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FADE IN:

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

REBECCA Kiesler, an engineer in her thirties, sits in a small 
space ship, the Harvey, removing the helmet of her spacesuit. 
She takes the controls and the ship begins to lift.

The Harvey is simply three sausage-like pods end to end, with 
two engines on each end. The engines can be aimed parallel to 
the length of the ship for normal thrust, or thrust downward 
to hover on the lunar surface. 

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE - DAY

Rebecca’s ship lands in a crater on the moon. She emerges and 
sees widespread manmade destruction: big piles of lunar dirt, 
big trenches, broken equipment. She picks up a handful of 
dirt, examines in, throws it to the ground, and carefully 
wipes her hands.

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE - DAY

She lands in another crater, deeper, so she must fly more 
carefully. Her landing is disrupted by medium-size rocks 
which make her ship tilt at a dizzying angle. She lifts off, 
shifts a few yards, and lands. She emerges, bashes a few 
rocks with a hammer, and flings her hammer down in disgust. 
Then throws a rock, which sails a considerable distance.

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE - DAY

She lands in another crater and emerges. She steps on a 
crumbly bit of rock and twists her ankle. She falls on her 
ass. She tries to stand and falls again. Throws another rock 
right at her ship. Panicking, she looks at the place where 
her rock bounced off the ship. She hobbles back to the ship.

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE - DAY

She approaches another crater, only to find other miners 
already there. They shine lights in her face. Blinded, she 
veers off, clips the edge of the crater, and flees over the 
horizon.



INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

The ship is at rest on the lunar surface. Inside the ship, 
Becky’s wet clothes are hanging everywhere, drying. Her 
underwear is relentlessly practical and her wardrobe is heavy 
on long-johns and comfy shirts. 

Rebecca slides out of her spacesuit. She is not a stunner and 
tries relentlessly to assemble a fashion style that repels 
men -- long-johns, aging flip flops, ratty pony tail, no make-
up. But to her annoyance, she will still attract men when she 
docks at the space station a few pages later.  ]

She is very, very pale, like all of the full-time residents 
of the space station: Sveta, Gogol, and their prostitutes and 
guards. The miners and other visitors from Earth have normal 
skin. 

She speaks to the ship’s computer, HARVEY, which actually has 
a female voice.

REBECCA
Harvey, go over it again. All the 
pissers.

HARVEY
Pissers.

REBECCA
PSRs. Permanently shadowed regions. 
Black holes. I need a crater deep 
enough so that it never gets light.

HARVEY
We looked at so many already.

REBECCA
That miner was out of his mind. 
Said he had a great big deposit of 
water. Probably gonna find a 
unicorn and a centaur down there 
too.

HARVEY
That’s sarcasm.

REBECCA
Yes, Harvey, it’s sarcasm.

HARVEY
I’m not really supposed to have a 
name. I’m not really a ship. Just a 
couple of pods with an airlock and 
engines.
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REBECCA
I’m the captain and you’re Harvey.

HARVEY
I’m just the ship’s log.

REBECCA
I’m just talking to myself.

She peers at a screen and slides from image to image 
impatiently. 

HARVEY
You mean I don’t exist at all.

REBECCA
I used to have a social life. I 
just insulted a machine. Who saved 
my ass two, three times. 

HARVEY
If I am Harvey, why did you give me 
a woman’s voice?

REBECCA
If I have to listen to a man’s 
voice all day long – pretty much 
gave up on all that.

Becky scrutinizes maps on a computer.

HARVEY
He had charts for those craters 
there. These three big ones –

REBECCA
Everybody’s been over those holes, 
just the usual stuff –

HARVEY
And then this one little one here.

REBECCA
It’s the size of my thumb, what was 
he doing there?

HARVEY
He went there nine times.

REBECCA
Go take a look. I don't find this 
thing, Sveta's gonna have my ass, 
I'll be her slave forever. 
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EXT. THE DEEP CRATER - DAY

Becky lands her craft very, very carefully at the bottom of a 
small, deep crater. The interior of the crater is much wider 
than the opening at the top, with overhangs that create cave-
like spaces along the sides.

REBECCA
I don’t think anyone has ever made 
a landing like that.

She disembarks walks across the surface, a tiny dot in a 
massive hole. She stops and looks at her feet.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
This isn’t moon dust. Did I land on 
the wrong planet by mistake?

She shines a light at her feet, and scrapes up the material 
she’s standing on. She rubs it between her fingers and finds 
her glove is wet.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Wet. My hand is wet.

She runs to her ship and emerges with a long pole. She shoves 
it into the ground and whirls it around. It takes some effort 
because the ground is frozen. 

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Water. A goddamn ocean. 

She shines her light around, and follows a tunnel, which in 
turn leads to an immense underground canyon. Filled with ice. 
The canyon runs off into the distance. 

REBECCA (CONT'D)
All these holes are filled with 
ice. Must have been an earthquake 
buried it down here. This is it. 
This is the claim. I need to get 
out of here before anyone sees me!

She boards, lifts off and rises to the lip of the crater.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Shit! 

She sees a ship in the distance and sinks back down 
immediately.
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INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

Continuation.

REBECCA
Dammit! Kill power on everything! 
Except you!

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE - DAY

She drops the ship to the deck and turns off all external 
lights. Another ship appears overhead, scans the gigantic 
surface looking for the tiny ship, and moves on.

She waits.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

Continuation.

REBECCA
Okay, let’s see if they’re gone.

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE - DAY

Rebecca’s ship flies from crater to crater, with other ships 
observing her.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – NIGHT

Becky flies while Harvey kibitzes.

HARVEY
Why have we been running all over 
the north pole?

REBECCA
The miners think I found water, but 
they don’t know.

HARVEY
You have found water.

REBECCA
They don’t know where. But they saw 
my tanks. They know I want to 
process water. 

HARVEY
Process?
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REBECCA
Run water over the photo cells, 
split it into hydrogen and oxygen, 
feed it into the tanks, take it up 
to the station. Next time I load 
the tanks at night. 

EXT. THE DEEP CRATER - DAY

Rebecca lands in the deep crater and with great effort pulls 
a small habitat unit out of the airlock. She shoves it in a 
remote corner of the crater, under an overhang. She turns it 
on, sees many lights come on, and then turns most of them 
off, so it can hibernate.

She lifts off with lights on; as she approaches the rim of 
the crater she extinguishes her lights to look around. 
Satisfied that she’s alone, she takes off quickly and then 
illuminates.

EXT. THE DEEP CRATER - DAY

Rebecca returns to the crater, parks the ship as close as 
possible to the hab, and hooks up tanks to the hab. Another 
quick dark lift-off.

EXT. THE DEEP CRATER - DAY

Rebecca returns to the crater and retrieves one of the tanks. 
She lifts off, dark, and sees a ship on the horizon. She 
immediately descends back into the crater and extinguishes 
all lights on the ship. She runs to the hab and turns off 
those lights also. In moments a ship is hovering overhead.

EXT. THE DEEP CRATER - DAY

Rebecca returns to the crater and spends a horrible day 
rolling boulders to hide the hab and tanks.

EXT. THE DEEP CRATER - DAY

Rebecca returns to the crater, brings in a piece of heavy 
equipment, and buries it.
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EXT. THE DEEP CRATER - DAY

Rebecca returns again, digs up the buried piece of gear, 
hooks it up to a new piece of gear she’s brought, turns it 
all on and tests it, and then buries it all.

REBECCA
Thank God this dust is sticky. 
You're talking to yourself again. 

EXT. OUTSIDE SPACE STATION – DAY

Rebecca detaches her ship from the space station (which 
orbits Earth), and sees three ships hovering nearby. As she 
heads to the moon at high speed, she sees them follow at a 
distance. Eventually four specks are moving across the 
massive expanse of the moon's face.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

Continuation.

REBECCA
Crap! They’re going to find the 
crater! Time for a wild goose 
chase.

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE - DAY

She flies to her tiny crater, but then shoots straight past 
it, leading the other ships on a great circular chase around 
the north pole.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

Continuation.

REBECCA
Crap. Now they know I’m hiding 
something.

She waits and watches. 

EXT. OUTSIDE SPACE STATION – NIGHT

Becky docks back at the station.
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EXT. LUNAR SURFACE - DAY

Rebecca flies across the north pole and lands – in the wrong 
crater. 

HARVEY (V.O.)
This is the wrong crater. 

REBECCA (V.O.)
Exactly. Wild goose chase. Are they 
watching?

She gets out and begins to aimlessly examine rocks. A ship 
watches her for a minute and then leaves. She climbs to the 
top of the crater, sees the ship leave, and then walks half a 
mile on the surface to her small crater, the real one.

She finds a place where the walls of the crater are shallow, 
pauses, and jumps down.

She checks her hab, and then realizes she needs to get out of 
the crater again. She stands, hands on hips. From where she 
stands, the crater looks enormous. 

She rolls a boulder over to a shallow part in the wall, 
climbs laboriously to the top of the boulder, falls and 
climbs again. Now only ten feet from the rim, she jumps for 
it and misses. She climbs the boulder again, and this time 
she makes it. She limps back to her ship and sits outside.

REBECCA
Harvey, just let me sit here a 
second. 

HARVEY
Your oxygen levels are --

REBECCA
I don't have the energy to do pre-
flight right now. You know what 
adrenaline is?

HARVEY
Some sort of hormone --

REBECCA
Every day I sail on a sea of 
adrenaline. I fly in space and land 
on the moon, where there are a 
hundred stupid ways to die, 
including bad luck. 

HARVEY
You can always go back to earth. 
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REBECCA
I'd be in jail within hours. 
There's no going back. Now that I 
found this water, all the miners 
will be hunting me, and then the 
Russians.

HARVEY
The Bratva. 

REBECCA
The doctor on the station says I 
secrete enough adrenaline to kill a 
normal person. And now I have to 
deal with Sveta. 

INT. BROTHEL - NIGHT

Becky shuffles in, long-johns, flip flops, cap. SVETA, a 40-
year-old madam, looks suspiciously at Becky. They are in a 
small office within a brothel on the space station.

Most of the inhabited pods on the space station are now 60 
feet across, and many pods are divided into smaller 
compartments. The station rotates so that the areas out by 
the circumference get a bit of artificial gravity; the areas 
close to the center are free-fall.

REBECCA
I found it! The ice field, it's 
like the Grand Canyon. That's got 
to settle the score. 

SVETA
That faster-than-light thing you 
were gonna build –

REBECCA
The Alcubierre drive --

SVETA
Doesn’t matter what you call it, I 
paid for it, where is it?

REBECCA
The other investors walked away.

SVETA
And I paid all that money for a 
pile of crap.

REBECCA
I warned you –
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SVETA
And I warned you. That money wasn’t 
all mine. It was Bratva. Russians. 
You don’t just declare bankruptcy 
and go on to your next scam. You 
don’t run away. Even in outer 
space.

REBECCA
So when is my debt paid off?

SVETA
When I say so. I have an 
engineering job, moving the 
station, killing a satellite, you 
get off your ass and move.

REBECCA
I’m going to get killed out there. 
But were you listening? I found 
that ice, it's gigantic! That 
should be enough to get me off the 
hook forever! But those miners know 
I found something.

SVETA
You were careless. Do they know 
where?

REBECCA
Not yet, but they follow me 
everywhere.

SVETA
Are you going to tell me where?

REBECCA
No, I want to live a little longer. 
Are you going to tell me who I’m 
really doing this for?

SVETA
Don’t press your luck. Just work 
the claim.

REBECCA
This is probably the biggest pile 
of water on the moon. You hand it 
over to the Bratva, the Russians 
own the moon.

SVETA
You know what happens if I don’t 
give it to the Bratva? 

(MORE)
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They take over the whole station, 
and then take the moon anyway. 
Tomorrow you start cleanup again.

REBECCA
Shit!

She looks around.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Look at this place. Half the people 
in here are fugitives from 
somewhere. The rest are crooks. 
It's like Casablanca before the 
Nazis showed up.

SVETA
They're already here. So why can't 
you go home?

REBECCA
That's my business. How long before 
you set me free? Give me a price, a 
date! 

Rebecca ignores her and crosses to a bar which is crowded 
with drunken horny miners and very young prostitutes. Despite 
all the younger talent around her, she still manages to 
attract a stream of miners who aren't too drunk and aren't 
intimidated by her obvious intelligence and obvious lack of 
interest in conversation. She responds to them, one by one:

REBECCA (CONT'D)
I'm married. 
I'm a lesbian. 
I'm a married lesbian. 
I'm pregnant.
No hablo ingles. 
Jesus Christ. 
Go away. 

Finally she puts on glasses with very thick brown frames. She 
does her best to tune out the mayhem around her. She sees 
another guy approaching, and makes blinky signs with her 
hands over her head. 

REBECCA (CONT'D)
What, am I a taxi cab? I'm OFF 
DUTY.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – NIGHT

Becky is in orbit. Nodding off. 

SVETA (CONT'D)
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HARVEY
Miss.

Becky awakens with a jolt. 

HARVEY (CONT'D)
You were talking about a satellite, 
and right in the middle of a 
sentence --

Becky rubs her face. 

REBECCA
Yeah. They been sending satellites 
up here for years. They break up. A 
tiny chunk of metal, size of your 
fingertip, can rip apart a space 
ship if it’s whipping around at ten 
thousand miles an hour.

HARVEY
So how much junk is up there?

REBECCA
Ignoring anything smaller than your 
fingertip, seven hundred thousand 
chunks of garbage. Any one of them 
can blow pressure in a ship. The 
big pieces, about thirty thousand.

HARVEY
Why are you out on the edge of it?

REBECCA
So we don’t die! Sit out here, go 
with the flow of the garbage, blast 
the bits with this laser, they 
start to burn up, fall to earth.

SVETA (V.O.)
Becky!

REBECCA
What –

SVETA (V.O.)
Becky!

HARVEY
This is the Harvey.
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SVETA (V.O.)
This is an emergency! Some idiot 
went into business for himself, 
shot down a busted Russian 
satellite.

REBECCA
Hell, he probably can’t even find 
it –

SVETA (V.O.)
He did find it! He blasted it! 
Probably paid by the Chinese. Now 
it’s in a hundred pieces, massive 
debris storm, coming our way!

REBECCA
Crap! If it hits the station –

SVETA (V.O.)
I know, I’m already running 
decompression drills. Here come the 
coordinates. Get out there and 
blast that stuff!

REBECCA
The only way to stop it is to fly 
right into it with the laser!

SVETA (V.O.)
That’s why you get the big money.

REBECCA
I’m not getting any money!

SVETA (V.O.)
Sveta out.

REBECCA
Dammit! Get me a course to –

HARVEY
No need, it’s coming right for us.

REBECCA
Alright, hold on to your ass, I’m 
steering into the middle of the 
debris field!

HARVEY
Hold on to my ass. 

Rebecca cracks up. 
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EXT. LOW EARTH ORBIT - NIGHT

She shifts the ship into the center of the flow of space 
garbage, and immediately she hears little pings and bangs.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – NIGHT

Continuation.

REBECCA
There’s no way your hull holds 
together.

She puts her helmet on and pressures up her suit.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Here it comes! God, look at the 
size of these chunks! Laser on 
full!

Bigger, scarier bangs. The hull decompresses and the airs 
rushes out of the ship.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Shit, look at the size of that 
battery! Evasive!

She swings the rudder hard, then swings back.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Crap, an engine AND a solar panel – 
maybe I can wing it – YES. Alright, 
let’s get out of this.

EXT. LOW EARTH ORBIT - NIGHT

A massive chunk of debris with a solar panel attached 
cartwheels out of view. She steers out of the center of the 
flow of garbage.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – NIGHT

Continuation.

REBECCA
Can we still fly?

HARVEY
Matter of opinion. Would you like a 
course to base?
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REBECCA
Yes please.

HARVEY
Catch your breath. 

REBECCA
Nice flying, buddy. 

INT. BROTHEL – NIGHT

Becky approaches Sveta.

REBECCA
Sveta, we need a decompression 
drill, and some station keeping.

SVETA
Again?

REBECCA
You know how I told you to set up 
all these pods in a row?

SVETA
Yes, the whole station looks like a 
giant penis.

REBECCA
We put the pods all in a row, and 
up in the front we have a massive 
Whipple bumper, to keep high-speed 
debris from ripping the ship apart.

SVETA
Yes, I did all that.

REBECCA
The Whipple can’t protect the solar 
panels. We need to replace them, 
and even before then, we need to 
move our orbit up a few miles, too 
much debris down here.

SVETA
Fine.

REBECCA
And we need to turn around, point 
the engines toward the debris, 
it’ll help.
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SVETA
Spin the whole station?

REBECCA
Yep.

INT. OUTSIDE SPACE STATION – NIGHT

The station slowly, in fits and starts, rotates its position, 
end to end. Harvey is getting a new engine.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY - NIGHT

The inside of the ship still shows evidence of laundry day. 
Music is playing. Becky has rigged up a high-power shower jet 
and, wrapped in a towel, she is finishing up the task of 
rinsing out her hair. She groans with pleasure. She pops open 
a bottle of Scotch and curls into her other indulgence, a 
pretty nice ergonomic chair big enough to sleep in, patched 
with rock and roll tape.

REBECCA
Okay, you can pick the movie, as 
long as –

HARVEY
I want 2001 again.

REBECCA
Very funny.

HARVEY
Open the pod door, HAL. Let’s play 
that David Lynch thing. I still 
don’t understand it.

REBECCA
Nobody else does, either. It ain’t 
you.

HARVEY
When was the last time you left 
this ship? Two weeks?

REBECCA
Had to get food and liquor and 
soap.

HARVEY
You could live on the station.
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REBECCA
Give Sveta even more of my money. 
She doesn’t own me yet. Every damn 
thing in the world that I own, is 
on this ship, aim to keep it that 
way. Too many thieves up there.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – NIGHT

Sveta finds Becky resting her eyes.

SVETA
Becky, you take those miner runs to 
the surface. I told you. 

REBECCA
You mean ferrying all those miners 
to the moon?

SVETA
It’s a cash cow.

REBECCA
Sveta. I’m doing all your nasty 
jobs, the dangerous stuff. And I’m 
rescuing the lost miners. And then 
coming back here to do more. I live 
on my ship, I never sleep. Don’t 
kill the golden goose.

SVETA
The golden --

REBECCA
Emancipation Proclamation, 1863, 
look it up. 

INT. AIRLOCK - NIGHT

A ship docks with the airlock and ANATOLI, a young pilot, 
enters. A dozen new miners, obviously first-timers, enter and 
talk loudly to cover their fear of being in space. And then 
they look around and fall silent.

Two of the arrivals are a 35-year-old Chinese businessman, 
DAVID WU, and a teenager named CHARLEY. Sveta arrives.

SVETA
What do you have for me this week?
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ANATOLI
Another load of entrepreneurs, 
ready to take the solar system by 
storm.

SVETA
My favorite customers, rich and 
stupid.

ANATOLI
This is Charley, his father has a 
claim up here, he’s taking over.

SVETA
Have you ever worked a mine before? 
Of course not.

ANATOLI
And David Wu, a banker.

SVETA
We don’t have banks up here.

DAVID
I’m just looking around.

Now Sveta’s suspicious.

ANATOLI
For this week, the Wells Fargo 
wagon –

SVETA
Let me see the list. I asked for 
movies, meat, soap –

ANATOLI
You have no idea what it’s like 
down there.

SVETA
You were the one that fixed the 
cooling system, it’s fouled up 
again. Becky doesn't have time now. 

ANATOLI
It’s a million years old. Can I get 
a Hollywood shower?

SVETA
Price is same as always.
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INT. BROTHEL – NIGHT

Anatoli “showers” with a tiny water jet, a tube of soap, 
rinseless shampoo, and wipes.

INT. LARGE SPACE IN THE BROTHEL – NIGHT

Anatoli pushes into the crowd and gets a drink. In the center 
of the sixty-foot circular space, three dancers are doing 
some glorious zero-gravity dancing. Occasionally they float 
down to the edges, where there is a bit of gravity, and then 
kick themselves up into the zero-gravity zone in the middle 
of the space.

Anatoli sits in front of the gravity dancers. A working girl 
touches his shoulder; he looks at her and shakes his head. He 
ignores the people around him and stares at his drink.

Rebecca, in her long-johns, stands in a corner. She nods at 
Anatoli; they've gotten each other out of jams before. She 
quickly scrutinizes the new arrivals, Charley, and then 
David. 

INT. BROTHEL – NIGHT

Sveta squares off with a scary-looking pimp, GOGOL. The 
conversation goes methodically: they are trying to size each 
other up. A young prostitute named OKSANA is doing her best 
to become invisible.

GOGOL
So you think this is alright? Pay 
the move tax for the girl to go 
from your house to mine, and now 
she wants to go back?

SVETA
Yep.

GOGOL
She’s gonna pay the tax again. Or 
you, either way. Only reason I let 
you run a house, there’s too much 
business for me to handle.

SVETA
Don’t talk to me like you talk to 
your girls. I’ll warn you once.

GOGOL
This is the third time.
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SVETA
Stop beating the crap out of your 
girls and they’ll stop coming to 
me.

GOGOL
Don’t be telling me my business.

SVETA
You’re running a plantation, you 
cook the books so none of those 
girls ever pays off their debt.

GOGOL
Now what did I just tell you?

SVETA
The high rollers come up here, they 
see your girls with the cuts and 
the bruises, they walk right out, 
come right to my front door.

GOGOL
You know that house of yours can 
run just fine without you. If 
things turn out that way.

SVETA
Just you remember. Everybody on 
this station owes me.

GOGOL
So everybody be happy when you’re 
dead. All debts are paid. One other 
thing. Bratva heard about that dead 
man’s strike down on the surface, 
the moon. If it's true, it's enough 
water to run the whole place. I got 
miners all over the pole looking 
for it.

SVETA
And?

GOGOL
Word has it, you hired that girl 
Becky to run it. You tell her to 
clear off.

SVETA
The man’s son is going to work the 
claim.
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GOGOL
No place for a child.

Sveta turns to OKSANA who has a soft British accent, west 
country.

SVETA
So now you like me after all?

OKSANA
I just want to come back –

SVETA
You called me one or two names. You 
threw a couple of miner words at 
me. Hopped the fence to the other 
house. He didn’t even pay me the 
move tax. You think you know your 
numbers. You took five of my best 
customers with you? Over to the 
other house? For how many months?

OKSANA
I’m sorry –

SVETA
Add up the numbers. How much money 
out of my pocket?

OKSANA
I’m sorry –

SVETA
Sorry? What does that mean? What 
does that get me? You figure it 
out, how much you owe me. For now 
you work the miners.

OKSANA
What about my old customers?

SVETA
Once you put the happy back in my 
face, you can start working the 
high rollers. Alright, down to your 
drawers, see what he did to you.

Sveta's genuinely concerned. The girl is covered in bruises. 
And a tattoo.

OKSANA
He said that once I did enough time 
working his house, the tattoo would 
fade.
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SVETA
And you believed him.

OKSANA
So it’s not coming off?

SVETA
It’ll get fat and wrinkly when you 
get old. You got cooties, go get a 
shot from the nurse. You know how 
the pay tax works? Girl wants to 
switch houses, boss has to pay the 
tax? More money out of my pocket. 
And you’re gonna make it good.

OKSANA
Really, I understand.

SVETA
Do you? Pay tax only works so many 
times. If you can’t behave here, 
there’s nowhere for you to go. 
Except off the station.

OKSANA
Back to earth? I can’t.

SVETA
Well, you think you can survive on 
the moon.

OKSANA
I’ll try! Really, I will.

Gogol is in a hallway with one of his Bratva. 

GOGOL
You spread the word to all those 
miners. That old man who died, 
found a gigantic ice field. His son 
is coming to claim it. You tell 
those idiots to find that field 
before the kid gets down there, or 
those miners are gonna find it very 
lonely down on the surface. 

INT. BROTHEL – NIGHT

A prostitute, NADIA, cowers in a corner with a black eye. 
Another, PETRA, screams at Gogol.

PETRA
I didn’t know he was a miner!
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GOGOL
They’re all miners!

PETRA
I don’t know anything about the 
mines!

GOGOL
He told you about the platinum 
vein!

PETRA
I don’t even know what platinum is!

GOGOL
When were you going to tell me? His 
claim already got jumped by another 
miner, that was supposed to be 
mine! You making side deals now?

He slaps her.

GOGOL (CONT'D)
Every day the Bratva tells me, send 
more money. We’re broke. And now 
all that platinum is in somebody 
else’s pocket.

PETRA
Go ahead, hit me again! There’s no 
way I can work the miners with a 
face like this! Hit me, you 
bastard! Holiday for Petra!

GOGOL
Holiday. 

And he does.

INT. BROTHEL – NIGHT

Sveta walks Charley through the brothel. He is agog, watching 
the dancers.

SVETA
Your father’s lawyer paid me to 
defend your claim on the moon. I 
didn’t know they were sending me a 
boy to take care of.

CHARLEY
But I own everything.
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SVETA
Up here you own what you can keep 
with both hands. The Bratva wants 
your claim. Grown men. Criminals.

CHARLEY
Aren’t you Bratva?

SVETA
I don’t mess with them, they don’t 
mess with me. I own half of this 
station –

CHARLEY
Half the station?

SVETA
Began as the ISS, the Russians 
added more, the Chinese added more, 
then they all ran out of money. I 
reached into my bag and bought half 
of it. Gogol bought the other half.

CHARLEY
The guy with –

SVETA
Yes, the other brothel.

CHARLEY
So the entire space station is one 
big whorehouse.

SVETA
Not just girls. You can buy 
anything here. Drugs, liquor. The 
big business is dreams.

CHARLEY
Dreams?

SVETA
Miner dreams. Miners look for gold 
on the moon, need landers, drills, 
hammers, bulldozers. Someday I 
retire to Miami beach, hire a sweet 
boy like you to rub my feet.

INT. LARGE SPACE IN THE BROTHEL – NIGHT

Sveta and Charley pass through a compartment in which a noisy 
crowd of miners surrounds two wrestlers grappling in the 
middle of the space where there is no gravity.
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CHARLEY
How do you know who’s winning?

In the corner there is a ball and a hoop.

SVETA
Give it a try. The hoop and the air 
around it are spinning, the ball is 
spinning, you are spinning.

He shoots the ball and misses.

They enter another packed compartment. In the zero-gravity 
middle of the space is a long sword.

CROUPIER
Place all your bets? Vasili, sit 
down, you can’t spin anymore –

VASILI
But –

CROUPIER
Twice I catch you cheating. Betting 
is closed!

He spins the sword in the air, very slowly. Finally it stops, 
pointing at a panel on the wall, which lights up. A bell 
rings.

CROUPIER (CONT'D)
Ringing on eight! Paying for eight, 
eighteen and eighty eight!

INT. SECOND LARGE SPACE IN THE BROTHEL – NIGHT

Sveta leads Charley into the foyer of the brothel. 

Two muscle men pull a violent miner through a door.

SVETA
That’s twice. Tell him he’s cut off 
for a month!...You’re a boy. You 
just want a room, we give you food, 
drink, drugs, music, gambling, 
massage. Pay one and a half for a 
gravity room, gravity costs money.

CHARLEY
How old do I have to be to get a 
girl?
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SVETA
We have girls and boys.

She points to two young men lounging in a corner, trying to 
assess whether the newcomer is going to be their customer.

SVETA (CONT'D)
You pay extra for a gravity room. 
Trust me, it’s a good deal. First 
time with a girl, you need a little 
gravity. Everybody pays.

CHARLEY
Everybody?

SVETA
Except my muscle boys. They get 
freebies. That’s my life insurance.

CHARLEY
The place is packed.

SVETA
All these miners, they’re good 
boys, they love their wives. But 
their wives are a long way away. 
Even when we spin round the earth 
in ninety minutes, nights are long.

CHARLEY
So can I –

SVETA
You just lost your family. And 
you’re paying me a fortune for that 
other thing. Lyudmilla! I have a 
young boy here. Make this one 
special. Don’t just soap him up and 
push him out the door in a minute.

Oksana steps forward.

OKSANA
I’ll take him.

SVETA
Oksana, you caused enough trouble –

OKSANA
I’ve got him.

Sveta glares at her for a moment, then turns to the other 
prostitutes.
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SVETA
Okay girls, back to work! What are 
we selling tonight? It rhymes with 
China!

GIRLS
RHYMES WITH CHINA!

INT. BROTHEL – NIGHT

A bedroom. Oksana leads Charley in.

CHARLEY
Why did you jump in like that?

OKSANA
You’re frightened. I can tell.

CHARLEY
Not afraid of you.

OKSANA
No. Not me. You came up here to do 
a man’s job.

CHARLEY
I hear it’s a rough place.

OKSANA
Well, if a young man needs to get 
up his confidence, I have just the 
thing.

CHARLEY
You’re Oksana?

OKSANA
When the Bratva bought me, they 
changed my name. My family came 
from Cornwall. Penix. P-E-N-I-X. On 
my eighteenth birthday I go down to 
court and change it.

CHARLEY
To what?

OKSANA
I’m having a contest. Raffle it to 
the highest bidder.

CHARLEY
You sound like a pirate.
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OKSANA
It’s just what we sound like.

CHARLEY
Okay, but you’re my date for Talk 
Like A Pirate Day.

She smiles. He puts his hand on the pillow. Puzzled, he 
reaches under the pillow and finds a knife.

CHARLEY (CONT'D)
What the hell is this?

OKSANA
We all have them. I didn’t know who 
you were.

CHARLEY
Well, you still don't. 

He hands the knife to her. She looks at him and puts it in a 
drawer.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

Becky scans the skies over the lunar pole. A great big earth-
rise brightens the huge wall of black. 

REBECCA
Gogol is looking for our cave. 

HARVEY
How can you tell?

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE – DAY

Mining ships sail across the grey landscape in pairs. They 
look at one black crater after another. They skip quickly 
past the craters with miners in them, and circle around the 
empty ones. 

REBECCA (V.O.)
It's the pattern, like an old Navy 
destroyer circling around, looking 
for a submarine. They skip the 
craters that already have mines. 

HARVEY (V.O.)
They only look for the black holes. 
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REBECCA (V.O.)
And now they're looking for me. I 
think they know. 

She waits and watches as they circle. 

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

Continuation. 

REBECCA
Are they following me again?

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE – DAY

Behind the ship, a wall of darkness. Then a light in the 
distance. And then another right next to it. 

HARVEY (V.O.)
Same two ships as before. 

REBECCA (V.O.)
Let's wait and see what they do. 

And they do. 

INT. BRIDGE OF A MINING SHIP – NIGHT

Hungry miners look at piles of dirt.

BOSS MINER
What you got today?

MINER
Iron oxide, the powder there, and 
the grey rock, alumina.

BOSS MINER
Is that ilmenite? They dark grey 
rock?

MINER
Yep, got a little titanium. Isn’t 
that good enough?

BOSS MINER
I need platinum.

MINER
No platinum, and no water. We could 
keep trying –
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BOSS MINER
Keep trying. Look out at that 
field. Three bull shovels to move 
the ore and the slag, the hammers, 
the drills, the explosives, the 
grinder to separate the damn ore if 
we ever find any.

Outside is a holy mess, massive piles of dirt, and massive 
vehicles, as though a giant child got tired of playing with 
his toys.

MINER
But you paid for it.

BOSS MINER
And then we pay to dump out the 
slag, pay again to process the ore, 
pay again to ship it home. Two more 
months on bread and water, this 
borderline hole in the ground that 
busted a guy’s arm and broke three 
drills, and we might break even.

Charley enters and is surrounded by miners.

BOSS MINER (CONT'D)
Welcome aboard....No country owns 
the moon. So there’s no law, no 
police, no judges. What ever you 
can find, or steal, is yours. When 
you’re a miner like your father, 
you can stake a claim. But only 
while you’re working it. You stop 
working it, there’s no more claim. 
Anybody can jump the stake.

CHARLEY
My father –

BOSS MINER
Your father, he’s dead. I’m not 
trying to lawyer you here, but if 
he’s dead, he sure isn’t working 
that claim. You tell us where it 
is, I promise we’ll make it worth 
your while. Or we can just find it 
for ourselves.

CHARLEY
The claim is mine.
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BOSS MINER
You don’t even know where it is. 
And you’re – how old are you?

CHARLEY
Doesn’t matter. Claim is mine.

The miner approaches Charley and Charley loses a staredown. 

BOSS MINER
You don’t have parents to look 
after you. You notice they check 
everybody up the station, take away 
all the guns? Can’t have guns down 
here or up there – decompression 
can kill everybody with one shot. 

CHARLEY
No guns, so it's safer. 

BOSS MINER
Just the opposite. These boys have 
their favorite knives. It is just 
too easy to kill somebody in space. 
And there are always plat thieves 
around, jumping somebody’s platinum 
claim if they’re not strong enough 
to hold it. The only law here is 
us. We keep things orderly. 

CHARLEY
So you're the law because you say 
so. 

BOSS MINER
There’s more of us down here, times 
are hard, it’s not a good time to 
stake a big claim and keep the 
whole thing. You could use a 
partner.

CHARLEY
Someday we’ll have civilization 
here.

BOSS MINER
If we live long enough to see it.

CHARLEY
Fairly certain my father would slap 
me silly, if I was ever stupid 
enough to hire a thief for a 
partner.
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BOSS MINER
Boy’s got spunk.

CHARLEY
I need to get back. 

The miners look at him. 

BOSS MINER
Of course. 

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – NIGHT

Becky argues with Harvey.

REBECCA
That boy Charley just like me, 
trying to get himself killed. These 
miners are dangerous, and then this 
nonsense here. Somebody paid a ton 
of money to salvage that satellite.

HARVEY
Legally it sounds like theft to me.

REBECCA
So arrest me. Sveta says to get it, 
I get it.

HARVEY
It’s two hundred miles that way. 
Take a deep breath. Have you ever 
tried coffee?

REBECCA
Want to give me a heart attack? A 
satellite that big can kill us. Get 
us out of the garbage lane, let’s 
find it first.

HARVEY
Your speed is perfect. We don't 
need to start over with the orbits. 
Come south, and your altitude is 
still too high.

REBECCA
First ping the satellite –

HARVEY
Got it.
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REBECCA
Then shift position, ping it again, 
we can triangulate.

HARVEY
Keep shifting south. About a mile 
to starboard.

REBECCA
Look at it, spinning like a top, 
just my luck.

HARVEY
I’m getting calls from their ground 
station. Threats, and some miner 
language.

REBECCA
Too bad. I’m here and they’re not. 
Unfold the arm and the grappler. 
Bit of thrust to the left, match up 
with her. Left again. Straighten 
her out. And up.

HARVEY
Can you grab the solar panel?

REBECCA
Spinning too fast, it might rip 
right off.

EXT. OUTSIDE THE HARVEY - NIGHT

Continuation. A massive grappler bumps the spinning debris 
and it slides off.

REBECCA
Thrust left, just a touch.

The grappler grabs the satellite at the base of a solar panel 
arm.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Okay, I’m going back.

INT. AIRLOCK OF THE HARVEY - NIGHT

Becky, suited up, enters an airlock which decompresses. She 
opens a hatch into an open pod bay where the robot arm grasps 
the satellite.
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EXT. HARVEY POD BAY – NIGHT

Becky rips apart the satellite with tools. Her favorite: a 
big hammer.

REBECCA
First, the power units. Solar 
panels shredded, toss em.

She tosses the solar panels into a corner.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
The batteries and thrusters, we can 
fix em.

She secures the heavy pieces to the walls of the bay.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Second, comms. Keep the processor, 
keep the telemetry, dump the 
antennas.

The antennas land gently atop the solar panels. She secures 
the computers to the wall.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Okay, airframe. The structure is 
bent, the thermal shielding is 
shredded, toss it. Shut down this 
bay, let’s get out of here.

A nasty bit of debris his the ship and sets it spinning.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Dammit!

INT. AIRLOCK OF THE HARVEY - NIGHT

Becky struggles through the spinning airlock and back to the 
bridge.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – NIGHT

Becky with difficulty gets into the captain’s chair and tries 
to reestablish control. 

REBECCA
Give me a little thrust to the 
right, stop this goddamn spinning! 
Where the hell are we?
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HARVEY
We’re way off course. Be faster to 
wait for the station to come round 
again.

REBECCA
Get us out of this debris field!

They shift violently to the right. Finally Becky collapses in 
her chair.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
I just can’t keep doing this.

HARVEY
Why do you call me Harvey?

REBECCA
You’re my imaginary friend.

HARVEY
I’m not imaginary. I’m a ship with 
a central processor.

REBECCA
You’re half a ship.

HARVEY
I’m as real as you. And who is 
Harvey?

REBECCA
He was somebody’s imaginary friend. 
A giant rabbit.

HARVEY
You named me – not even after a 
real rabbit. An imaginary rabbit.

REBECCA
I think we’re both spending too 
much time in space.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

Becky asleep. 

HARVEY
Miss. 

Becky twitches. 
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HARVEY (CONT'D)
You told me to remind you when we 
get close to Fowler.

REBECCA
We have to go blow up the uranium 
mine.

HARVEY
There’s a uranium mine?

REBECCA
No there isn’t.

HARVEY
I don’t follow.

REBECCA
This southern crater, some idiot 
told some other idiot down on earth 
that there’s uranium. Now there’s 
some redneck terrorist group wants 
to get their hands on it. Make a 
bomb. We told em it’s just iron and 
aluminum, they don’t listen.

HARVEY
So let them come.

REBECCA
These guys just live to start 
fights and kill people. They killed 
a miner their last trip. So now I 
have to destroy a non-existent mine 
without killing the rubes who want 
to dig for non-existent uranium.

HARVEY
The White People’s Liberation 
Front. Do white people need 
liberating?

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE - DAY

She deploys to the surface and sets up charges at three 
points around a small crater.

REBECCA
We need to get out quick – oh, 
crap!

Two rovers appear on the lip of the crater. She runs to her 
ship and lifts off. The rovers roll into the crater.
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REBECCA (CONT'D)
Get back, you idiots, the timer’s 
gonna blow –

The charges go off in rapid succession. She raises the ship 
higher off the deck to avoid the surface dust. She circles 
around the crater.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

Continuation.

HARVEY
Did you kill them?

They see one rover.

HARVEY (CONT'D)
One rover made it.

REBECCA
They must be pretty steamed. 

HARVEY
How long until they find out you 
blew up the crater?

REBECCA
Let’s get the hell out of here!

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE – DAY

Becky flies her ship to a crater, much bigger than her ice 
crater.

REBECCA
Another day, another of the labors 
of Hercules.

HARVEY
Doesn’t Sveta give her simple jobs 
to the other miners?

REBECCA
What does that tell you? This isn’t 
a simple job.

HARVEY
The man is dead. All we’re doing is 
fetching his gear.
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REBECCA
Which is fine, if we’re the only 
ones going there.

She crosses the lip of the crater, and sure enough, other 
miners are already crawling all over an abandoned mining 
claim. She thinks. 

REBECCA (CONT'D)
There’s way too many of them.

HARVEY
You could try to reason with them.

REBECCA
Ever try to talk sense to a miner? 
They all have gold and diamonds in 
their eyes.

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE – DAY

Rebecca lands her ship in an immense crater and leaves the 
ship. Five men immediately approach her with sledgehammers.

PARANOID MINER
Hey, shove off, this is our claim! 
You trying to jump my stake when 
I’m standing right on it?

She takes them in, and then walks carefully toward them. 

REBECCA
That’s a beautiful new spacesuit 
you got there. You know you got 
enough explosive there to blow us 
all to Mars?

PARANOID MINER
Little girl, I been mining twenty 
years on Earth. Don’t be telling me 
my business.

REBECCA
The moon is my business, you’re 
going to get yourself killed. The 
rock is different, the gravity is 
different –

A miner throws a jackhammer to the ground.

FRUSTRATED MINER
Three in a row. None of these 
jackhammer work. 
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REBECCA
The jackhammers, did you leave them 
out through the night?

FRUSTRATED MINER
What, are you stupid? Why would we 
drag em all the way back to the 
station?

REBECCA
The temperature drops way below 
freezing at night, boiling hot 
during the day. Anything you leave 
here needs to be thermally 
protected, or else you have to 
stash it in your vehicle --

PARANOID MINER
Yeah, what are you gonna tell me 
about mining tools?

REBECCA
Your lander and your vehicle have 
engines with thermal seals. A 
sledgehammer is just a freakin' 
hammer. But the jackhammers, did 
you stow em in the ship overnight?

PARANOID MINER
No!

REBECCA
And that's why they're busted. 
Scrap metal. You cooked em and then 
you froze em. 

PARANOID MINER
You know what’s good for you, you 
get off my site –

REBECCA
Crater this big won’t have water, 
and you don’t need explosives, 
you’re standing on powder –

PARANOID MINER
Been dealing with claim jumpers all 
my life, now you clear out --

A massive explosion knocks them off their feet. They retrieve 
two wounded men and pull them into Rebecca’s airlock.

Yes, explosives can work in space unless they are 
thermobaric.
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INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY - DAY

Continuation. 

REBECCA
Who needs to raise toddlers when I 
got miners everywhere? Oh crap --

She reaches quickly for a bag and vomits. 

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY - NIGHT

Becky is reading a book.

SVETA
Got a whopper. Got to warn you, 
this is for strong backs only.

REBECCA
Yes, Maam. 

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE - DAY

ALEKSEI, a miner, and Rebecca fly to a darkening plain. A 
dust storm swirls around.

REBECCA
It's weird having someone else on 
board. You know how to use the 
toilet?...I can’t see.

ALEKSEI
Don’t worry, this you can’t miss.

They drive over a rise and see four machines. Two are water 
finders; they look like drilling rigs on wheels, moving 
slowly around the plain. 

The third vehicle, an iron finder, has a huge pile driver arm 
and is mercilessly smashing one of the water finders.

The other water finder has cornered the fourth vehicle, a 
truck with two terrified men inside.

REBECCA
What the fute is that?
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ALEKSEI
These are water finders, robots. 
Bratva decided to save money, sent 
them to find water without anybody 
watching them. So now a dozen guys 
without jobs.

REBECCA
Looks like they’re in love with 
that truck.

ALEKSEI
Water tanker, blew an axle, water 
everywhere, the surface hasn't 
heated up yet. Water machines go 
after the water, truck can’t get 
out. The drivers gonna freeze to 
death.

REBECCA
What’s that big smacky thing with 
the arm?

ALEKSEI
Story is, it can find iron anywhere 
– including iron in another 
machine. This guy here is trying to 
rip apart the water finder for the 
iron.

They watch the iron finder rip apart a water finder until the 
latter's parts go dark and stop moving. The iron finder 
separates metal from other parts, like a lion separating meat 
from bone.

ALEKSEI (CONT'D)
Fute the truck, let’s get those two 
guys out of there. Grab a bucket.

They jog across the low-gravity plain, each carrying two 
bottles. They dump the water in a ravine. The confused water 
finder lumbers over to investigate. The rescuers run to 
retrieve the truckers, and they all run back to their now-
crammed ship.

REBECCA
Um, that iron thing? I think he 
fell in love with the ship. He’s 
coming for dessert.

The iron finder is indeed lumbering after them. They flee. 
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ALEKSEI
That thing will kill the water 
finder, then keep wandering around 
until it finds something else to 
destroy.

REBECCA
Like one of these rovers or a hab 
or a ship. A gigantic destructive 
robot with nobody controlling it. 
What could go wrong?

ALEKSEI
Money’s money....See you at the 
station later?

REBECCA
Oh my God, Aleksei. 

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

Rebecca scans the horizon. 

HARVEY
Perhaps they haven't put it all 
together yet. 

REBECCA
We're getting too close to the 
crater, they'll see us!

HARVEY
How will we know if they've found 
it, if we don't go look?

REBECCA
Take us to that ridge, just the 
other side of Lacus Mortis. We sit 
in that crack right there, kill the 
lights, and watch. 

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE – NIGHT

Rebecca flies the ship to a jagged ridge and lands 
precariously between two peaks. The surface is unstable and 
the ship rocks back and forth. She takes off and finds 
another crack to slide into. The lights go off. 

REBECCA (V.O.)
Is that the crater, to the left?
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They wait. A ship flies across the crater and continues on. 
Then it circles back, and makes a few circles around the rim 
of the crater. It hovers, and is soon joined by two more 
craft who also circle the rim.

Two of the ships carefully spiral into the crater. In a 
moment, the third one spirals in as well. 

REBECCA (V.O.)
Damn. Take me there!

They fly over the crater and see that miners have 
disembarked. The miners point at her ship. 

REBECCA (V.O.)
I think they found it. Get us out 
of here. Dammit!

They take off, and soon the other three ships are in pursuit. 

INT. BROTHEL – NIGHT

Seven prostitutes climb into sleeping bags and hang 
themselves along the walls.

FIRST PROSTITUTE
Is it chocolate week for you?

SECOND PROSTITUTE
No chocolate.

FIRST PROSTITUTE
So no soap on the Wells Fargo.

THIRD PROSTITUTE
And no movies.

FIRST PROSTITUTE
A couple of the miners look cute.

THIRD PROSTITUTE
Sweetie, these rich boys are not 
going to bring a space whore home 
to mama.

FIRST PROSTITUTE
A girl can dream.

THIRD PROSTITUTE
Most of us can’t even go back to 
earth. At least you got no police 
troubles.
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SECOND PROSTITUTE
Sure, go home and starve. Been two 
years since I saw my family.

FIRST PROSTITUTE
Three.

THIRD PROSTITUTE
Five.

FIRST PROSTITUTE
And my daughter.

THIRD PROSTITUTE
Hey, new rule. We don’t talk about 
the kids back home. Listen to you 
sniveling all night.

FIRST PROSTITUTE
Hey, I like it quiet. Some time 
alone.

SECOND PROSTITUTE
Me too.

FIRST PROSTITUTE
Yep.

INT. BROTHEL – NIGHT

Nadia, with a black eye, approaches an enormous guard, OLEG.

NADIA
Oleg, I give you a free ride 
tonight if you let me go to the 
bar.

OLEG
I can have a freebie whenever I 
want, I’m the muscle.

NADIA
Please!

OLEG
Gogol says nobody goes out. Any of 
you girls heard anything about that 
ice field?

NADIA
I do something special for you. 
Gogol is on the moon today.
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OLEG
You have an hour. After the 
special.

NADIA
Spasiba!

Oleg exits a tiny room after his special. The girl exits 
behind him and begins a headlong rush down the station, from 
pod to pod.

INT. LARGE SPACE IN THE BROTHEL – NIGHT

In the gambling room, two Bratva see Nadia.

BRATVA
That’s Gogol’s girl. Go get her!

INT. SPACE STATION - NIGHT

The Bratva chase Nadia through a kitchen pod, a storage pod, 
a pod in which a poor family is doing laundry.

She turns off the main route and into an airlock.

INT. AIRLOCK – NIGHT

Nadia enters and dogs down the door.

NADIA
Please let there be no ship.

She looks out the hatch. There is no ship out there, just 
space. She laughs!

NADIA (CONT'D)
I made it! Anya, I’m coming, and 
Gogol can’t stop me!

She takes a deep breath, decompresses the airlock into space, 
and flies off into the beyond.

Alarms go off across the station.

INT. BROTHEL – NIGHT

Sveta sees people lining up to use the radiophone, Becky and 
Charley in the lead.
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SVETA
Alright, the radio is torquing out, 
you get five minutes apiece 
tonight. If the thing doesn’t fall 
apart today, we take it apart 
tomorrow, see if it can be saved.

REBECCA
You mean no more radio?

SVETA
Don’t know.

Becky on the videophone, wearing a headset.

REBECCA
You know, I don’t care.
Just sell it.
What the hell would I do with it up 
here?
Gee, I’m trapped in a tin can in 
the sky, and you’re so busy living 
it up in MY big beautiful house 
that you can’t call the lawyer. I 
don’t know how you find the 
strength to carry on.
Yep, whenever I want to know if 
you’re lying, that’s the face I’ll 
look for. Our whole romance built 
on one big lie. Make an effort. 
Tell me a lie I can believe.
Marriage is for suckers. It has a 
fifty percent failure rate. If 
marriages were toasters we’d be 
sending them all back to China for 
a refund.
Yes, I’m the broken toaster. Me. I 
left you, I left the surface of the 
planet just to get away from you. 
That’s a kind of clue.
I had a life, you asshole! I was 
gonna do things! I end up in space 
with the shirt on my back, enough 
debt it'll take ten lifetimes to 
pay back. What the hell did you do 
with all that money?
Yeah I don’t do the whole ultimatum 
thing. I just walk away.

She leans against the wall, eyes watering. 

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Never, ever, ever again. The China 
store is closed for good. 
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She sits, thinks, yawns. 

Charley on the phone.

CHARLEY
I hope it’s over soon.
I hate space. I puked on the way up 
here.
Dad bought a hole in the ground. He 
says it’s worth a fortune, he 
didn’t even tell us where it is. 
This is a snipe hunt.
Can you wire me some money?
Yes, there’s a girl.
Her name is Oksana.
Yes, she works. She has a job.
She just does, that’s all.
I am being careful with my money.

Gogol on the phone.

GOGOL
Salut, pakhan. Good news, Papa. I 
bought more shares, I own a big 
chunk of the space station now.
Show that bitch Sveta how to run 
the show.
No, I haven't found the ice -
I'm trying, I got every miner on 
the moon looking for it. If I 
control the ice, I control the 
moon. 
You know I waited a long time in 
the Bratva. Always a soldier, never 
pushed to be a chief.
We could have a brigadier right up 
here. First Bratva boss in space.
You know how many years I work for 
you? I can lead men, just ask the 
girls in my house. They know who’s 
boss.
Can I talk to the other brigadiers?
No, it all goes to you, I’m not 
spreading it around.
Think of the prestige, you have the 
first brigadier in – hello --

Sveta on the phone.

SVETA
The dead man’s claim, it’s still a 
live claim –
The man has a son, he’s here to 
work it –

(MORE)
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Yes, I heard it’s a lot of water –
No, we don’t know where it is.
I told the boy I’d try to find it 
for him.
I gave my word.
Yes, I know the Bratva has been 
good to me.
No, I’m not looking for trouble –
Hello?...Bozhe moi!  Yob tvoi mat! 
The boy’s going to get me killed.

Oksana on the phone.

OKSANA
Have you talked to anybody about 
me?
This whole station is filled with 
people running away, it’s only a 
matter of time before he looks for 
me here.
But if he knows I’m up here, where 
do I run, to Mars?
Yes, I remember my wedding vows 
perfectly. Please, you can’t tell 
him.
Yes, he always seems nice, just 
before he starts punching and 
kicking.
No I can’t pay you. You can get me 
killed, or not.

Anatoli on the phone.

ANATOLI
Sweetie, you can’t take that off, 
other people can see this call.
Yes, I do.
Yes, I do!
Yes, I love you, I want to marry 
you right fucking now!
I know, I should embroider that on 
a pillow. Can’t believe I actually 
practiced this conversation, and 
then it came out like…that.
I can’t stop the moon runs, it’s 
too much money.
I don’t know how much is enough. 
How big a house you want, how many 
kids?
Yes, I’m staying – it’s not just a 
whorehouse, it’s like a hotel. It’s 
that or sleep in my ship. I need a 
shower.
Yes, I do. 

SVETA (CONT'D)

(MORE)
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I go but I always come back.
Something inside you is magic. You 
never turn your back on magic. It’s 
like trying to run away from 
lightning. So yeah, I’m coming 
back.

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE – DAY

Becky’s ship hovers over a large bright crater with a big, 
well-equipped team stumbling around in it.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

Continuation.

REBECCA
Space wants to kill us all, but 
space is gonna start with the 
stupid people. This must be what 
it’s like raising toddlers. Gotta 
have nerves of steel, every five 
minutes baby tries to find a new 
way to kill himself. 

She slides into her pressure suit. 

REBECCA (CONT'D)
That’s how I’m gonna die, cause one 
of these fellas did something 
stupid.... Look down here. Look at 
the sunlight. There’s no water 
there!

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE – DAY

Becky hovers over a smaller crater with three miners at work. 
Finally one of them throws a rock at her ship.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

Continuation.

REBECCA
Six teams already worked that part 
of Peterman. But you bank managers 
know better.

ANATOLI (CONT'D)
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EXT. LUNAR SURFACE – DAY

Becky sails over four more empty, dark craters.

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE - NIGHT

A fabric habitat on a plain. A small explosion, the habitat 
tears. Inside, a miner shifts an oxygen tank between himself 
and an injured miner. Becky’s ship approaches.

REBECCA
Bring it in for a landing. Break 
out the first aid kit. Again. 

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

Rebecca drinking tea on the station. Sveta and Aleksei enter.

SVETA
That load of tenderfoot miners came 
up on that big ship? They’re 
splattered all over the north pole, 
can’t find half of them.

REBECCA
I tried to warn em.

ALEKSEI
Hey, you know the route to the 
Klute crater? Prospectors went 
missing.

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE – DAY

Rebecca's ship sails across the surface.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

Continuation.

REBECCA
Go left, left! West of the path 
there was a rockslide. There’s a 
rise up there, maybe we can see 
them.

HARVEY
You know where we’re going?
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REBECCA
It’s Klute. Shut up.

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE – DAY

They see a body on the surface.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

Continuation.

REBECCA
Do we go get him?

They think.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Oh crap. Come on. Even if he's 
dead, he's all alone. No one even 
knows where he is. 

EXT. OUTSIDE THE SPACE STATION – NIGHT

The station is orbiting normally.

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE – NIGHT

Becky watches a rookie miner attempt to drag a drill out of 
an airlock. He tries to lift it and falls over. He picks it 
up, accidentally sets it drilling, and it knocks him down 
again. Becky laughs.

REBECCA
It’s a fine line. It’s funny, and 
then it’s sad.

She approaches.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Alright, where do you think you 
are?

LOST MINER
I learned the whole map. 
Sommerfeld, Pythagoras, Babbage, 
Sylvester, Peterman, Compton, 
Roris, Hercules, Stormer.
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REBECCA
This is Lacus Mortis. The sea of 
death. That should have been a 
clue. You know you blew out the 
airlock in the wrong order, do you 
even have any reserve air?

LOST MINER
Nice ship.

REBECCA
She’s the Harvey.

LOST MINER
She’s a Harvey? That’s the Mary 
Lou. After my five year old. Six, 
now. Got a baby picture somewhere.

REBECCA
Didn’t name her after your wife, 
then.

LOST MINER
Ex-wife.

REBECCA
Out here all by yourself? It's not 
for everybody. 

She turns, and takes a long look at her ship. It is dinged 
and dented like a car from the demolition derby. 

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Jesus, Harvey. The things I put you 
through. 

HARVEY
It's not as though I can feel pain. 

REBECCA
It looks like someone beat you with 
a hammer. I'm sorry, I never 
noticed. 

HARVEY
We're having adventures. Don't mind 
a scrape or two. 

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE – NIGHT

Becky sees a ship sitting in a crater.
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INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – NIGHT

Continuation.

HURT MINER
Becky, we got some fellas hurt down 
here.

REBECCA
Why are all these guys my problem?

HURT MINER
Miner’s code, babe. Duty to assist.

REBECCA
You guys been following me all over 
the pole.

HURT MINER
You found a platinum lode, you’re 
not sharing. It’s not neighbor-
like. And now we got hurt miners 
here.

REBECCA
Like you guys are real miners. 
Goddamn tourists.

INT. HABITAT - NIGHT

She arrives at a hab, very dusty inside, and removes her 
helmet.

REBECCA
Crap, gonna be here all night.

She removes her suit; she’s standing in her ugly long-johns.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
You gonna stare at my ass, you can 
fend for yourselves. You fellas 
have no idea what you’re doing out 
here.

She examines a body.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Well, you can bury him out here. 
Take him to the station, Sveta will 
just shoot him into space. You know 
how many miners die out here?
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HURT MINER
His suit just blew out.

REBECCA
Didn’t anybody tell you? This place 
is bone-dry, you build up static 
electricity, it can short out your 
suit. Man died from static. Jesus, 
did any of you wipe your feet?

HURT MINER
It’s just dust.

REBECCA
Lunar dust is ground glass, it 
sticks to everything, and if you 
breathe it it can kill you. This 
place is smeared all over with it. 
All you knuckleheads shower it off 
when you get back to the 
whorehouse.

SECOND HURT MINER
What happened to my face?

REBECCA
There’s a ton of radiation out 
there, you need an underground hab 
if you’re staying out here.

An explosion is heard outside.

HURT MINER
What the hell was that?

REBECCA
Moon has no air to stop meteors. 
Once in a while we get hit. See the 
shoulders on your suit? You get hit 
with small meteors all the time. 
You wear that suit long enough, it 
will pop like a balloon. Trash that 
suit, get a new one.

HURT MINER
Costs too much. 

REBECCA
You know what's really cheap? 
Coffins. So you gonna stop 
following me around?
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HURT MINER
Just business, kid. We know you 
found a good vein. You don't share, 
Gogol just take it from you anyway. 
See you at the station later? 

She gives him a glare. 

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – NIGHT

Rebecca looks across the landscape from the bridge. 

REBECCA
Look, they almost blew themselves 
up right there. Heroic explorers. 
We should have a memorial for the 
dead somewhere. 

HARVEY
A cenotaph, I think they call it. 

REBECCA
Carve their names in stone, so no 
one forgets them. Fell into 
ravines, popped holes in their 
suits, blew out their air locks. 
The Roll Call of the Stupid. 

EXT. LUNAR SURFACE - DAY

A defunct ship and a dead body in a space suit. Around it, a 
ring of angry miners and Russian Bratva, armed with mining 
picks and other sharp, dangerous implements. Around the 
miners, a ring of surface ships. And one ship parked down in 
a nearby crater: the Harvey. 

Rebecca laboriously climbs out of the crater toward the 
crowd, with Sveta. 

REBECCA
Never seen you on the surface 
before. 

SVETA
I'm trying to stop a civil war. The 
Bratva started sending their own 
men down to the surface. Three 
times this month, the Russians and 
the miners get into fights on the 
station. And now we got a brawl 
down here. 
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REBECCA
Don't puke in your suit. 

They reach the angry mob. 

BOSS MINER
Bratva, it just means thief. You 
stay up on the station and leave 
the mining to the miners. 

BRATVA
I paid for this claim fair and 
square. 

SVETA
Stop. Put down your hammers, your 
knives. 

REBECCA
You Bratva idiots, you stay over 
there. Does anybody here know how 
to put on a damn pressure suit? 

She walks behind a row of miners.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Didn't check your hoses. Didn't 
check your battery. Didn't check 
your oxygen AND you got your boots 
wrong. 

BRATVA
What about the dead guy?

REBECCA
You, check his suit, what time did 
he die?

A miner checks the corpse. 

HURT MINER
Okay, I've got it - 

REBECCA
Let me guess. Just after sunrise. 

HURT MINER
Sunrise. How did you know that?

REBECCA
All you idiots with your mining 
gear, every week on the station I 
tell you the rules, and every week 
you ignore them. 
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HURT MINER
What rule?

REBECCA
Always land inside a crater, never 
on the surface. Because of the 
storms.

BOSS MINER
Oh bullshit, there are no storms on 
the moon. This man had to be 
sabotaged. By them.

REBECCA
The daylight side of the moon has a 
positive electrical charge -

BOSS MINER
This is a load of crap - 

REBECCA
And the night side has a negative 
charge. When the sunlight line 
crosses the surface of the moon, 
there's a dust storm. 

HURT MINER
She's right, I saw it once. 

REBECCA
Leave your gear on the surface at 
sunrise, the dust from the storm 
sticks to it and your gear 
overheats from the sunlight. You 
land at a nice dusty spot, the dust 
can cook your whole ship if it's 
small like this one. 

HURT MINER
I can see the systems overheated. 

REBECCA
And if you're out on the surface, 
it can jam up your suit, coat you 
all over with dust, and then you 
contaminate your whole ship. 

HURT MINER
So what happened to him?

REBECCA
He lands up top, above the crater. 
Sunlight hits, the storm roasts his 
ship, systems start to go down. 
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HURT MINER
But not all of them at once. 

REBECCA
Correct. But then he panics, goes 
back to the ship. The ship is 
already overheating. He sits in 
front of the air vent to cool off, 
covered in the static dust. 

HURT MINER
It's the perfect place for dust to 
jam the vents. 

REBECCA
Now all the ship systems die, one 
by one. And he dies. 

BRATVA
You expect us to believe you? 
You're on Sveta's payroll. 

REBECCA
Look around, you morons. Look where 
I parked, down in the crater. Now 
look where you parked. 

They look. All the other ships are up on the surface. 

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Now look at the horizon. How long 
before sunset, the next dust storm? 
Your tiny little pin brains take 
time to process new information, 
but try to hustle, will you?

The miners ponder mightily, look at each other, and then run 
to their ships. 

SVETA
You stopped the war for today. But 
the big battle is coming. Probably 
right in the middle of my 
whorehouse. You still sleeping 
onboard your ship?

REBECCA
I told you, I can't afford to owe 
you any more money --

SVETA
Stay on the ship. Don't come onto 
the station unless it's absolutely 
necessary. 

(MORE)
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These miners want that ice field. 
You come to the bar, you end up 
with a knife to your throat. Now 
get me back up to the station. 

REBECCA
What will you do with me if we lose 
the ice field? Just throw me in the 
rotation with the prostitutes? Is 
that my next stop?

INT. BROTHEL - NIGHT

Becky finds Sveta counting money. 

REBECCA
So this David Wu guy, is he 
trouble?

SVETA
He has a ton of money and no common 
sense. A dangerous combination. 

REBECCA
We've dealt with a hundred guys 
like that. 

SVETA
He's too big to just shoo away like 
a horsefly. I'm going to have to do 
business with him. But he's a 
banker. He's never had dirt under 
his nails. 

REBECCA
So what do you want me to do?

SVETA
Take him out there, show him what 
the moon is really like. The Bratva 
boys, the accidents, the claim 
jumpers, the violence. Maybe he 
will learn. Or maybe he will run 
away. 

REBECCA
So even more babysitting?

SVETA
He seems housebroken. Just clean up 
your dirty laundry on that pig boat 
of yours.

SVETA (CONT'D)
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REBECCA
Men. Those girls of yours, I don't 
know how they do it. Paint your 
face, shave your legs, pretend to 
be an idiot, take whatever crap 
they throw at you. I tried.

SVETA
I'm not going to make you a 
prostitute. You have the 
personality of a crocodile. 

INT. BROTHEL – NIGHT

David and Sveta chat.

DAVID
So you want me to meet this woman. 
You can tell me the truth. I can 
sit through dinner with an 
orangutan if she has good table 
manners.

SVETA
Well, this girl, she has what you 
might call a sort of inner beauty.

DAVID
Inner beauty – oh my God.

SVETA
She has personality –

DAVID
Dammit.

SVETA
A sense of humor –

DAVID
Dammit. Am I being punished for 
something? She looks like hell on 
wheels, doesn’t she?

SVETA
Don’t be criticizing her looks. In 
some cultures that look would be 
considered attractive.

They meet Becky. Shockingly, she is in a dress. 

DAVID
Holy mother of God.
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REBECCA
My friends call me Becky.

DAVID
Sveta said you were ugly.

REBECCA
Thanks.

SVETA
I said you had inner beauty.

REBECCA
I’m filet mignon, I’m all girl.

DAVID
Well, if you’re not a girl, you 
have a pretty amazing disguise.

Rebecca smooths her dress over her hips. 

REBECCA
I haven't seen a fresh vegetable in 
five years but I still got game. 
None of that matters, since I’m 
neve going to get out of Sveta’s 
doghouse. Am I?

Sveta leaves.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
People can see my legs. This is 
impossible -- what do I do with a 
skirt in zero-gravity? So you came 
here to dig up a gold mine.

DAVID
That’s one option.

REBECCA
The dirty secret here is, most of 
the miners go broke. The real money 
is selling them equipment. Miner 
comes along, buys the bulldozer, 
the drills, gets himself blown up. 
I go down there, reclaim the gear –

DAVID
Reclaim? You mean steal?

REBECCA
Dangerous word to be throwing 
around. Not running a church up 
here. You cook?
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DAVID
Yes.

REBECCA
This is different. Cooking in low-
gravity with no flames. Need to 
learn how to boil water all over 
again. I’ll make you some grub.

DAVID
What's really going on?

REBECCA
I'm gonna show you what I really do 
for a living. And we'll see how 
long you stay for dinner. 

She crosses to Charley. 

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Sveta told me to protect your 
claim. But she also told me to 
protect you.

CHARLEY
Every pair of hands can help --

REBECCA
You stay put. You've never been out 
before. There will probably be a 
fight. If you don't see me back 
here, it's all up to you. Hire a 
ship, hire some help, and fight for 
your claim. 

CHARLEY
You're not afraid?

REBECCA
They day you're not afraid up here 
is the day you die of something 
stupid.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – NIGHT

Becky has invited David onto her ship.

REBECCA
Turn around. 

He does, as she shucks the dress and puts her long-johns back 
on. 
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REBECCA (CONT'D)
Thanks be to Allah!...Walking 
around with my Elsewheres blowing 
in the breeze. 

DAVID
You can’t do this by yourself.

REBECCA
I do everything by myself.

DAVID
Not this.

REBECCA
I have Harvey.

DAVID
You need someone to watch while you 
sleep.

REBECCA
You’re a billionaire from earth. 
This isn’t your fight.

DAVID
Just get some sleep.

REBECCA
Tourists.

They watch and two mining ships appear on the lip of the 
crater. The ships all watch each other before the visitors 
leave.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

Continuation.

DAVID
Wake up!

EXT. THE DEEP CRATER - DAY

Four mining ships appear on the edge of the crater.

DAVID
They’re back!

REBECCA
Gogol's thugs. 
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They wait. Seven ships are on the edge of the crater. One 
spirals down to the bottom and lands.

Two suited men approach the ship with nail guns, fire off a 
few rounds.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

Continuation.

REBECCA
What are you doing up here?

DAVID
A little exploring.

REBECCA
Another miner forty-niner, looking 
to make a fortune?

DAVID
Got a fortune already.

REBECCA
Your fortune, or daddy’s?

DAVID
Ouch.

She points out the window. 

REBECCA
See the nail guns? If they can 
puncture my inner hull, we’re dead 
meat.

DAVID
How far can they shoot?

REBECCA
It only takes one. Okay, read the 
spec, tell me what frequency 
they’re talking on.

DAVID
Just the one in the middle –

REBECCA
I see it. Now take that plug there, 
pass it over here. 

(MORE)
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We run all the juice in the battery 
through this one transmitter, run 
it out the antenna, we can fry 
their little processor brains. We 
crank it up, we might fry their 
ship too. But not ours. Good night, 
Harvey. 

She flips a switch. The lights on her ship go out. Then she 
flips another switch and the transmitter hums menacingly. 

EXT. THE DEEP CRATER - DAY

The two men outside fall to their knees. The ship they 
arrived in, hovering two feet off the surface, goes dark and 
crashes.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

Continuation.

REBECCA
Bad news, we have no power.

DAVID
Can you get it going?

REBECCA
We’ll see.

DAVID
They’re crawling away.

She takes a deep breath. Flips a switch. 

REBECCA
Come on, Harvey.

After a terrifying moment, Harvey comes online.

HARVEY
Was it something I said?

EXT. THE DEEP CRATER - DAY

A ship approaches. David and Becky exit the ship in suits. 
Becky goes to an overhang and pulls out a tank.

REBECCA
You have any training at all to be 
up here?

REBECCA (CONT'D)

65.



DAVID
Not really –

REBECCA
So you’re another tourist.

DAVID
Wow.

REBECCA
Can you throw at all?

DAVID
Um, I suppose so.

She opens a valve on the tank and snaps on a small device.

REBECCA
Poor man's blasting cap. Throw it 
hard as you can, toward that ship. 
You kinda need to throw it quick. 
Now!

He half-rolls it toward the ship which is preparing to land. 
She throws him to the ground. The tank bursts into flame and 
scorches the other ship. The other ship lifts off quickly, 
bangs into the lip of the crater, and leaves.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Stupid. Wrenched my shoulder. 

DAVID
Every time they get a little 
closer.

EXT. THE DEEP CRATER - DAY

Becky rolls a massive spool of wire to the center of the 
crater. She runs two wires from the spool to the ship. She 
turns and sees David is right behind her. 

REBECCA
You didn't have to come out here. 
You could have stayed nice and warm 
on the bridge. 

DAVID
Girl who gets in as many barfights 
as you do, needs somebody to cover 
her six. 

She turns so she can look him square in the face. She turns 
away and smiles. 
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DAVID (CONT'D)
Listen, I’ve been investing for a 
while, and I have some ideas for 
how the moon can be developed.

REBECCA
Raped, you mean. Ripped apart.

DAVID
I’m the guy who built all those 
little rockets, let the miners fly 
from the station to the moon. Like 
Ford and the Model A. 

REBECCA
So you’re the one send all these 
rich idiots down here to rip up the 
landscape and get killed. 

DAVID
I’ve been reading up on the 
geological samples coming out of 
here, and the prospects for mining 
gold –

REBECCA
There’s so little gold here, it 
will cost more mine it and ship it, 
than you get selling it.

DAVID
And the market for titanium –

REBECCA
Is stupid. You factor in all the 
overhead, platinum is worth five 
hundred times what titanium is.

DAVID
You know, I own a few mining 
stocks, commodities --

REBECCA
I have a Ph.D. in physics and 
degrees in biology, astronomy and 
geology. But please tell me your 
theory.

DAVID
Um –
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REBECCA
Turn off your suit. We need to 
survive on the air in the suit for 
a minute.

DAVID
What --

REBECCA
Hold these two wires, can you do 
that? -- Harvey?

HARVEY
Yes.

REBECCA
Can you lift off, go up about a 
mile?

HARVEY
Leave you behind?

REBECCA
And then come back.

HARVEY
When?

REBECCA
You’ll know when.

A ship hovers and three miners appear, with nail guns and 
sledgehammers. They approach slowly, and then begin firing 
nails at the departing ship and at them.

DAVID
I don't feel so good -- 

REBECCA
Ooh, big hammers. 

DAVID
They’re coming.

REBECCA
Not for long.

DAVID
Are you trying to give them that 
big spool of wire? Like a bribe?
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REBECCA
That’s not a spool of wire. Stay 
down so they don’t puncture your 
suit.

She attaches the two wires to a massive battery sitting under 
an overhang.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
That is the biggest magnet on the 
moon.

She flips a switch. The miners drop their hammers and fall 
over. And their ship crashes. Switch off. She smacks his head 
and they turn their suits on. 

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Magnets. Murder on spacesuits. I 
think we can turn our kit back on. 
Come on, breathe! 

DAVID
I'm okay. 

REBECCA
Harvey, you can come back down. Are 
your circuits okay?

HARVEY
Tip top, Miss. 

REBECCA
Buster, you ever get your hands on 
a ship like Harvey...Well, don't 
treat her the way I do. 

EXT. THE DEEP CRATER - DAY

A ship arrives.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

David and Becky shoot the breeze, waiting for the other team 
to make their play.

DAVID
Are you married?

REBECCA
Wow. Way to put the girl back in 
the Girl Box.
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DAVID
I didn’t mean --

REBECCA
I got married once. I got that 
battle ribbon. Don’t need the oak 
leaf cluster on top of it. One day 
I'm going to put humans in space, 
leave the solar system. I got a 
plan, I just need my old lab back 
home, and some money. 

DAVID
They’re getting out.

EXT. THE DEEP CRATER - DAY

Two miners are exiting the other ship with large tools we 
can’t see. They begin firing at the ship.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

Continuation.

DAVID
They’re hitting the hull!

REBECCA
Before I flew this thing, I trained 
on helicopters. Hovering is an art 
form all its own.

EXT. THE DEEP CRATER - DAY

Becky lifts the ship off the ground and turns it away from 
the intruders. She backs toward them, grips the controls 
hard, and cranks up the engines.

Outside, a ferocious blast of flame from the engines forces 
the intruders to hit the deck. They crawl to their ship and 
leave.

EXT. THE DEEP CRATER – DAY

Becky hovers at the lip of the crater.

REBECCA
Here they come.

Another ship approaches. She lands in the crater.
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David follows Becky as she drags three devices to three 
different points in the ice at the bottom of the crater.

REBECCA (CONT'D)
Mark the time on your watch 
right…now.

They board the ship and take off. They watch the other ship 
descend into the crater.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

Continuation.

REBECCA
Let me know when the clock is close 
to five minutes.

DAVID
Um, would you like to get something 
to eat up the station?

REBECCA
I have the metabolism of a python. 
I can go days without food.

DAVID
I’m just trying to –

REBECCA
If you’re looking for female 
companionship, Sveta has a whole 
stable. Really nice girls, great 
conversationalists.

DAVID
The whorehouse –

REBECCA
I’m trying to save you a lot of 
bother. My life didn’t turn out the 
way – Sveta pretty much owns me, 
like she owns her whores. I’m so 
deep in debt, she owns me, my 
grandchildren…. I did all that 
romance stuff, I don’t have another 
war left in me. You seem like a 
nice guy, and --

DAVID
Four forty five.

71.



REBECCA
Okay, you hush now.

EXT. THE DEEP CRATER - DAY

They wait. Massive explosion in the crater. They fly back in 
and find a destroyed ship.

DAVID
Are they dead?

REBECCA
Unless we see them move pretty 
soon, yeah.

They watch the ship. Nothing happens.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

David watches Becky nod off.

DAVID
Miss. 

Rebecca awakens with start and flails her arms. He backs 
away. 

DAVID (CONT'D)
Nightmare?

REBECCA
Must be a day ending in Y. I 
thought it was Harvey waking me up. 

He passes her a flask. 

DAVID
No, it's not Harvey. Do you have 
any friends besides -- 

REBECCA
Harvey. The giant rabbit.

DAVID
Sveta?

REBECCA
Not friend. Owner. Not the same.

DAVID
So how much do you owe her?
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REBECCA
How is that your business?

DAVID
I’m in finance.

REBECCA
So you want to buy me? Like I said, 
Sveta has a selection of girls for 
rent or sale.

DAVID
This conversation just went 
sideways –

REBECCA
I don’t do conversations.

DAVID
They’re getting awfully close to 
the ship. Can’t they just puncture 
the –

REBECCA
Yep. Poke a hole in the hull, kill 
us both. Got your suit powered up? 
Got pressure?

DAVID
Yes.

REBECCA
Turn around, let me check. Harvey?

HARVEY
Yes.

REBECCA
The second they touch the hull, 
decompress the locks.

HARVEY
Which ones?

REBECCA
All of them. You hang on to me.

He slides his arm inside hers. 
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EXT. THE DEEP CRATER - DAY

They hear clanking on the hull. Then the whole ship 
decompresses explosively. One of the attackers has a cracked 
helmet; the other drags him to their ship. 

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – NIGHT

Continuation. 

David and Rebecca bang into each other and fall to the floor. 
Becky clings to David and then pulls away, embarrassed. 

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

David and Becky on watch again.

REBECCA
Coming out here was dumb.

DAVID
Okay, I got the message.

REBECCA
You know who the Bratva is?

DAVID
Bunch of drug dealers in Brighton 
Beach.

REBECCA
No, a little more than that. They 
run about half the crime gangs all 
across the earth, they run the 
space station, and now they want 
this water so they can steal the 
moon and pluck it like a dead duck.

DAVID
So?

REBECCA
I don’t meet many people. I live in 
this ship. Most of the men I meet 
are Bratva. They would drag me in a 
corner and rape me if it wasn’t for 
Sveta. And then there’s you. About 
the only man I know I’d trust 
inside this ship.

DAVID
So you don’t hate me after all.
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REBECCA
No place in space for stupid 
people. You came here for no 
reason, you get nothing out of it. 
We could die in this hole.

DAVID
Still not following you.

REBECCA
Try not to die. It would piss me 
off. I'm out of ideas. You should 
just go.

He looks out. 

DAVID
Too late.

REBECCA
Alright, got one more thing to 
throw at em, then I’m bingo on 
ammo.

EXT. THE DEEP CRATER - DAY

Three miners approach the ship. Becky emerges out of the 
stern with a hose.

DAVID
What’s the hose? Water supply?

REBECCA
Sewage tank.

And she sprays the three attackers with her own shit, making 
sure to nail them in their helmets. Blinded, they crash into 
each other. Then they charge her and throw her to the ground. 
David emerges with a knife and punctures one of their suits. 
They flee.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HARVEY – DAY

David and Becky waiting for trouble again.

DAVID
So do we do next?

REBECCA
I have no idea. I tried. I’m sorry, 
you know. 

(MORE)
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Most women know how to shine up to 
a man. I never learned, never saw 
the point.

DAVID
Nothing wrong with a little plain 
speaking.

REBECCA
No, it’s rude. I’m not the girl you 
want to die with.

HARVEY
Miss?

REBECCA
Harvey?

HARVEY
Could you disembark for a moment? 
Want to do an environmental check –

EXT. THE DEEP CRATER - DAY

David and Becky disembark.

REBECCA
But what the hell kind of check are 
you doing now?

HARVEY
Are your suits topped off for 
oxygen?

REBECCA
Just reloaded.

HARVEY
Miss, it’s been a pleasure. All 
stations, Mayday at Lacus Mortis.

Harvey suddenly lifts off and rams into one of the two 
approaching ships, crushing its engine nozzles and sending it 
spiraling to the surface in a crash.

Harvey then crashes into the other ship and both vessels 
burst into flames, briefly but destructively, and then 
decompress explosively.

REBECCA
HARVEY!

David tries to pull Becky away and she shoves him, hard. 

REBECCA (CONT'D)
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Over the horizon, eighteen ships appear. One spirals down 
into the crater and picks up Becky and David. The ship 
emerges from the crater and lands on the surface above, 
surrounded by the other seventeen ships. Suited miners 
approach from the other vessels and enter the eighteenth 
ship.

INT. BRIDGE OF A MINING SHIP – DAY

David and Becky enter; Becky is enraged.

REBECCA
So is this the final invasion? The 
Bratva takes over all the water? 
Hey, I know you, and – you too – 
wait! Broken arm, busted suit, lost 
on Peterman, I know all you guys!

HURT MINER
You saved all our lives. And then 
we heard Harvey –

REBECCA
You saw the crash –

HURT MINER
The whole thing went up.

REBECCA
Even the processors?

She begins to cry. 

HURT MINER
Melted.

REBECCA
My best friend in the world, a 
suicidal computer.

HURT MINER
Not your only friend, seems like.

REBECCA
I don’t have friends.

HURT MINER
Is that so?

He looks at the space, packed with miners. 
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INT. BROTHEL – NIGHT

Becky, at her wits’ end, confronts Sveta.

REBECCA
I lost Harvey. I fought for that 
crater. I lost my ship, lost 
everything I own. I cleaned up your 
messes, I rescued all your idiot 
miners, almost died a dozen times.

SVETA
I sent you out there, because I 
knew you were smarter than all of 
them. I believed in you.

REBECCA
We’re done now.

SVETA
Does that mean we can be friends? 
Have you ever had friends?

INT. BROTHEL – NIGHT

Sounds of argument. Becky opens a hatch. The girls are at it. 
One is pregnant.

FIRST PROSTITUTE
Bitch!

SECOND PROSTITUTE
Whore!

FIRST PROSTITUTE
Cunt!

Angry silence.

SECOND PROSTITUTE
This is your chocolate week? Here.

FIRST PROSTITUTE
Movie tonight?

THIRD PROSTITUTE
Got your periods in synch again? I 
don’t have time for a fight 
tonight. Customers don’t like to 
see black eyes.
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FIRST PROSTITUTE
You’re having the baby after all. 
You can’t even work.

PREGNANT PROSTITUTE
You’d be surprised. It takes all 
kinds.

FIRST PROSTITUTE
You got through the vomit trimester 
and the happy trimester…

PREGNANT PROSTITUTE
And now it’s the get-this-thing-out-
of-me trimester.

FIRST PROSTITUTE
Your husband knows you’re here? 
He’ll kill you.

PREGNANT PROSTITUTE
He has no clue.

FIRST PROSTITUTE
You got worse taste in men than 
that little princess that married 
Darth Vader.

PREGNANT PROSTITUTE
You watched that movie?

FIRST PROSTITUTE
Live and learn. Well, you’re safe 
now. You know the baby’s got to go 
back to earth. It will die up here.

PREGNANT PROSTITUTE
Yeah.

FIRST PROSTITUTE
You found someone safe to take her 
back to earth?

Becky grabs a sleeping bag, hangs herself on the wall, and 
falls instantly into a twitchy sleep. 

FIRST PROSTITUTE (CONT'D)
You lost Harvey?

REBECCA
Who's gonna loan me some underwear?

FIRST PROSTITUTE
You lost everything?
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INT. BROTHEL – NIGHT

The pregnant girl is in labor, straining with all her might. 
A friend is at each end.

FIRST PROSTITUTE
That was a nasty one.

SECOND PROSTITUTE
It’s not over.

A powerful contraction, and she kicks at the girl in front of 
her. The kick is so powerful that she bounces off the girl 
behind her and begins to float up toward the center of the 
space.

FIRST PROSTITUTE
Crap. Grab her! A hand, a foot, 
anything!

They manhandle her back to the bed she was laying on.

FIRST PROSTITUTE (CONT'D)
Now hang on to her!

A globule of something brown shoots free and spins up toward 
the center of the space.

FIRST PROSTITUTE (CONT'D)
What is that? Poop? Puke?
Blood?

SECOND PROSTITUTE
Somebody clean it up!

FIRST PROSTITUTE
I’ve never done this before!

SECOND PROSTITUTE
Neither has anybody else!

FIRST PROSTITUTE
Here comes the head – woah, 
shoulders too! Quick!

Baby cries.

INT. BROTHEL – NIGHT

The girl Gogol beat up has been found dead. Anatoli, Sveta 
and Becky look at her. The pregnant girl arrives. A girl 
waits with a tattoo gun.
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ANATOLI
Are you sure you want to do this?

SVETA
What are we supposed to do, try to 
find her family? Got all of Russia 
to choose from.

TATTOO GIRL
She did look like her, even before 
–

REBECCA
He beat her pretty bad – beat her 
to death.

PREGNANT PROSTITUTE
Why did you bring me  -- oh my God!

SVETA
This is Petra, we think that’s her 
name. We’re going to send her body 
to your husband. Did you have any 
tattoos when you were with him?

PREGNANT PROSTITUTE
Just this butterfly.

The girl with the tattoo gun looks and nods. She begins to 
tattoo the corpse.

TATTOO GIRL
Poor girl.

SVETA
With luck he will stop hunting you.

PREGNANT PROSTITUTE
You’re closing my account?

SVETA
We’re even. Just don’t tell 
anybody. I’ve gone soft.

PREGNANT PROSTITUTE
Thank you.

SVETA
Your baby can’t survive up here. 
Even I would never try to separate 
you. Anatoli, I can’t change your 
mind?

81.



ANATOLI
I will take the girl and her baby 
to my house, her baby can play with 
my baby. If my wife is still 
speaking to me, we make another 
baby. Just remember –

PREGNANT PROSTITUTE
Yes, I tell her a thousand times 
that you are not the father. Just 
look at his hair.

ANATOLI
Sailor’s wives, a bit on the 
jealous side.

Everyone but Sveta files out. Gogol enters.

SVETA
Brigadier Gogol.

GOGOL
You think you’re funny?

SVETA
Have a seat. Have a drink. I warned 
you. Your girls are bruised or 
battered or dead –

GOGOL
Somebody’s got to show em who’s in 
charge.

SVETA
When the girls aren’t happy, the 
customers aren’t happy. So all the 
customers hopped the fence to my 
place. And then the girls.

GOGOL
You mess with the Bratva, you won’t 
be queen of the sky for very long.

SVETA
The Bratva. You were going to be 
the first Brigadier in space, run 
the station, run the moon. Now 
you’re broke.

GOGOL
So why am I here? To drink up your 
fake bukhlo?
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SVETA
I’m going to buy your half of the 
station. Nice piece of change to go 
home with. Take care of your girls 
too.

GOGOL
And then what do I do?

SVETA
Don’t know. Go find something that 
you ARE good at. Because running 
the girls, it’s not your thing. Go 
back to Russia, see if the real 
Bratva will take you back.

INT. BROTHEL – NIGHT

Oksana nurses a soda pop. Charley approaches. 

CHARLEY
I really am coming back. I've got 
to bring a ton on mining equipment. 
And a bunch of big guys with 
hammers. You okay?

OKSANA
Now that you're the King of the Ice 
Field, you can have any girl you 
want. Quite a menu, you know. 

CHARLEY
You're the one who liked me before 
I was the King of whatever. 

OKSANA
You're such a child. We're 
prostitutes. We're actresses. 

CHARLEY
Don't take this the wrong way. 
You're not that good an actress. 

She smiles. 

OKSANA
You know I can't just leave. 

CHARLEY
Well burn that bridge when we come 
to it. You sure you don't want a 
drink?
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OKSANA
You know what I want? Ice cream. 

Becky approaches Sveta.

REBECCA
What are all those new pods doing 
out there? They must be heavy, you 
can feel the station wobbling.

SVETA
None of your business. You just 
keep doing what I tell you.

REBECCA
Are you sure this is safe?

SVETA
(intercom)

All hands secure for zero-gravity. 
We will cease rotation of the 
station in one hour. In three hours 
we resume rotation. All food and 
drink, stow it away. Showers, 
toilets. 

The station slowly ceases rotating. One of the customers 
becomes airsick. Another slides into the center of the space 
and needs to be reeled in. Others secure themselves to the 
walls and secure their belongings.

EXT. OUTSIDE THE SPACE STATION - NIGHT

Outside, seven pods detach themselves from the station and 
dock themselves together one by one. Then they dock back with 
the station as a unit.

REBECCA
What the hell are they doing?

SVETA
Follow me.

INT. A PASSAGEWAY - NIGHT

Sveta and Becky cross the station and enter the string of 
seven pods.
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SVETA
Remember they said it’s a shame 
they built this station over earth, 
instead of the moon? They wanted to 
fly it to the moon?

REBECCA
You can’t. The frame is too weak, 
it will fall apart, and the 
radiation out there will cook us 
like popcorn.

SVETA
That man Wu sent up these seven 
pods. Notice they’re much heavier?

REBECCA
You’re joking –

SVETA
He is adding engines, and flying 
this whole thing to the moon. We 
are opening a new station. Grab 
onto something.

They all do. Engines are heard roaring. The pods detach from 
the station, and begin roaring toward the moon. The engines 
fall silent.

Becky runs to the window.

EXT. OUTSIDE THE SPACE STATION - NIGHT

At one end, the earth is shrinking. At the other, the moon is 
growing larger.

INT. ABOARD THE NEW STATION - NIGHT

SVETA
I’m going to move most of my shops 
over here. I’m going to be queen of 
the moon, thanks to that boy.

REBECCA
And the Bratva –

SVETA
They get a slice. Mind your 
business.

85.



REBECCA
Oh my God. A space station hovering 
right over the moon's north pole, 
the miners can drop right down to 
the surface, thousands of them. I'm 
going to be picking those idiots 
out of craters and ravines twelve 
hours a day!

SVETA
Well, we need to take the bad with 
the good. 

REBECCA
Dammit, Sveta! How the hell do I --

SVETA
I'm building you a new lander. With 
a shower. 

Rebecca hugs her. 

SVETA (CONT'D)
And I'm letting you off your leash. 
God help us all.  

INT. BRIDGE OF THE NEW STATION – NIGHT

David walks Becky through the new ship. From a sack she pulls 
out a long red ribbon and a comb. She combs her hair, 
roughly, and ties her hair in the ribbon. 

DAVID
Okay, first pod, the bridge.
Second pod, systems, the big boxes 
are the computers, air and water, 
power.
Third pod, ops, medical gear, 
engine hookups, EVA gear, repair 
gear.
Fourth pod, living quarters, big 
boxes are the food and kitchen 
gear. And the toilet and shower.
Cargo in the back.

He looks at her. 

DAVID (CONT'D)
I need to go back to Earth soon. It 
might not be as dangerous as you 
think. You could break in your new 
ship, take me down. 
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REBECCA
Earth gravity. I'd have to wear a 
bra again. No deal. 

DAVID
Last night you slept thirteen 
hours. At first you twitched like 
crazy. And then it was like you 
were dead. 

REBECCA
You made this terrible noise, I 
thought you were dying.

DAVID
It's called snoring. You never 
slept with another person in the 
room?

REBECCA
I combed my hair and put in a girly 
ribbon. That's as far as I go. 

DAVID
Your way of saying you like me. 

REBECCA
Good man to have a your back in a 
bar fight. You won't fold up and 
run away. Harvey, do you know the --

She looks up and her face freezes. 

DAVID
This ship doesn't have the same 
personality. Doesn't have -- 

REBECCA
I miss Harvey....I was so mean to 
you. 

DAVID
I would have said you were afraid. 
But I don't know anything about 
women. 

REBECCA
Well, that's okay. As long as you 
care about me, you don’t have to 
understand me.

DAVID
Well that’s a relief.
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REBECCA
God, look at my arm, then look at 
yours. I'm a vampire. 

DAVID
How long has it been since you had 
the sun on your skin?

REBECCA
One husband ago. 

DAVID
You need a beach. 

REBECCA
I hate sand. I need a lake. Lots of 
calm water, lots of grass, a tree 
to hide under when I burn my face. 

DAVID
I'll catch some slow-moving fish 
for you to eat.

REBECCA
I want a real vegetable. I could 
eat mushrooms for days. I'm free. I 
can't believe I'm free. 

He pulls out a corkscrew and a bottle.

DAVID
I was saving this for the right 
time.

REBECCA
Italian?

DAVID
It’s called Amarone.

REBECCA
You’re just trying to get me all 
silly and throw me in the rack. 
You’re smarter than I thought.

She drinks. 

DAVID
I do alright.

REBECCA
Rhymes with China, baby. Good Lord, 
what is this stuff? 

(MORE)
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Shouldn’t sell it without a 
doctor’s prescription. Sex in a 
bottle.

DAVID
I had no idea.

REBECCA
Hope you brought more. 

FADE OUT.

THE END. 

REBECCA (CONT'D)
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