately there's a bad vibe. Bikers with flashlights, 
tending injuries post-brawl. One, RED, has red hands. A 
massive scary STRANGER is drinking moonshine from a jar.

CHER 
One of the pimps just came here. 

The bar quiets down; drinkers watch them. Tense moment.

ADAM
The guy in the corner? Don’t look. 
He’s spent more years in jail than 
out, all for violent crimes. He can 
go off like a bomb, any old time.

CHER
Look, on his hip. Big flashlight. 
Bandanna in his pocket. 

BRIT
You lost me.

CHER
Bandanna is tied around a padlock. 
It’s a weapon. 

(MORE)
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Flashlight, it’s a weapon. It’s how 
bikers fight, they're getting ready 
for a war. We shouldn't have come. 
Let's go -- 

JASMINE
(to Red)

Hey, Mister, you okay? Your hands 
are all red, you cut yourself. 

ADAM
Hush. She didn’t mean nothing.

JASMINE
But look at his hands!

ADAM
What did I say? Guy reminds me of a 
halfback for Bama. Red Phosphorus. 
Used to do shake and bake in the 
backfield. ...Cops pull up the taco 
joint across the street. 

Red stands. He looks at Adam, sizing him up. He nods. 

RED
Thanks for the tip. 

ADAM
I saw a guy blown away on “shake 
and bake”. Still got your fingers, 
eyebrows – good for you.

RED
That girl, lose teeth asking 
questions like that.

He leaves. 

JASMINE
What the hell –

ADAM
Guy uses red phosphorus to cook 
meth. It’s explosive. You make it 
in a soda bottle. Shake and bake. 
Do it wrong, blows you all the way 
to Mars. All these guys are crooks. 

Brit makes eye contact with the stranger. 

STRANGER
What are you looking at, bitch?

CHER (CONT'D)
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BARTENDER
She’s just passing through.

BRIT
You know the guy High Top? He was 
out on the street talking smack 
about Crowbar. I just love kicking 
a hornet’s nest. 

The stranger, shocked, picks a phone up from the bar. Brit 
crosses to Adam at the bar. 

BARTENDER
You’re with that fraternity?...Hey, 
fresh meat. Give you a case of 
Scotch, I get her in the pipeline 
Sunday. Got a trucker coming, he's 
an old hand, moving the girls out.

ADAM
Not for sale.

BARTENDER
Too bad, she’s prime.

ADAM
Got new girls today? Just asking.

BARTENDER
I think you should mind your own.

BRIT
You ever see a little girl, Taylor?

BARTENDER
Girl chews gum? There's a bidding 
war. You better leave. 

ADAM
(to Brit)

That’s the guy who was going to 
truck you out west, sell you off.

BRIT
For a case of scotch.

ADAM
Good scotch. You should be 
flattered. You’re filet mignon, 
kid. 

Adam herds the girls to a corner table. The scary stranger 
turns off his phone and makes a noisy crossing of the bar. 
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He takes Adam's beer and yanks out their table. Bikers 
approach behind him.  

STRANGER
That was your last round. Don’t 
care if you're a cop. Been 
following the girls. Shaking their 
moneymakers. You know how messed up 
this is? They sent ME to be the 
voice of reason. What do you think 
is coming behind me? You want to be 
here when it gets here? Won’t be a 
nice safe public place either. You 
girls owe us money. And interest. 
Which one of you is Brit?

The captain steps into a doorway in the back. 

STRANGER (CONT'D)
So the cops really are across the 
street. Barkeep, gimme the phone.

ADAM
Out the back! Where's the pimp?

JASMINE
Gone. Strikeout. 

EXT. UNMARKED POLICE CAR – DAY

Brit, Cher, Jasmine and Adam watch a pimp.

ADAM
Shoe Town is an actual place? If we 
find those two places, won't they 
just find another place?

BRIT
Those two places are where he 
stashes his money. Enough cash to 
kill for. We can destroy him.

BRIT (CONT'D)
Guy's leaving the city. A little 
luck, we get Shoe Town. 

They follow him and stop in front of a small home.

ADAM
(to Brit)

You shouldn't be here.  This guy 
was busted for pimping. We got him 
for failure to appear. 
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BRIT
I used to be a B and E. You break 
in, you don't whisper, it's easier 
to hear. You mumble. Unless there's 
a dog. You mumble in front of a 
dog, he thinks you want to fight. 

And dogs begin to bark. Lights come on. They run to the car.

ADAM
We practiced. Grab your dog gear. 

INT. SMALL HOME - DAY

Continuation. They bust in, find a suspect and a giant dog. 

ADAM
Jacket!

Jasmine dangles a leather jacket, which the dog bites onto.

JASMINE
And Fire Extinguisher!

Cher fires foam and confuses the dog.

JASMINE (CONT'D)
And Back Door!

The suspect flees out the back where ADAM is waiting.

ADAM
And Taser!

Cher fires a Taser at the suspect. Brit cuffs the suspect. 

ADAM (CONT'D)
And deploy the bacon!

Cher pulls out strips of bacon for the dog. 

CHER
Who’s a good boy! Your bonehead 
owner is going to jail, yes he is!

ADAM
You brought fur-lined handcuffs?

BRIT
My sex life is not your business. 
This isn't it, no girls here. 
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CHER
Fancy rug in a dump like this?

The pull aside a rug and find a trap door. They find a tiny 
dark girl named MARIA. She's a wreck. She's holding a tiny 
chain made of gum wrappers. She runs into Jasmine's arms. 

ADAM
This isn't Shoe Town, just one 
girl. We struck out. 

BRIT
Did you make that little chain?

MARIA
No, Taylor. She's going to China. 

Ali looks out the window. Lots of guys with guns. 

ALI      
We're trapped! Get down! They 
blocked the road out!

A GUNSHOT, and a window shatters. 

BRIT
They saw me. Jasmine, get all the 
guns out of the trunk, me and you 
circle around the house where they 
can't see. You two, what do you 
call it, you're the diversion. Kid, 
on the ground and stay there. 

CHER
I want the biggest damn gun we got.

BRIT
Only way this works is if we all 
fire at once. Wait for my signal. 

Jasmine returns with guns, and flees with Brit.  

CHER
You know diversion means dead, 
right?

ALI 
Can you think of a better way to 
die?

CHER
Yes, lots of them. This is a 
particularly stupid reason to die. 
I’d advise you to reload. 
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ALI 
I want to mess these guys up.

CHER
I’ll put that on your tombstone. 
If this isn't Shoe Town, what do we 
do next?

ALI 
Depends on who’s alive.

They laugh. 

CHER
Yeah, not much point to making long 
term plans. 

BRIT
NOW!

All four girls fire; the pimps fire back. One charges through 
the front door; Cher shoots him and the recoil knocks her on 
her back. Brit enters. 

ALI 
NOW can you switch to the small 
gun?

BRIT
Mister BDSM. Him you don’t leave 
alive. Got him down, don’t let him 
get up. Only one girl here. Dammit!

Ali looks out the window. 

ALI       
Holy crap, they're leaving -- get 
to the car before they come back!
You saved my ass. I gambled on you.

CHER
Yeah, don't do that. We're supposed 
to be hunting them, not the other 
way around. Four strikeouts.  

ALI
Hey, this isn't a strikeout. We got 
her. Three strikeouts and a bloop 
single. 

INT. MORGUE - DAY

Adam, Jasmine and Brit visit a CORONER. 
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CORONER
Okay, got both of the new ones. 

He slides open a drawer. It's the first security guy. 

BRIT
Yes! Die, you sumbitch! Up top!

Brit spins the coroner and gives him a glorious high five. 

CORONER
Thirty years as a mortician, that's 
my first high five in here. 

BRIT
Crowbar's security. He liked his 
freebies. And he liked em rough. 

JASMINE
Went through a lot of lidocaine 
with that guy. You found a girl?

A drawer slides open. Dead girl. 

BRIT
It's not Taylor!

She kisses and hugs the coroner. 

CORONER
First time I got one of them too. 

BRIT
It's not her. Could have been. Hang 
on, Taylor, we're coming. 

INT. GYM - DAY

Brit and Ali drink martinis on a sofa; Adam a beer. 

BRIT
Come here, sweetie.

ADAM 
That's four martinis. 

BRIT
Come on. We already slept together, 
I’m a whore. We keep chasing the 
pimps, we're gonna get killed.

He sits beside her and she curls up against him. 

60.



ADAM
Promise you’ll never put me in the 
Friend Zone. Promise you’ll hate me 
with the heat of a thousand suns.

BRIT
I will hate your breathing guts. I 
promise. Stalking, voodoo dolls…. 
That girl. Reminds me how far we 
are from finding Taylor. 

ADAM
I grabbed you one more beer.

BRIT
Score one for Team Penis.

ADAM
Easy on the gin.

BRIT
Don’t be trying to fix me. You 
think I’m mush, like putty, you’re 
going to hammer me into the shape 
you want. I’m railroad steel, you 
gonna break your hammer on me.

ADAM
Maybe you’re soft underneath.

BRIT
They beat the girl out of me. You 
think I’ll ever trust a man, get 
married, feel safe in his bed? My 
vag is rubber like a tire on a 
truck. 

ADAM
All sorts of things you could do.

BRIT
When I’m 30 I could get my GED. All 
the best waitresses got one. 

ADAM
Kid, a Ferrari with a ding in the 
door is still a Ferrari. 

BRIT
You're making a drunk girl cry. 
Three strikeouts and a single. 
Taylor's in the wind.
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The captain brings in Maria, wrapped in a giant men's shirt. 
Brit reaches for her drink. 

BRIT (CONT'D)
Okay, Miss Utah, you won Swimsuit, 
then you tanked it on Evening Gown. 
Maria, is it? Come here, sweetie. 
I’m a professional bad example.

Maria sits next to Brit, nervous. 

ALI 
Brit's pure as the driven snow.

BRIT
Even an angel needs a flaming 
pitchfork in the closet for the 
little emergencies. Come here, 
learn something. You have a martini 
with three olives, it counts as 
salad. Want to help find Taylor? 
We're out of time. 

MARIA
Can I sleep with the light on?

BRIT
They scared the crap out of you, 
didn't they?

INT. DOCTOR’S OFFICE - DAY

Maria is in a paper gown; Captain confers with a DOCTOR.

DOCTOR
Overdose was real, the cutting was 
for attention. Germs, the smell, 
the scabies, the fleas, she needs 
to eat. And her girl parts, that’s 
between her and me.

CAPTAIN
She was hell-bent on the pregnancy 
test.

DOCTOR
State needs to know if you take her 
home. Need to get her in school.

CAPTAIN
If you get wind of anybody talking 
about a foster home, let me know.
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DOCTOR
Why, what are you going to do? 
Single man adopting a teenage girl?

CAPTAIN
There are people hunting her.

INT. APARTMENT - DAY

Maria is staying at the captain's place. 

MARIA
If you didn't like horror movies, 
shouldn't have given me the remote.

She finds a channel with brain-shattering death metal.

Later she is curling up in a blanket on a couch; she wears a 
tank top and her arms are bare.

CAPTAIN
You can have the bedroom.

MARIA
Naah. I like the TV. Stay up all 
night like a vampire.

He pulls up her blanket.

CAPTAIN
You’re gonna freeze.

MARIA
Not getting weird on me, are you?

CAPTAIN
You want a sweatshirt or something?

Later in the night, screams.

CAPTAIN (CONT'D)
Hey, kid, wake up.

MARIA
Don’t come out, I’m naked!...Okay, 
coast is clear.

He emerges with a long button-down.

CAPTAIN
Here. Nightmares? Told you to lay 
off the horror movies.
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MARIA
It wasn’t from the movies.

INT. AN APARTMENT - DAY

The captain helps Maria with homework.

MARIA
Why didn’t Hamlet just kill his 
uncle in the first act?

CAPTAIN
People been asking for 400 years.

MARIA
Hamlet’s a total toolbag. Need to 
do a three-dimensional image of a 
planet system. I wanna do Uranus!

CAPTAIN
Of course you do. Cardboard?

MARIA
Styrofoam. Let’s make it orange!

CAPTAIN
Just like the real thing. What are 
you going to be when you grow up?

MARIA
I got a hundred ideas.

CAPTAIN
You’re smart enough for college.

MARIA
Right after I win the lottery. In 
elementary school I was the 
brain....I'm sorry I wet the bed. 

INT. APARTMENT - NIGHT

The girls are having a girly karaoke party. The captain looks 
like he's in hell. Maria on a couch; Brits curls up with her. 

INT. STRIP CLUB - NIGHT

Captain and Adam with beers, Taylor with a soda. Strippers 
including MISTY and SARA approach.
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CAPTAIN   
You're sure he came in here?

MISTY
Guy with the hat works for the frat 
boys. Those girls disappeared?

SARA
Hey, Dallas! You better not be 
pushing that girl in here –

CAPTAIN
We're cops. Girl got tangled up sex 
trafficking. This is the one place 
they wouldn’t look for her.

MISTY
You believe this guy?

Taylor sees college boys. Intrigued, she moseys over, chats 
them up. Two of the strippers watch closely. Captain crosses 
to Taylor, shoos away the boys, and steers her to his table.

MARIA
I was just talking to em.

MISTY
That ain’t no pimp.

MARIA
It’s Playtex Sport, not Playtex 
Sprint. What you know about 
tampons? Is it your time of the 
month?

CAPTAIN
Can’t get no respect.

MARIA
I gotta fix my hair, where's the 
toilet? You can hold my hand.

He walks her to the back.

CAPTAIN
You’re on your own from here.

He returns to his table. Misty and the captain have a bit of 
a staredown. 

MISTY
So you're okay taking this girl to 
a strip club, let her run around 
with all these horn dogs?
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CAPTAIN
If you only knew who she was 
running around with a month ago. 
She had people watching her every 
move for months, I’m trying to stay 
out of her grill.

Taylor returns.

MARIA
Try harder, you doof.

MISTY
I can call CPS. I tell you how this 
is gonna be –

CAPTAIN
I make the rules. What’s the rule 
on sex?

MARIA
No sex without a condom.

CAPTAIN
And drinking.

MARIA
No drinking except at his house.

CAPTAIN
And piercings.

MARIA
Piercings yes, tattoos no.

CAPTAIN
And hooky.

MARIA
Miss a day of class and the shit 
hits the fan. You are so not cool.

CAPTAIN
I was cool before you were born. 
Don’t know what happened after 
that. You never saw her, okay?

MISTY
You take good care of her.

CAPTAIN
Even the strippers are looking out 
for you. Must have a whole squadron 
of guardian angels flying overhead.
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MARIA
Just a girl. Can I have some juice?

CAPTAIN
You’re not just a girl. When the 
Lord was cooking you up in his 
kitchen he sprinkled in some hot 
sauce and his hand slipped. We lay 
low, stay off the street.

Maria puts down her drink with a thud. 

MARIA
Oh my -- you're looking for a place 
called Shoe Town? They took me to a 
place in the hills, dozens of 
girls. Has an old shoe factory! 

EXT. CAR DRIVING DOWN THE INTERSTATE - DAY

Adam, Cher, Jasmine and Maria drive through hills. A 
landslide has blocked traffic.

CHER
There’s a wreck up there.

JASMINE
We haven’t moved for ten minutes.
Road splits, goes up the hills.

CHER
It’s heading toward that town. At 
least we’d be moving.

They turn off and proceed down a dark scary road that has few 
signs of human existence. 

JASMINE
No road signs for miles. No wires, 
no houses, no roads. Just animals.

CHER
Wasn’t that car following us?

JASMINE
You got any cell reception?

CHER
I can’t even get radio. All kinds 
of ways to get lost. 

(MORE)

67.



The kind where you don't know where 
you're going, the kind where you 
don't know where you are, and the 
kind where you don't even know 
you’re lost.

JASMINE
That’s okay, ask for help over at 
Frankenfurter’s castle up there.

They enter a dead town, no one to be seen. Massive factory 
with massive sign: “FABER SHOES”.

MARIA
This is it! I was here!

CHER
They really make shoes in Shoe 
Town.

JASMINE
In 1920 maybe.

They see a dead mall; signs from dead companies like 
Blockbuster. Dogs fight, then look at their car. They find a 
house with an old couple and a young couple outside. 

OLD MAN
Nothing as sad as a great nation 
can’t see it’s not great anymore. 
Romans and the British went down, 
Russians got their asses kicked by 
guys in huts in Chechnya. The white 
American is next. One-factory towns 
lose the factories, school was 
glorified daycare, union is dead, 
power goes out. Our army is ready 
to fight the wars of the last 
century, Wall Street begs for 
charity, newspapers dying. We don't 
create anything, music is dead, 
movies are video games, reality TV, 
cable is soap operas with tits.

BOY
Don't mind him. We're all that's 
left in town. Rest of the town 
owned by a bank. Bus don’t come 
here. Need a ride out.

CHER
I’m from the mountains. Whole town 
cranked on Oxy. 

CHER (CONT'D)

(MORE)
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So many parents ruled unfit, our 
school didn’t have parent’s day, it 
had guardian’s day. Even that 
wasn’t like this. 

MARIA
There’s a quarry road in the woods, 
run to the highway. Bring girls in, 
truck em out, Vegas, Mexico.

CHER
You see the van? Pull up behind 
that house with the busted windows, 
wait til the pimps show. Need more 
people, these guys gonna have guns. 

ADAM
Oh, fine. Gimme the phone. 

INT. APARTMENT - DAY

Ali, Brit and the captain await Adam's call. 

CAPTAIN 
This once you can drive. Bring guns 
and pizza. They found Shoe Town. 

ALI  
You only have a learner’s permit?

BRIT
I suck at parallel parking. Drive 
like a fighter pilot, park like a 
drunk. I’m a menace.

EXT. PARKING LOT - DAY

Brit and Ali hop into a car and Brit peels out with a yell. 

INT. SMALL HOUSE - DAY

Brit and Ali arrive in Shoe Town with food.

ALI 
She says “YEE HAW” one more time, 
I'm gonna puke. Again.

Pimps and girls are seen arriving. 

CHER
Three vans. Heads down!

CHER (CONT'D)
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BRIT
Call the cops. They can see our 
cars! Guns out. 

Pimps approach them, guns drawn, but a police raid arrives. 
Cops jump out. 

COP
Pennsylvania state police. Guns 
down. You fellas a long way from 
home. 

Cops enter the house with the busted windows. Liberated pros 
in blankets have a happy reunion with our girls. Adam emerges 
with a big case full of cash. 

ADAM
Enough money to buy Pennsylvania. 
Maria, you did it! Shoe Town is 
toast, all they have left is the 
Jezebel House. Brit, get ready to 
do your home run trot. 

PIMP
Maria, you bitch!

MARIA
Ever get that sore looked at? You 
stupid fucknozzle.

ADAM
Language. 

BRIT
But where is -- Oh God! Taylor!

She finds another chain of gum wrappers. 

INT. HOTEL SUITE - NIGHT

Taylor and a scary Asian TRAFFICKER.

TRAFFICKER
I told you to smile!

Taylor manages a weak smile, aimed at a laptop. Onscreen, a 
middle-aged Asian man with a tattoo on his face. 

TRAFFICKER (CONT'D)
This is Taylor. A virgin, well-
behaved, star of my collection. 
She's for the Asian buyers only. 
Where shall we start the bidding?
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EXT. OUTSIDE A SMALL RURAL HOME - DAY

An older man, ALISTAIR, and his SON. Pastors. 

ALISTAIR
Back the day, we had sunset towns. 
Colored folks and tramps out of 
town by sundown. No Mexicans. This 
place, we get rid of panhandlers. 
Freeloaders. Anybody feed from the 
public trough, even government. 
Socialists, all of em.

ALISTAIR’S SON
Firemen, soldiers, Coast Guard?

ALISTAIR
Anybody from Washington, IRS, shoot 
em up. We got a good deal, with the 
girls, don’t need any interference.

EXT. CAB OF A LARGE PICKUP - NIGHT

Two girls in long dresses and long sleeves stand outside a 
truck; another truck is alongside. One is Jill and the other 
is her sister JEN, 11. Atop a hill, a prison.

JEN
Hey, look up the hill at the jail.

JILL
So?

JEN
Ain’t you scared?

JILL
Scary stuff is here in the hollow.

JEN
Right where we live?

JILL
Hope you never see that part.

JEN
Murderers up there, all the police…

JILL
The police don’t come up this end 
of the county. Kinda wish they 
would come here, just once.
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JEN
Look, there’s one police, right 
there…Why is he here?

JILL
Honey, don’t look at him, don’t 
point at him. You get Jezebel House 
for sure, never see you again. Just 
mind your business and get ready to 
haul sacks into the truck.

JEN
Can we turn on the radio?

JILL
We gonna get switched!...They’re in 
back of the store, Daddy and John. 
Listen for a minute, keep it low.

RADIO ANNOUNCER
Police warned residents to lock 
your doors. There was a riot on a 
prison bus, nine inmates escaped. 
Seven were caught, but the other 
two are a murderer and a rapist. 
The bus had a guard so consider the 
men to be armed and dangerous.

They look up at the jail.

JEN
Just a big scary pile of cement.

A tornado of lights and sirens from the hill.

JEN (CONT'D)
It’s true. Got criminals out in the 
bush right here in the hollow!

JILL
Holy Jeepers.

JEN
They could come out any –

JILL
It just hit me. Like Paul on the 
road to Damascus. Run over John’s 
truck, see if the keys are there.

JEN
Where?
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JILL
Look near the wheel. Grab em. The 
sirens bring em out any second. 

Jen fetches the keys.

JEN
I took his keys, had to twist em –

JILL
Shut up, I’m thinking.

Jilly sits behind the wheel.

JILL (CONT'D)
P R N D L. Park, reverse, nothing. 
and D for drive. Come on, D!

She puts in it drive and pulls out.

JEN
Dang, Jilly, you know how to drive!

JILL
No, I don’t. Okay, left is the 
brake, good. Right is the speed.

JEN
Here comes Daddy! Stop!

JILL
No, we’re going! Take Uncle John’s 
keys and throw em in the ditch.

She does, as they fly down the road.

JILL (CONT'D)
There’s no turning back.

JEN
I don’t understand!

JILL
You know what they did to Sissy?

JEN
I know she was crying for weeks.

JILL
You’re next. Turning twelve. Now do 
you get it?

JEN
Oh Lord.
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JILL
After they did that to the Jezebel 
girls, all the girls disappeared.

JEN
Then went to live with our cousins.

JILL
No, they didn’t. They were sold. 
Sold like a breeding sow. Then the 
girls from outside, come through 
Jezebel House. Turn around. They're 
following. If it’s the police, 
we’re sitting pretty. If it’s our 
people, we gotta hide in the bush.

JEN
So you want the police?

JILL
Heck yeah! The police never come to 
this end of the county. Now with 
the jail break, they’ll be all 
over. This is our chance!

JEN
There is somebody back there, I see 
lights – got a gun in the glovebox!

EXT. OUTSIDE A LARGE HOUSE - DAY

Cops meet ALISTAIR.

FIRST STATE COP
We have some escaped prisoners. 
…Mind if we have a look? 

ALISTAIR
You got a warrant?

FIRST STATE COP
Some of these boys are violent.

ALISTAIR
Got fences and guards all around. 
Anybody in here get on a phone and 
call you people?  I want to know.

FIRST STATE COP
No sir.
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ALISTAIR
My god-daughter Jill, she ran off. 
You know anything about that?

Down the road, three cops watch, one emerging empty-handed 
from a store with a frightened shopkeeper in the doorway. 

FIRST STATE COP
Folks here learn not to talk – good 
old boys hear you badmouthing them, 
look out!  You got the wrong bumper 
sticker, they smash your 
windshield. Where's my coffee?

SECOND STATE COP
Made the mistake of mouthing off 
about the pastor. Word went out – 
none of the shops will sell to me. 

FIRST STATE COP
You know what I heard? All the 
folks live up the hills, they sell 
girls from here to Georgia. Up and 
down the east coast. Heard of a 
place called the Jezebel House.

EXT. CAB OF THE PICKUP - NIGHT

Jill and Jen on the run. A GUNSHOT, and a bullet whistles 
through the trees nearby.  

JILL
Can they see us?

JEN
Just a lucky guess....What happens 
to me when it happens?

JILL
Ain’t gonna happen to you. You got 
your blood? Did Mamma explain it?

JEN
I just figured it out.

JILL
What happens next is worse. Because 
it’s family doing it. Your brother, 
looking at you like Rufus looks at 
a squirrel before he rips it apart.

JEN
And then they sell you?
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JILL
I don’t know how to drive, I don’t 
know anything outside the hollow.

JEN
They’re still there.

JILL
Prisoner come down that hill, cross 
right in front of us.

JEN
You mean you want to find him?

JILL
He’s a magnet for cops!

JEN
Because he’s a killer!

JILL
Or a rapist.

JEN
Or a rapist!

JILL
You and me by ourselves, the odds 
are against us. I’m gambling.

JEN
You sure are.

Another GUNSHOT. 

INT. KITCHEN OF THE LARGE HOUSE - NIGHT

Alistair with his wife and son.

ALISTAIR
You got all the boys out looking?

ALISTAIR’S SON
John got the locksmith to get his 
open. Those girls done gone 
crazy....You talked to Sissy?

WIFE
The girls have questions about 
their bodies. Need a doctor.

ALISTAIR
We take care of our sick. 
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WIFE
I had a question about the school. 
Is that alright? We want to add 
more some practical classes –

ALISTAIR
Town’s getting small. We go out the 
county, recruit families, but we 
keep losing children. No books cept 
what we approve, no TV, no 
internet. They get book learning, 
they leave, and the town dies. 

WIFE
Is that why you pick husbands for 
the girls so early? Get them 
pregnant so they can’t run?

ALISTAIR
What did you just say to me?

WIFE
Sorry. I was prideful.

ALISTAIR
Yes, you were.

ALISTAIR’S SON
They’re rooting around in the 
hollow, trying to find a way out.

Crowbar enters; they proceed to an attic filled with girls.

ALISTAIR
Cover every inch of this hollow. 
Jill spent months in the Jezebel 
House. She's seen it all. She gets 
to the police, God help us.

CROWBAR
Got buyers for the girls. Stay on 
Jill, I go after Brit and that cop.

ALISTAIR
Where’s your friend High Top?

CROWBAR
Leave him out of this.

EXT. CAB OF THE PICKUP - NIGHT

Jill drives the truck through a tiny road in the woods.
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JEN
They’re looking for us! F-150s. We 
need to get down the riverbank.

A prisoner, WAYNE, bursts out of the tree line. Jill hits the 
gas by mistake; knocks him down. They hop out.

JEN (CONT'D)
The left one is the brake, right?

JILL
Oh shut up! Roll him over. 

WAYNE
Who the hell are you people?

JILL
Keep it down, there’s trucks right 
there. …We came looking for you.

WAYNE
Well, cops don’t generally run 
people over, and I ain’t never seen 
no ten-year-old bounty hunter.

JEN
I’m eleven!

WAYNE
What the hell you do that for?

JEN
She never drove a truck before.

JILL
Shut up! Like I said, we're looking 
for you. We’re escaping too.

WAYNE
From jail?

JILL
Our families. We stole a truck.

WAYNE
So now the police are looking for 
this truck. It’s my lucky day.

A GUNSHOT.

JILL
Don't move. They been hunting all 
their lives. 
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WAYNE
More good news. 

JILL
Police ain't the least of our 
problems. Use the back roads – 
police can’t get down these trails.

WAYNE
I’ve seen you drive. It’s my turn.
You’re either Campbell or Alistair. 
Your kin are all over the jail. 
Grass, crank, moonshine…

They hop in the truck. 

JILL
Heard the radio. Most of you got 
caught. You the murder or the rape?

WAYNE
The murder. Killing in a barfight.

JILL
He’s not a rapist, he’s the killer.

JEN
Yeah, I’m gonna sleep like a baby. 
So how’d you get out?

WAYNE
They were moving us to the farm, 
put too many of us on one bus.

JILL
You gonna leave us be?

WAYNE
Two years without a woman. Just my 
luck. I don’t want em hanging rape 
on me too. Any ammo in the box?

He pulls over. Shoots the lock off the rear lockbox.

JILL
Not now, they’ll hear!

EXT. A RURAL ROAD - NIGHT

High Top has joined Alistair and son in the hunt.

ALISTAIR’S SON
The gunshot. Was that one of ours?
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ALISTAIR
Circle around by the pond, the rest 
of us will go down the other way.

High Top enters.

HIGH TOP
Can we keep running the girls 
through the Jezebel House?

ALISTAIR
Three days, then back to business.

The police visit the Alistairs again. Lots of guns. 

ALISTAIR (CONT'D)
Got a couple of runaway girls.

COP
And you need guns for that?

ALISTAIR
You had a jailbreak of your own.

COP
Yes. And we’d be much obliged if 
you stayed out of our hair while 
we’re tracking down these convicts. 
Guns make my troopers nervous.

The cop leaves.

ALISTAIR
You just pray we find Jill. She 
finds the police, we're all running 
into the bush.

EXT. CAB OF THE PICKUP - NIGHT

Wayne and the girls hide in the brush. Lights appear. Another 
GUNSHOT. 

JEN
How they keep finding us?

JILL
Your big mouth, that's how! We need 
to get into the thick part.

WAYNE
The truck can’t get in that far.
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JILL
Hush!...We have to tell the police 
abut the Jezebel House. That’s why 
we hunted you down – we figure, 
where you go, police go.

WAYNE
I should dump you in the bushes and 
take off.

JILL
You get us to a town, we can go our 
separate ways. Please, trust me.

WAYNE
You’re an Alistair. Not a Campbell.

JILL
Not either one, now. Campbells and 
the Alistairs been trying to kill 
each other since the grandparents. 
That’s Uncle John’s truck. He’s 
been hunting since he was six. And 
he’s the best driver in the hollow.

WAYNE
And who’s the worst?

JEN
The one that run you over.

WAYNE
He’s gonna get us. Sooner or later. 
I heard about that Jezebel House. 
All the girls.

JILL
Down the hollow, woman’s job is to 
obey and make sons. She gets 
uppity, she gets beat, then she 
gets sold. Children, same thing, 
you get beat, no matter how small.

WAYNE
Got folks like it in the city too.

JILL
This is different. Girl gets to be 
eleven, she gets visits at night. 
Uncles, brothers. Girl get drugged, 
tied up, beat with a belt. Sunday 
we have the Shaming – confess in 
front of the whole town. 

(MORE)
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Get punished for doing yoga, for 
not eating meat, for singing…

JEN
One girl ran away four times, came 
back bloody each time.

JILL
If a girl complains, they get 
Jezebel House. Girls disappear, new 
girls come in from outside. 

WAYNE
And why did you run now?

JILL
I went crazy when I heard that 
prison siren. But Jen is eleven, 
she’s getting to be, you know…

WAYNE
Don’t look at me, I’m minding my 
own…

JILL
But she was next. Her cousin Joe 
comes sniffing around. Looks at her 
like a dog watching a ham steak.

JEN
Here they come. There’s more of em!

JILL
We stop here for the night.

JEN
Gonna get eaten up by bugs.

WAYNE
You two can squeeze into the cab.

It begins to rain, and he comes around to the driver door.

JILL
You said you'd leave us be!

They all squeeze in.

JILL (CONT'D)
First time I slept with a man I 
wasn’t related to. Scooch on over.

WAYNE
Man, this is sheer torture.

JILL (CONT'D)
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JILL
You are suffering for your sins.

WAYNE
Damn right.

INT. SMALL RURAL CHURCH - DAY

Alistair stands at the head of the congregation; a girl and 
her parents approach.

ALISTAIR
And what have we here?

FATHER
Her mamma took her to the doctor. 
Caught her talking to a policeman.

ALISTAIR
And what’s the rule?

GIRL
No police.

ALISTAIR
You wouldn’t show that policeman a 
picture of you naked, would you?

GIRL
No sir.

ALISTAIR
Any trouble over at their house?

GIRL'S MOTHER
She’s getting to that age….

ALISTAIR
And you told the law? Pack her up 
for Jezebel House.

GIRL'S MOTHER
No, please…She's only thirteen.

ALISTAIR
When she gets back, she’s going to 
be shunned.

GIRL'S MOTHER
No.
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ALISTAIR
All your family, you shun her. Or 
else we shun you, too.

GIRL'S MOTHER
She’s my daughter.

ALISTAIR
It's her or all of us. Your choice. 

GIRL'S MOTHER
Aren’t you going to look into….what 
she said about her uncle?

ALISTAIR
Bunch of fairy tales.

GIRL'S MOTHER
Did you talk to her? Or her sister?

ALISTAIR
Official inquiry. Men only.

GIRL'S MOTHER
Sarah was right.

ALISTAIR
Was she, now? She took down the 
road. You leave this place, we take 
your property. You never talk to 
your family again. I'll see to it.

INT. JEZEBEL HOUSE - NIGHT

The shunned girl is locked in a room. She finds Taylor. 

TAYLOR
Please, help me get out of here. 
They're taking me away!

INT. SMALL RURAL CHURCH - DAY

Alistair holds a snake. A boy rattles a tambourine. A girl 
speaks in tongues, whips her back with a belt.

ALISTAIR
The great day is coming. The battle 
will shake the earth. Look for 
dragons in the sky, the whore, the 
monster with many heads. They’re 
coming for us – you have food in 
your cellars? Ammo? 

(MORE)

84.



Don’t let em take those guns. Those 
who remain true, take the one fork. 
All the rest fall into the pit.

The wayward, crying girl approaches.

ALISTAIR (CONT'D)
We bring Rebecca back into the 
bosom of her community. Forgive 
your father and brother. You 
confess to the sin of tempting 
these men. Accept responsibility.

GIRL
I tempted my brother. I tempted my 
father. And I'm sorry. 

ALISTAIR’S SON
(aside)

So you’re keeping her?

ALISTAIR
No buyers. Too ornery. Break her 
like a mustang. Then we sell her.

EXT. OUTSIDE A SMALL RURAL HOME - NIGHT

Two rural folks, CAMPBELL MAN and WOMAN, see Wayne and the 
girls approaching.

CAMPBELL MAN
Private property.

JILL
Please, can you help?

CAMPBELL MAN
Two girls. And a man in the bush.

JEN
Please, don't shoot!

CAMPBELL WOMAN
Hands in the air, boy. 

WAYNE
Not here to cause trouble.

CAMPBELL WOMAN
We’re all in trouble, thanks to 
you. And you, girl. You're an 
Alistair. This is Campbell land. 

ALISTAIR (CONT'D)
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The one place you can’t ever go. 
The whole hollow be fighting a war.

JILL
I was an Alistair. That’s why I 
came. It’s the one place the 
Alistairs can’t find me. I have no 
name now. I’m not going back alive.

CAMPBELL WOMAN
And what about her?

JILL
Her neither. You know why, don’t 
you? Just coming on twelve years.

CAMPBELL WOMAN
Need to ask the family. Boy, bring 
that gun. I’m not asking. Look at 
that blood. Get all that in prison?

JILL
No, I did that. I ran him over.

JEN
She doesn’t know how to drive.

JILL
Shut up!

CAMPBELL WOMAN
Boy, if you ain’t having a bad day 
at Black Rock. Get some corn 
squeezins, knock you right out. Get 
you a shirt. By the by, trail leads 
back in the bush, round the hill. 
Police never seen it. I tell you 
where, never tell the Alistairs.

A truck rolls past.

CAMPBELL WOMAN (CONT'D)
Who was that?

CAMPBELL MAN
Not one of ours.

CAMPBELL WOMAN
Boy, if you led the Alistairs here, 
you wish you were back in prison. 
Everybody quiet. 

She turns off a light and waits. The truck moves on.

CAMPBELL WOMAN (CONT'D)
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INT. MOTEL LOBBY - NIGHT

Jen looks out the window. CLERK notices Wayne and the girls.

WAYNE
Need a room for me and the wife, 
little sister.

CLERK
You two are married?

Jill puts her arm in Wayne's.

CLERK (CONT'D)
Folks look for two convicts and two 
runaways. You, girl, got a real 
good reason for doing this?

JILL
I wish to God I didn’t.

CLERK
I’ve seen em hunt down these girls. 
Take a room in the back. You girls 
grab some candy. That gun in your 
pants, the safety’s off, you’re 
gonna shoot off your pecker. Treat 
these girls right. Or I’ll know.

INT. MOTEL ROOM - NIGHT

Wayne and the girls sit warily on the bed.

WAYNE
Um, not to be rude, you need female 
products? Saw blood in the toilet.

JILL
Daddy punched me in the kidney.

JEN
He can’t sleep on the floor. You 
ran him over. He needs the bed.

JILL
Here, I’ll stay up with him in 
here. You sleep in the truck.

She bandages his back.
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EXT. SMALL TOWN SQUARE - DAY

Wayne and the girls emerge from the truck. 

WAYNE
Okay, is this close enough?

JILL
More people than I ever seen in one 
place. Sorry I ran you over!... 

(to a  bystander)
Sorry, can you find me a police?

A police unit takes them to the steps of the station.

JILL (CONT'D)
Promise you won’t take me to my 
folks?

COP
Well, that’s the law.

JILL
Ever hear of the Jezebel House?

COP
Never heard of it –

FIRST STATE COP
Wait, what did you say?

JILL
Jezebel House. You heard of it!

FIRST STATE COP
How many girls are there now?

JILL
Take a batch out to the highway 
every week. 

FIRST STATE COP
Go get the captain out of that 
donut shop. We need all units to 
come down the state road into the 
hollow. Guns and vests. 

JILL
Jenny, we did it!
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EXT. OUTSIDE A LARGE HOUSE -- DAY

Police cars drive to the Alistair compound. Alistair and a 
lot of other men are disarmed.

Cops stand before a remote building, looking in awe at a 
trunk full of cash. 

FIRST STATE COP
The Jezebel House. I don't see 
anything smaller than a twenty. 

Girls are herded to an ambulance. 

Adam and Brit arrive. Brit lets out a whoop, hugs Jill. 

BRIT
You must be that girl Jill! You did 
great!

JILL
Well, no, I ran over a guy. 

BRIT
That's okay, I'll teach you to 
drive!

EXT. UNMARKED POLICE CAR – DAY

Adam and Jen meet Maria near a strip mall.  

ADAM
Maria’s rough around the edges, 
she’s into the Goth thing. 

JEN
The Goth thing?

ADAM
Hates the whole world.

They pick up Maria in front of a McDonalds. She’s Gothed up, 
black clothes, eyeliner, sullen to the point of comatose.

JEN
Maria the Goth?

ADAM
Say hello.

MARIA
Hey.
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ADAM
She’s a Goth.

MARIA
Goths rule.

ADAM
She hates everybody and everything.

A dog owner walks by. 

MARIA
Goths rule. Aw, look at the little 
doggie! Who’s a good boy? Who’s a 
good boy?

(looks at Jen)
Dang.

JEN
Who’s the man?

ADAM
I’m one of the Genovese goombahs, 
we’re gonna go kill a guy today.

JEN
You folks been drinking? So…Goth?

MARIA
Sophomore.

JEN
So…. Mafia hit man?

ADAM
Accountant. How long is the spa 
thing gonna be?

MARIA
You’re harshing my mellow. Listen. 
Grew up in Philly. One day, before, 
mom said let’s do the Italian 
market. I’m thinking, shopping 
mall. We go to south Philly, 
amazing stores. Cheese, sausages, 
pastries – but I’m like, where’s 
the market, the mall? So I’m eating 
my gelato in my new T-shirt, and my 
Mom says “There is no mall. Italian 
market, you were in it the whole 
time. All this cool stuff, enjoy 
the moment. We’re already here 
where we wanted to be.” You need a 
spa day. 

(MORE)
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Nice Italian joint, got a bottle of 
Strega, watch the ball game, watch 
the girls go by. It’s good for you.

ADAM
Some Goth.

MARIA
It’s just eyeliner, man. It’s a 
girl’s job to freak out the adults. 
Keeps em on their toes. Next time I 
go to the social worker's I’m gonna 
toss a pregnancy test in the trash.

INT. DECAYING SHOPPING MALL – DAY

Taylor waves to everybody at the mall. Adam walks with her.

MARIA
Love the mall. Everybody knows me.

ADAM
Mall cops do. Stop picking fights.

MARIA
Why are we shopping way out here?

ADAM
You want your old pals to spot you?

MARIA
I need batteries.

ADAM
Okay.

MARIA
They're for my vibrator.

ADAM
At least you can’t get STD’s.

MARIA
It’s just for my flashlight. Man, I 
can never get a rise out of you.

ADAM
We’re in the big box. Dream large.

MARIA
I need tampons. And gym shorts.

MARIA (CONT'D)
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ADAM
Pick a shirt, some shoes. Go crazy. 
Be a girl for once. If you see 
anybody you don't like, shopping 
trip's over, we're out of here.

Shortly she returns with toys. 

ADAM (CONT'D)
Glitter tattoos and Mermaid Barbie?

MARIA
Never had one. 

INT. SMALL DELI - NIGHT

Adam and Brit meet Moretti and his goons. 

ADAM
Mister Moretti.

MORETTI
Officer.

ADAM
You got a new boy. Every month he 
shows up with cash. He sells girls. 
Teenagers.

MORETTI
What's that got to do with me?

ADAM
Usually I use a guy like that, to 
get you. Now I want to use you to 
get him.

MORETTI
Can’t help you.

ADAM
You know why your crew is the 
Genovese family? Because the guy 
who really set up the family back 
in the day went to jail.

MORETTI
Lucky Luciano.

ADAM
Prostitution ring. Luciano set up 
the whole Mafia Commission, a bunch 
of girls destroyed him. 

(MORE)
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The Luciano family became the 
Genovese family. If the law can get 
him, I can get you. And by the way, 
these mooks are trucking girls 
across state lines.

MORETTI
The Mann Act…

ADAM
Federal crime. If you don’t do 
business with me, the FBI comes in 
right behind me.

MORETTI
But you say you don’t want me?

ADAM
I want the pimps.

MORETTI
So I lose that pack of money I 
theoretically get every month.

ADAM
And I forget I was ever here.

BRIT
Crowbar is ripping you off. He’s 
got a racket he never told you 
about. Once a month, buyer comes 
from Asia. He buys the hottest 
girls, virgin of the month. Then he 
takes them to Asia and sells em.

MORETTI
Imagine that.

BRIT
He also takes the old beat-up 
girls, dump em in whorehouses all 
over Asia. Japan, Thailand, Korea. 
They call it taking out the trash.

MORETTI
You better get out of here.

BRIT
Asian buyers stay a week for the 
Super Bowl. Crowbar makes massive 
piles of cash. And he keeps it all.

ADAM (CONT'D)
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MORETTI
If such a thing were going on, I 
wouldn’t know where to find –

BRIT
Top floor of the Convention Center.

MORETTI
And what do you want from me?

BRIT
Just the satisfaction of doing a 
good deed.

MORETTI
You got a beef with these guys?

BRIT
You have no idea.

MORETTI
You be careful, kid.

INT. SWANKY HOTEL SUITE - NIGHT

Player's Ball. Pimps, Asian execs, frightened girls, liquor.

PIMP
Player's Ball, girls, girls, girls! 
Everybody goes home happy. This 
batch, been in New York too long, 
time to send em cross country.

SECOND PIMP
Naw, don’t need black girls this 
month. White meat sells top price, 
just like KFC. I’ll take all five. 
You two look a little rough, get 
them out to Asia. You two get 
Mexico. And you I keep for myself.

EXT. OUTSIDE A MASSIVE HOTEL COMPLEX - NIGHT

A police raid. Well-dressed, angry Asian executives and 
security men, pimps, prostitutes, and Crowbar security guys. 
Down the street, Moretti watches with satisfaction.

MORETTI
See if these punks try to pocket my 
money again.
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Crowbar's security man sees Moretti, and throws a sidewalk 
table aside in frustration.

Ali and Jasmine herd the prostitutes from the hotel into a 
van. Maria and Brit watch. 

MARIA
This is some kind of awesome. Told 
you the fresh meat would be here.

BRIT
These teenagers look like grown 
women. Tall, big racks, the big 
talk. They’re baby ducks and they 
get run over. No sign of Taylor. 
We're too late!

INT. AN APARTMENT - DAY

Adam introduces Brit to Jill and Jennifer.

ADAM
This is Jill and Jennifer.

JILL
She works with the van people!

ADAM
She did. Then she helped lead the 
police raids. Shoe Town. We even 
hit the Convention Center.

JILL
Virgin of the month? Crowbar must 
have gone insane. You said Brit?

BRIT
You've heard my name?

JILL
Heard it from that girl. Taylor.

BRIT
You saw her at the house?

JILL
You need to find her fast. She's 
virgin of the month.

BRIT
Virgin  -- what?
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JILL
Put her on a ship for Asia, auction 
her off. She's worth a fortune.

INT. TRUCKSTOP - NIGHT

Brit goes behind the bar confronts the bartender. The 
stranger watches. 

BRIT
You sold that girl Taylor like a 
pound of fish.

BARTENDER
You better get out of here.

BRIT
Where is Crowbar hiding?

BARTENDER
You must be joking.

BRIT
I'm a psychic. I can see the day 
your life comes to an end, your 
last words. "I thought that girl 
was joking." Send me to Crowbar, 
he's gonna send me to find Taylor.

STRANGER
You trying to take a bite out of 
Crowbar? He's gonna kill you. 

But then the scary stranger nods assent.

BARTENDER
The garage off the avenue where 
they got the vans. 

BRIT
Anybody asks, you didn’t see me?

BARTENDER
Never heard of you.

BRIT
Still think I’m only worth a case 
of scotch?

BARTENDER
Get out of here, kid.
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EXT. CITY STREET - NIGHT

Captain, Adam, Jasmine, Maria. Down the street, police units. 

CAPTAIN 
This kid is too young.

JASMINE
Crowbar doesn’t know her. Remember 
everything Brit told you? Remember 
the part about Westchester. 

MARIA
I want to do this! I want to help!

CAPTAIN 
You’re sure Crowbar and High Top 
have never seen you?

MARIA
No, it was always Blue Hat! We lose 
Taylor, Brit's gonna just drown. 

CAPTAIN 
This is a stupid idea. You come out 
in fifteen minutes or I bring in 
every cop in the state.

MARIA
Love you too, sweetie. 

INT. LARGE WAREHOUSE – DAY

High Top finds Crowbar counting cash. Maria is in a corner.

HIGH TOP
This girl said she wanted to see 
you. Alone. Owes you money.

CROWBAR
Any wire? A knife?

High Top searches her thoroughly.

MARIA
Careful with the produce!

HIGH TOP
Hold still before I smack you one.

CROWBAR
Okay, enough. Give us a minute.
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HIGH TOP
(looks her over)

Take your time, man. Don’t want to 
be rushing that!

Blue Hat leaves; Crowbar stands between Maria and the door.

MARIA
What the – I’m fourteen!

CROWBAR
You want to get to fifteen? My old 
boss used to tell me about Mexico, 
they use women as assassins, hide 
razor blades inside their – well, 
be glad I stopped him. I’m in a 
rough business --

MARIA
Please don’t tell me about your 
business. I want to walk out of 
here alive.

CROWBAR
We’ll see about that. You owe me 
money?

MARIA
That was to get you alone. The guy 
who is sticking up your massage 
parlors is right outside. The guy 
with the high tops.

CROWBAR
Bullshit. Not gonna be that easy.

MARIA
He drives that big Lincoln, right?

CROWBAR
How did you –

MARIA
Did he give you some bullshit 
excuse for where he was last night?

CROWBAR
He has a sick uncle. Mount Sinai.

MARIA
Manhattan? He was in Westchester. 
You think he's working the back end 
of the pipeline. 

(MORE)
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He's working the front, the places 
where you get girls.

CROWBAR
How did you find out about that?

MARIA
He was up the hills at the Jezebel 
House. He was at Shoe Town too.

CROWBAR
And then they both got busted. 

MARIA
He was at the strip club, airport, 
the massage parlor, the motel. At 
that convention you were in the 
penthouse, selling girls to that 
Asian guy, he was in the basement, 
talking to the guys with the vans. 
And then he told the cops about 
what was going on upstairs. 

CROWBAR
And that means…

MARIA
He saw your whole network, behind 
your back. He doesn’t need you now.

CROWBAR
And that means…

MARIA
Any day now, he’s gonna kill you.

CROWBAR
No way, kid. We been like this 
since...

MARIA
Think. A lot of things make sense 
now, right?

CROWBAR
You now have my undivided 
attention. What do you want from 
me?

MARIA
That girl Taylor. She's a baby. 
Give her back. Please. 

He thinks; pulls out his phone. 

MARIA (CONT'D)
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CROWBAR
You can pull out. Come home. Deal’s 
off....Yeah, the little girl, cut 
her out of the herd. Don’t worry, 
you still get extra. Well, good 
thing I called, then.

(hangs up)
Good thing you came -– in half an 
hour your friend would have been on 
a ship. The safest thing is to sell 
you and sell your little friend to 
the Chinese.... Yo High Top!

He calls goons in, slaps Maria.

CROWBAR (CONT'D)
You steal my money again, I make 
your face look like a map of the 
subway!

A microscopic nod: they have a deal.

MARIA
Sorry about the misunderstanding. 
It won’t happen again.

CROWBAR
You owe me double for the week.

Crowbar nods to High Top, who follows the terrified girl down 
the street. They reach the pool of light from a street light. 
Grabbing her shoulder and turning her around...

HIGH TOP
Where have I seen you? 

She shakes her head; he looks her over, top to bottom.

HIGH TOP (CONT'D)
You got an older sister? It’s the 
damnedest thing.

He follows her for a bit, and she hears him behind her. He 
turns and walks back to the garage. She walks, turns, sees 
High Top is gone, and collapses against a wall.

CROWBAR
How’s the uncle?

HIGH TOP
We think he’s gonna pull through.
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CROWBAR
A guy’s gotta be careful, take care 
of his health.

INT. WAREHOUSE - NIGHT

High Top yells at a security guy.

HIGH TOP
What do you mean, they pull her off 
the ship? Taylor, the little girl?

SECURITY GUY
Crowbar's orders.

HIGH TOP
Crowbar's retiring.

SECURITY GUY
Says who?

HIGH TOP
That girl is the golden goose. I've 
got buyers waiting to bid on her. 
We get her to Hong Kong, the money 
for her alone will be enough to 
expand all across the northeast.

SECURITY GUY
So put her back on the ship?

HIGH TOP
Get her out of here now!

EXT. UNMARKED POLICE CAR - NIGHT

Adam returns to the car where Brit awaits.

ADAM
I double-checked the place, the 
time, she's not here!

BRIT
Something must have got crossed up. 
She's still heading for that ship. 
How many ships go through New York?

ADAM
Too many. Get us downtown, fast!

101.



INT. POLICE STATION - DAY

Adam and Brit visit the Port Authority.

BRIT
Port of New York has its own cops?

PORT COP
Two hundred miles of shipping 
channels, three airports and Ground 
Zero, so yeah.

BRIT
Can you find the little girl?

PORT COP
Most ships are big ugly things that 
do one job, oil, cars, containers. 
On a big rig, a sailor might 
smuggle drugs, but not people. Too 
much security. 

BRIT
So a little ship?

PORT COP
Little tramp freighter, scrounges 
one load at a time. Look for a 
freelance, ten thousand tons. If a 
tramp is taking her to Asia, gotta 
catch a new ship at Singapore.

They all look at shipping schedules.

BRIT
Singapore! Ship sails today!

EXT. NEW YORK DOCK - NIGHT

A motley crew: Adam, pros, Moretti, mobsters.

MORETTI
So why you brought me here and not 
the police?

ADAM
I know how you got to be boss. You 
hunted down more guys than the Lone 
Ranger. Not that I can prove it. 

MORETTI
You’re a cop, and you’re helping me 
nail the guy who stole my money?
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ADAM
I'm an accountant. I don’t know how 
much ammo you have, but double it. 

MORETTI
Okay, here they come!

Massive shootout. The Genoveses have the sex traffickers 
surrounded. One of the traffickers takes off running. Two 
Genoveses fire but miss. Adam shoots him in the rear end.

MORETTI (CONT'D)
Hey, my tax dollars at work!

ADAM
Yeah, like you pay taxes.

MORETTI
My accountant can’t shoot like 
that.

NYPD arrives, arrests traffickers; a new cop follows, BAUER. 

COP
Hook em up. Yeah I want to shoot em 
too but tragically, common sense 
has prevailed. Anybody has his 
adrenalin turned up to eleven, send 
em to their precinct. Let’s try not 
to make the eleven o’clock news. 
Okay, big shot, make the arrest.

ADAM
You have the right to remain 
silent, if you need an attorney – 
I’m an accountant, I don’t know…

The mob guys recite the Miranda perfectly.

MORETTI
Hey, I remember you, the Chevy, the 
fifteen coffee cups.

COP
Two months surveillance. I indicted 
you.

MORETTI
And they acquitted me. God Bless 
America.

Bauer flashes his badge at Adam. 
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ADAM
You’re arresting me?

BAUER
No. I’m taking your badge. I'm your 
new captain. Or I was. 

Brit watches, stunned.

Port Authority police are herding crew members and women off 
the freighter. Adam spots Taylor.

ADAM
Taylor? I know your friend Brit.

One of the girls spots Adam arriving.

GIRL
He's not a real cop! He works for 
the pimps!

Taylor goes bananas and starts hitting Adam. He pins her.

ADAM
For an accountant, I get hit a lot. 

TAYLOR
Son of a bitch -

She sees Brit.

TAYLOR (CONT'D)
Brit! -- Thank you!

She hugs him. Brit sees Taylor and they go totally bonkers. 

ADAM
Serious mood swings. She looks 
okay, just a little, you know, high-
mileage.

INT. POLICE STATION - DAY

Moretti enters the police station. The cops are agog. He 
enters the captain’s office.

MORETTI
You looking for that guy Crowbar? 
You can stop looking for him now.

104.



INT. CELLAR OF THE REMOTE HOUSE - NIGHT

High Top, bloodied, bound, watches helplessly as Crowbar 
starts his chain saw.

MORETTI V.O.
That little girl persuaded Crowbar 
that High Top was planning to kill 
him, so bye bye High Top.

EXT. NEW YORK SIDEWALK - NIGHT

Crowbar shot by a mobster.

MORETTI V.O.
And then some amazing accident 
happened to Crowbar. Lead 
poisoning. Police suspect foul 
play. 

EXT. CEMETERY - DAY

Quick shot of Crowbar’s corpse before the coffin is shut.

BRIT V.O. 
We couldn’t kill the pimps. But we 
could get them to kill each other. 

Crowbar’s funeral, attended by a mix of crooks and family in 
black. Adam, the captain, and all his girls step out of a 
van. The girls are all tarted up: not a black dress in sight. 
They are making a statement. 

ADAM
Crowbar is really dead.

CAPTAIN 
You and me too. They erased us from 
the force. Like we never existed.

EXT. PARKING LOT - DAY

Bauer walks up to the old captain’s decrepit car, all the 
worse for wear after Brit drove it. He gets in and it creaks 
hideously. A look of disgust as he starts it.

INT. APARTMENT - NIGHT

Taylor, Jen and Brit watch TV. Maria approaches, with 
"bitchin" glitter-tattooed on her face, holding her Barbie. 
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MARIA
Big news! Nurse said my chlamydia 
is gone! Doesn't hurt when I pee!

She waves her doll with delight and sits. 

JEN
They have a whole channel for this 
Disney stuff. All these kids, never 
have any real problems. 

BRIT
Why don’t you go take that bath. 
I’ll wash your clothes.

TAYLOR
Let me just sit. Can we get a cat? 

She snuggles closer. 

MARIA
We're missing the Walking Dead. 

Later the captain comes home; Maria watches a horror movie. 

CAPTAIN
Don't have enough beds -- 

He finds Brit and Taylor sleeping on the floor in blankets. 

CAPTAIN (CONT'D)
Geez, you're not homeless anymore.

MARIA
You sure? Where we all going?

CAPTAIN
CPS get you a group house. 

MARIA
When we're 18, back on the street. 

CAPTAIN
I'll figure something out. 

EXT. OUTSIDE A HOME IN A RICH NEIGHBORHOOD - DAY

Brit outside her old house in a car, with Taylor, Jen, Maria. 

TAYLOR
Your family? You going in?

Brit takes Taylor's hand. 

106.



BRIT
My family just got a D in Biology. 

TAYLOR
Teacher's a tool. Take me home. 

BRIT
Spaghetti night. You got the D, you 
cook. 

MARIA
Found a vampire movie we can watch.

BRIT, TAYLOR
No!

JEN
I vote for the vampire movie. 

INT. HOTEL SUITE - DAY

A new recruiting team, Courtney and a handsome young man, 
escort three high-heeled 15-year-olds into the room. Outside 
is an unarmed guard in a brown polyester uniform: Adam. 

COURTNEY
You here for the catering job?

GIRL
No, we’re here for the modeling.

COURTNEY
I think you're going to be a star. 

FADE OUT. 

THE END. 
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