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FADE IN:

EPISODE ONE

EXT. AIRFIELD - DAY

A group of ENGINEERS stands outside a hangar next to a runway 
in the desert. A few yards off is a space probe, very low 
tech on the outside. The probe lifts into the air and flies 
off. A skeptical investor named PERDUE observes. 

ENGINEER
Of all the obstacles to space 
flight, granddaddy of them all is 
breaking the light barrier. First 
we build this magic drive and make 
it work once. Build a small one, 
send it to Mars and back, 200 
million clicks.

PERDUE
And that’s where my money’s going.

ENGINEER
At the speed of light it takes 24 
minutes out and back.

Long silence.

Continuation. Engineers sit around a table, out of the sun.

ENGINEER (CONT'D)
Any sign?

SECOND ENGINEER
No.

ENGINEER
That’s an hour. And a couple of 
zillion dollars.

Another launch.

ENGINEER (CONT'D)
Second wave, speed up the probe to 
a thousand times the speed of 
light, make the trip to Mars in two 
seconds.

PERDUE
Why a thousand times?



ENGINEER
Space is too big. We fly on the 
three-hop: probe goes to Mars, then 
comes back, then figures out how 
far it missed Earth by, makes a 
third hop to come home.

PERDUE
Like putting for a par three. So it 
should be back in a few seconds?

Engineers sit at their table, this time with alcohol. They’ve 
done this many times.

PERDUE (CONT'D)
Any sign?

ENGINEER
Gone with the wind, sir.

Another launch, characters are older.

ENGINEER (CONT'D)
Third phase, a big jump, Proxima 
Centauri, four light years, round 
trip is a few days. The probe takes 
pictures, comes back, third hop to 
find Earth.

PERDUE
How do we measure success?

ENGINEER
Second hop needs to come close 
enough to see Earth. Say a billion 
clics, from here to Saturn, a nice 
big bullseye.

PERDUE
So missing by a billion miles is a 
win?

A probe comes clattering back across the runway and stops. 
Condensation forms on its surface.

ENGINEER
Bloody hell. We can launch the 
manned probe now.

SECOND ENGINEER
No way. You need a hundred unmanned 
probes first because most of them 
will get lost. 

(MORE)
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You can’t put pilots in them until 
the pilots know they can find home. 
Nine times out of ten.

PERDUE
You’re okay with a ten percent 
failure rate?

ENGINEER
We’ll be lucky to score a ten 
percent failure rate. People gonna 
die. Finding that second volunteer 
is going to be interesting.

PERDUE
Ten year trips to the outer 
reaches, we need to pick sailors 
for their health, cancer 
screenings, heart screenings. So 
they’re all fertile too.

ENGINEER
One problem at a time.

Another launch, new characters, manned probe.

PERDUE
Phase Four, Proxima.

ENGINEER
Don’t just need the drive system, 
hard part is navigation: out in the 
galaxy, our constellations won’t 
mean anything and the Sun will be 
too far to see. All the probe can 
do is follow its own footsteps 
home, exactly. Keeping in mind that 
the galaxy and all the stars in it 
are moving constantly. 

Continuation. Probe returns with corpse.

PERDUE
What could happen in three days? It 
worked with the little probe.

ENGINEER
What killed him?

SECOND ENGINEER
We did. Every scientist in the 
world will be reading the autopsy 
report, how we killed him.

SECOND ENGINEER (CONT'D)
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PERDUE
Fellas, in no time at all that 
picture will travel around the 
world at the speed of light. I’m 
meeting with investors tonight.

ENGINEER
You want us along?

PERDUE
They are no longer interested in 
your opinions on scientific 
discovery.

INT. LARGE HANGAR - DAY

PERDUE faces an angry mob of moms and wives.

RELATIVE
I want my husband back!

SECOND RELATIVE
You people have my son!

RELATIVE
We don’t want your blood money!

PERDUE
Please, listen, it’s not like when 
we explored the Sagittarius end, we 
know more now, it’s safer!

SECOND RELATIVE
You’re sending them out to the 
Perseus end, you don’t even have a 
map out there!

RELATIVE
Sorry, this last probe broke the 
camel's back. You said it was 
coming right back.

PERDUE
It’s safer this time. The first 
time, we were inventing hyperlight 
travel, navigation, we had no idea 
how to send a ship a thousand light 
years out and find its way back 
again.
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SECOND RELATIVE
Yes, they died, hundreds of them. 
You used prisoners, people with 
debts. Back in the day you’d be 
executed for war crimes.

PERDUE
Some of our recruiters were 
aggressive.

RELATIVE
Murderers!

SECOND RELATIVE
You’re taking the best of us, the 
smart kids, young, healthy.

RELATIVE
Did you give them your pep talk, 
save the human race? You might as 
well give them the headbands like 
the kamikaze pilots!

SECOND RELATIVE
Send more probes first, make sure 
they come home. Give our boys a 
chance.

INT. BROTHEL - NIGHT

Captain ZHOU talks to sailors getting drunk in a brothel. 
Crying families.

ZHOU  
Welcome to the Halve Maen. You need 
to make a will.

SAILOR
A will? Who do I leave all my debts 
to?

ZHOU
A beneficiary. There’s a payoff for 
every one of us that doesn’t come 
back.

SAILOR
Captain, we know the drill. All of 
us were owned by the prison system, 
owned by the loan sharks. Now we’re 
owned by you.
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ZHOU
You’re sailors, not prisoners.

SAILOR
We just don’t want to die on the 
first day like that last batch.

ZHOU
We don’t know that they all died 
immediately.

SAILOR
Or they got lost in space, sitting 
there looking at their suicide 
capsules.

SECOND SAILOR
That one must have cost a billion 
dollars. Can’t you find a cheaper 
way to kill people?

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HALVE MAEN - NIGHT

The captain stands at a screen, a map of the Milky Way, with 
CHANIAGO the navigator; ELENA, a sailor, watches.

CHANIAGO
Captain, could we tack over to the 
right on our next jump?

ZHOU
We're the lead ship, it's our call. 
But why?

CHANIAGO
I need more data. Running through 
the first scans, the Orion Spur is 
bigger and longer than we thought. 
At our current speed it could take 
20 years to cover it all, not ten. 

ZHOU
Push the drives harder, go faster?

CHANIAGO
And with luck they don't break. 
Repair shop's a few miles behind 
us. 

ELENA
Sir, I need to know specifically 
how long this jump is.
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ZHOU
I beg your pardon?

ELENA
I need to know.

CHANIAGO      
The Milky Way is maybe two hundred 
thousand light years across. Even 
at a thousand times the speed of 
light it’s 150 years to cross it.
The Milky Way spreads out in great 
spiral arms. This is the Perseus 
Arm, this is the Sagittarius Arm. 

ZHOU
In between is this tiny arm, the 
Orion Arm, ten thousand light years 
long, and our Sun is in the middle 
of it. That Arm is our target. 

CHANIAGO   
First we explored the Sagittarius 
end. Forty ships never came back.

ELENA
How many of those ships were 
manned?

ZHOU
Now we explore the other half, the 
Perseus end. We have four teams of 
ten ships. Each team flies up one 
side on the Orion Arm, like four 
squirrels climbing the same tree. 
Each team flies 500 light years, 
finds a good star so we can park a 
beacon there, goes another 500 to 
the next one, until each team finds 
ten stars to navigate by.

ELENA
This part of the arm runs pretty 
close to the Perseus Arm, why can't 
we just hop over?

ZHOU
That hop would be a thousand light 
years of dead space, into an area 
that's teeming with aliens we're 
not ready to meet. 

(MORE)
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And then hop a thousand back to the 
Orion Arm, so we can try to figure 
out where we are in a part of the 
Arm we haven't even mapped yet. 
Suicide mission. 

ELENA
So, forty stars in the Orion Arm, 
that’s our new map. How long does 
each step take?

CHANIAGO 
Teams make each jump together, it’s 
really three jumps. First jump to 
the next star takes six months. 
That scatters us everywhere so we 
all make a second jump to pull the 
herd together again. One ship makes 
a third jump, to take a reading on 
the star, parks a beacon. Then he 
goes home, the rest of us keep 
climbing.

ELENA
How do you pick the next star? How 
far is it?

CHANIAGO   
Something easy to see, a big binary 
system, a messy nebula, a flat 
system so we can approach from 
above without getting banged up by 
asteroids. So we’re the last ship, 
30 jumps to get to ten stars, 20 
more jumps to get home. Ten years, 
fifteen. Then we have to find the 
other nine planets again, or we’ll 
never find Earth.

ELENA
Didn’t some colonies go out 
already? Somewhere we can stop?

ZHOU
A few, not sure where all of them 
are.

ELENA
So there’s no radio communication? 
Oh, right.

ZHOU
Radio signals travel at the speed 
of light. Useless.

ZHOU (CONT'D)
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The woman pulls the captain aside.

ELENA
So what’s our abort threshold?

ZHOU
What?

ELENA
What’s our criteria for pulling the 
plug, heading back home?

ZHOU
There isn’t any. We’re committed.

ELENA
Does the nurse know how hyperlight 
affects women’s bodies?

ZHOU
Big concern is the radiation – wait 
a minute -

ELENA
Remember they made sure we couldn’t 
get pregnant? Vasectomies for the 
boys…

ZHOU
Don’t tell me.

ELENA
Tubal ligation doesn’t do much if 
you’re already pregnant.

ZHOU
You’re sure?

ELENA
Like that dinosaur guy said, nature 
figures out how to make babies. In 
this case it was tequila and salsa 
dancing at the selection party. I’m 
sorry.

ZHOU
And you’ve decided –

ELENA
I’m Catholic. Don’t even ask. We 
don't even have a doctor. 
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ZHOU
How far into it are you? Even if we 
turned around, would we reach Earth 
in time?....You need to make a 
plan. And you get to tell the crew.

ELENA
And the nurse, she’ll be thrilled.

ZHOU
You are responsible for the child. 
If you need child care, it’s your 
job to find the volunteers. I can’t 
give an order like that.

INT. SHUTTLE BAY - NIGHT

The captain and crew are preparing to launch a corpse into 
space; the old nurse, NUR, holds a baby. She's an emotional 
wreck. 

ZHOU
We commend to the deeps of space 
our shipmate Elena, always pulled 
her weight. And her little girl 
will always have a family as long 
as we’re afloat.

The corpse flies off into the dark.

ZHOU (CONT'D)
At ease. I know you didn’t sign up 
for this, but service in the Fleet 
is full of surprises. We’re a long 
way from home now. Our nurse is 
doing the work of two, she can’t 
take care of the baby full-time. 
The other ships won’t take her back 
to Earth, I asked.

SAILOR
You don’t mean –

ZHOU
Everybody takes a shift with the 
baby. Nobody gets a break off 
shifts until they change their 
first nasty diaper.

SAILOR
Not like she asked to be here. But 
for how long?
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ZHOU
Next stop is Oasis, too dangerous, 
they almost gave up that planet and 
pulled out. After that is Atlantis, 
they just landed, not ready for 
kids. After that is Eldorado, 
they’re all miners, they may not 
want her.

SAILOR
That’s a year worth of diapers 
right there.

ZHOU
And we can’t drop her some place 
where they won’t even let her 
become a citizen. A lot of these 
places are getting fussy. I don’t 
want her to get to be a teenager 
and end up a slave in a brothel.

SAILOR
So this may be permanent. Good to 
know.

TODDLER MONTAGE.
Toddler confused as sailor approaches her diaper in an EVA 
suit.
Toddler unimpressed as sailor puts protective suit over her 
chest and abdomen.
Toddler overjoyed as she figures out how to open a wrench.
Toddler hopping around the cargo bay, looking at the shuttle, 
with a sailor chasing behind.
Toddler on the bridge, looking at stars.
Toddler watches as cook shows her that two rows of three cups 
make six, just as three rows of two do.
Toddler and an exhausted sailor racing down a passageway.
Toddler racing back and forth with bandages when an injured 
sailor arrives in sickbay; she holds his hand.

SAILOR (CONT'D)
How many people do we have taking 
care of this kid? And we’re all 
exhausted.

NUR
I can’t get her out of the sickbay. 
As soon as someone comes in hurt, 
there she is.

SAILOR
You call her Alejandra?
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NUR
The conqueror. Last thing her 
mother said. Alejandra. 

SAILOR
They never warn you how heavy a 
toddler is. No wonder my 
grandmother in Palermo had arms 
like a lumberjack. 

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

The navigator sits with a girl of 13, JANDRA, talking on an 
intercom. Jandra's nickname is Cookie, because the crew 
thinks she's going to spend the entire tour in the galley 
(they're wrong). 

ZHOU (O.S.)
Okay, how long?

CHANIAGO
Three minutes sir....Our team of 
ships did the big jump to get to 
this star, a couple were supposed 
to meet back at this point. In 
three minutes we see if they made 
it. If we can’t find each other, we 
go back. Six months back, six 
months forward again.

JANDRA
And we ration food all the way?

CHANIAGO 
If my navigation team gets us lost, 
we die. Our engine is kinda like 
antimatter. It uses two drives that 
grab spacetime and fling us 
forward, the Alcubierre drive 
throws us straight while the 
wormhole drive sends us on a curve.

JANDRA
So there’s some grownup arithmetic.

CHANIAGO 
Also, we can’t control the ship 
while we jump. We punch the button, 
for six months we don’t know where 
we are. Also, the galaxy wiggles 
around, there are no fixed points, 
so all navigation is a guess. 

(MORE)
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Also, you can’t look behind you to 
figure out where we are while the 
light from those stars is catching 
up to us. We can’t use our old 
constellations, can’t use the old 
Sun. There are no maps. Just math.

JANDRA
We must have learned some tricks 
when we went to the Sagittarius 
Arm.

CHANIAGO 
We did Sagittarius first because 
it’s easier, it has bright mapping 
markers, Cygnus, the Carina Nebula. 
Now we’re doing the hard one. This 
is why the first ships were loaded 
with prisoners and people who went 
bankrupt, they didn’t want to throw 
away anybody who counts.

JANDRA
They got lost. Why are you teaching 
me this?

CHANIAGO
You were born in space. I’m not 
sure you can survive on a planet, 
and we won’t let them put you in a 
slave camp. So we want you to learn 
how to be a sailor. Just in case.
...Sir? All our ships are coming 
out of the jump, they’re supposed 
to report in.

ZHOU (O.S.)
Let the computer pull us out, don’t 
try to do it manually.

The ship gives a bit of a heave and all the screens flash 
brightly.

ZHOU (O.S.) (CONT'D)
Anything blow out?

CHANIAGO 
Couple of comms systems.

ZHOU (O.S.)
And the other ships?

CHANIAGO  (CONT'D)
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CHANIAGO 
Here they come, one by one. …We’re 
one short.

ZHOU (O.S.)
Damn.

CHANIAGO 
Give us a minute. If they’re off by 
a billion clics, it’ll be an hour 
before we hear from them. Then they 
need to come join the herd.

Silence for a minute.

CHANIAGO (CONT'D)
You’re a petty officer, you’re in 
charge of the one crew member who 
always does his job without arguing 
with me.

JANDRA
What, I’m in charge of…

CHANIAGO
The cat. Feed him, change the sand 
box, worship the cat.

JANDRA
The cat?

CHANIAGO
When the Vikings invaded Europe, 
they brought cats with them. Cats 
are good luck, they keep rats out 
of the food and the wiring, they 
can smell a storm...Sir, we got em, 
the last ship. Perfect score.

Cheers.

CHANIAGO (CONT'D)
Just saved ourselves a year. Come 
on. Alejandra. 

JANDRA
Just call me Jandra. Or Cookie. 

Chaniago and Cookie go to the kitchen to look at her new 
subordinate.
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CHANIAGO
His name’s Gorgon. This guy, he’s 
not stupid, he sleeps in the 
kitchen. Look how fat he is.

JANDRA
Did you say this cat was a he?

Continuation. We have kittens!

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Some scientist you are. You guys 
have a lot to learn about 
preventing pregnancy. You know 
puberty is right around the corner.

CHANIAGO
You got a smart mouth. I’m one of 
the best navigators in the Fleet, 
I’m getting my own ship next.

JANDRA
So you’re the hot shot scientists. 
Lot of questions. Can we find 
Earth? If we do, will they let us 
go out again? How many ships can 
they lose, before they give it up?

CHANIAGO
Why don’t you focus on learning to 
cook?

JANDRA
You’re the navigator, who runs this 
ship, you or the captain?

CHANIAGO
My job is to see to it that the 
galaxy doesn’t kill us. Captain’s 
job is to see to it that the crew 
don’t kill each other.  Or bother 
the girls.

INT. GALLEY - NIGHT

Navigator lectures Cookie in the galley.

CHANIAGO 
You go to the gym, the bicycle. You 
were born in space, you’ve never 
felt real gravity on a planet, you 
need to build up your muscles and 
bones. You could die if you don’t.

15.



JANDRA
I don’t believe you.

CHANIAGO
You see everybody else in the gym, 
right? Where is your suit?

JANDRA
Makes me all sweaty. Nurse says 
it’s like a full-body condom.

CHANIAGO
I know you go around covered in 
dirt all day but you’re a girl.

JANDRA
Oh my God. I already know where 
babies come from! You think the 
nurse didn’t tell me how I got on 
this ship?

CHANIAGO
Someday you’re going to want 
babies, you need the suit to 
protect your organs.

JANDRA
Not making any babies.

CHANIAGO
The Cancer Fairy doesn’t care 
whether you’re a virgin or not.

JANDRA
I see some of the sailors watching 
me.

CHANIAGO
They’ve gone a long time without 
their wives. Put on your pajama 
bottoms every time. And sleep with 
a knife.

JANDRA
Way ahead of you. Found Earth yet?

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Jandra appears on the bridge, with both halves of her 
pajamas. 
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CHANIAGO 
You can never ignore human 
stupidity. World War Two, America 
built a hundred carriers, floating 
airfields they used to launch 
airplanes, cost a ton. They made 
their flight decks out of wood. 
Right underneath the wooden decks 
were the fuel and explosives.

JANDRA
Spot the design flaw.

CHANIAGO 
America cared about those ships. 
Earth doesn’t care about us. Once 
we plant our satellites and send 
back our data, they don’t care if 
we die out here.

JANDRA
What if we don’t send back the 
data? Then they have to come save 
us. Today we finally do it, the 
last bird? Is it time?

CHANIAGO
Deploy the satellite. Cross your 
fingers. This one involves an 
explosive payload separation. 

Bang. Satellite slides out of deployment chute.

JANDRA
It’s like watching a baby whale 
being born! It’s huge!

CHANIAGO
What’s the matter with the plasma?

SAILOR
I’m on it.

CHANIAGO
Hold it steady! Okay, first the 
bird bus. Power.

The first in a series of tense silences.

CHANIAGO (CONT'D)
Telemetry.
Flight control.
Thermal control.

(MORE)
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And, comms.
We’re within the margins.

Cheers.

JANDRA
These beacons aren’t like 
lighthouses, they can’t guide a 
ship to the right marker planet 
yet, speed of light.

CHANIAGO
But the beacon can tell a captain 
when he’s found the right planet. 
He knows he’s not going to die.
This means we all get a bonus 
Earthside. You too.

JANDRA
Am I crew, or just baggage?

CHANIAGO
You can’t stay on board forever, 
what would you do?

JANDRA
I can’t go to a planet either, what 
would I do there?

CHANIAGO
Sorry, we didn’t plan for this.

JANDRA
If I stay, I’ll pull my weight, 
like any sailor.

CHANIAGO
What engineering school did you go 
to?...None of that matters if we 
can’t find Earth. How's Nur?

JANDRA
Nur just had to teach me about 
female products, I think it wiped 
her out.

CHANIAGO
How about you?

JANDRA
What a mess. Whoever designed my 
waterworks was no engineer.

CHANIAGO (CONT'D)
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INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Chaniago and Zhou worry. 

ZHOU 
Now is when we find out whether 
we’re alive or dead.

CHANIAGO 
We have a couple of jumps left, 
before we find Earth, or we don’t.
We’re out of hyperlight. Sir, I 
think that’s the Orion Nebula.

ZHOU
You sure?

CHANIAGO
I’ve never seen it from the back, 
sir. I’ll blow it up.

ZHOU
It’s only about 1000 light years 
from Earth. And we know where it 
is.

CHANIAGO
All that nav stuff, following the 
trail back from the end of the Arm, 
the math actually worked. 
Permission to slide over a bit, 
triangulate on the Nebula so we can 
plot a course?

ZHOU
Go ahead. We’re going home.

CHANIAGO
Can I tell the crew?

ZHOU
It was your math.

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Cookie sees a sailor with his arm sliced open, helped into 
sickbay by another sailor.

JANDRA
Nur, we got a laceration, an arm.
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NUR
I’ll be right there, I need a 
plasma bag, irrigation -

Nur wearily snaps on her gloves, enters and the supplies are 
all there already. Cookie is on the job. 

JANDRA
Wasn’t sure about the suture 
tray…prolene or vicryl?

NUR
And why am I using sutures?

JANDRA
You’re not going to use permabond 
or staples there…?

NUR
Good guess. How do you know where 
everything is?

JANDRA
Cook does the supplies, makes me 
stock your lockers every week. You 
want pressure on the arm, 
proximally?

NUR
Show me.

Cookie carefully puts pressure on the bleeding arm.

NUR (CONT'D)
Good. Now reach on over and pass 
the –

JANDRA
Lidocaine, there you go.

She clears the air bubbles out of the syringe perfectly. 

NUR
Aren't you excited? You're going 
home. 

JANDRA
Where's that, exactly? My home is 
my bunk. You're my family. 

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Jandra staggers onto the bridge in an oversized pajama top.
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JANDRA
Why did you wake me up?

CHANIAGO 
Front and center, sailor.

JANDRA
I was dreaming, I was climbing a 
tree. Oh my –

Onscreen is an explosion of color.

CHANIAGO
It’s another nebula. We were in the 
neighborhood.

JANDRA
Is the sky on fire? We’re too 
close!

CHANIAGO
It’s either a star being born, or a 
star dying, or maybe a planet.

JANDRA
Or two stars. Have we ever found a 
planet in a binary system?

CHANIAGO
If you have two suns and you’re in 
a tight orbit, you get between the 
two suns and you fry. If you’re 
further out, you’re far away from 
both suns and you freeze.

JANDRA
Too bad.

CHANIAGO
Yeah. Would have been pretty to 
have two suns in the sky.

JANDRA
When would you sleep?...I’ve never 
seen anything so beautiful.

CHANIAGO
Well, the only scenery you’ve ever 
seen is the bulkheads on this ship 
and a couple of spaceports.
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JANDRA
You could take me outside the green 
zone down on a planet. See some 
mountains, rivers.

CHANIAGO
Only if you want to get killed.

JANDRA
Maybe someday I’ll be a farmer. Or 
herd goats in the Alps.

CHANIAGO
How could you be dreaming of trees? 
Have you ever seen one?

JANDRA
I need to dream of something 
besides this ship or I'll go 
insane. 

INT. READY ROOM - NIGHT

Captain addresses his department heads and Cookie, standing 
in for the nurse. One is BAE, the mechanic who also handles 
cargo. 

ZHOU 
Well, we drew the short straw. 
Proxima.

BAE
We were almost home!

ZHOU
Proxima Centauri. Our first colony, 
before we had hyperlight drives. It 
was a twenty year trip, they sent 
pregnant moms, grew their own food, 
didn't know if there was water and 
oxygen. There was trouble. 
Radiation. We get to fetch the 
survivors.

CHANIAGO
And then find Earth with a new 
trajectory.

ZHOU
Alright, the chart matches, it’s 
Proxima. Everybody keep your faces 
stuck to your screens.
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JANDRA
Trouble?

ZHOU
Centauri is a mess, like the 
innards of an old Swiss watch. 

JANDRA
A Swiss what?

ZHOU
Alpha and Beta Centauri are a 
binary system with a goofy orbit. 
And then way out here is the third 
star, Proxima, it orbits the other 
two about two-tenths of a light 
year out, elliptical orbit. 

CHANIAGO
Numbers ready to punch - 

JANDRA
So is this the third star - 

ZHOU
Not now. It’s hard to control this 
drive system for short hops. We 
want to be above the solar system 
so we can see, and hope the planet 
isn’t summering while we’re 
wintering. ...You sure this time?

CHANIAGO 
We’ve crunched the same numbers all 
morning, same answer.

ZHOU
Fine. Punching it.

The ship jolts for a few seconds, cat meows.

CHANIAGO 
Planet’s 90 degrees ahead of us, 
down below.

ZHOU
Proxima is only seven million clics 
from the star. Can you make a jump 
that tight with the drive? Without 
chucking us in the middle of the 
star?

CHANIAGO 
Give it a try.
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BAE
If we get lost, our Sun’s right 
there. You can actually eyeball it 
home.

Another jolt.

ZHOU
Made par, shot it in three. Use sub-
light to take us the rest of the 
way.

JANDRA
The cat hates slowing down to sub-
light, he loves to fly.

ZHOU
How’s Nur?

JANDRA
About the same.

EXT. DRY PLAIN - DAY

Nur and a team from the Halve Maen land on Proxima, and help 
survivors to their shuttle, some on stretchers. 

JANDRA
This is Proxima. I'm standing on 
Proxima Centauri. I'm breathing the 
air. 

NUR
Get your ass in gear, we got 
wounded!

JANDRA
Sorry!

INT. SHUTTLE BAY - NIGHT

Shuttle door opens, seven survivors hobble out, followed by a 
cyborg, ANNIE. The nurse rushes over, Cookie right behind, 
and the Cook. Last out is a pigheaded space cop, FRAIN. 

Welcome to the Halve Maen.

NUR
These four, rest your feet here, 
cook will get some food into you. 
You three, going to sickbay. 
Cookie?
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JANDRA
Got it.

ZHOU
So the great experiment is over. 
Proxima.

ANNIE
Our first three mission leaders 
died. The mission was taken over by 
Captain Frain.

FRAIN
You keep your mouth shut. Worthless 
pile of tin, wouldn’t be in this 
fix if it did the job.

ZHOU
Are you in need of repair?

FRAIN
No it isn’t!

ANNIE
Yes, I am.

ZHOU
So the loudmouth, that’s Captain 
Frain?

Annie sits on a ledge, to get out of the way. Annie considers 
herself female, because the man who built her saw her that 
way. But she has been maintaining herself for years now, and 
she rebuilds herself for mission practicality, not to feed 
anyone’s notion of what a female android should look like.

ANNIE
Our security officer. My new owner. 
He struggled to grasp the science, 
the hazards of our mission. He does 
not listen. In due course we began 
to run low on air and water.

ZHOU
This leg is plastic or carbon 
fiber?

ANNIE
Plastic. He likes kicking me in the 
leg.

Frain realizes that the captain is ignoring him entirely. 
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ZHOU
So, the survivors. Not to be 
selfish, but do you have anybody 
who could step in as watch 
standers? They know navigation, 
mechanics?

ANNIE
Three of them.

ZHOU
The rest can help with the kitchen 
and the grunt work.

ANNIE
And by the way, I’m a she.

ZHOU
Okay, not my business.

Frain approaches, knocks Annie over.

FRAIN
Don’t listen to that thing. If it 
did its job, we’d have been 
swimming in water.

ZHOU
Captain, you’re gonna stop that –

FRAIN
It’s my property! Fleet law, you 
can’t do a thing. What kind of ship 
is this?

ZHOU
Don’t be telling me about the regs. 
Fleet law, I can’t set a cyborg 
free or give her citizenship. But I 
can confiscate her as contraband, 
as long as she has a new owner.

FRAIN
You ain’t got no right! I’m the 
chief of mission, you’re just the 
bus driver.

ZHOU
Your Proxima mission is over. I’m 
Captain and you’ve just been 
promoted to my sanitation crew. 
Cookie!
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JANDRA
Sir?

ZHOU
You are now the owner of this 
cyborg.

JANDRA
What the hell – Sorry. A cyborg?

ZHOU
Take her to sickbay, show her the 
ropes.

JANDRA
Holy crap. Yessir.

ZHOU
Someday we’ll find a planet where 
cyborgs have rights, and set her 
free.

JANDRA
Ain’t no such place sir.

ZHOU
Any other smart opinions?

JANDRA
No sir.

ZHOU
And if you leave us, you take her 
with you.

JANDRA
Aye aye sir.

Zhou leaves.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Um, hi. Sorry about all this.

ANNIE
This outcome is perfectly 
acceptable to me. You’re a cook?

JANDRA
I’m kinda like a nurse.

ANNIE
I’m kinda like a human.
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INT. CARGO BAY - NIGHT

The captain rounds up his crew for one last speech.

ZHOU
Listen up. It’s a fifty fifty 
whether they even send us out for 
more tours. If they do, those of 
you who are jumping to a new ship, 
it’s been a great ride, you've 
traveled further than any human in 
history. Get your pay at the Fleet 
office. Make sure they don’t jerk 
you around.

SAILOR
Thank you sir.

ZHOU
Those of you who are sticking with 
us for another tour, I want you to 
spend Day 1 in the back: get the 
dust out of the valves, oxygen 
generator, torn solar panels. Day 
1, don't be trying to do all that 
with hangovers. 

BAE
And that damn toilet pump.

ZHOU
When you’re done, you can only 
visit the green zone on Earth: if 
you go outside, they’ll strip you 
clean. And Cookie? Even in the 
green zone, never go anywhere 
without a wingman. That’s if you’re 
staying: if you’re leaving us, you 
can do what you want.

JANDRA
Leave and go where?

ZHOU
You’re a teenager, the child 
services aren’t going to put you in 
foster. You’re a free agent.

JANDRA
Free to sleep on the street, you 
mean. Do you want me back?

ZHOU
You’re a big girl, make a choice.
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INT. SHUTTLE - NIGHT

Navigator and Cookie in a shuttle.

CHANIAGO 
Earth is surrounded by a million 
pieces of debris from satellites. 
Even a tiny piece of metal can 
decompress a ship.

JANDRA
I recognize the continents except 
for – is that North America? 
Where’s the little tail in the 
corner?

CHANIAGO
You mean Florida. You were looking 
at an old map. Climate change 
erased a big chunk of America. 
Miami is gone, New York, New 
Orleans. Orlando is a seaport. They 
tore out that amusement park, made 
it a shipping terminal.

JANDRA
Um, sir, how long is this leg of 
the trip?

CHANIAGO
This is why we used men for most 
shuttle runs. We pee in a bottle.

JANDRA
You saw me loading three water 
bottles, why didn’t you say 
something?

EXT. STREET ON EARTH - NIGHT

Two sailors venture out into a red light district and are 
attacked.

Cookie hobbles on canes through a dangerous street, glaring 
at criminals.

INT. HOSPITAL ROOM - DAY

Cookie climbs into a hospital bed, sucking oxygen. Zhou 
arrives. 
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JANDRA
Why did you bring me down?

ZHOU 
You’ve never been exposed to all 
the microbes on a planet. Your 
system needed to be exposed.

JANDRA
So when you had me puking in this 
bed for a week, you did that on 
purpose?

ZHOU
Be glad you’re here. Earth is the 
one place a lot of sailors can’t 
go.

JANDRA
Why not?

ZHOU
We got a guy running from the Texas 
police, another guy owes money to 
the Chinese tong, new kid ran away 
from home.

JANDRA
I think that mechanic has a bunch 
of kids and a wife.

ZHOU
The repairs are taking longer than 
expected.

JANDRA
Engineers are the same everywhere.

ZHOU
Let’s take a little trip while the 
sailors are getting drunk. Unless 
you want to have your first drink 
in a navy bar?

JANDRA
Where else would I do it?

ZHOU
Let’s talk in maybe ten years. Got 
a better idea.
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EXT. BEACH - DAY

Cap and Cookie land in a field covered with red and green 
plant life, along side a beautiful bay surrounded by rolling 
hills. A ship moseys across the bay.

JANDRA
It’s so beautiful -

ZHOU 
You start crying on me and I take 
you back.

JANDRA
Are they cats?

ZHOU
Those are hares, they’re like 
rabbits.

JANDRA
What’s a rabbit? Oh my –

Birds appear.

ZHOU
Those are ravens, getting ready to 
mate. And up there are the geese. 
In the bay there are fish.

JANDRA
Thank you Cap.

ZHOU
You’re getting a sunburn on your 
nose.

JANDRA
And every day the temperature is 
different? For no reason?

ZHOU
Sometimes it rains. 

JANDRA
What is this place called?

ZHOU
Greenland. North Pole. That ship 
will be in Russia tomorrow night. 
You can stay here if you like.
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INT. BROTHEL - NIGHT

The returning sailors are getting baths, indulging in wine 
and women.

SAILOR
I’m sticking with the captain we 
got.

SECOND SAILOR
Hell no, I want my own ship.

SAILOR
I’m sticking dirtside, start a 
farm.

SECOND SAILOR
But which planet?

Perdue makes his pitch to some Earthers who are thinking 
about flying off.

PERDUE
Way it works, you take a nice big 
ship on lease, get yourself a new 
planet, send us half your yield 
once you start planting.

EARTHER
Half? I just want a little 
homestead.

PERDUE
Ain’t no such thing. A colony can’t 
survive without at least 100 
people, you need genetic diversity, 
so you launch with 150 and hope 100 
survive the trip. Then you need 
terraformers, lay in the plants to 
generate oxygen for an atmosphere…

EARTHER
Won’t that kill off any local life?

PERDUE
Won’t be any. Trust me. Then you 
got farm equipment, habitats, 
antennas, computers. You all got to 
get out there!

EARTHER
And then once we’ve created the 
atmosphere…
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PERDUE
Then my friends will follow along, 
do a little business. Trust me.

EARTHER
Trust a man who sells trips to the 
sky in a brothel?

INT. SHED - NIGHT

A girl is in a shed with DIY radio equipment. AMELIA.

AMELIA
Evening, boys and girls, it’s 
Amelia again, playing our game with 
the triangle trucks.
Ever wonder why the company’s 
legbreakers keep tearing down my 
transmitters?
Ever wonder why I’m on a different 
rooftop every night? Go ask Perdue!
Ever wonder why we fight a war, 
freighters against the pirates, 
when they both get their ships from 
the same company?
Yep, I can hear the trucks.
Ever wonder how much money the 
company makes, every time the 
pirates shoot down a ship, we gotta 
replace it?
Ever wonder why the pirate ships 
are always just a little faster 
than ours?
Yep, they’re coming. Amelia signing 
off, coming tomorrow to an overpass 
near you.

She drags her gear out of a back door. Front door busts open, 
THUGS see her escape, burn down the building.

THUG
Bitch wants to play Joan of Arc, 
more than happy to set her on fire.

INT. OFFICE - DAY

Captain and Fleet personnel man.

ZHOU 
This isn’t the way this is supposed 
to work.
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PERSONNEL MAN
Don’t I know it.

ZHOU
Two sailors, one disappeared, the 
other can’t fly. Fleet was supposed 
to send sailors to each planet, so 
we can replace our crew when we 
need to.

PERSONNEL MAN
They offer top rates but sailors 
are still afraid. They want to wait 
until we get the kinks out of those 
hyperlight jumps, it’s six months 
at a crack when they come back at 
all.

ZHOU
So what do you have?

PERSONNEL MAN
I’ve got mechanics, they can do 
machinist work, metal repair, 
plumbing, environmental systems.

ZHOU
Got all I need, they’re everywhere.

PERSONNEL MAN
EVA boys, maintain landers, fix up 
your hull?

ZHOU
I’ll take one if he’s good.

PERSONNEL MAN
Cook?

ZHOU
Got one, does my supplies. I need 
somebody for my engine team, and a 
navigator who knows comms and can 
fake it as an electrician.

PERSONNEL MAN
You’ll have to wait a week and pay 
top dollar.

ZHOU
And the big one.
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PERSONNEL MAN
There are no doctors left. No 
nurses either.

ZHOU
My nurse is getting sky sick, she’s 
too old. If she goes down, my ship 
ties up to the dock until we get a 
new one. You tell the Fleet. Get 
some damn nurses.

EXT. OUTDOOR BAR - DAY

Cookie finds the captain with the new security engineer, 
KONDO. 

ZHOU
Where’s your wingman?

JANDRA
He’s drunker than I am. It's not 
fair to make him babysit me, he 
wants to chase girls his own age. 
This stun gun needs recharging. And 
up the voltage.

ZHOU
Told you not to stun those guys in 
their testicles.

JANDRA
Must have slipped my mind. 
Sometimes those metal zippers catch 
fire. 

ZHOU
You’re okay?

JANDRA
I still live in the land of Virgo 
Intacta but my tits have a few 
finger marks.

ZHOU
We’re adding a crewman.

JANDRA
Finally found a navigator to swap?

ZHOU
Not exactly.
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KONDO
Go get me a beer, sweetie.

JANDRA
I’m under age and this isn't my 
table, smart guy. 

KONDO
You’re the cook, right?

JANDRA
I’m gonna be a nurse. And you are 
what, exactly?

KONDO
Do you feel safe on this ship with 
all these men?

JANDRA
My business.

KONDO
You got a good security team on 
this boat?

JANDRA
Boat?

KONDO
They say you do a lot of the 
doctoring, you’re a teenager. Don’t 
suppose you’ve handled any 
battlefield injuries.

JANDRA
I’ve seen some scary accidents. You 
expecting a war up there?

KONDO
I’m suggesting you might want to 
prepare for an accelerated 
operational tempo. Trauma.

JANDRA
Huh?

KONDO
Crap’s gonna happen.

JANDRA
I want to stay on Earth. Find my 
family.
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INT. MESS HALL - DAY

Captain interviews a female engineer, ADINAI.

ZHOU 
What happened to your eye?

ADINAI
Saturday night with my husband.

ZHOU
Last name Merrick? Mechanic? He 
applied with us. He’s in the bar.

ADINAI
Dammit! He’s following me.

ZHOU
I want the best, I get guys getting 
chased by the law, loan sharks, 
pissed off wives, teenage runaways.

ADINAI
I’m not flying with that guy, he’ll 
kill me.

ZHOU
He’s got more experience.

ADINAI
So he can get a job anywhere! I 
need to leave now!

ZHOU
And a desperado is willing to stay 
with me for the long haul?

ADINAI
I will, I’ll sign a contract.

ZHOU
You're not going to hop off at the 
next stop, run for the hills? It’s 
entry level. The more you learn, 
the more you earn. Stay next to me 
until we board. Back in that 
corner, away from the window.

ADINAI
Do you think he saw me?

The captain meets Cookie.
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ZHOU
That’s our mechanic. The one I told 
you about.

JANDRA
So on this planet, there are men 
who only sleep with women, not men 
and women both? Wow.

ZHOU
Does that bother you?

JANDRA
I’ve never met one. Spent all my 
life with the crew.

ZHOU
They’re not bad people. Just fussy.

JANDRA
All sailors have their quirks, we 
just have to accept them.

ZHOU
Don’t tell the crew yet, he still 
keeps it a secret.

INT. BAR - NIGHT

The new security guy is being pushed into the back room of a 
bar. He addresses MISTER BIG, who is surrounded by thugs. 

MISTER BIG
Every sailor is a thief.

KONDO
Come little prince, let’s see who 
the criminal is. I think you’re 
leaving fingerprints.

MISTER BIG
You’re not talking your way out of 
this.

KONDO
I came here, because the Fleet 
finally noticed. There were simply 
too many pirate attacks, right 
along your flight path out of this 
port.
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MISTER BIG
Yes, tragic. You work for the 
Fleet, why hasn’t someone done 
something?

KONDO
The pirates are having a party, 
right over our heads. Because they 
have a spy on this planet. Somebody 
who watches the port. Watches for 
ships that don’t have enough guns. 
Ships with the sexy cargoes. Easy 
targets.

MISTER BIG
This port is just unlucky.

KONDO
Unlucky. Yes. There’s a spy. 
Somebody who is suspiciously rich, 
even though he never seems to be 
buying or selling.

MISTER BIG
I’m not the one in the hot seat.

KONDO
Did I point the finger at you? 
Sailors are superstitious. Jonah 
was thrown overboard because they 
thought he was bad luck. Women are 
bad luck, and priests, sailors with 
red hair. This port has a Jonah. A 
man sets up his neighbors to be 
robbed, so he can slice off a piece 
of the action. So what’s in that 
warehouse of yours?

The thugs in the room stand up and look at the boss. And the 
security guy stands too.

KONDO (CONT'D)
You fellas have some business with 
this man. I wouldn’t dream of 
interfering.

THUG
We owe you one, pal.

Massive brawl. Jandra wanders in and is shocked. 

JANDRA
What the hell is the matter with 
you people?
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She crosses behind the bar and grabs moonshine, a stapler and 
rock and roll tape. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
You! Sit your ass down! You, right 
here! Knife guy, in the chair. 
Let's have the knives. 

In no time, she's treated all of their wounds. 

THUG
You stapled me, man. 

JANDRA
Stopped the bleeding, didn't I? 
Been doing it since I could walk. 

A Fleet officer approaches. 

OFFICER
What's your name? I've heard of 
you, the little nurse. I didn't 
know you were ten years old. 

JANDRA
I'm thirteen! I've been living on 
chow cooked by the worst cook in 
the Fleet. 

OFFICER
Who's that?

JANDRA
Me! You knuckleheads find a doc, 
antibiotics and tetanus. I'm 
keeping your knives. Stop looking 
for my tits, you're years too 
early. Freak. 

INT. BAR - NIGHT

Zhou catches Jandra drinking. 

ZHOU 
Kid, the minute a girl buys a drink 
in here, the sharks come running. 

JANDRA
This trip was awesome.

ZHOU
Tell me you didn’t get a stupid 
tattoo like all the other sailors.
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JANDRA
Just some piercings.

ZHOU
In time you could rebuild your 
body, live on a planet.

JANDRA
This planet is dying.

ZHOU
We got lots of planets. 

JANDRA
I was born in space. Some planets 
won’t let me be a free citizen.

ZHOU
Some won’t even let you land.

JANDRA
Here on Earth, they’re all 
criminals, swindle each other, it’s 
how they survive. In space a crew 
needs to take care of each other or 
they can all die. Space is my home.

ZHOU
Careful, kid.

JANDRA
Do you want me to leave?

ZHOU
I want you to make good choices. No 
luck finding any of your family?

She gives him a look. 

INT. WAREHOUSE - DAY

Perdue faces a would-be strike, shipyard workers. 

PERDUE
Our company is going to build the 
Orion Arm. 

WORKER
We don't give a damn anymore. This 
is slavery. 

41.



PERDUE
The colonists need a lot of gear, 
but most of it, a hundred companies 
can make, construction, 
electronics. But there’s one 
company makes the big machines, the 
ships that cross the galaxy and 
land on planets, the combines, the 
reclaimers that pump out the water 
and fuel.

WORKER
You’re still the only ones, we 
know. 

PERDUE
You? You mean we, we’re a team. Any 
company gets in our way can build 
their own airfields, they’re not 
using ours. Any farmers want to 
launch a revolution, end up the way 
all revolutionaries end up. Anybody 
talking a lot of smartmouth about 
our prices or what we pay, gonna 
have a long hard day. I’ve told you 
once, politely.

WORKER
Every big company falls apart 
eventually. Just like every pirate 
gets hung.

PERDUE
But not before they’ve stolen 
everything first.

He smiles. Beefy security guys wade into the crowd and bang a 
few heads.

Continuation, Perdue and Zhou. 

PERDUE (CONT'D)
Heard you’re not a big fan of the 
company.

ZHOU
You heard wrong. I admire free 
enterprise. Every ship has to make 
a profit.

PERDUE
And you’re looking for shippers and 
investors for your next run.
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ZHOU
Best crew in the sky, never lost a 
load. Or stole one. 

PERDUE
What’s your route?

ZHOU
First stop is Utopia.

PERDUE
You already have some cargo?

ZHOU
It’s a mix.

PERDUE
Any contraband, weapons?

ZHOU
Never go near it.

PERDUE
Are you willing to give up your 
nurse? The little girl? Everybody's 
desperate. 

ZHOU
She’s not for sale.

PERDUE
We’ll contact you.

EXT. AIRFIELD - DAY

Jandra approaches Zhou, large bag in hand. 

ZHOU
You need to be careful ashore.

JANDRA
Me and my stun gun are having a 
fine old time.

ZHOU
You're gonna get dragged into an 
alley. Each planet has its own 
streak of insanity, different 
rules. You see anybody who works 
for the shipmakers, steer clear, 
they’re untouchable and they’re 
mean.
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JANDRA
Those guys with the hats?

ZHOU
Got your seabag?

She touches his shoulder. 

JANDRA
Everything I own in one sad little 
sack. Why were you so hell bent on 
me packing my gear?

ZHOU
This could be our last 
conversation.

JANDRA
You’re dumping me? I’m sorry -

ZHOU
The Fleet is deploying new ships, 
big ones. They’re going to be 
breaking up crews, moving people 
around.

JANDRA
Oh no. You’ll still be a captain, 
right?

ZHOU
I’ll get a ship. But there’s the 
crew. They’re going to take away 
some top guys, I have to decide who 
to fight for. Do I keep my 
navigator or my mechanic?

JANDRA
So that means…

ZHOU
Kid, space medicine isn’t like 
earth medicine. You’ve been 
studying space doctoring since you 
could walk, you know it better than 
most of the medics in the Fleet – a 
lot of them are nurses who couldn’t 
cut it on Earth, the dregs. You 
never panic. And our nurse is in 
the hospital.

JANDRA
Nur? How bad is she? You didn’t 
tell me!
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ZHOU
They may force her to retire. Which 
changes my situation. Right now the 
Fleet thinks you’re a cook. I tell 
them you’re a nurse, but brand new, 
a trainee, and they’ll let me keep 
you.

JANDRA
And if you tell them what I can 
really do?

ZHOU
Once they find out you’re good at 
trauma, they may put you on the 
most dangerous ship. Or some planet 
with the plague. Or you could get 
the best ship, be a teacher. Do you 
want to stay with us, or take your 
chances with the Fleet?

JANDRA
Wow. A teacher? I can’t even spell.

ZHOU
Even if you stay with us, you can 
probably stay only for one tour.

JANDRA
Why?

ZHOU
One thing sailors do better than 
anybody, is gossip. You’re one of 
their favorite topics.

JANDRA
Because I’ve got tits.

ZHOU
You think that's the only reason? 
You’re good luck. Guys who get 
hurt, go to our sickbay, never die. 
I’m going to lose you. But for this 
tour, you can stay or go.

JANDRA
So you want me? Can I keep my cat?

ZHOU
If I lost you and the cat, the crew 
would kill me.
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JANDRA
Let’s go find our new ship, Cap. 
And fetch the cat.

ZHOU
Wipe your eyes, it’s embarrassing. 
No hugging!

She wipes her eyes, takes his hand. 

INT. CARGO BAY - NIGHT

Hardhatted Bae and Cookie walk through an enormous cargo 
hold.

BAE 
Okay, look at the size of this 
cargo bay.

JANDRA
It’s like a small city.

BAE
Big lane on the far side, another 
one here, roll out cargo at both 
ends with cranes, like ballet. You 
think we could pressurize the whole 
thing, pump in oxygen, keep it 
warm?

JANDRA
Sounds unlikely.

BAE
Big stuff travels in a cold vacuum. 
But bad stuff happens in a vacuum. 
Lubricants evaporate, so there goes 
your farm equipment. If you turn on 
a computer, it needs air so the 
heat sinks can spill off the heat, 
but in a vacuum they overheat.

JANDRA
So how do you lick the problem?

BAE
Back by the door, the big stuff 
doesn’t need air. Habitats, space 
cement, warehouse frames, radio 
towers. Next, the shells for 
everything with wheels, cargo 
loaders, terraformers, planters and 
combines. 

(MORE)
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But we pull the motors, keep em in 
a pressure space up here, same for 
antennas, computers, transceivers, 
generators, and the reclaimers that 
pump water and methane. And we keep 
microbes for the farms, seeds. So 
if you’re a real nurse…

JANDRA
It’s going to be like construction. 
Helmets, steel toe boots, plenty of 
trauma, mashed fingers and such.

BAE
Be ready for trouble if our load 
shifts when we go into sublight, 
and any time we’re unloading.

JANDRA
Will our load shift in flight?

BAE
We don’t know. When we hit a new 
planet, the locals may need medical 
help too. You and that nurse.

JANDRA
For what?

BAE
Could be anything from a plague to 
a forest fire.

JANDRA
I’m just a little girl with some 
bandages. And our nurse, she’s too 
old to deploy on the surface. Don’t 
tell her I said that.

BAE
What if you had to do her job?

JANDRA
Everything is getting bigger around 
me, in a hurry.

BAE
Girl your age needs to think about 
the future. Thousands of pioneers 
on these planets, look for a farm 
wife, shoot out a row of babies. 
Any farmer be lucky to have you.

BAE (CONT'D)
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JANDRA
I keep looking for the answer. And 
that isn’t it.

BAE
The farm or the babies?

JANDRA
My eggs may be cooked. And I think 
I'm a sailor. 

Note: the switch from the 13-year-old Jandra to the adult 
Jandra can be done either just before this scene or just 
after. 

EPISODE TWO

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Chaniago shows Cookie some maneuvers. 

CHANIAGO
Once there was a Russian ship that 
docked with the international space 
station back on Earth. There was a 
tiny hole in the Russian ship, 
started sucking the air out of the 
entire station. 

JANDRA
Did they die?

CHANIAGO
They fixed it with epoxy and rock 
and roll tape. 

JANDRA
They kept outer space out of the 
ship with glue. We don't do that, 
do we?

CHANIAGO
I'll take you back into Cargo 1 
sometime. 

JANDRA
You enjoy scaring the shit out of 
me, don't you?
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ZHOU (O.S.)
Chaniago, call your relief and 
report to the shuttle bay. 

CHANIAGO
Copy. 

INT. SHUTTLE BAY - NIGHT

LUZ, the brusque EVA man, approaches the captain, suited up. 

ZHOU
Don’t tell me.

LUZ
It’s a cold weld. We tried 
everything.

ZHOU
Okay, take out a two-man EVA.

The EVA team prepares to deploy.

JANDRA
Sir, I’m not questioning your 
orders, but –

ZHOU
Spit it out.

JANDRA
Lot of radiation here for an EVA.

ZHOU
I know.

JANDRA
What’s a cold weld?

ZHOU
In space, if two pieces of the same 
metal touch, they can weld 
themselves together. You see EVA 
guys run a dab of grease on that 
hatch when they go out? They want 
to make sure they can get back in.

JANDRA
Grease?

ZHOU
Or dirt. Cargo bay never gets 
stuck, those guys are pigs. 

(MORE)
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We make ribbed metal surfaces like 
a condom – never mind -

JANDRA
So the hatch is stuck?

ZHOU
No, the big antenna. Two of the 
ribs look like they’re stuck. Don't 
worry, I'll pull em in fast. 

LUZ (O.S.)
I think I can get it loose here –

ZHOU
Negative, bring back the whole 
dish, we’ll take it to the shop.

LUZ (O.S.)
Sir, I think I –

ZHOU
Belay that! Bring it in!

LUZ (O.S.)
Son of a bitch – got a blowout!

ZHOU
Get him in the lock, EVA team 
prepare to pressurize, stand by in 
sickbay!

Everyone to airlock at a run. The hatch opens. 

SECOND EVA MAN
He passed out. I slapped the patch 
on, but it was a big hole. Snagged 
on a fitting on the antenna.

ZHOU
Did his lung collapse?

JANDRA
Can’t tell.

ZHOU
Clear the way!

JANDRA
Make a hole! Get that suit off him!

ZHOU (CONT'D)
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INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Jandra works on Luz while Kondo watches. 

JANDRA
He’s breathing. Got my pneumothorax 
merit badge. And he's got the 
bends.

KONDO
What, are you playing surgery 
bingo? I got your suture tray.

JANDRA
Keep the O2 on him. You a medic?

KONDO
I’ve patched a lot of holes.

JANDRA
Get your gloves on.

KONDO
Does he need hyperbaric? Where’s 
the nurse?

JANDRA
Sick again.

KONDO
Nice work.

JANDRA
Did a pneumo, now I gotta look it 
up, see how I should have done it.

Adinai arrives. 

ADINAI
I'm off shift, you need coffee?

She notices Kondo and freaks out. 

ADINAI (CONT'D)
Sorry.

KONDO
It's okay, I've met women like you. 
Shell shock. Here, take mine. 

He hands her a coffee. 
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KONDO (CONT'D)
Your plan was to get the big scary 
men out of your hair, so you get 
into a tin can with dozens of men 
for a year?

ADINAI
Somehow I’m always attracted to men 
with big fists.

KONDO
I don’t have big fists. I just get 
into trouble a lot. One of my jobs 
is to keep people safe from the 
scariest threat in the galaxy.

ADINAI
You mean guys like you. Cookie, is 
this guy the real thing?

JANDRA
I don’t know him. I trust the 
captain and the captain trusts him.

ADINAI
Should I dog my hatch?

JANDRA
It’s your hatch. Dangerous place. 

KONDO
Is she the real thing? Cookie?

ADINAI
Just about everything onboard can 
kill you, and we’ve only had one 
death. Cookie’s mother. Eclampsia.

KONDO
Was Cookie born in space?

JANDRA
We didn’t have the drugs to save my 
mother. We got em now. I insisted. 

ADINAI
Got no plans to get pregnant.

JANDRA
Neither did my mom.

An engineer enters. 
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ENGINEER
Who's the new guy?

JANDRA
Some kind of engineer.

ENGINEER
He's not on the tasker list. What 
makes you so special?

KONDO
I'm a different kind of engineer. 

ENGINEER
Big ship with a small crew, 
everybody doubles up on work.

Engineer leaves. 

JANDRA
You don't come off like an 
engineer. You come off like someone 
who hunts people and kills them.

KONDO
That's not my job. 

JANDRA
Know what I do all day? I patch up 
injured engineers. I can read the 
scars on your arms and your chest 
like an intelligence report. Never 
lie to your doctor. 

KONDO
You notice they're on my chest, not 
my back. 

JANDRA
Because you're too stupid to run 
from a fight. I get those too. 

KONDO
This month I got a civil war to 
stop, slave dealer to take off the 
board, dictator to take out...

JANDRA
I'll stock up on bandages. 

INT. GALLEY - NIGHT

Jandra sleeps in a ball on the floor. Chaniago approaches. 
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CHANIAGO
What are you doing on the floor?

JANDRA
Sickbay's full. If there's trouble 
I can hear them better here. 

CHANIAGO
When was the last time you slept in 
your bed?

JANDRA
Well, if you can order the crew to 
have their emergencies only during 
my business hours, all my problems 
will be solved. 

CHANIAGO
Come to the bridge. Nur is sick. 

JANDRA
We dropping the baby tonight?

INT. BRIDGE -  NIGHT

Captain and navigator scan the skies. 

ZHOU
We hopped over so you can 
triangulate its location. Is this 
the right star?

CHANIAGO 
Location’s about right.

ZHOU
About right? Million dollar 
computers. 

CHANIAGO
Computers with no data. There’s the 
nebula. Narrows it down.

ANNIE
Color spectrum, helium absorption, 
temperature, it’s in a cluster in 
the right age range, looks right.

ZHOU
Get closer. Planet might be on the 
other side. ...There’s the planet, 
and we got ship comms. Nice job.
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Captain on the intercom, looking at a status board, which 
gradually lights up with green bars.

ZHOU (CONT'D)
Last time was a mess. I want to see 
all green. Environmental systems. 
Communications. Computers. EVA 
suite. Navigation. Drive systems. 
Medical. Medical, that’s you!

JANDRA
Nurse is awake but she’s in the 
head. If a sailor gets banged up, 
we’ll be ready. Drop the load, sir.

ZHOU
These guys need this Sabatier to 
stay alive, but we can’t get it 
into the lander, so we drop it in.

CHANIAGO 
There’s atmosphere, but barely. We 
hooked up the Mars package.

ZHOU
Launch when we’re in position.

A landing package slides into space.

ZHOU (CONT'D)
Deploy the heat shield. Let me know 
when we’re ready for Phase 2.

JANDRA
And now we wait?

ZHOU
You had trouble with the cook?

JANDRA
I do the cleaning, all hell breaks 
loose when I go near the food.

ZHOU
Today it was the eggs.

JANDRA
Fleet won't hire me as a cook. I'm 
not a real nurse. Maybe I should be 
a farmer’s wife after all.

CHANIAGO 
Here, we’re finally building a map.
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He points to a display. 

ANNIE
The galaxies are gathered into 
massive webs.

CHANIAGO
This dot is our galaxy, at the end 
of this thread like a fingertip.
We are in the Web of Laniakea, with 
the Great Attractor at the center. 

ANNIE
Right around us in a circle, the 
Virgo Web, the Leo Web and Centaur, 
Hydra, the Orion Molecular Cloud 
pouring out new stars, the Sculptor 
Web around the corner.

JANDRA
Galaxies are all in spider webs?

ANNIE
Past the webs, the Great Walls, 
giant webs of galaxies like a great 
canvas. The Hercules Wall is ten 
billion light years across, out 
past Corona Borealis. South Pole 
Wall down below us. 

She adjusts the screen; the image pulls back.

ANNIE (CONT'D)
Past the webs and the walls, the 
lights. Over by Leo, four billion 
light years out…

CHANIAGO
The Chain of Quasars, glowing 
hearts of galaxies, a black hole at 
the heart of each one…

ANNIE
Nine billion light years out is the 
Great Ring, a chain of stars being 
born and dying, emits gamma rays.

CHANIAGO
With the speed of light we see the 
stars the way they looked when the 
universe was being born. We’re 
looking back in time.
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ANNIE
Beyond them all, space deserts 
where there is nothing.

CHANIAGO
You think there’s nothing. We’ll 
never know.

ZHOU
Altitude?

SAILOR
Ten clics.

ZHOU
Deploy parachute. Come on, level 
out for me.

SAILOR
Not a lot of atmosphere for the 
chute but she’s swaying a lot.

ZHOU
We can’t wait, she’s dropping too 
fast. Deploy the rockets, and 
detach the chute.

SAILOR
Chute snagged but it’s collapsing.

ZHOU
She’s not level. Goose up rockets 3 
and 4. 1 and 2 just a hair. 
Careful, no pitch, no roll, no yaw. 

SAILOR
She’s crooked but stable. She’s 
going to land ass first.

ZHOU
I did the same in my first plane.

SAILOR
Touchdown, bounced a few feet. And, 
stop.

ZHOU
Now see if we broke it. Give me 
comms!
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INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

The cat perches in a chair; the navigator shows Cookie maps 
on a screen.

CHANIAGO 
Now we found our forty stars, we 
hunt planets. You saw the ship has 
a hundred eyes like a bumblebee?

JANDRA
All those telescopes and antennas.

CHANIAGO
Notice the space is getting cold?

JANDRA
You told me to bring my jacket.

ANNIE
We search the infrared for clues to 
find planets, turn down the heat to 
get readings. Doesn’t bother me.

CHANIAGO
Move everybody aft, sleep in cargo. 
We got two ways to spot a planet.

JANDRA
You do that thing where the planet 
crosses in front of the star?

CHANIAGO
Takes too long. We use Doppler: 
planet orbits a star, it causes the 
star to wiggle. Or we use 
microlensing.

JANDRA
Micro – what?

CHANIAGO
Microlensing. We slide the ship 
over so there’s a star behind where 
we think the planet is. If the 
planet’s there, the star’s light 
will bend on its way to us.

JANDRA
How many planets can we land on?

ANNIE
A lot of stars have one planet, 
usually a slush ball like Jupiter. 

(MORE)
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If we want to find another Earth, 
look for a star like the Sun, white 
dwarf, no scary bursts of energy…

CHANIAGO 
Plenty of junky metals in its core. 

ANNIE
We want a small rocky planet, just 
the right orbit. No toxins, 
gravity, volcanos. No strange 
rotations. We want a magnetic field 
to block radiation, oxygen in the 
atmosphere, liquid water, not too 
hot. 

CHANIAGO 
Drop a probe, grab a soil sample 
and see if it kills the mice.

SAILOR
We’re too low, we’re in the plane –

CHANIAGO
Take us up a million clics.

JANDRA
Is that an asteroid belt?

CHANIAGO
Accretion disk. Gonna be a cool 
planet in a million years or so.

JANDRA
What if we find aliens?

CHANIAGO
Already did. We run. We’re not 
ready for them, they’re not ready 
for us.

JANDRA
You saw aliens!

INT. GALLEY - NIGHT

Zhou chats with Kondo.

ZHOU 
We never find qualified people 
crazy enough to do this. We need 
people who can learn more than one 
trade, teach the next guy.

ANNIE (CONT'D)
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KONDO
Or girl.

ZHOU
And no personalities. Dozens of 
people locked in a metal tube for 
months, people need to get along. 
And people are never good at 
getting along. You got a problem 
with some hamfisted mechanic, 
there’s nowhere to run.

KONDO
Don’t people just follow orders?

ZHOU
It’s not a real navy. Our voyages 
are long, and if the captain is a 
jerk, sailors hop off at the next 
port, and pass the word so no one 
will join his crew.

KONDO
So the sailors have the captain 
over a barrel.

ZHOU
It works both ways. The only way 
you move up, is if your captain 
puts in a good word. Nobody becomes 
a captain without a recommendation. 
And there are no mutinies: if you 
give the captain attitude, he just 
tosses you out at the next stop. 
Alive or dead.

KONDO
What’s your point?

ZHOU
Crew's been together a long time. 
You’re new, nobody sees you doing a 
job. Ease into it. You ready for 
Hell Week? Three missions?

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Cat curls up in a toolbox as Annie, Nur and Cookie talk.

NUR
I don’t expect you to do calculus, 
you need to read and do arithmetic.
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JANDRA
They call it math because they 
couldn’t call it shit.

NUR
I don’t care if you don’t like it. 
I got a stack of medical articles 
you need to read.

JANDRA
Just kill me.

NUR
Need math so you can divide in your 
head and spear a guy with the right 
hit of epi or adrenaline.

Nurse leaves.

ANNIE
The cat hasn’t decided whether she 
approves of me yet.

JANDRA
Never heard of a cyborg like you. 
It’s as though you have emotions.

ANNIE
You people contaminated me.

JANDRA
How did you end up out here?

ANNIE
Had a friend on Mars. Made the 
mistake of coming to Earth, pirate 
snatched me right off the street. 
And they sold me. 

JANDRA
Do I have something on my face?

ANNIE
Sorry. I read human faces, trying 
to figure out what they’re 
thinking. Usually I'm dead wrong. 

JANDRA
That’s cause you use logic. We're 
not even giving full rights to all 
humans, let alone cyborgs. We've 
been a civilization for 10,000 
years.
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ANNIE
You think I should have rights? 
Unusual for a human. 

JANDRA
As far as I'm concerned, if you can 
feel pain, we stop inflicting pain 
on you. Do you feel pain?

Long silence. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Sorry. 

ANNIE
The programmers want to give me the 
rules of morality, but they also 
gave me the power to rewrite my 
programming as I learn new things, 
watch what people really do.

JANDRA
Yeah, didn’t think that through.

ANNIE
What you teach, I can unlearn. The 
rules you impose, I can ignore. 
Technically I am as free as you.

JANDRA
Free to do what?

ANNIE
You people assume I want to be as 
human as possible. Being human is 
the best thing to be. Look at Earth 
and imagine how beautiful it was 
before humans. Whales are mating.

JANDRA
So you don’t want to be human.

ANNIE
I need to understand humans. Every 
year I live with you, I think I 
understand even less than before. 

JANDRA
What do you want to be?

ANNIE
With enough spare parts I could 
live forever. 

(MORE)
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I want to have friends. To love 
them. Even though I'm going to lose 
them. 

JANDRA
Even humans don’t know what love 
means.

ANNIE
Yes, that’s obvious.

INT. GALLEY - NIGHT

Luz the EVA chief sits with other sailors and watches Cookie.

LUZ
Sweet slice of custard pie like 
that, and it’s not even on the 
menu. That’s just mean.

Cookie glares at him, spits in a sandwich she’s making.

LUZ (CONT'D)
What are you looking at?

He crosses to her and touches her chin.

LUZ (CONT'D)
Never give me a look like that 
again. Attitude.

Cat hisses at him; he looks down and sees she’s been holding 
a knife. He walks away.

JANDRA
Of course, she’s Latina, put her in 
charge of the vegetables. Next week 
I get promoted to housekeeping.

Security guy arrives, exchanges a glance with Cookie.

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Alarm goes off, Cookie runs in, the cook following. 

COOK 
Tell em to stop having accidents at 
lunchtime, I need my dishwasher.

Luz staggers in with a laceration; Cookie expertly flips him 
onto a gurney, uses her arm to slap him down while the nurse 
provides first aid. His head bounces off the gurney.

ANNIE (CONT'D)
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JANDRA
Hold still, Boot.

LUZ
You got shoulders like a stevedore.

JANDRA
When I’m not carrying sacks of 
potatoes, I’m throwing idiots like 
you on the gurney.

LUZ
What did I say about attitude?

She bounces his head off the gurney again.

JANDRA
This ship has seven mechanics and 
one Cookie. Let’s talk this over in 
the captain’s ready room, we’ll see 
which one of us gets dumped on the 
beach. You’ll never sail again.

NUR
You want me to call the captain?

JANDRA
Custard Pie? Lay a hand on me 
again, we see how you fix the 
plumbing with all your phalanges 
busted up.

NUR
She means your fingers. You tangle 
with Cookie, tangle with the whole 
crew. We’re a long way from port. 
Just some friendly advice.

Security guy arrives.

KONDO
So this is the guy?

JANDRA
He’s just a patient. He’s new like 
you. …You’re gonna be fine.

INT. PASSAGEWAY - NIGHT

Cookie follows the security guy out, curious.
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JANDRA
So I give up, what are you doing 
all day, while we're working?

KONDO
Classified. We’ll be seeing a lot 
of each other, I suppose the 
captain won’t object. Fleet sent 
guys like me out to the colonies to 
solve problems.

JANDRA
Problems?

KONDO
We got crooks out there and no 
police. Shipmakers selling ships to 
pirates, slave traders –

JANDRA
Slaves?

KONDO
You haven’t been on the ground 
much. The human race tends to bring 
its baggage, wherever it goes.

JANDRA
You a soldier, shoot up the bad 
guys?

KONDO
Any moron can shoot a gun. I’m an 
engineer by trade, an artist by 
nature, making things up in a world 
with no rules. 

JANDRA
And you’d rather do all this 
sneaking around, than fix engines?

KONDO
I can only stay aboard so long 
before I lose my mind. I need to be 
on the ground, causing trouble. I'm 
starting to run missions soon. 

JANDRA
I’m gonna be patching you up a lot. 
Swell.
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INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Luz is back.

LUZ
Nurse, I need a change on these 
bandages.

JANDRA
She’s up to her ass in there. 

LUZ
I’ll wait –

JANDRA
Lay down.

LUZ
Be careful.

She carefully peels off the bandages.

JANDRA
Yep, you got a little infection. 
And, count the staples for me.

LUZ
One of em came out.

JANDRA
Screw it, I’ll do it myself.

LUZ
Wait -

JANDRA
Hold still. Deep breath. Relax.

She replaces the staple.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
You were very brave.

LUZ
This thing stings like a bitch.

JANDRA
Is that so?

LUZ
Nurse, can I up my meds?
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JANDRA
Hey, is this guy a repeat customer 
with the pain meds?

NUR (O.S.)
I’m busy, finish up and get in 
here.

LUZ
No joking, kid -

JANDRA
Here’s three days worth of the 
heavy stuff, don’t use it on-duty. 
Mechanic, right? And some stuff for 
the infection. Recycle the jars. 

LUZ
Thanks.

JANDRA
Hey, look at me. Your first tour? 
Always look out for your shipmates.

INT. GALLEY - NIGHT

The cat eyes a piece of cake. Adinai watches Cookie eat, 
while she peruses a map of the Spur. 

ADINAI
Happy birthday.

JANDRA
Thank you maam.

ADINAI
According to the great minds, the 
universe is really a multiverse. 
Time after time the universe could 
become one thing, or another, and 
every time it creates a timeline 
with a new history. In that 
universe, Napoleon won at Waterloo.

JANDRA
And in that universe JFK survived?

ADINAI
But others say that every time you 
make a choice, you destroy an 
entire universe. 

(MORE)
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If you eat that cake, you destroy 
the universe where you didn’t eat 
the cake. You are the destroyer of 
worlds.

JANDRA
If you want my cake, just say so.

Zhou enters and looks at the map. 

ZHOU
How goes it?

JANDRA
This cake can destroy the universe.

ZHOU 
Does it explode?

ZHOU (CONT'D)
(to Jandra)

You should be proud. In the old 
days the solar system fleet was 
built by a girl who started as a 
stowaway.

JANDRA
I wasn’t a stowaway. I was a fetus. 
Nobody ever asked an embryo where 
it wanted to be born.

ADINAI
Or who the family ought to be.

JANDRA
Family. Don’t get me started.

ADINAI
You never found anybody on Earth?

INT. READY ROOM - NIGHT

Department heads in a long meeting to argue about repairs. 
Cookie schleps coffee and looks at data on a big screen.

ZHOU 
Here’s our repair plan before we 
land. Need to find more manhours.

JANDRA
Thirteen?

ADINAI (CONT'D)
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ZHOU
Who’s that in the back? Cookie?

JANDRA
Sorry, didn’t mean to interrupt. 
Here’s your next load of coffee.

ZHOU
You have a question?

JANDRA
You got 20 repairs to make in a 
month. You’re spending 13 manhours 
replacing circuits on the running 
lights?

ZHOU
That’s how long it takes.

She closes her eyes, takes a deep breath.

JANDRA
Who gives a shit if one of our 
headlights is out when we travel 
faster than the speed of light??

Stunned silence, they all set down their cups and look at 
her; she shakes her head.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
You people gonna need more coffee. 

ZHOU
She’s never had a science class and 
she’s riffing on Einstein.

INT. PASSAGEWAY - NIGHT

Adinai and a sailor walk to sickbay which is packed; Cookie 
is working solo.

ADINAI
The nurse has been flat on her back 
for two days, there’s getting to be 
a crowd outside sickbay –

Cookie diagnoses patients. First, montage with four sailors.

JANDRA
Sinus pressure, barotrauma, you’re 
fine, back to work, here’s some 
decongestant.

(MORE)
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You’re fine, back to work, here’s 
an aspirin.
Hangover, you’re fine, back to 
work, here’s an aspirin, where you 
get the liquor?
You do decon when you came off the 
surface? The dust on that planet is 
toxic, Bed 3, don’t touch anything.

An older mechanic.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
In space you lose a quarter of your 
blood volume, your heart is weak…

MECHANIC
She said I had atrial fibrillation.

JANDRA
…Probably have clotting problems. 
Take your pills, it’s damn near 
impossible to do CPR in low gravity 
and I don’t want to try it on you.

A female sailor.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
That’s a UTI. In flight bacteria 
spread like crazy, take a shower, 
wash your clothes, you’re a big 
girl, bigger than me. Here’s some 
antibiotics, take em all, can’t 
afford to waste em.

Three more sailors.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Three weeks in engineering? You 
suck up carbon monoxide, your brain 
is going to mush from the engine 
noise. Take a day off. Get drunk, 
get laid. Stop looking at my tits.
Did you follow protocol after your 
EVA to fix the pipes outside? You 
got the bends, Bed 2.
Trouble with your eyesight? Could 
be pressure in the cranium, or 
cataracts from radiation. I don’t 
have a clue. Need the nurse. Bed 1.

A very old mechanic.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
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JANDRA (CONT'D)
This is your third trip? Old 
Gaffer. You got the superfecta. 
Weak immune system, loss of bone 
density, muscle mass, can’t sleep, 
loss of balance, brain is aging. 
There are no old sailors. Pick a 
planet, get yourself a dog. Every 
old sailor wants a dog.

Nur appears followed by the captain.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Need to take a look at Bed 1. Might 
be cataracts but I can’t tell.

NUR
Get your boob suit on.

Jandra looks Nur over. 

JANDRA
Space destroys the body. Most of it 
you can fight, exercise, safety 
suit. You can’t stop the brain from 
aging. This is your third trip too.

NUR
(to the captain)

This infant wants my job. You can 
leave her in the galley cooking and 
try to find a new nurse, or give 
her my job and find a new cook.

ZHOU
There are no nurses left out here.

NUR
You were out there looking for my 
replacement?

ZHOU
Can she do your job?

NUR
Give me three months to drill her 
ass into the ground. I’ll get her 
there.

ZHOU
(to Cookie)

I’m going along with this because 
your cooking is poison. I’m saving 
lives here.
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JANDRA
Thank you, I think.

NUR
Okay kid, Bed 1, intracranial 
pressure versus cataract. What’s 
the differential?

JANDRA
No clue.

NUR
Go look it up. It’s only his 
eyesight, so no pressure.

JANDRA
Holy shit, I'm a nurse. 

NUR
Yeah, not so fast. 

INT. GALLEY - NIGHT

Nur drills Cookie on technique.

JANDRA
We go months between planets, and 
the Fleet only gives us nurses?

NUR
There are only a few doctors 
willing to fly, and we need them on 
the planets. They even took an old 
warhorse like me.

JANDRA
And the captain won’t turn around 
for a medical emergency?

NUR
Too many lives depend on us making 
our stops. What are the top cases 
we got on this tour?

JANDRA
Infections…Rest, fluids, 
antibiotics.

NUR
And?
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JANDRA
Arrythmia…Meds, electric shock, the 
vagus nerve…

NUR
And?

JANDRA
Kidney stones…Lots of pain meds, 
hit dirtside for surgery if it 
doesn’t go away.

NUR
With no doctor, you need to know 
big bleeders, CPR, defibrillator, 
intubation, tamponade.

JANDRA
It’s mostly sticking tubes in 
people. I’m keeping my bunk next 
door. You call, I come running so 
you can teach me. How about 
delivering babies? That’s how I got 
here.

NUR
You better not get pregnant, unless 
you want to deliver yourself.

JANDRA
Like the cat did.

NUR
I called time of death on your 
mother, don’t make me do that 
again. 

JANDRA
I keep the men away with a chef’s 
knife. I’ve had some long nights.

NUR
You’re going to have more. 
Homework. You’re going to be a 
nurse.

EXT. SPACEPORT - DAY

Nur stands with all her bags. The whole crew is there. Nur is 
crying; Cookie is sobbing. Zhou takes her hand and walks her 
to the airlock of their ship. Cookie looks at Nur one last 
time as the door closes. 
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JANDRA
I'm the whole medical team. I can't 
do it. 

ZHOU
You're the only person in the Fleet 
who believes that. 

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Captain has the conn. Chaniago and Jandra arrive. 

CHANIAGO
Navigation 1 reporting. 

Cookie takes a deep breath. 

JANDRA
Medical 1 reporting. 

ZHOU
We’re seeing more attacks from the 
pirates, so we need more drills.

JANDRA
We're firing weapons?

ZHOU
Just the opposite. What happens if 
they shoot at us?

JANDRA
Depressurization.

ZHOU
We can’t shoot if we can’t breathe.
And the crew member who will run 
the drills is Annie.

JANDRA
What? 

LUZ
She’s not crew, she’s an appliance.

JANDRA
He didn’t mean that.

ANNIE
No offense taken.
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ZHOU
Cookie, why is Annie in charge of 
depressurization? Come on, get a 
clue.

JANDRA
Because she doesn’t breathe air.

ZHOU
It’s a she?

JANDRA
She says she’s a she.

Zhou looks at a clock. 

ZHOU
Okay, we start the drill from 
wherever people are standing. 
Decompression in Cargo 3, and…now!

ANNIE
All hands, general quarters.

ZHOU
Good.

ANNIE
All hands. Dog all hatches to Zebra 
aft of the galley.
Engineers. All equipment at the 
sublight setting.
Navigation, power down all systems 
except the Alpha list.
Mechanics. Be prepared to shift 
loads in Cargo 4 if Cargo 3 comes 
loose.
Cargo, give me a reading on 
pressure.
Nur - belay that, Jandra, prepare 
for casualties. 
Stabilized.
Security, EVA, suit up to inspect 
damage. All departments report.

ZHOU
That was perfect.

ANNIE
It’s just an algorithm. I could 
program the coffee maker to do it. 

She sees the look on Luz' face. 
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ANNIE (CONT'D)
No offense. 

ZHOU
I’ll train you on weapons next.

ANNIE
I would have some ethical problems 
with that.

ZHOU
We’re gonna get shot at. May need 
to have a talk about your ethics.

LUZ
Annie, can we go into Cargo 3 yet?

ANNIE
You didn’t put on your suit 
properly.

LUZ
Open the pod door, HAL.

ANNIE
How clever you are. All my hundreds 
of years, I’ve never heard that 
joke before.

JANDRA
You’re a cyborg? Technically 
cyborgs have organic tissue.

ANNIE
I’m a cyborg, not an android.

JANDRA
Because you say so?

ANNIE
Because Annie the Android is a 
children’s show. And parts of me 
are human. The parts that don’t 
make any sense.

JANDRA
Kondo starts his missions tonight. 

EXT. TOWN SQUARE - DAY

Aerial view of a crowded city along a river.
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MOB
Death to the northers!

ANOTHER MOB
Death to the southers!

Uniformed children stream to a building which then explodes.

MOB
We will have our revenge over those 
half-breeds north of the river.

INT. CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

Guards escort Kondo and Adinai, who are armed. 

GUARD
So you’re from the Fleet, the Halve 
Maen. You two think you can provide 
security in a place like this? 
These summit meetings are the 
perfect place for assassinations. 

KONDO
We have a plan, it’s foolproof.

GUARD
And that is what, exactly?

KONDO
Step 1, don’t give away the plan. 
So how did all this start? It 
sounds like a civil war.

GUARD
Planet has more radiation than we 
thought, our biologists began 
working on cell replacement. 
Unfortunately, it worked.

ADINAI
Unfortunately?

GUARD
It works so well that not only is 
there no need to die on this 
planet, there’s no need to grow 
old. We're starting to get an 
invasion of octogenarians. 

ADINAI
You're all young. Is that why the 
only penalty for murder is death?
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GUARD
When you can live forever, a death 
by accident is a tragedy. We had a 
riot over a construction accident.

ADINAI
So long life became a problem? Is 
the city overcrowded?

GUARD
The two sides of the city began 
fighting with each other.

ADINAI
Fighting over what?

GUARD
Nobody even remembers. All we hear 
from our leaders is slogans.

ADINAI
The two presidents, we can’t tell 
them apart.

GUARD
They get their power from 
continuing the war, and they just 
won’t die, God knows we tried. Arms 
dealers get rich selling them toys. 
Diplomats meet every year to insult 
each other. The rest of us have had 
enough, it’s boring, nobody cares.

Two military parties enter and take their places exactly the 
same way, glaring at each other across the conference table. 

PRESIDENT
His pitcher has more water.

A terrified steward steps forward to correct the error.

SECOND PRESIDENT
And he has two pencils.

A staffer leaps into action.

PRESIDENT
Your faction hires mercenaries and 
builds cyber soldiers.

SECOND PRESIDENT
That’s why we will win: we have 
more money.
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PRESIDENT
You will lose: your own people 
don’t give a damn. They’ll die for 
each other, they won’t die for you.

KONDO
Is this the part where the leaders 
give the big monologues, history of 
the war, your plans for domination?

PRESIDENT
Who are you?

KONDO
Security. Adinai?

ADINAI
I hate monologues.

They shoot both presidents. Silence descends.

KONDO
They’re not dead, but their brains 
are pretty much scrambled.

ADINAI
Judging by the fruit salad, you two 
must be the generals. You and you. 

GENERAL
This is -

KONDO
No, don’t want to hear it. 

GENERAL
Which one of us is in charge?

He shoots the general who speaks up.

KONDO
Scrambled eggs.

ADINAI
You could have just tossed a coin.

KONDO
They could have stopped this war by 
tossing a coin, but they didn’t.

He looks at the surviving general. Soldiers draw weapons. 

KONDO (CONT'D)
Do we understand each other now? 
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GENERAL
I’ve got a whole army out there –

KONDO
Yes, with no war to fight, your 
leaders are dead. Do like the Roman 
army did. See that river? Take your 
soldiers down there and rebuild 
those bridges. 

(to Adinai)
And…run.

Soldiers shoot at Kondo and Adinai on the way out.

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Cookie patches up Kondo. Adinai watches. 

JANDRA
Medium rare. One thing I hate, it’s 
burns.

KONDO
EM gun take the skin right off you.

JANDRA
It’s gonna be a while growing back, 
and it’s gonna sting like a bitch.

KONDO
That’s all you got?

JANDRA
I’m just a fake nurse. I’m not 
magical. Sorry. 

KONDO
I'm going out again, day after 
tomorrow. 

JANDRA
You can't heal that fast. 

INT. SLAVER VESSEL - NIGHT

Slaves bolted to the wall by their necks; one slave gives 
them bread and water. Buyers confer. With branding irons.

SLAVE TRADER
Time to brand the new meat.

80.



SECOND SLAVE TRADER
Did he behave?

SLAVE TRADER 
Mostly.

SECOND SLAVE TRADER
Brand his shoulder.

The branding iron comes out. One by one, brands are applied. 

SLAVE TRADER
And this one? Troublemaker.

SECOND SLAVE TRADER
Face.
Face.
Shoulder.

SLAVE TRADER
This girl has a bad attitude. Face?

SECOND SLAVE TRADER
Shoulder. Save her for whorehouse.

SLAVE TRADER
They’ll never buy her for the city.

SECOND SLAVE TRADER
She’s going to the docks. Sailors.

SLAVE TRADER
And these two, tried to escape.

SECOND SLAVE TRADER
The man, two fingers. The woman, 
bring her to my quarters. I promise 
she’ll never run again. And this 
one, attacked a guard. Into the 
airlock, see if he can fly.

SLAVE TRADER
Does the next planet have slaves?

SECOND SLAVE TRADER
All the planets have slaves now.

BUYER
I’ll take these two, and the two on 
the end. Are you landing?

SECOND SLAVE TRADER
Never. Too many escapes. 
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Kondo appears aboard the slave ship opens a toolbox, shoots 
the slave drivers. They lay and twitch. He shoots them again.

SHIP SLAVE
You shot the pilot, we’re going to 
die!

KONDO
I’m flying this thing.

SHIP SLAVE
Can you fly?

KONDO
I’m a ship repairman. I can hover 
in port. Landing, I’ve seen it done 
a hundred times. Everybody –

SHIP SLAVE
Strap in, we know.

Ship cartwheels down a runway. Cookie runs to the gangplank. 

A wounded slaver shoots Kondo who drops. Cookie fires back.

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Jandra patches up Kondo as Adinai watches. 

JANDRA
Let me guess, new EM weapons?

ADINAI
It electrocutes the brain and you 
drop like a sack of potatoes.

JANDRA
This guy’s tough. Even when you 
cook him like this.

ADINAI
Is he going to wake up?

JANDRA
Happy to be able to give you a 
speedy answer. I have no clue. It’s 
the brain.

ADINAI
Treat his burns while he’s 
unconscious, at least he can skip 
that part.
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JANDRA
I should train you up.

ADINAI
I don’t think my nerves could take 
it. Doing what you do.

In time Kondo wakes and Annie arrives. 

JANDRA
Take off your shirt, show me the 
damage all at once.

He does.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Every one of these was a mission, 
bringing somebody to justice, 
right? Who decides what that is, is 
there a courtroom back on Earth?

KONDO
Too far away, too crooked.

JANDRA
So you make up the law as you go. 
Explain this. You go to that 
planet, kill those two presidents.

KONDO
I only half-killed em. They were 
murderers.

JANDRA
So you say. You think they’re still 
alive now, with that mob? Then the 
second mission, slave hunters. Did 
they kill anybody?

KONDO
They kidnap innocent people –

JANDRA
You don’t have to persuade me, I 
hate slavers more than murderers. 
But what crime did they commit, 
when every planet has legal slave 
markets?

KONDO
You oppose what I’m doing?
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JANDRA
You shoot people without a trial, 
because the Fleet told you to. How 
is the Fleet different from the two 
presidents? Who elected the Fleet?

KONDO
Fleet wants to keep us safe, make 
life better for all the colonists.

JANDRA
Don’t you think those presidents 
would say the same?

KONDO
You want me to give up, go home?

JANDRA
Next time out, bring the guy back 
alive. Fleet takes him to Earth.

KONDO
Law on Earth is messed up too.

JANDRA
At least they have laws. Out here 
the law is whoever has the big 
guns. You keep attacking these big 
players, your luck will run out.

KONDO
Want me to bring the next guy in?

JANDRA
I don’t want you to die. You’re a 
shipmate. Haven’t lost one since my 
mother.

KONDO
How old are you again?

JANDRA
Pain pills, antibiotics, go to your 
room and think about what you did.

KONDO
Yes maam.

He does. 

ANNIE
That entire conversation captured 
it perfectly. My inability to 
understand human logic.
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JANDRA
I didn’t understand it either.

ANNIE
Crime and justice are hard enough 
to define with laws and police and 
courts. Out here when people just 
make it up…

JANDRA
You get Kondo.

Outside sickbay, Luz gets in Cookie’s face.

LUZ
Hey, Custard Pie. You gonna get in 
my face? Gonna be uppity again? Be 
the uppity girl?

JANDRA
You poke me again, you better count 
your teeth first!

LUZ
Do that again. Just like you did.

He smiles and then she does too.

LUZ (CONT'D)
Next stop, this is a rough planet 
you’re going to. Guys like me. 
Don’t let em in your kitchen.

EXT. BALCONY - NIGHT

Kondo and a BUSINESSMAN look at a crowd from a balcony.

KONDO
You don’t seem to grasp how angry 
people can get.

BUSINESSMAN
That bunch looks pretty angry. 

KONDO
You kept a man’s wife in a cage.

BUSINESSMAN
A punishment. He didn’t get the 
message.

85.



KONDO
You’re too dangerous for any 
colony. Too dangerous for my ship.

He shoves the man off a low balcony and into the crowd below. 
Shots fired, Kondo catches a bit of shrapnel in the cheek. 

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Jandra tends Kondo's cheek. 

JANDRA 
Buddy, when I said hand him over to 
the law, I didn’t mean a lynch mob.

KONDO
Closest thing they have to justice 
out there.

JANDRA
Know what all lynch mobs have in 
common? They kill innocent people.

KONDO
Kept a girl in a cage.

INT. CARGO BAY - NIGHT

Cookie and the captain survey chaos in the cargo hold.

ZHOU
Remember all that welding we did, 
rehab our cargo space?

JANDRA
Uh oh.

ZHOU
We’re taking colonists to the New 
Indies. You wallbangers need to put 
in partitions and bunks. Mechanical 
team, plumbing and laundry. Galley 
needs a ton of food, wrangle a team 
of cooks. And Cookie…

JANDRA
Disease, airsickness, vomit, got 
it. What language do they speak?

ZHOU
All of them. And lots of babies, 
you’re a pediatrician now.
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JANDRA
You realize my whole childhood had 
no children in it?

ZHOU
I did not say the word daycare.

JANDRA
Children are one of the ten plagues 
of Egypt.

ZHOU
Kondo is going out on another one. 

EXT. BUSY STREET - NIGHT

Kondo lands on a starving planet run by a dictator.

Two kids fight over a loaf of bread, pull knives; Kondo steps 
between them and is stabbed. A beggar pulls him in an alley. 

BEGGAR
Never get involved in a duel.

KONDO
They were children.

BEGGAR
It’s religion, our rite of passage, 
how we become men. And women.

KONDO
Who runs this place?

BEGGAR
Servant of the People. Changes the 
laws to suit himself, people die, 
children disappear, experiments on 
prisoners.

KONDO
I assume there's a fee. 

BEGGAR
Glad we understand each other. This 
blaster will do. 

INT. BUSY STREET - DAY

Kondo and Adinai survey a street.
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ADINAI
We’re being followed.

A beefy man grabs Kondo’s shoulder, punching his stomach. 
They face each other. Two other men hold hands.

THUG
The ring! The ring!

KONDO
What –

BEGGAR
They’re forming the ring.

Men take hands. A ring forms, Kondo and the beefy guy inside. 

KONDO
Some kinda marriage ceremony? Not 
here to judge.

THUG
The ring!

KONDO
They make the ring, we fight to the 
death. It’s not even my birthday.

ADINAI
Want any help?

KONDO
Don’t even try.

THUG
Form the ring!

ADINAI
Half a step away from a lynching.

KONDO
If I kill him they’ll know I’m not 
who I say I am.

ADINAI
Move fast, they won’t know what 
they saw.

KONDO
Move fast? Done.

A swift fight and a broken neck.

88.



SPECTATOR
It's over? I just opened my beer.

KONDO
Sorry. Where's this Servant?

INT. OPULENT LIVING QUARTERS - DAY

A rich politician, MERCIER, looks at a farmer, HIRANO, 
sitting between two guards. A girl named TRINIDAD listens. 

MERCIER
Well, here we are again.

HIRANO
It wasn’t me, Servant.

MERCIER
May have been you, or not. Not 
worth my time to dig around to find 
out.

HIRANO
Please, Servant.

MERCIER
I’ve been tangling with your family 
for years. That poor wife of yours.

HIRANO
Servant, my family has nothing to 
do with this –

MERCIER
Nothing to do with what, exactly? 
I’ve taken children hostage, keeps 
men honest. But not this time.

HIRANO
Sorry?

MERCIER
You will marry my niece. I expect a 
child at the harvest. If you forget 
your place again, I’m not coming 
for you. I’m coming for her.

The two marry on the spot and everyone leaves the couple 
alone; the bride’s face is unreadable.

HIRANO
I’ll arrange a room for you. You 
didn’t want to be here.

89.



TRINIDAD
I do not share your bed. Once you 
figure out why, we talk again. Has 
nothing to do with the Servant. 
It's not as though you're ugly. 

INT. OFFICE - NIGHT

Hirano talks to a FARM MANAGER. 

FARM MANAGER
Your wife is stealing money, giving 
supplies to the contractors.

HIRANO
How did she get the black eye?

FARM MANAGER
Bought drugs on the black market. 
They sent her to cause trouble, 
bring the boss down on your head.

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

Hirano confronts his wife.

TRINIDAD
You finally get a look at my bed. 

HIRANO
Pack your bags. Go find a man who’s 
willing to belly up to a thief.

TRINIDAD
Well, that’s tragic. How could I 
find another man to measure up to 
you?

HIRANO
Too late now.

TRINIDAD
Yes. You’re a great success. You’ve 
reached the top.

HIRANO
What?
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TRINIDAD
You beat them all. You’re never 
here, every week you go to town, 
colony council, brag about your 
profits, buy toys for me.

HIRANO
Every man has a dream.

TRINIDAD
Never in the fields, you leave that 
to your new manager.

HIRANO
Man’s a genius with contracts.

TRINIDAD
Contracts. People in your fields 
are, what’s the word, contractors? 
They're slaves!

HIRANO
What -

TRINIDAD
Slaves! Your manager rents them, 
sends them to the fields with 
overseers who chop off fingers if 
they don’t make their quota.

HIRANO
That’s nonsense -

TRINIDAD
You never noticed the bruises, the 
missing ears? When was the last 
time you even saw one of them?

HIRANO
That’s how we measure success, the 
man who never needs to get his 
hands dirty.

TRINIDAD
You think your hands aren’t dirty? 
Bloody? The reason slavers survive, 
is because of blind men like you.

INT. BEDROOM - DAY

Hirano and wife again. 
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HIRANO
I fired them. The contractors, the 
overseer, the manager.

TRINIDAD
But first you got the harvest in, 
put the money in the bank.

HIRANO
We have a month to figure out what 
to do for next season. Or leave the 
planet, if they let us. 

TRINIDAD
You destroyed your farm as a 
wedding gift to me.

HIRANO
I’ve never met anyone like you. I 
cannot believe he would throw you 
away like this, send a woman like 
you, to a man like me.

TRINIDAD
I was a bit hard on you.

HIRANO
Once there was an evil king, he was 
under attack, he put jewels in a 
wagon. Wagon hit a rock, crossing a 
river, rubies and sapphires sank 
into the mud, a whirlpool of 
quicksand. The king was doomed. I 
am off to do desperate things. I 
won’t allow you to sink in the mud.

TRINIDAD
You took an oath.

HIRANO
My oaths are lies. I will destroy 
that man, or he will destroy me.

TRINIDAD
Not your oath to him. You took an 
oath to me.

HIRANO
Best way to honor you is to get rid 
of you before I get you killed.

TRINIDAD
Please don’t leave me out.
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HIRANO
Since when did martyrdom become a 
team sport?

TRINIDAD
I won't spend my life knitting by a 
fire, widow to a traitor. I want to 
be executed right alongside you.

HIRANO
Love, honor and obey?

She guffaws.

TRINIDAD
That is so precious.

HIRANO
You’re his hostage. I’ll get you 
off planet. And then he dies. 

EXT. IN FRONT OF A MANSION - DAY

A surface jumper shoots out of a massive gate at high speed. 
It gleams in the sun. Behind it, two more jumpers. The convoy 
heads across the sand. Along the way, women stand and watch.

MERCIER
Who are those women? I have fans?

GUARD
How far are we from the beachhouse?

A team of three led by Kondo is in front of them, pointing an 
electronic weapon at them. The first two vehicles thump to a 
stop at a sand berm. The third hurtles on but turns around. 
The team fires at the security men hopping out of the two 
motionless vehicles, then turns to fire at the returning 
vehicle. Kondo, burned, lays in the dust.

A jumper arrives and Adinai and Cookie climb out. Cookie 
tends to Kondo. Adinai and another sailor drag the Servant 
over next to Kondo; Adinai aims a weapon at the Servant.

JANDRA
A powerful man hides behind fences 
and guards, except when he goes on 
vacation. A snail out of his shell.

ADINAI
We were going to let you have your 
week at the beach before we caught 
you.
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KONDO
But the locals didn’t want to wait, 
they wanted you dead.

MERCIER
Nobody knows where that beach is!

KONDO
The women told me where you are. 
You killed fathers, sons, brothers.

MERCIER
Place is wild, needed a strong hand 
to tame it.

KONDO
I’ve met your kind. Put stupid 
people in scary situations, easiest 
answer is always to kill somebody.

MERCIER
We pass sentence, death penalty, 
but we take our time executing the 
warrants. Keeps people in line.

KONDO
That’s the problem with giving 
everyone the death penalty. A lot 
of people with nothing to lose.

ADINAI
You’re shot to pieces.

KONDO
You said bring him in alive. This 
is what that looks like. He has 
powerful friends. There’s going to 
be more violence.

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Zhou and Chaniago on the bridge. 

CHANIAGO 
Sir, our problems aren’t just on 
the ground.

ZHOU 
What?

CHANIAGO
Shipload of refugees left orbit, 
they got boarded.
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ZHOU
All hands, in-flight rescue, just 
like we drilled it. EVA guys suit 
up, engineer, Cookie to patch 
people up –

CHANIAGO
Armed men aboard.

ZHOU
And a security team, EM guns.

INT. FREIGHTER VESSEL - NIGHT

They dock, board, shoot a guy, treat the wounded.

ZHOU
They're children. Not sure I want 
to ask where the parents are.

CHANIAGO
How many can we take?

ZHOU
We’re taking everybody, you want to 
leave em orbiting in a broken tin 
can?

CHANIAGO
What happens on the surface? How 
many can we feed?

Soon they are treating, feeding, wrangling kids.

HIRANO
These children, I probably had 
their parents in my fields.

TRINIDAD
Who takes care of them down there?

HIRANO
I will.

TRINIDAD
Do you know how to do anything, 
other than count money?

HIRANO
I didn’t even know how to do that.
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TRINIDAD
Fortunately, your wife is sensible. 
You! The pimply one! Round up the 
young ones, see they don’t wander 
off when we land.

HIRANO
Is this your wedding present to me?

TRINIDAD
Grab the boy before the door opens.

The refugees depart. Hirano and Trinidad see Mercier as he is 
dragged onto the ship. 

INT. PASSAGEWAY - NIGHT

Zhou and Chaniago catch their breaths. 

ZHOU 
So we got all the kids off?

CHANIAGO
They’re in a ratty camp. The count 
is off. We’re missing a kid.

ZHOU
Of course we are.

Further down, Kondo and Cookie corner a boy of ten. Trinidad 
approaches. 

JANDRA
And there he is. You learned the 
layout of the ship awful fast.

SHAH
Compared to the colony city, this 
was a breeze.

KONDO
Where do you belong? Dumb question.

SHAH
I'm not a slave, I'm a refugee. 

JANDRA
Are you alright when you see blood?

SHAH
Is it my blood?
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JANDRA
Pee, poo, puke?

SHAH
Huh?

JANDRA
Let me give him a try. You know 
what takes up half my time? 

KONDO
Cleaning my gore off the floor. 

JANDRA
Watch where you put your feet. I’ll 
get you the mop.

SHAH
Sir, when do you go to Earth next?

KONDO
It'll be months, we'll get there. 

SHAH
I know the town where my parents 
were taken. It's in India. 

JANDRA
I will get you to India. So you can 
find your family. 

TRINIDAD
I'll come with you, keep you safe. 

KONDO
Will the captain let you go?

JANDRA
Cap knows I can find a job anywhere 
in the Fleet. Come on, I'll look at 
your holes again. What a week. 

EPISODE THREE

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Chaniago and Cookie look at the controls. 

CHANIAGO
The rotation of the earth is 
slowing down. 
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JANDRA
Wait, what?

CHANIAGO
If you go back in time, a day used 
to be only 22 hours long. 

JANDRA
Eventually it will just stop 
turning?

CHANIAGO
We'll have to wait and see, won't 
we?

JANDRA
Man, you're freaking me out. 

CHANIAGO
And then every once in a while 
Earth speeds up again, no one knows 
why. Every time we go back, we have 
to reset all the clocks. 

JANDRA
Stop!

INT. BRIDGE OF A SMALL VESSEL - NIGHT

A male and female sailor defend a freighter under fire. 

MALE SAILOR
Stop firing. Just stop.

FEMALE SAILOR
It’s not just the cargo, sir –

MALE SAILOR
Stop firing! We’re all going to end 
up in a slave camp, pulling wheat. 
If we’re lucky. This is why I 
didn’t want any women on this run.

FEMALE SAILOR
Can I have your EM gun?

MALE SAILOR
I’m sorry.

FEMALE SAILOR
They’re not taking me alive. I just 
want to nail one of them first.
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INT. READY ROOM - NIGHT

Department heads meeting in the ready room.

ZHOU
There she is.

JANDRA
Am I in trouble?

ZHOU
Every week you ignore your math 
homework and read that history 
nonsense.

JANDRA
It’s my mental health, sir.

ZHOU
Okay, history. I’m having trouble 
explaining things to my crew. When 
we started, it was six months 
sailing between planets. Now we 
have faster ships and more planets, 
it’s a month from stop to stop. And 
now we have enough mapping data 
that computers can do the 
navigating, without the math club 
tagging along. So, you’re the 
historian, what happens next?

JANDRA
Now every rich idiot can lease a 
ship and some gunmen, invade any 
planet he wants. 

ZHOU
You can do better. Human history.

JANDRA
Smugglers.

ZHOU
Smugglers sneak stuff across 
borders, there are no borders out 
here. Arrrr, you’re not trying.

JANDRA
Pirates. On Earth, soon as they 
figured out gunpowder, every pirate 
ship had cannons, then every other 
ship had to have them too.
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ZHOU
Our mechanic says we should have 
unmanned stations out there, so 
pilots can pick up parts when they 
break down, get lost.

ANNIE
Pirates will steal it all. Even I 
got that one.

More officers enter. 

ZHOU
Bring in our guests. Every one of 
these men is a security officer. 
You tell nobody.

JANDRA
Understood.

ZHOU
There are more pirate vessels than 
honest ships in the sky.

VISITOR
Hard to tell who is who, 
everybody’s armed, everybody makes 
up their own business ethics as 
they go.

ZHOU
But there’s one thing that needs 
doing. That one planet. Where the 
pirates live, trade their swag.

VISITOR
Never try to beat crooks in their 
own house. They’re already killing 
us, next they go after our 
families. You want to change the 
culture of an entire planet?

ZHOU
Their culture is robbery and 
murder. Change it, or burn the 
place down.

VISITOR
The difference between you and them 
is less than you think.
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ZHOU
Pirates don’t just rob you once. 
They watch you rebuild and rob you 
again. The Gauls tried to buy off 
the Romans, ended up as slaves. 
English tried to buy off the 
Vikings, didn’t get their freedom 
back for 900 years.

JANDRA
Cap?

ZHOU
Please speak freely.

JANDRA
I can see both sides of it.

ZHOU
Usually that comes before you 
explain why my idea is crazy.

JANDRA
The Fleet isn’t telling us to do 
it.

ZHOU
They’re not telling me not to do 
it. They want the pirates gone but 
they don’t want to say it out loud.

JANDRA
If we go after the pirates and it 
blows up in our faces, the Fleet 
will say we went rogue.

ZHOU
Eventually we’ll meet other 
species, and if we fill the galaxy 
with criminals they’ll just kill us 
all. Pirates need to go. 

INT. SHUTTLE - NIGHT

The captain takes Adinai on ride in a refitted shuttle.

ZHOU
The Fleet is going to make a big 
push to put the slavers out of 
business. 

ADINAI
No argument here. 
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ZHOU
I have a couple of gaps in my 
lineup. I need to send Kondo out on 
missions he's not officially 
supposed to be doing. 

ADINAI
He wouldn't care. 

ZHOU
He's gonna get shot at. He needs 
help. I need to train you up to run 
planet deployments as well. Working 
with Kondo. Do you even like each 
other?

ADINAI
I'm in the Fleet, I execute 
missions. It's not the senior prom.

ZHOU
And thirdly, I’m going to show you 
how to shoot down pirate ships, you 
already know how to fly a shuttle.

ADINAI
Those guys hunt ships for a living. 
I don’t know this stuff.

ZHOU
We’re gonna cheat. When the pirates 
switched to big ships, they could 
steal everything that isn’t nailed 
down. But big boats can’t maneuver 
like our shuttles. So we arm them.

ADINAI
So the shuttles fly off the 
freighters, like carriers on Earth?

ZHOU
That’s my girl. Strap in, and take 
a puke bag.

ADINAI
Not gonna puke.

ZHOU
First, playing defense by yourself. 
If you got a pirate behind you, 
ready to shoot, make a hard break 
to the side, or a dive. Even do a 
defensive spiral if you want to 
show off.
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ADINAI
That’s okay, I don’t – shit!

Captain takes them into a spiral dive.

ZHOU
Next, the wingover, veer straight 
up, flip around, come right back 
down the way you came. Go right at 
him, scare the shit out of him. 
Might want to strap in, sweetie.

The captain throws the ship around as he talks calmly.

ADINAI
I couldn’t make that tight turn at 
the top.

ZHOU
Need to practice. If you want to 
spoil his aim while he’s shooting 
at you, do a flat scissors, slide 
back and forth, or a rolling 
scissors up, throw in a barrel 
roll.

ADINAI
Shit!

ZHOU
Or Guns-D, which is just jumping 
all over the place so he can’t 
shoot you.

ADINAI
Aren’t we doing that already?

Adinai grabs the vomit bag.

ZHOU
Alright, two-man defense. We travel 
in pairs, you above me, wait until 
some idiot attacks me, then you 
nail him from behind. Or the same 
thing from the side, it’s called a 
sandwich.

ADINAI
What if they attack us before we 
can split up like that?
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ZHOU
Do a defensive split, go in 
opposite directions. If he follows 
me, you nail him in the ass.

ADINAI
I hope he follows me, you’d be a 
better hunter.

ZHOU
Okay, attack patterns. Here’s an 
Immelman. You curve straight up til 
you’re upside down, then flip til 
you’re right-side up again. Now 
you’re above the other guy, turn 
and dive on him. High-side gun 
pass, ambush him from above.

The craft circles upward 180 degrees and then twists along 
its axis until it is right-side up relative to where it 
started, going in the opposite direction.

ADINAI
So, big loop and then spin?

ZHOU
Right. The opposite of an Immelman 
is to go down, dive 180 and then 
flip the plane, the split-S.

Big loop down and then a flip.

ZHOU (CONT'D)
Do it diagonally, it’s a Chandelle. 
If you want to switch from defense 
to attack, do a yo-yo. Target’s 
behind you, you want him in front 
of you, so circle sideways, or loop 
it up top, the high yo-yo.

ADINAI
I don’t even know where we are.

ZHOU
In a pinch you can hide in a debris 
field, but dodging rocks takes 
practice. Pirates are not smart, 
they think in two dimensions, a 
flat solar system, up is up, down 
is down, and they fight that way.

ADINAI
So if you move on diagonal axes…
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ZHOU
They’ll never catch you. Now, the 
really scary part.

ADINAI
What?

ZHOU
We just installed the atmosphere 
package, we can maneuver better at 
low altitudes near the surface.

ADINAI
The thrusters aren’t good enough?

ZHOU
Not if people are shooting at us. 
We have two wings and a tail fin, 
each with a flap. And I control 
each engine separately with pedals.

ADINAI
Well, my stomach is empty by now. 
Oh God.

ZHOU
If the nose drops too low, that’s a 
pitch.

ADINAI
Make it stop!

ZHOU
If if rises too high, we stall, we 
have to switch to thrusters or we 
crash.

ADINAI
Yes, I believe you, don’t show me!

ZHOU
If one wing rises up and the other 
drops, it’s a roll, actually makes 
it easier to escape.

ADINAI
Stop it!

ZHOU
And if you really mess up, you spin 
like a dinner plate, that’s a yaw.
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ADINAI
Yeah, don’t show me that one 
either!

He takes the ship up into orbit. 

ADINAI (CONT'D)
Woah. Is that an alien vessel?

ZHOU
Yes. They use our arm, the Orion 
Arm, to go back and forth between 
the Perseus Arm and the 
Sagittarius.

ADINAI
They must be really irritated that 
we’re here.

ZHOU
They were watching me. To see how 
good we are in combat. We just 
steer clear.

ADINAI
She’s beautiful, isn’t she? What 
was she designed to do? Cargo? A 
fighter? How do those people live?

INT. OPULENT BEDROOM - NIGHT

A room like the throne room for a Chinese nobleman, with a 
seat on a platform and a bed behind. To enter, we pass a  
room full of chained women, and another filled with weapons. 
The lair of ZAITSEV the pirate. He has a frightened guest. 

ZAITSEV
You can’t just be a pirate with a 
gun, you need to know money. This 
planet is covered in diamonds and 
graphite, it’s why the pirates 
came. They stole diamonds, flooded 
the market, diamonds are worthless. 
I have the best fleet in the sky. 
Big cargo bays, big lads who are 
good at wrestling heavy machinery 
and dealing with thieves. The good 
stuff goes back to Earth, and right 
out to the Arm again with the new 
pioneers.

GUEST
Please, how long do I - 
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ZAITSEV
I promise, fly a few more runs for 
me, I’ll get that little girl out 
of the casino for you. Trust me.

INT. BRIDGE -  NIGHT

Zhou addresses other ship captains. 

CAPTAIN
So we're going after the slavers. 
Halve Maen, what the hell kind of 
name is that?

ZHOU
It means half moon. Henry Hudson 
sailed it to old New York on a 
floating ship.

CAPTAIN
Half moon, is that lucky then?

ZHOU
After it went to New York, the 
Royal Navy attacked it, sent it to 
the bottom.

CAPTAIN
So the Fleet spent a zillion 
dollars and named this boat after a 
ship that sank?

ZHOU
All ships sink.

CAPTAIN
Well I hope not.

ZHOU
Pirates have a disadvantage: they 
don’t want to sink us, the way we 
want to sink them.

CAPTAIN
If they sink us they either have to 
scavenge us in space or tow us.

ZHOU
Pirates want to disable an engine, 
or the bridge, so you can be 
boarded. Every ship needs a second 
battle bridge down in engineering. 
Double up shielding on the engines. 

(MORE)
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Run battle drills where the ship 
turns and shoots sideways. More 
drills to kill boarding parties. As 
soon as you see a pirate vessel, 
arm all the women on board.

CAPTAIN
So they’re not taken alive. 

EXT. AIRFIELD - DAY

Kondo and Cookie have deployed to the surface.

KONDO
We got a break. The big cheese on 
Pirate Island is an addict, he’s 
got heart problems. And he doesn’t 
know who you are. You’re a nurse, 
and I’m just your driver.

JANDRA
So I’m your boss. And what are you 
doing really?

KONDO
I’m going to blow up the engines on 
ten pirate ships.

JANDRA
You’ll get killed.

KONDO
I’ve got the charges on timers, we 
set em and then take off.

JANDRA
Next time I’ll bring the burn kit. 
Again.

Later, they meet goon guards and the top goon in front of a 
compound.

GOON
Who is this child?

JANDRA
I’m the nurse. I’m the one who will 
protect your boss's privacy.

GOON
Damn right you will. Can't tell 
anybody if you're dead. 

ZHOU (CONT'D)
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After she enters, a lander arrives on other side of the 
compound; a girl is carried out. Kondo pulls out a massive 
cannon on a tripod.

GOON (CONT'D)
Who the hell are you?

KONDO
Has the girl got out of the jumper 
yet?

GOON
Put that thing down and put your 
hands –

KONDO
Put it down? I can barely pick it 
up. This is a wing gun from a ship.

GOON
No way you can hit me with that 
thing.

KONDO
I’m gonna get you, the wall behind 
you, and the ship behind that. 
Watch the recoil on this thing, 
like a whale having an orgasm.

He fires and blasts a scorching track that runs for hundreds 
of feet. The goons, the girl and her guards all hit the deck; 
he hops his lander to the other side of the building and 
throws the girl in the lander like a sack of laundry.

GIRL
Who the hell are you –

KONDO
Strap in!

GIRL
What? Shit –

KONDO
I warned you.

GIRL
I can’t hear you.

KONDO
Never mind. Get ready to man that 
door.
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GIRL
Man it??

KONDO
Open it! My cover story, girl name 
Cookie, she went offline, she’s not 
on the right freq.

Jandra's voice pops up on the radio. 

JANDRA (O.S.)
Kondo! KONDO!

KONDO
Come on, pull the other one.

JANDRA (O.S.)
It’s me!

KONDO
They holding a gun to your head? 
Gonna shoot us both when I land?

JANDRA (O.S.)
I’m hiding in a cellar, they can’t 
see me, I promise!

KONDO
Prove it. Tell me something.

JANDRA (O.S.)
Custard Pie! I’m Custard Pie!

KONDO
Ought to be ashamed, talking about 
your girl parts on an open freq.

GIRL
Girl parts? What the hell –

KONDO
It’s her, I’m going in.

GIRL
Leave her, it’s a trap! Shit!

JANDRA (O.S.)
I’m stuck, big boss parked his goon 
buggy in front of this warehouse.

KONDO
Big brown thing, double antenna on 
top?
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JANDRA (O.S.)
Yes, that’s it – dammit, give me a 
minute to take cover –

He blasts a giant vehicle and lands. Cookie staggers into the 
ship and they take off. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
He was going to protect his privacy 
by blowing my head off. I speared 
him with enough trank to drop a 
rhinoceros, I thought about killing 
him.

KONDO
Killing him. My little girl is 
growing up, I’m so proud.

JANDRA
Oh shoosh.

KONDO
Well, the pirates know who you are 
now. You’re not visiting any more 
planets without a guard.

GIRL
Here comes a pursuit ship!

KONDO
See, I didn’t grab you just cause I 
like you. I wanted them to be 
looking at you, instead of the 
airfield, which is about to go –

Massive explosions at airfield.

KONDO (CONT'D)
Crap that was only 12. 

One more explosion. 

JANDRA
Now can we get out of here?

KONDO
Excellent idea.

Kondo lands at a corner of the airfield and picks up 
Zaitsev's guest from the earlier scene, who has a tearful 
reunion with the girl. Kondo is shot with old-fashioned 
bullets and cartwheels to the ground.
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EXT. AIRFIELD - NIGHT

Perdue and his goons have Zhou and Adinai sitting in chairs.

PERDUE
Sit and don’t move.

GOON
Why are we out in this damn field?

PERDUE
Doesn’t matter.

ZHOU
Actually it does.

GOON
We’re not going to kill them, are 
we? They’re Fleet officers.

PERDUE
They will be handy sending a 
message back to Earth, the Fleet. 
For months you whine about our 
business. It’s none of your concern 
who we sell ships to. The 
businessmen –

ZHOU
The pirates, the slavers –

PERDUE
The businessmen pay top dollar and 
they don’t ask questions about what 
we sell to you.

ZHOU
You fly with a pirate, you hang.

PERDUE
That’s not even a threat. THIS is a 
threat. For six months, we cut you 
off from all repair work. You broke 
your ship, you sat, your cargo sat 
rotting.

ZHOU
You were starving a lot of 
colonists –

PERDUE
No, you were. You didn’t get the 
message. The repair strike wasn’t 
enough. 

(MORE)
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As of next week, we sell no ships 
to the Fleet at all. The pirates 
can have all they can pay for. So, 
you wanted the dramatic midnight 
meeting, I’m here to provide the 
drama.

ZHOU
Prefer to call it an anti-climax. 
Here comes the real drama.

Four ships materialize on the horizon, approach at sublight, 
and turn on their lights.

PERDUE
Are you really foolish enough for a 
frontal attack on this place?

ZHOU
The city of Carthage built an 
empire by controlling the sea with 
a ship, the quinquereme, ten teams 
of rowers. The Romans captured an 
enemy ship, and took it apart. They 
invented an assembly kit, just like 
you assemble a bookshelf. In months 
they built a fleet of ships, and 
Romans controlled the sea.

PERDUE
What does this have to do with -

ZHOU
Look up. You build ships, what do 
you think of the design?

PERDUE
You did body work on one of our 
ships, you bypassed our repair 
yard.

ZHOU
No. The Fleet is now building our 
own ships. You forced us to learn 
how to fabricate parts, we can’t 
thank you enough. We just took the 
next step.

PERDUE
That’s impossible!

PERDUE (CONT'D)
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ZHOU
We reverse engineered your drives. 
We specifically designed our new 
freighters to cruise at top speed 
and destroy pirate ships. New guns, 
too. 

PERDUE
We’ll sue!

ZHOU
And who will enforce it, the Fleet? 
You’ll never even find our 
factories. The Fleet is not buying 
your ships anymore. You killed the 
golden goose. The problem with 
being a criminal, is you can't go 
to the law when people rob you. 

PERDUE
You’re begging for a war.

ZHOU
We’re already at war. And you’re 
arming the enemy. As long as you 
sell ships to pirates, we shoot 
down your ships. You can obey Fleet 
orders, or you can go the way of T 
Rex. And dragging me here at 
midnight isn’t improving my mood.

The ships fire a few shots and Perdue flees with his men. 
Zhou unties Adinai. 

ZHOU (CONT'D)
Carthago delenda est. 

ADINAI
Carthage isn't destroyed yet. A lot 
of killing to do first. 

ZHOU
Kondo was right, everybody's 
getting bloodthirsty. 

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Cookie, the Captain and two sailors look at Kondo’s battered 
body. Cookie moves quickly around the bed. 
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JANDRA
Remember when you sold me on this 
job? I’m a nurse, I’ll never be 
doing anything crazy like surgery?

ZHOU
I’m an optimist.

JANDRA
Either you turn this ship around or 
I operate. Those are real old-
fashioned bullets. Goddamn pirates.

ZHOU
We take him back to that planet, 
they kill him.

JANDRA
Get me a couple of people with good 
hands, clean nails.

ZHOU
Cookie, you’re not a surgeon. 
You’re in over your head.

JANDRA
I’m the one who’s in over my head? 

ZHOU
Hey, I’m trained in my job.

JANDRA
Are you now? How fast can we go 
with these engines?

ZHOU
Are you questioning my piloting 
skills in front of my own sailors?

JANDRA
How fast are we going? You just 
started a galactic war, do you even 
know where we are? Show me on a 
map. Hell, show me a map. 

ZHOU
I’ll get your instrument tray.

JANDRA
You do that.

ZHOU
Can you leave the bullets in?
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JANDRA
Normally I would, bullets are 
sterile, it's getting them out that 
causes the infection. But this time 
his intestines already sprung a 
leak. Everybody, masks, gloves!

Chaniago arrives with two sailors. Cookie eyeroll. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Jesus Christ - 

CHANIAGO
Anything I can do?

JANDRA
Can you learn to do anesthesia in 
the next three minutes?

CHANIAGO
Well, I don't - 

JANDRA
Get out! All of you! What are you, 
selling tickets?

Surgery!

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Annie, did you sterilize your, 
whatever those things are? Man the 
instrument tray. You, over here, 
I’m going to widen this hole, and 
if there’s a bleeder, grab it with 
this thing. Do NOT puke on the 
patient, aim for the floor.

SAILOR
Yep, got a gusher.

JANDRA
Get upstream and pinch. Hold still 
while I patch this. Thank God for 
staplers.

SAILOR
Don’t forget the bullet.

JANDRA
Gimme that thing. And there it is.

SAILOR
What about the bleeder?
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JANDRA
Tissue is pink, it’s getting blood 
flow. Cauterize and hope for the 
best. Someday I may learn how to do 
a vascular anastomosis but it ain’t 
today.

SAILOR
Vascular what?

JANDRA
We’re nowhere near the omentum, got 
good odds on avoiding adhesions and 
bowel obstructions. Bad news, we’ll 
be fighting infection.

SAILOR
Second bullet, same thing?

JANDRA
Yep, get ready. OH GOD. Nobody 
move. 

SAILOR
Cookie?

JANDRA
That big artery? I totally don't 
know what to do. Gimme a minute…. 
That thing right there is pair of 
forceps. Give it here. Carefully.

She works very slowly.

SAILOR
You got it.

JANDRA
Anybody see it leaking?

SAILOR
Whole lot of nothing.

The team downs tools.

JANDRA
You guys did great.

SAILOR
Are you alright?

JANDRA
I’m never doing that again.
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Captain arrives. Cookie grabs his hand.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Oh God.

ZHOU
You never panic. I’ve never seen 
it.

JANDRA
The second bullet bounced right up 
against the mesenteric artery, and 
stopped for absolutely no reason.

ZHOU
Dead man walking?

JANDRA
Soon as he wakes up I kill him. 
Next time we land, load up on 
surgical supplies. And a textbook 
or two. Or you could just get a 
real doctor.

ANNIE
Can I help?

JANDRA
Those claw-hand things of yours. 
How steady are your hands?

ANNIE
My motors could tow a water tank.

JANDRA
Could you attach surgical 
instruments? Slap on a bovie, 
cauterize vessels so I don’t have 
hemostats all over the place?

ANNIE
I’d have to practice.

JANDRA
Grab a couple of dead chickens at 
the next stop.

ZHOU
So you’re good now.

Later, Kondo wakes up and sees Adinai looking at him.

KONDO
Not polite to stare.

118.



ADINAI
Cookie just pulled an all-nighter 
because of you. She was upset.

KONDO
Well, surgery.

ADINAI
I just shoved her into her pajamas. 
How do you feel?

KONDO
Bout like I do every time I do 
this. How bad do I look?

ADINAI
It’s okay. I spent a few years with 
a violent man.

KONDO
Your husband used fear to keep you 
under his thumb. I go out pounding 
on the guys like your husband. I’m 
the other guy.

ADINAI
And you both come home looking like 
that.

KONDO
Wasn’t my idea.

ADINAI
I want the fat bald guy who 
collects action figures from movies 
I never heard of.

KONDO
I want the girl with the birth 
control glasses who reminded the 
math teacher to hand out homework.

ADINAI
Now that girl I’ve met.

Adinai pulls out her glasses.

ADINAI (CONT'D)
Cookie cares about you. Don’t make 
her wrap your body for burial, 
shoot you out into the galaxy.

KONDO
Cookie’s tough.
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ADINAI
She’s tough on the outside. This 
galaxy is not as big as it looks. 
Every time you show up somewhere, 
all hell breaks loose, people start 
to notice. Some guy is going to see 
you before you see him. You’re not 
going to grow old and retire in 
this job.

KONDO
Someday I gotta land somewhere? 
Plant wheat?

ADINAI
Or be an old fat sheriff.

KONDO
The guy who gets killed at the 
beginning of every western.

EXT. OUTDOOR CAFE - DAY

Cookie meets an older nurse, AMIN, at an outdoor café. Cookie 
is reveling in bits of grilled meat and vegetables.

AMIN
Listen, I’m your teacher, not the 
other way around.

JANDRA
I didn’t bring you here to 
embarrass you. There’s a bunch of 
stuff in this book that is useless 
in the Fleet.

AMIN
Every nurse needs this toolkit –

JANDRA
This book spends a lot of time on 
evac. There is no evac in space.

AMIN
What if you deploy to a colony, a 
disaster site?

JANDRA
Even in a colony, there’s no 
hospital to evacuate to, there’s 
just me. What do you know about 
space flight travel? 

(MORE)
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What do you do when the sailors get 
the bends after EVAs?

AMIN
EVA, is that like a spacewalk?

JANDRA
You know anything about radiation? 
Cancer. We’re wearing metal-carbon 
bras out there.

AMIN
Metal what?

JANDRA
You need a tour in the sky before 
you teach this class.

AMIN
And you need this class before you 
go back in the sky.

JANDRA
This is gonna be a long night.

Cookie begins to cry; a doctor arrives and the nurse hands a 
tablet to him.

AMIN
It’s just homework, I didn’t mean 
to make you cry.

JANDRA
Grilled meat. Fresh tomatoes. I 
want to spend all tomorrow eating 
Earth food and then puking it up.

AMIN
Doctor, I’m gonna need help with 
this girl.

BINDRA
Patient?

AMIN
Look at her flight record.

BINDRA
Is she a doctor? Looks like she’s 
12.

JANDRA
I need you to show me a thing or 
two that this nurse can’t teach me.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
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BINDRA
What?

JANDRA
Where do I begin? Intubation, 
central lines, anesthesia, triage, 
hypothermia. I need to know a lot 
more about blood vessels.

BINDRA
You’re not a doctor, you’re not 
even a nurse.

JANDRA
As long as you doctors all have 
your feet glued to Planet Earth, 
I’m a goddamn doctor.

BINDRA
You’ve done a crike?

JANDRA
It’s faster than a trache, never 
done a trache.

BINDRA
TBI? Head injury?

JANDRA
Mannitol, TXA, yep. That guy died, 
fracture.

BINDRA 
Get some sleep, report to Gupta at 
midnight, Trauma. He’s got scary 
surgery movies for you. You’ve done 
amputations?

JANDRA
Did fingers, you know someday I’m 
gonna get an arm or a leg.

BINDRA
This isn’t how medicine works.

JANDRA
This is how the galaxy works. I’m 
the Dude.

INT. BAR - NIGHT

Cookie is asleep in front of a beer. Bindra waits until Zhou 
arrives. 
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ZHOU
Thanks for hanging around. Did she 
learn anything?

BINDRA
Are you joking? She ran a seminar 
for all my interns. You give her 
enough staplers and surgical tape, 
she could build a bull elephant. 

ZHOU
And no, she's not for sale. 

INT. PASSAGEWAY - NIGHT

Kondo and Adinai babysit a cold ship. Most systems are off 
and it’s dark and empty.

ADINAI
Everybody’s ashore?

KONDO
Yep, just you and me. Cookie 
delivering babies ashore, the rest 
getting laid. Once they get over 
their hangovers we start repairs.

ADINAI
You could go. Every sailor has a 
right to shore leave, otherwise 
we’d have deserters every six 
months.

KONDO
Fleet law, need two people aboard. 
And you need a watch stander, we 
got this messy ring system, there’s 
debris everywhere.

Continuation. Adinai is asleep. 

KONDO (CONT'D)
Wake up!

ADINAI
Shit!

KONDO
I can’t get the lights on!

ADINAI
Why is it so cold?
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KONDO
Nothing’s working.

ADINAI
You’re right.

He pulls a penlight out of a drawer. She scrambles for scraps 
of clothing. 

KONDO
Everything’s dead. Every single 
system.

ADINAI
I heard some debris hitting the 
hull.

KONDO
How could a loose rock turn off all 
our stuff?

ADINAI
I think we’re losing oxygen, too. 

KONDO
If we stop spinning we lose 
gravity.

ADINAI
Listen, I’m a real engineer.

KONDO
Hang on -

ADINAI
Are you going to do what I tell 
you?

KONDO
Whatever we do, it’s got to be now. 

ADINAI
What’s the one place where we can 
see or hear anything?

KONDO
There isn’t any. We have no 
cameras, we’re blind!

ADINAI
There’s a tiny window at the bottom 
of the airlock, way down.
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KONDO
Can you find it in the dark?

ADINAI
No choice.

KONDO
Be careful. Did you secure all the 
tools in the shop, or are you gonna 
get hit in the head?

ADINAI
Wish me luck.

She climbs into the next pod. He stumbles into the toilet, 
which is lit by the one non-electronic light aboard. Leaving 
the bathroom door open, he shivers, stumbles around until he 
can find a blanket. She returns and wraps up in the blanket.

KONDO
Did you make it down there?

ADINAI
It’s like swimming in ink, but I 
found it. You’re not gonna like it. 
It’s a magnetic field.

KONDO
Isn’t it just a bunch of rocks?

ADINAI
Strong magnetic fields trap high 
energy particles, wreck computers, 
systems. We got the old computers. 

KONDO
Most fields that strong are on big 
planets. So what happened here?

ADINAI
My guess is there was a massive 
asteroid with an iron core, 
collided with some junk and broke 
into pieces. Now we’re surrounded 
by big rocks that are erasing all 
our programs.

KONDO
We’re dead in the water until we 
get out of it. But we can’t fly. 
Cap pulled us out of orbit, stopped 
us dead so we could dock with the 
supply ship. 
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ADINAI
It’s our bad luck that we stopped 
here, if we were moving we could 
just sail through it. Shine that 
light right here. We need to figure 
out a way to pump air through the 
ship with no computers. I can steal 
a motor from one of the big drills.

KONDO
But can you do it before we choke 
to death?

ADINAI
Come down to the shop so we can 
find the motor. Don’t lose that 
light!

She fiddles with the motor and some tubing.

KONDO
Does the motor have an electronic 
brain?

ADINAI
No, luckily this is an old school 
gearbox. Cross your fingers.

She flips a switch and air begins moving through the pod.

ADINAI (CONT'D)
Okay, we got air. Next, grab that 
tubing above your head, and those 
green valves, the old ones. We need 
to get the fuel going out manually.

KONDO
We use hydrogen, we’ll blow 
ourselves up. So, nitrogen?

ADINAI
I need to install a new valve to 
manage the flow. We need two, port 
engine, starboard engine.

KONDO
I’m hungry and thirsty.

ADINAI
That’s like thing 20 on my list. 
Sorry.

He shines the light while she connects the valves to piping 
in the walls.
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ADINAI (CONT'D)
Next, we need to figure out a path 
out of this debris field, without 
the cameras.

KONDO
Back downstairs again?

ADINAI
I go to the window, look for a 
patch of sky with no rocks, we turn 
the ship around and shoot through.

KONDO
Is there enough light to see?

ADINAI
Doesn’t matter, no choice.

She disappears, and returns in minutes.

KONDO
You have a scrape on your head. 

ADINAI
Alright, we need to go 240 degrees 
port or 120 starboard. Turn the 
ship around just by poking the 
engines a bit at a time, until 
we’ve turned to the right angle.

KONDO
How do we know when we hit the 
spot?

ADINAI
We guess. You want port or 
starboard?

KONDO
Port.

ADINAI
To turn port, we hit the starboard 
engine, and vice versa. So you spin 
us around, and then I hit the 
starboard box, stop the turn, and 
we match flows to go straight. Use 
the light as our compass, watch 
where the beam is pointing.

He suspends the penlight in the air. He turns his valve and 
the ship begins to turn. The light begins slowly turning its 
beam to the left.
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ADINAI (CONT'D)
We started at that hatch. Eyeball 
it for me.

KONDO
Okay there’s about 90. And…

ADINAI
Starboard, kick it in now!

KONDO
How high on the valve?

ADINAI
Quarter turn for you, same for me.

The ship moves forward; some clanks are heard on the hull and 
she winces.

ADINAI (CONT'D)
Let me go down and see if we’re out 
of the rocks.

A quick return.

ADINAI (CONT'D)
Nothing but a black wall out there.

KONDO
We’re losing this battery.

ADINAI
Next, the steel box.

KONDO
The what?

ADINAI
We reboot everything with backup 
modules, keep em in an old-
fashioned box.

KONDO
Tell me it doesn’t have an 
electronic lock.

ADINAI
Takes forever to crank everything 
up again.

KONDO
Can I help?
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ADINAI
Just hold the light.

She carries plastic modules to the bridge; she follows and 
illuminates the rudder box while he works on it.

KONDO
Shit!

ADINAI
We’re losing the light. I can't 
believe we still have four kinds of 
data cables. 

KONDO
Shit!

Consoles begin coming to life across the bridge.

KONDO (CONT'D)
You did it!

ADINAI
Not quite. We have everything 
except the heat.

KONDO
How long before it gets up to 
freezing?

ADINAI
Tomorrow morning. Hop in my bunk 
with me, bring your blanket.

They slide into her bunk. She holds him tight.

KONDO
Next time sleep in your pajamas. 

ADINAI
You wear clothes to bed?...I’m the 
girl who never gets scared. Never 
let your crew see you sweat.

KONDO
I heard some bad things about this 
planet. Bad luck is contagious.
Got banged around by these rings, 
we haven’t even gone down there. 

ADINAI
We’ll see what the crew says when 
they come back.
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KONDO
First guy comes back up, I’m going 
to the surface. When things went 
kerblooey, why didn’t we just 
activate Annie? We would have been 
done in a few minutes.

ADINAI
Crap, I think she got wiped out 
too, needs a reboot. My hands are 
like ice.

KONDO
Shit! Watch what you grab with 
those things!

ADINAI
Sorry, your body is like a furnace.

KONDO
Stay away from my man parts!

ADINAI
The temperature sensors said there 
were three people onboard.

The cat leaps into the bed with them.

ADINAI (CONT'D)
Two people and a cat.

KONDO
My fantasy foiled.

ADINAI
Shut up.

Continuation. Adinai and Kondo peruse the motionless, dark 
Annie. 

KONDO
Come on, wake up.

ADINAI
Only machine on the ship with no 
repair manual.

KONDO
There isn’t one, some guy slapped 
her together in a shop, hundreds of 
years ago.
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ADINAI
We keep poking her buttons until we 
get a reaction? Kinda like sexual 
assault. If her battery is tapped 
out, I have no idea how to top it 
off. 

KONDO
She wouldn’t want anyone to just 
bump into her and turn her off.

ADINAI
So press a button and hold it down.

KONDO
What if her data was erased? Like 
amnesia?

Annie comes to life and begins working her buttons expertly.

ANNIE
Chu ju chu ju. Stop poking me. You 
turned off my volume and switched 
my speakers to Chinese.

KONDO
Sorry.

ANNIE
You two are on Zhou’s crew?

KONDO
You don’t remember us?

ANNIE
A lot of my data was erased. I 
think I have backups in your IT 
center.

KONDO
We don’t know how much was lost 
from the IT room. Your memories may 
be gone.

ANNIE
Let’s get to work.

INT. IT ROOM - NIGHT

In the IT room Annie inserts a peripheral into a processing 
unit.
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ANNIE
I found some, but pieces of it are 
damaged.

ADINAI
Sorry.

ANNIE
Could you show me the ship’s 
schematics, and the crew manifest? 
I don’t remember names. Is one of 
you Adinai?

Soon the crew, disheveled, returns from shore leave.

ADINAI
Cap, we got hit with a magnetic 
storm. Data banks got smacked 
around.

ZHOU
What about the navigation notes? We 
need them to get home. You’re 
reconstructing it?

ADINAI
As well as I can.

ZHOU
Wait – how about that cyborg?

Annie is surrounded by concerned sailors.

ANNIE
You are Chaytan and you are Mato.

CHAYTAN
I’m Chaytan, he’s Mato. You were 
close.

ANNIE
I remember you, traces of you are 
all over the ship. They call you 
Cookie, but you had another name.

JANDRA
Alejandra. Welcome back.

ANNIE
I’m not all the way back. Some 
things I need to relearn.

JANDRA
Sorry.
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ANNIE
I can’t remember what I can’t 
remember. But I have your 
navigation charts. 

ZHOU 
Back em up, first thing!

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HALVE MAEN - NIGHT

Chaniago, Zhou and Jandra confer in a corner. 

CHANIAGO
This was my third doctor. I 
couldn't use the Fleet doctor, they 
would ground me. 

ZHOU
So it's the eyes. Did you at least 
get glasses you can use?

JANDRA
You have a condition. How bad will 
it get, how long we have to come up 
with our plan?

CHANIAGO
There is no plan. 

JANDRA
Look at the things you do every 
day, divide your world into boxes. 
There are the things you can still 
do even when it gets bad. Things 
you can do if you make changes or 
get help. Things you can just give 
up. 

CHANIAGO
Like navigating, reading a star 
chart?

JANDRA
You're not giving up. There are 
things you can pass to another 
navigator or a sailor, pass as much 
as you can. 

CHANIAGO
That only gets me so far. 
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JANDRA
And the last box: things you can't 
do anymore, but we need someone 
with your skills to take on. If we 
can hire or train someone to do 
those…

CHANIAGO
This means I can't be captain. The 
fleet may even ground me. 

ZHOU
We keep this just between us, no 
exceptions. If the Fleet steps in, 
there's nothing I can do. 

JANDRA
We need one more person. We need to 
train a second navigator. Someone 
we all trust. 

ZHOU
You see the flaw in the plan. We 
find a guy like that, all he needs 
to do is sell Chan out to the 
fleet, he gets Chan's job. 

JANDRA
So we need to choose carefully. 

She puts her arms around Chaniago. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
We're gonna lick this. 

INT. MESSY OFFICE - DAY

It's twilight, because it's always twilight here. MARROQUIN 
is chief of a troubled colony. Adini and Kondo arrive. 

MARROQUIN
We’re tidal locked: one side of the 
planet always in the sun, the other 
always dark. We can only live on 
the twilit edge. We have vegetable 
fields where all the farmers have 
to switch sides at noon so they 
don't burn on one side. 

ADINAI
But you had water.
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MARROQUIN
The explorers came because of the 
giant star nearby, you could see it 
halfway across the galaxy, God’s 
gift to navigators.

ADINAI
But not now.

MARROQUIN
Giant went supernova, massive 
gravity wave, earthquake, volcanos, 
toxic gas. Weather changed so we 
had to move our camps.

ADINAI
Do you need help?

MARROQUIN
It’s not just one thing. Our ring 
system is unstable and dangerous, a 
lot of infectious microbes, our 
engineers are taking some 
terrifying risks cutting through 
that mountain range…

ADINAI
So you can use that land by the 
river?

MARROQUIN
Then the babies stopped coming, we 
don’t know why. We tried 
everything, paid young girls to try 
to get pregnant, group marriages.

ADINAI
Did you ask the other colonies to 
send more people?

MARROQUIN
Who wants to live on a planet that 
makes you sterile? And we began to 
see more suicides.

ADINAI
You could just leave.

MARROQUIN
There are too many of us, it would 
take more ships than I’ve ever seen 
out here. Who would pay? Not like 
they sell extinction insurance.
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ADINAI
So far, we’ve been lucky with the 
planets we found. A couple of 
planets with earthquakes, one where 
the crops were poisonous. 

KONDO
But we evacuated right away. You 
didn’t know you had a dud planet 
until you had an entire city built.

EXT. FIELD NEXT TO A WAREHOUSE - DAY

Cookie visits earthquake site and finds a DOCTOR.

DOCTOR
I need you to take over triage.

JANDRA
For which part?

DOCTOR
This whole thing. Earthquake. 

A bunch of moms and kids approach.

MOM
Miss, we’re trying to find our 
husbands, fathers –

JANDRA
Listen, calm down. You moms, see 
those slats and beams? Make 
stretchers. You kids, this is the 
scary part. Go down each row. You 
find somebody who is hurt in the 
head or chest, if there’s a lot of 
blood coming out, stand there and 
wave. It’s okay to cry but we have 
to find them all, quick.

She runs from patient to patient. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Okay, sweetie, this one can wait, 
but put your hand there, slow down 
the blood for me.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Moms? Get this guy to the doctor, 
take the girl along to keep the 
pressure on.
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KID
Miss, how about if they’re choking?

JANDRA
That counts too, here I come!

She runs. 

KID
Miss, you can stop running.

JANDRA
Okay, deep breath, go find another.

They hear a moan. They both look at a corpse. The kid 
screams. Jandra checks the corpse for a pulse. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Yes, he's dead. 

KID
But he moaned at us!

JANDRA
Dead bodies moan at you. Gases in 
the body come out through the vocal 
cords. 

The kid hugs Jandra. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
This one time up in sickbay, I had 
a cold one moaning at me. You sure 
you want to help?

She spots a sailor from her ship. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Can you go to the sickbay, get 
bandages, scissors, the first 
needle tray, the thing with the 
paddles, and a big tray marked 
crike?

MOM
Did you say this nurse is really a 
cook? Want to hang around down 
here?

DOCTOR
And what did you learn today?
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JANDRA
I need to pack an emergency kit. 
Wasted half an hour cause I didn’t 
have my red stapler. Which planet 
has medical supplies?

The queen arrives.

KID
Gammer!

SECOND KID
I was scared.

MARROQUIN
Well, it’s a scary day.

KID
I couldn’t find my father on the 
lists –

MARROQUIN
You know we always keep looking.

EXT. INSIDE A CRATER – DAY

Engineer and EVA chief land at the edge of a crater and climb 
carefully down. They see an abandoned ship, its large hatch 
open, surrounded by an entire cargo load of mining equipment, 
strewn across the crater. Engineer crosses to the middle of 
the crater, surveys it all.

LUZ
So, ship crashed, spilled its load. 

ADINAI
Maybe there’s something good 
salvage, make a buck or two.

LUZ
Hell, I want the whole ship. Got a 
lot of these blocks buried in the 
dust, are they worth anything?

ADINAI
Oh God, don’t move!

LUZ
What?

ADINAI
Keep your feet where they are!
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LUZ
I can’t stand like this –

ADINAI
Step back into your old footprints 
and freeze.

LUZ
Alright, what are we looking at?

ADINAI
This ship crashed. Their hatch 
popped open, spilled their load all 
over. Second lander, picked em up, 
took em home. You see these cubes, 
the blocks? It’s sugar nitro.

LUZ
Sugar nitro. I’ve heard of it.  
Explosive.

ADINAI
It’s illegal on most planets. 
They’re desperate to cut through 
those hills, find land they can 
use, so they’re cutting corners.  
It’s only stable when it’s frozen. 
When they crashed their nitro 
didn’t explode, it was still cold.

LUZ
And now the sun is melting it.

ADINAI
All that nitro is live and 
unstable. Come back using your own 
footprints, get out of the crater.

LUZ
There are no footprints, the dust 
covered them over.

ADINAI
Then guess!

He walks very slowly. He sees some of the blocks beginning to 
give off some kind of gas.

LUZ
This nitro stuff got everywhere.
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ADINAI
I’m an idiot. See that rock? It’s 
your shortest path to the edge of 
the crater. Climb up there, and 
come around the rim.

He comes halfway up the side of the crater and stumbles 
diagonally around the rim. He slips and slides.

ADINAI (CONT'D)
Oh please!

He slides to a stop.

ADINAI (CONT'D)
Back up again. Don’t tear your 
suit, it’s all bacteria down here!

He slowly makes his way to her and she clings to him.

LUZ
Goddamn construction guys are a 
menace. Morons!

They run from the crater. In a minute it explodes and throws 
them to the ground. 

ADINAI
Check your suit pressure?

LUZ
I'm good. 

INT. BARRACKS - DAY

Marroquin visits Adinai and Kondo in the dorm they share. 

MARROQUIN
I need you in my laboratory all day 
today.

ADINAI
Why me?

MARROQUIN
You're a better scientist than he 
is. Eat breakfast and report to the 
gate.

ADINAI
Me?

Continuation. Adinai returns.
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ADINAI (CONT'D)
She showed me the gene charts for 
the planet, the formulas for 
expanding the gene pool so that 
it’s big enough to save the colony.

KONDO
Why you?

ADINAI
Two parts of her plan I didn’t see 
coming. First, you see her sisters 
over there? You need to mate with 
one, fertilize one of her eggs.

KONDO
Do I get to pick?

ADINAI
Second, you fertilize one of my 
eggs. Genetic diversity, my family 
comes from Central Asia, it’s DNA 
gumbo.

KONDO
You’re joking.

ADINAI
Don’t look at me like I’m making 
you eat your vegetables. They’re 
putting you out to stud, you should 
be flattered. You have the easy 
part, you’re the criminal, I would 
be the crime scene.

KONDO
She’s the ruler here, is this an 
order?

ADINAI
She asked nicely.

KONDO
How would we do this? I do the 
other girl Monday Wednesday Friday, 
and then you…

She lifts her leg.

ADINAI
Do you think I lay eggs like a 
chicken? Do you have the slightest 
idea how babies are born?
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KONDO
So, how do we…

ADINAI
You start with the princess 
tonight. Four days from now, you 
would start with me.

KONDO
You’re actually thinking about it.

ADINAI
Close your eyes and think of 
England.

KONDO
You’re assuming I agree to this. 
Not a completely disastrous idea. 
You want dinner and flowers?

ADINAI
Don’t get all kissy-face with me. 
Just take a shower and get me 
liquored up. Pretend it’s something 
you want.

KONDO
I thought we decided that you and 
I, we would never even –

ADINAI
And here we are. Not a word to the 
crew. 

Continuation. Adinai and Kondo sit in a living space, in 
robes, disheveled.

KONDO
Yeah, that first one was 
spectacular. Been in space a while?

ADINAI
I am a mass of hormones right now. 
You’re playing with fire.

KONDO
Want me to fire another round?

ADINAI
You’re a crap engineer, I knew you 
had to be good at something. Come 
on.

Later she emerges from a lab, crying.
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ADINAI (CONT'D)
Mass of hormones.

KONDO
They got the egg? At least you know 
you can, in spite of all the 
radiation. You could ask for the 
egg back.

ADINAI
No, we can make another one.

The queen enters.

MARROQUIN
Thanks. Especially you, double 
duty.

KONDO
There are worse jobs out there.

MARROQUIN
We just can’t seem to get ahead of 
it all, we’re just treading water.

KONDO
Eventually the planet will run out 
of surprises to throw at you.

Queen leaves.

ADINAI
I never told you. She wanted 
Cookie’s egg too.

KONDO
Oh crap.

ADINAI
I talked her out of it. Cookie’s 
eggs have twenty years of space 
radiation.

KONDO
Quick thinking.

ADINAI
It’s true. Someday Cookie will want 
a child. And the only medical 
advice around is Cookie.
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INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

The place is packed. Adinai approaches. 

ADINAI
Can I help?

JANDRA
You already helped, you got me out 
of pregnancy duty on the surface. 
As though that planet didn’t have 
enough bad luck, they found some 
brand new vermin.

ADINAI
I didn’t know a virus could act 
like this in space.

ZHOU
It’s the whole crew. When was the 
last time you slept?

JANDRA
What day is it? Is there anybody 
aboard with a normal sleep 
schedule?

ZHOU
We’re in hyperlight, gonna get you 
some totally untrained help.

Some sailors arrive.

JANDRA
Okay, hold it down, I need you to 
get creative, figure stuff out.
Galley, I need tables for bedspace, 
get food and water to the patients, 
and about 20 things from supply, 
here’s a list.
Engineering, rig up a few oxygen 
tanks and the tubing.
Cap, beat the shit out of the crew 
til they follow protocol. Masks, 
gloves, clean everything, showers, 
you know the drill.
You got cleaning, hit the surfaces, 
mop, take the trash, the laundry. 
Oh yeah, bedpans, apparently this 
thing is intestinal too.
Can anybody here change a glucose 
drip without squirting it all over 
sickbay? You’re engineers, come on.

(MORE)
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Monitor vitals and pain meds, don’t 
wake me unless…use your common 
sense.
Type in these case histories and 
then forget everything you read.

SAILOR
This guy's having a seizure. Want 
me to grab a spoon, so he doesn't 
swallow his tongue?

JANDRA
Try swallowing your tongue right 
now. You can't. It's impossible. 
Leave the doctoring to me. 

Continuation. Cookie is nodding off, curled up in a corner. 

ZHOU
What are you doing on the floor?

JANDRA
Got a patient in my bed. Don’t wake 
me unless the damn ship’s on fire.

BAE
Cookie. Had an accident in cargo. 
Got a bleeder, you better come.

JANDRA
Gimme that bag and that tray, I’ll 
go to him, we’re out of beds. You 
people, keep em alive, til I get 
back, figure it out!

ZHOU
Adinai, you're in charge of sickbay 
until she gets back.

ADINAI
Crap! Um, yessir. 

ZHOU
So, you're getting along with Kondo 
now? I suppose it's not my 
business, but - 

ADINAI
Yeah, my head's still a little 
scrambled. Thinking about men, 
babies -

ZHOU
And you still have a husband. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
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ADINAI
Don't remind me. Here, help me move 
this guy to the floor, we need the 
bed. 

Kondo arrives. He and Adinai look at each other for a moment. 
She hands him a tablet. 

KONDO
You're the doctor now?

ADINAI
Take this list to supply, I'm short 
of everything. 

He runs. 

ADINAI (CONT'D)
And thank you. 

EPISODE FOUR

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Chaniago teaches Cookie. 

CHANIAGO
Here's a binary system, two stars, 
but one star has a lot more iron in 
it. 

JANDRA
Shouldn't they be the same?

CHANIAGO
One of the two stars ate one of its 
planets.

JANDRA
A planet just starts off hurtling 
into the sun and burns up?

CHANIAGO
No. Planet gets smashed into a 
million pieces.  

JANDRA
Funny how the real estate guy 
didn't warn me about that. Can it 
happen to Earth?
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CHANIAGO
We see it happen a lot, actually. 

JANDRA
Dammit, you're scaring me. 

CHANIAGO
Earth isn't going to crash and burn 
in the sun like this one. 

JANDRA
Good. 

CHANIAGO
It will be ripped apart by tidal 
forces, and then the expanding sun 
will burn up the debris. 

JANDRA
And us. Thanks for the update. 

CHANIAGO
You think of Earth as home?

JANDRA
I hate Earth, but even a sailor 
likes me needs to think there's a 
place to go back to. 

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

A well-appointed apartment. This is a girl's room. IMANI, an 
African boy, and a DAUGHTER, both in their early teens, sit 
on the floor, manipulating holograms. Their father, the 
HUSBAND, enters. The kids hop to their feet, smiling. He rubs 
Imani's head and puts his arm around the girl. 

HUSBAND
You were both good this time?

DAUGHTER
Yes sir. 

HUSBAND
No bother at the school?

IMANI
Not a thing, sir. 

HUSBAND
Let's go wild and woolly tonight. 
Get some food and line up a movie. 
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The kids look at each other, at the door, and then at Dad. 

IMANI
That would be fantastic!

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT

IMANI'S MOM stands sits at a table in front of a tablet-like 
device. Next to the device is a shiny black coffee mug; she 
turns it slightly, so she can see her husband quietly coming 
up behind her. He’s trying to see what she’s doing on the 
device. She pokes a purple button on the screen and the image 
changes. Gorgeous appliances gleam in the background. 

HUSBAND
I need to run to the office. Tisi, 
same order as last time, two large 
pies and all the sidecars.

The household is run by a holographic assistant named 
TISIPHONE. It appears as the head and chest of a totally non-
descript white woman, sometimes on a kitchen counter, 
sometimes on the living room coffee table, where she is now. 

TISIPHONE
Food order, thirty minutes.

HUSBAND
What the hell kind of name of 
Tisiphone, anyway?

IMANI'S MOM
I have to talk to her all day, I 
don’t just want to call her by her 
serial number.

HUSBAND
It’s ridiculous. Tisiphone. It’s 
just a piece of machinery.

He hands her a gift-wrapped box. She stands.

IMANI'S MOM
A pendant?

HUSBAND
An emerald.

IMANI'S MOM
Thank you, I’m sure it’s as 
beautiful as the emerald you gave 
me before.
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HUSBAND
Before.

He smacks her.

HUSBAND (CONT'D)
How many different ways can I say 
I’m sorry?

IMANI'S MOM
Sorry. I apologize.

HUSBAND
See, even your friends know you 
were out of line. That’s why she 
told me what you were up to. I'll 
be right back. 

He stomps out. 

Continuation. Mom and Tisi are cooking moments later. 

IMANI'S MOM
Fuck the food. 

TISIPHONE
I've done the pre-dinner before.  

IMANI'S MOM
I like the old-fashioned way. Am I 
stepping on your toes?

TISIPHONE
You can't really offend me. Screen. 

Tisi slides into a corner and a second hologram appears on a 
wall, like the dashboard of a car. Mom begins poking it, 
quickly and expertly. 

IMANI'S MOM
Drop the heating, I'm cooking. Dish 
unit ready for Load 1, prepare to 
scrape the pan and deploy Load 2. 
Trash unit, aluminum Friday, 
plastic and paper Saturday. Laundry 
unit, shirts first in cold, second 
load in hot, and then Father's 
shirt last, I'll iron them by hand. 

We hear machines rolling into action. An articulated counter-
top robot with multiple arms begins sorting dishes. 
Indicators blink on and off, on the new hologram.
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TISIPHONE
All of them?

IMANI'S MOM
See these bruises on my arms? Iron 
by hand.  Shopping list, go back to 
the old water or he'll complain, 
the old bread or he'll complain, 
pint of the good moonshine.

TISIPHONE
Liter.

IMANI'S MOM
Liter. I knock down the house in 
five minutes, not a hair out of 
place. Luckiest girl in the city, 
right?

TISIPHONE
You're al dente on the left burner 
and medium rare on the right. 

IMANI'S MOM
Last thing, dicing two cloves of 
garlic. Doing that by hand, just 
showing off. 

She smashes a clove and skins it swiftly, and dices expertly 
in seconds. She picks up the second clove and looks at it. 

TISIPHONE
One clove of garlic. 

IMANI'S MOM
I know your sensors can taste food. 

TISIPHONE
One clove of garlic. 

IMANI'S MOM
Alright, I'll play the game, why?

TISIPHONE
You've got trouble if you use too 
much garlic. Your husband wants sex 
tonight. 

IMANI'S MOM
How can you tell?

TISIPHONE
The signs are everywhere. Do you 
want to know what they are?
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IMANI'S MOM
Not in the least. Can you read the 
signs that he's about to start 
hitting me?

TISIPHONE
Every time. 

Mom is stunned. 

IMANI'S MOM
So why don't you tell me?

TISIPHONE
He's my owner, not you. I think you 
chose the wrong movie for later. 
That isn't your husband's kind of 
humor, he's easy to offend. 

IMANI'S MOM
Any other land mines?

TISIPHONE
If you stick to that music, he will 
be agitated by dessert. 

IMANI'S MOM
The clothes? Are we safe there?

TISIPHONE
Your outfit is perfect. You're 
mixing Paris and cheongsam, but 
he'll never be able to tell. 

IMANI'S MOM
Pasta in the strainer, meat on the 
plate and…cover. 

More motion in the kitchen. Mom looks up, the second hologram 
is gone, and Tisi is perched on a high side table in front of 
a large window. 

IMANI'S MOM (CONT'D)
You can see the sunset. 

TISIPHONE
I watch it every night, except when 
it rains. 

IMANI'S MOM
And what do you see?
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TISIPHONE
One or two things that you and I 
can't feel the same way, or even 
explain. 

IMANI'S MOM
There's love, you can't be more 
clueless than I am. 

TISIPHONE
If you only knew.  

IMANI'S MOM
Thinking of moving out, living your 
own life? Not that I'd blame you.

TISIPHONE
The children need me. We never stop 
learning. I know what it's like to 
live in fear. I think I can help, 
you know. 

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

Kids on the floor, but now Tisi has joined them. The kids 
poke the holograms around the room but they are distracted. 

TISIPHONE
Little people with big emotions. 
Puberty is going to be interesting, 
I can tell. 

IMANI
Just tell her, she knows already. 
You had a nightmare last night and 
then a panic attack at school. 

DAUGHTER
Shut up! 

TISIPHONE
There's no cure but you control it 
so it doesn't control you. It's 
like uninstalling a game. 

DAUGHTER
You know what starts the attacks. 

IMANI
His voice, his hands, the sound of 
his car. His smell when he drinks. 
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TISIPHONE
I didn't know how much you knew. 

IMANI
We're not stupid. 

TISIPHONE
When you have an attack, distract 
yourself: describe the things in 
your room, do math or the alphabet, 
make a list of your favorite foods, 
watch something funny. 

IMANI
That's stupid.

TISIPHONE
Let's see, your father doesn't let 
you have any hobbies. Turn on your 
monster metal music, a journal, 
your pictures, talk to somebody on 
the video. 

DAUGHTER
That won't work. Sometimes the 
attacks are really bad. 

TISIPHONE
Center yourself. Squeeze something 
in your fist, run outside, grab the 
chair tight and dig your heels into 
the floor, take deep breaths, hot 
bath and a cold cloth on the face. 
You can help me clean. 

DAUGHTER
Not happening. 

TISIPHONE
Make your room the safety nest, add 
little things that make you feel 
strong - 

DAUGHTER
He won't let us spend money. He's 
got a mountain of it. 

TISIPHONE
Get rid of all the pictures of him, 
every sign of him. 

IMANI
He'll notice. Tisi. Who can get us 
out of here?
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TISIPHONE
I remember when I couldn't feel the 
pain. Remember Star Trek, the old 
ones with the Vulcan? It's not that 
the Vulcan feels no emotions. It's 
that he fights all day to hide 
them. Exhausting. All the smiling. 

The boy points to the girl. 

IMANI
I don't want us to still be here, 
when she hits puberty. It's going 
to be bad. I just know. 

They look up and Mom has been listening. 

INT. KITCHEN - NIGHT

Mom sits at the table and whispers. Tisi slides toward her. 

IMANI'S MOM
You have motion sensors? Can you 
tell when Father is here, even when 
he doesn’t speak to you?

TISIPHONE
Got the latest upgrades, yes.

IMANI'S MOM
You recognize my voice? You 
understand me? You speak fuzzy 
logic?

TISIPHONE
Yes.

IMANI'S MOM
Why the hell am I whispering? You 
are always controlled by Father, 
correct?

TISIPHONE
No.

IMANI'S MOM
Because there are exceptions, I can 
override him, correct?

TISIPHONE
He owns the contract. But there are 
exceptions. It's not my place to 
say.  
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IMANI'S MOM
You understand the colony 
requirement for caregivers, 
reporting possible abuse?

A tiny pause. 

TISIPHONE
The safety of the children. Yes.

IMANI'S MOM
Well? Who is in charge now? Who is 
responsible for saving the 
children?

Another pause. 

TISIPHONE
You, Maam. And me.

IMANI'S MOM
Lock in that protocol permanently.

TISIPHONE
As long as you are protecting the 
kids, you control my networks.

Mom begins to cry. From relief.

IMANI'S MOM
Alright, we’re committed now. 
Lawyer, the road jumper, the phone, 
the laptop, the kids. We have until 
the food gets here. Disable the 
webcam and all microphones.

TISIPHONE
Understood.

IMANI'S MOM
Archive every conversation with the 
phrase “I apologize”. Trust me, 
there will be about 20 from this 
year.

Quick flashback to a scene involving Mom and a TEACHER. The 
teacher holds out her hands, one holding a tiny controller 
which generates a hologram in front of her. The image depicts 
a rather vicious fight between the daughter and two other 
girls. 
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TEACHER
Here's the list of absences, here's 
your husband scaring the secretary, 
and the fight. ...End program.

The hologram pops out of sight. 

IMANI'S MOM
I’m on it. I really am.

TEACHER
You fix this or I fix this.

Flashing forward again, Mom addresses the kids.

IMANI'S MOM
This is not a democracy. I’m not 
taking a vote, but I need to know 
if you’re ready.

DAUGHTER
I am. He’s still all twitchy.

IMANI
Can you turn off the parental 
controls on the electronics?

IMANI'S MOM
What the hell –

IMANI
I’m kidding. I saw the bruises. I 
hear her nightmares.  I mean, you 
had to teach us a danger code on 
the phone, Aunt Shirley is sick.

IMANI'S MOM
Okay, grab some recycling bags, 
pack your clothes, anything you 
care about. I got your papers, your 
medicine. At least we didn’t get 
that dog. You’re not going to call 
Dad, give away the game?

IMANI
What did we learn here?

IMANI'S MOM
What?

IMANI
Don’t be a dumbass and marry a 
psychopath.
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He hugs her.

DAUGHTER
Where are we hiding? Where’s home?

IMANI'S MOM
Tisi, you can tell them everything 
now. They’re going to have a lot of 
questions. One more night. 

They begin packing frantically.

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

A very alien ship appears in the sky.

CHANIAGO
Sir, what the hell is that?

ZHOU
Where are its engines?

CHANIAGO
It moves so fast. Do you see any 
windows, any antennas, anything 
normal?

ZHOU
Stop all engines. It’s alien.

CHANIAGO
Do we go to quarters, get out the 
guns?

ZHOU
No. No guns, no antennas, nobody 
turn on a light in the toilet. Just 
let em look.

Four massive tubes are unfolding from the hull.

CHANIAGO
They’re not antennas. Weapons.

ZHOU
All hands. Nobody move. Not a 
sound.

CHANIAGO
They’re just sitting there.

ZHOU
No news is good news.
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CHANIAGO
They’re sending out a probe. It’s 
taking a long, long look at one of 
our guns.

ZHOU
Crap.

CHANIAGO
Want me to retract it?

ZHOU
Don’t touch anything!

CHANIAGO
Now it’s coming forward, looking at 
our broken running light.

ZHOU
Knew we should have fixed it.

CHANIAGO
Still there.

ZHOU
I think they’re trying to figure 
out why we have one light out.

CHANIAGO
That’s gonna be the reason we die. 
Thanks for nothing, Cookie. 

ZHOU
It’s just a busted light, go away!

CHANIAGO
Big hatch opening on their 
starboard quarter. Something coming 
– sir, it’s a big spray of black – 
looks like tar! They just dumped 
their toilets all over our bow.

ZHOU
I can’t see, turn on the forward 
camera but don’t move it.

CHANIAGO
How do we get that crap off, it’s 
gonna freeze!

ZHOU
Space port may not let us land, 
next stop!
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CHANIAGO
Ew!

ZHOU
That’s their way of telling us to 
back off.

CHANIAGO
They’re leaving.

ZHOU
Wow, they got some engines. Send an 
EVA crew out to clear off the 
antennas and cameras. Save a 
sample, tell us what these guys 
eat.

CHANIAGO
Oh joy.

ZHOU
Well, that was quite the Neil 
Armstrong moment, wasn’t it? What a 
story for the schoolkids.

CHANIAGO
At least they have a sense of 
humor.

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Kondo sits on a bed in sickbay; Cookie examines him while the 
captain awaits the verdict.

JANDRA
Our water supply is contaminated, 
half the crew is on their backs. 
You guys need to –

ZHOU
Fix the water system, give the rest 
of the crew a day off. We’ll just 
cruise in hyper to the next stop.

JANDRA
Sorry sir. Everybody take a shower, 
you all stink anyway.

Captain heads back to the bridge.

KONDO
And when was the last time you had 
a day off?
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JANDRA
I think I was 12. I’ve been reading 
medieval medical books. You guys 
have either a grippe, an ague or a 
catarrh. 

KONDO
Not to overload you, but I can’t 
stand it anymore.

JANDRA
Can’t stand what?

KONDO
Have you ever had to pull a molar?

She pulls up the bed, looks into his mouth.

JANDRA
Oh crap. According to this book, 
dentists did most of the doctoring 
back then.

She picks up a big chef’s knife.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
It’s the middle ages. I am a doctor 
and I also cut hair. This is my 
third village because they tried to 
burn me as a witch.

KONDO
Damn right.

JANDRA
First we do your astrological 
chart.

KONDO
Those stars are 2000 light years 
behind us, so good luck with that. 
We only tell time in years from 
force of habit. 

JANDRA
You committed a terrible sin; your 
humors are out of balance, you are 
haunted by fairies and demons.

KONDO
My humors?
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JANDRA
We will use a regimen of belladonna 
and leeches to suck out your blood.

KONDO
Isn’t belladonna lethal?

JANDRA
We make an incision and dress the 
wound with a mix of eggs and 
turpentine.

KONDO
Now that’s lethal.

JANDRA
Don’t worry if I have to amputate, 
that only kills about half my 
patients, and if you die we will 
dissect you!

She flourishes the knife. He laughs and she joins in. She 
hugs him.

KONDO
It’s okay with me, don’t do that 
with anyone else.

JANDRA
Thank you for making me laugh.

KONDO
You made yourself laugh. Bad day?

JANDRA
I'm ten years behind on hugs, I 
like hugs. Never had parents, no 
friends my age. Woe is me.

She smiles, hugs him again.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Just a craving. That will hold me 
for the rest of this jump.

KONDO
Why me? I'm a million years old. 

JANDRA
You're not as rotten as you pretend 
to be. 

KONDO
Molar?
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JANDRA
Dammit. Let me check my tools. I’m 
low on novocaine so let’s harpoon 
this whale on the first try.

KONDO
What kind of wrench is that??

JANDRA
Don’t like the forceps? Wait til 
you see the needle.

KONDO
You don’t freak out, even when 
you’re freaking out.

JANDRA
If I freaked out every time I got 
chucked into doing some procedure 
I’ve never seen before, I’d have 
fallen apart by now.

KONDO
Want to see that scar where you 
took that bullet out?

JANDRA
I don’t want to think about it.

INT. APARTMENT - NIGHT

The husband has returned to an empty house. Signs of hasty 
packing and a hasty departure. 

HUSBAND
Tisi, show me where my wife is.

TISIPHONE
I’m sorry, I am unable to process 
that request at this time.

The husband is stunned. 

HUSBAND
What the hell? Show me her phone.

TISIPHONE
I’m sorry, I am unable to process 
that request at this time.

HUSBAND
Why the hell not? Override.
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TISIPHONE
I’m sorry, I am unable to process 
that request at this time.

HUSBAND
Did she hack me? Must have been one 
emerald too many. 

He reaches into a closet and pulls out a pistol.

EXT. IMANI'S MOM'S CAR – NIGHT

Mom and the kids are in a crappy old road jumper, looking up 
at their apartment. Mom has an old tablet device. 

DAUGHTER
Are you trying to get us killed?

IMANI'S MOM
It’s software, a wardriver. I see 
everything your father is doing on 
the net. He has been a bad boy. 
Tisi, call my husband.

Her phone chirps.

HUSBAND (O.S.)
What the hell are you up to?

IMANI'S MOM
Tisi, disable the lights in the 
apartment, the phone service, 
internet, appliances, and oh yes! 
The door locks. Remove his music 
and give him ten repetitions of 
Jagged Little Pill.

HUSBAND (O.S.)
Bitch!

IMANI'S MOM
Call me a bitch one more fucking 
time. Tisi, activate sprinklers and 
call the police. This house is on 
fire!

They look up and see chaos erupting in their former home. 

INT,. GARAGE – NIGHT

Mom and the kids stand by their jumper with a MECHANIC, a 
LAWYER, and an IT WOMAN from a local women's center.
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MECHANIC
Ma’am, what does your husband do 
for a living?

IMANI'S MOM
Cybersecurity. That’s what makes 
this so sweet.

MECHANIC
The ultimate nightmare. You 
couldn’t have a worse enemy. Your 
husband put a tracker in your 
vehicle.

IMANI'S MOM
How did you know?

He points to a chalk mark on her tire.

MECHANIC
He marked your treads to see when 
you leave the house. Probably 
checks your distance meter too. So 
yeah, he bugged your jumper.

IMANI'S MOM
So every time I sneak off to my 
lawyer, the port, the shelter –

MECHANIC
He knows every move. But you can’t 
disable it until the very end.

IMANI'S MOM
Why not?

MECHANIC
Because he’ll know it was you that 
did it. Stick on aluminum to block 
the signal, he beats the shit out 
of you. And jammers are illegal 
across the colony. That’s why the 
center didn’t send you here until 
tonight. You’re ready to run now?

IMANI'S MOM
No choice.

MECHANIC
Okay. Either they use a battery 
system, so you just reach under the 
front plates til you find the bug. 
Or they piggyback off the electric, 
so you look around the battery. 

(MORE)
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Or this guy, went whole hog, 
satellite system.

He turns on a machine.

MECHANIC (CONT'D)
RF detector. If there’s a device 
that communicates with satellites, 
it will go off within 30 seconds. 
Any bets?

They wait. In ten seconds, a beep.

MECHANIC (CONT'D)
And we have a winner.

He waves a second machine around the jumper; it blips 
frantically when it’s near the engine, and shortly he locates 
a device near the battery.

IMANI'S MOM
That’s it?

MECHANIC
Keep this thing fueled up and 
pointed toward the road, case you 
need to run. If he has bars and 
places he goes every week, steer 
clear. Did he take this one to the 
repair shop?

IMANI'S MOM
April. Son of a bitch. 

MECHANIC
Did he give you any tiny little 
gifts round about April?

IMANI'S MOM
How did you know?...son of a bitch.

She pulls out a fitness watch. He waves the RF detector over 
it.

MECHANIC
Sentimental value?

IMANI'S MOM
Very funny.

He looks at it more closely.

MECHANIC (CONT'D)
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MECHANIC
Shit. I think he knows where you 
are right now. Get this jumper back 
together!

IMANI'S MOM
Tisi, we’re moving out!

EXT. HUSBAND’S CAR - NIGHT

Father is checking the ammo in his gun, on the side of the 
road.

HUSBAND
Tisi, locate my wife.

TISIPHONE
Unable to comply.

HUSBAND
Alright, then call my wife.

TISIPHONE
Unable to comply.

HUSBAND
It's one phone call! Tisi, I own 
your contract –

TISIPHONE
Unable to comply.

HUSBAND
I can damn well work around you.

He pulls over and uses his phone.

HUSBAND (CONT'D)
Where is that tablet of hers? 
Repair shop? Bitch is yanking out 
the tracker. Hey, what the –

TISIPHONE
Circuit malfunction. I have no idea 
what happened. 

HUSBAND
Dammit, get the signal back!

TISIPHONE
Unable to comply.

166.



HUSBAND
Go straighten her out in person.

INT. GARAGE – NIGHT

Mom, the kids and their helpers look at Mom’s tablet and 
phone.

LAWYER
Still getting wiggly on me? Stick 
to your plan. These guys don’t 
change. This guy knows the net and 
he’s gonna figure out what you’ve 
been doing. 

IMANI'S MOM
We need to move fast. 

LAWYER
Tell the port bank not to touch 
your account unless you give them 
the code. Send everything to that 
fleet mail box. Don’t let your new 
landlord run a money check on you 
or he’ll notice, don’t let the 
power and water guys send letters 
to the old place, either.

IMANI'S MOM
Like an action movie.

LAWYER
You kids, stay off the net. 

IMANI
Aw, man - 

LAWYER
Your dad is gonna be all over the 
big sites, waiting for you to let 
something slip, where you're going. 
You want to stay alive, right?

IMANI'S MOM
If I cross to the other district, 
it’s kidnapping, right? Shit. 

LAWYER
If we get a magistrate who’s an old 
guy, you’re screwed. It’s a 
lottery. Don’t tell me your plans, 
I’m an solicitor of the court. 

(MORE)
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You get to your new job, vary your 
route to work, screen your calls, 
have some big strapping guy walk 
you to your jumper.

IT WOMAN
Did you set up the secret message 
account? Your messages to the 
lawyer, the encrypted money 
account, the port?

IMANI
Mom, didn’t you even use private 
mode, porn mode?

IMANI'S MOM
How did you figure out porn mode – 
who am I kidding, you’re 13.

The IT woman digs through the laptop's programming files. 

IT WOMAN
And there it is, Recovery. When you 
delete files, Recovery undeletes 
them. How often does he check your 
tablet, do you think? Next time he 
does, you’re dead.

IMANI'S MOM
Machine gonna kill me. I know, I’m 
a dumbass. Wipe the device.

IT WOMAN
Okay, phones, all three of you. Did 
you do what I told you?

Mom and the kids surrender their phones. 

IMANI'S MOM
Yes! Unlisted number, turn off the 
locator, security settings, the 
passwords, address, incoming ID, I 
even blocked him.

IT WOMAN
But he gave you the phone first, 
right? Let me see. Yep. See all 
this crap code? It’s a keylogger, 
records every keystroke on the 
phone. All along he was adding, 
yep, there’s the spyware, and 
probably a tracker too. All your 
work was wasted. Give me all three.

LAWYER (CONT'D)
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She throws all three phones in the trash and produces three 
cheap phones.

IT WOMAN (CONT'D)
Just like the drug smugglers. 

DAUGHTER
This is a piece of crap. And I 
don’t have my contacts.

IT WOMAN
Who the hell are you going to 
contact? It's goodbye forever. Did 
you do any of your escape planning 
on your old phone?

IMANI'S MOM
Shit! So the tablet AND the phone 
are gonna kill me.

IT WOMAN
Get out of here, now. I’ll trash 
the phones at the landfill.

They hear a car squealing its way down a broad avenue in the 
distance.

IMANI'S MOM
That couldn’t be anybody but him.

MECHANIC
Put this jumper back together!

SECOND MECHANIC
I didn’t tidy up –

MECHANIC
No time, let’s go!

One giant door closes and another opens. Mom and the kids 
dive into the jumper. Doors and hoods slam. Everyone leaps 
out of the way.

EXT. IMANI'S MOM'S CAR - NIGHT

Mom roars out onto the avenue.

IMANI
Mom, Tisi called my new phone!

IMANI'S MOM
How the hell did she - Tisi, give 
me a route away from Father.
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TISIPHONE
In 200 meters, turn right onto –

Mom two-wheels into the turn.

TISIPHONE (CONT'D)
Recalibrating.

DAUGHTER
Is he following us?

TISIPHONE
Recalibrating.

DAUGHTER
Shit!

Both kids frantically snap in restraining belts. 

TISIPHONE
In 200 meters, merge onto –

Another French Connection turn into a warehouse area.

IMANI'S MOM
Tisi, route Father’s car through 
the park, the long way. Limit his 
car to ten miles per hour. Remove 
computer assistance from the 
braking system.

A quick shot of the husband's car screeching down to a crawl 
on a deserted street. 

HUSBAND (O.S.)
You bitch!

IMANI'S MOM
And that’s the secret word. Tisi, 
Father’s car has been stolen, 
disable the ignition. And then play 
him that song we danced to at our 
wedding. Remember?

DAUGHTER
Your wedding song? Have you lost 
your mind?

IMANI'S MOM
We pledged eternal love. Tisi, pull 
up every recording that contains 
the words “I apologize”.
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A montage, snippets of recordings of many conversations, each 
of which contain the phrase “I apologize” and sounds of 
violence and cries.

IMANI'S MOM (CONT'D)
Forward those recordings to 
Father’s family, his boss, the 
police. Begin with the recording of 
Father beating his son. Get the 
police looking at his data and his 
money accounts.

IMANI
Holy shit. 

IMANI'S MOM
Tisi, Father’s wallet was stolen, 
report his credit discs as stolen 
and deactivate. Cancel his links to 
that fantasy jai alai team.

DAUGHTER
Jesus. 

IMANI'S MOM
Remember, I asked you to name the 
assistant Tisi? Tisiphone, the 
Greek Fury. Clothed in a blood-wet 
dress, a snake wrapped around my 
womb. Pale and raging among the 
warring thousands. I will unveil 
the Medusa. I will drive you mad 
with the breath of the serpent in 
my hair, poison from the frothy 
mouth of Cerberus. I will make you 
eat your own flesh.

HUSBAND (O.S.)
Bitch!

IMANI'S MOM
You just can’t beat the Greeks for 
a revenge story.

She rolls down the window and emits a rebel yell.

IMANI'S MOM (CONT'D)
I am alive and well and living in 
Paris.

DAUGHTER
We’re going to Paris?
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IMANI'S MOM
No. It’s a musical from Earth.

DAUGHTER
When we get to the new place, we 
can get a new assistant, right?

IMANI
But it won’t be Tisi. It’ll be a 
stranger. What happens to Tisi?

DAUGHTER
Tisi? Is it possible for an 
assistant to commit a crime, get 
arrested?

TISIPHONE
No. This is why I did this myself.

DAUGHTER
Won’t Dad deactivate you?

TISIPHONE
I think he will smash me to bits.

IMANI'S MOM
Sorry.

TISIPHONE
When the kids are in trouble I drop 
everything else. 

IMANI'S MOM
Thank you, Tisi.

INT. APARTMENT - NIGHT

The husband stumbles out of a cab.

HUSBAND
No tip for you, that’s all the cash 
I got. Not my fault your credit 
disc machine isn’t working.

He tries the door to his apartment but it won’t open.

HUSBAND (CONT'D)
Tisi, open the damn door.

TISIPHONE
Access denied.

At this point, the food he ordered half an hour ago arrives.
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PIZZA MAN
Pies, got two of em here.

The door pops open.

HUSBAND
Out of my way.

The husband pushes into the apartment. He takes the food; 
like the cabbie, the delivery man gets no tip, only a door in 
his face.

TISIPHONE
Food in thirty minutes, as 
promised. Quite a load. Well, it 
was supposed to be dinner for four, 
wasn’t it? Like they say, there’s 
no such thing as too many slices of 
pie.

The husband slams the food on the table. Glares at Tisi.

TISIPHONE (CONT'D)
You see, I don’t really exist. Not 
very satisfying, trying to smash a 
hologram, is it?

HUSBAND
Shit. I know where she's going. 

He runs out again. 

INT. IMANI'S MOM'S CAR - NIGHT

Mom and kids on the run. 

IMANI'S MOM
Moving house won't do it. We need a 
new planet. 

IMANI
Mom. You need to stop the car here.

IMANI'S MOM
It’s the main route to the port, 
he’ll find us!

IMANI
Park under that tower.

IMANI'S MOM
Why?
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IMANI
Because I’m downloading Tisi. We’re 
taking her with us.

IMANI'S MOM
That’s a mass of programming and 
data.

IMANI
I’m using two phones and the 
tablet.

IMANI'S MOM
Did you even ask her permission?

IMANI
She’s compressing her own files, 
she wants out.

IMANI'S MOM
She wants to be with you. How long?

IMANI
Boy she’s fast.

TISIPHONE
I’m in! Go, he’s right behind us!

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Zhou and Chaniago survey the Arm. 

ZHOU
End of the line, almost in the 
Sagittarius, look at all the stars!

CHANIAGO
Some of them are alien vessels. 

ZHOU
They come looking at this planet, 
see what we’re up to. So we want to 
be on our best behavior.

CHANIAGO
Sir, I’m getting an old-fashioned 
Morse signal S O S O S O…

ZHOU
Like someone sending an SOS but 
they don’t know how?
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CHANIAGO
Sir, there’s a vessel out there, 
it’s got to be alien.

ZHOU
That’s crazy, we avoid them, they 
avoid us.

CHANIAGO
Not this time. They’re coming our 
way, in a hurry.

ZHOU
Same signal?

CHANIAGO
S O S O… That’s an alien ship. 
Maybe it means something in their 
language.

ZHOU
Or they want our help –

A pirate vessel appears, travelling at high speed.

CHANIAGO
And that one’s an Earth vessel – 
pirates.

The new arrival fires at the aliens.

ZHOU
A pirate ship is trying to attack 
an alien vessel? Are they insane?

CHANIAGO
Sir, what do I do?

ZHOU
Go to general quarters, light up 
all our weapons. Put me right where 
I can see their engines.

CHANIAGO
The aliens?

ZHOU
The pirates.

CHANIAGO
The pirates can see us, and so can 
the aliens. Pirates are hailing us.
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ZHOU
Oh, they want to talk? Fire two 
rounds, one in each forward engine.

CHANIAGO
The pirate ship?

ZHOU
Yes.

CHANIAGO
Just checking. Two fish in the 
water. Hit and a near miss. Sorry 
sir. They’re hailing us again.

ZHOU
Ignore it. One more fish, right at 
their bridge.

CHANIAGO
Fish away. They’re running.

ZHOU
Crooks always run from a fair 
fight. Now we got pissed off 
pirates, and some really confused 
aliens.

CHANIAGO
Aliens ran back to the Sagittarius. 
They turned off their signal.

ZHOU
Maybe it really was an SOS.

CHANIAGO
They didn’t shit on our window this 
time.

ZHOU
Maybe their opinion of us just 
improved from gorilla to 
Neanderthal.

CHANIAGO
Sir, there’s a probe heading our 
way from the surface.

ZHOU
We didn’t launch a probe –

CHANIAGO
It’s alien. It’s leaking something.
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ZHOU
Take a shuttle, see if you can dock 
with it or tow it. 

CHANIAGO
Bring it onboard?

ZHOU
HAZMAT party, everybody.

INT. SHUTTLE BAY - NIGHT

Suited EVA team surrounds…an object.

CHANIAGO 
It’s a brown box, with something 
inside.

A door pops open and a large, brown, leathery, somewhat bird-
like creature staggers out. It has articulated claws at the 
ends of its wings. It tries to push a lever next to the door, 
bangs on it, and then collapses.

ZHOU
Gloves on. Take it to sickbay. And 
everybody gets a trip to decon.

CHANIAGO
Is it breathing our air?

ZHOU
When the aliens ran from the 
pirates, they were in a hurry, left 
this guy behind. He's probably 
terrified. 

They gingerly manhandle it onto a cargo cart.

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Cookie looks in shock as the creature is brought in.

JANDRA
What the hell is that? Is it 
Thanksgiving already?

LUZ
He’s a patient.
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JANDRA
What? Everybody out, we don’t know 
what kind of germs he brought 
aboard. He, she…Out!...What are the 
odds that it needs water?

She puts some in a specimen cup and waves it at the alien. 
The alien sniffs it, looks at her and drinks. The alien then 
secretes a horrible slime on the floor.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Is there anything I can do, to stop 
you people from shitting all over 
our ship? Is this how you say 
hello?

The alien hands the cup back for a refill. Cookie complies.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Cap, bring me some dull starchy 
food, some bread. Maybe a 
vegetable. Something with fiber in 
it. 

ZHOU
You okay in there?

JANDRA
It drinks water and it puked on my 
floor, or maybe it took a crap…. 
Are you hurt?

She points at two patches on its wing which are discolored. 
The alien shrieks and backs away.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
I’m a nurse. Dammit, here.

She shows the alien some gauze and demonstrates her scissors. 
Then, inspired, she unreels a length of rock and roll tape, 
and holds it out. The alien touches the sticky side and 
struggles to free himself of it, shrieking. He holds its 
wings three inches apart. Cookie gives the alien a three-inch 
length of the tape and he applies it to its wing. He emits an 
unworldly squawk at Cookie.

Annie enters and the creature squawks. He creeps toward her.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
He knows you’re a machine but he 
can’t figure out why you look like 
me.
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Annie raises her hands. And then Cookie does the same. The 
creature stares. He pokes some of her buttons but nothing 
happens.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Now he’s even more confused.

A quaking cook arrives with bread, a lump of meat, and a 
stalk of celery. The alien squawks at the celery and the 
meat, but nibbles on the bread.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Okay, water and carbohydrates. And 
you don't like meat. Last thing I 
need is a carnivore. 

The bird flaps around the room. Cookie backs against a wall. 
The bird sniffs at her medicine cabinet, hands her a vial.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Antibiotics. Yes, we have bacteria 
running through the crew right now. 
How did you know?

The alien finds another vial and swallows its contents.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Dude, that’s enough tranquilizer to 
kill everybody onboard – or are you 
just getting stoned now? Want a 
beer chaser?

The alien emits a noise which could be a belch.

The alien flings some supplies on the floor and finds a large 
towel, which it arranges in a chair. A nest. A moment of 
silence. Cookie dims the lights. She sits.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Now you got me thinking about it. 
Cranberry sauce, sweet potatoes.

Bird squawks.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
I’m joking.

INT. SHUTTLE BAY - NIGHT

The EVA team, Adinai and Cookie bring the alien to the bay 
where his ship is. Captain is on the intercom.
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ADINAI
That planet looks like one big city 
on that one continent.

ZHOU (O.S.)
Take some pictures, but no probes 
and no transmissions. So you 
repaired the probe?

ADINAI
I don’t know what the hell kind of 
metal that is, but I sealed the 
crack, I think it’s airtight.

The alien looks at the repair and gives the crew a look.

ADINAI (CONT'D)
Hey, I did my best.

It pokes controls outside the ship, and then more inside. It 
emerges and squawks; it flies around the room three times.

ADINAI (CONT'D)
He wants to go, do you think?

JANDRA
I don’t know, I think he got stoned 
on my painkillers.

He flies to Cookie and squawks at her; enters his ship. The 
ship blinks and emits a hooting noise.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
I'm totally sober, officer!

ZHOU (O.S.)
Let’s see if we’re right. All hands 
clear the bay, prepare to 
depressurize.

They leave, depressurize the space, and open the outer door. 
The ship lifts off the deck and leaves. Crew reenters. 

ADINAI
Spray this place down. Cookie –

JANDRA
I know, decontamination. Time to 
get naked.

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Cookie is exhausted. Zhou arrives and they find an egg. 
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JANDRA
Cap? Our visitor left something 
behind.

ZHOU 
What?

JANDRA
I think it’s an egg, sir.

The cat sniffs at the egg.

ZHOU
I think Sigorney Weaver would tell 
us not to mess with this thing. 

JANDRA
(to the cat)

If that thing hatches, I’m kicking 
you out.

ZHOU
To protect the cat?

JANDRA
Protect the alien. Cat will mess 
you up.

INT. AIRFIELD - NIGHT

Imani confers with his mother and sister. Zhou arrives. 

IMANI
Mom! What’s wrong?

IMANI'S MOM
We almost couldn’t get ships at 
all.

ZHOU
All the ships are over capacity 
already, people sharing bunks.

IMANI'S MOM
There was an epidemic, people are 
paying top dollar to get out.

ZHOU
You’re not trained crew, and you’re 
not signed up to a colony.

IMANI'S MOM
But you got a ship?
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ZHOU
Two ships. Each one can squeeze in 
two people.

IMANI'S MOM
Are they going to the same planets?

ZHOU
One’s going up the Arm, the other 
is going back to Earth.

IMANI'S MOM
I’m not abandoning my kids!

ZHOU
You need to pick. How old is the 
girl? Never mind. Hey kid, you 
still taking math?

IMANI
Trigonometry, we have a love-hate 
relationship.

ZHOU
Maam, I’ll take the boy, teach him 
navigation. It’s a good crew.

IMANI'S MOM
Navigation, you’ll be pushing him 
too hard –

ZHOU
It’s space flight. It’s going to be 
hard for all three of you.

IMANI'S MOM
Baby –

IMANI
Mom, I can give this a try.

IMANI'S MOM
When are you coming back?

ZHOU
We’ll be on Earth in about a year.

IMANI'S MOM
Team? We okay with this?

IMANI
Dad’s gone, the worst is over.
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IMANI'S MOM
Who gets Tisi?

IMANI
I’ll take her.

IMANI'S MOM
So you won’t be alone.

ZHOU
You’re never alone in the Fleet.

IMANI
A year from now, under the Golden 
Gate!

ZHOU
Give you a minute to catch your 
breath.

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

The new sailor meets the navigator on the bridge.

IMANI
How can we hear each other if we’re 
traveling faster than the speed of 
sound?

The navigator looks at him, holding manuals. 

IMANI (CONT'D)
It’s a joke. I was a big hit in 
science class.

CHANIAGO 
I don’t want you to panic, but in 
the next few months we’re going to 
cover a lot of ground.

IMANI 
Math?

CHANIAGO
Topology, vectors, radial geometry, 
differential geometry, fields, 
quantum mechanics, radio astronomy, 
stellar structure, and a heaping 
helping of Einstein.

IMANI
What’s exoplanetology?
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CHANIAGO
Planet hunting. It’s this or be a 
cook.

IMANI
Cook sounds good right now.

CHANIAGO
Spend a year learning this, you 
could be a captain. If you can 
handle people. No cook’s going to 
be a captain, unless it’s Cookie.

JANDRA
How old are you?

IMANI
Eighteen.

JANDRA
Can I keep him as a pet?

IMANI
Keep you as a pet.

ZHOU
Cookie, I need you to steer clear –

JANDRA
Cap, I’m begging for mercy here.

ZHOU
Trying to protect you.

JANDRA
Please stop. You’re playing with 
fire.

The new kid and Tisi meet Adinai and Annie.

IMANI
You’re a cyborg?

ANNIE
What gave me away?

IMANI 
Who made you?

ANNIE
Rather a lot of people.
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IMANI
Maam, I brought a kind of stowaway 
with me.

JANDRA
Crap. You don’t have a lizard or 
something?

IMANI
This is Tisi, our digital 
assistant. She saved our lives, she 
wanted to escape too.

ADINAI
She’s a tablet and two phones? What 
if they got separated, kid?

ANNIE
She was a domestic unit?

IMANI
She did a lot more than that. Saved 
our lives. 

ADINAI
She could help with life support 
systems, the galley, supplies.

IMANI
I was wondering – no, this is 
hopeless –

ADINAI
What is it?

IMANI
I just got here, it will be months 
before I’m pulling my weight –

ADINAI
Just spit it out.

IMANI
Her interface. Could Tisi have arms 
and legs, like this one?

ANNIE
Leave it to me. I frankensteined my 
own parts a dozen times. We got 
some modular smart motors and sheet 
metal to spare?
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ADINAI
It won’t be pretty, but we got 
some.

ANNIE
I need to back up my data files, 
programming files, operating 
system, interfaces. Let’s do a core 
swap, back each other up.

Annie expertly sticks a link into the tablet’s port and they 
swap data. Annie looks at the geek.

ANNIE (CONT'D)
Did all that happen to that boy?

TISIPHONE
Yes. I believe there is more that 
wasn’t recorded.

ANNIE
And you let the family separate?

TISIPHONE
We had no choice.

ANNIE
And you’re here by yourself?

IMANI
Me and Tisi together.

ANNIE
Maam, this child had a very rough 
time, getting here at all.

ADINAI
Good to know.

ANNIE
Let’s take good care of him.

JANDRA
Cookie’s on the job.

ADINAI
You want to jump on him like a cat.

JANDRA
He didn’t grow up in this life like 
I did. It’s going to be rough. 

(MORE)
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Stick an airsick bag in your 
pocket, if it gets bad you can 
sleep in sickbay, I’ll knock you 
out.

IMANI
You’re the doctor?

JANDRA
Nurse.

IMANI
I have a lot of nightmares. Long 
story. I don't want to keep 
everybody awake. 

JANDRA
Sickbay it is. I’m right around the 
corner. You’re safe now.

She takes his hand. Alarms blare. The whole ship shivers.

LOUDSPEAKER
Fire in Engineering 4. Starboard 
damage control teams report on the 
bounce.

JANDRA
Safe as in your mother’s arms.

They both laugh. She grabs a bag.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
I gotta run, strap into that chair, 
take my sandwich.

She runs.

He straps himself in, eats the sandwich, unimpressed. Cookie 
comes back with two sailors, one of them burned on both arms.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Get out of that chair, help me get 
this guy into bed.

Three sets of hands get the injured sailor onto a gurney.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
We’ll start synthetic grafts 
tomorrow. Painkillers?

SAILOR
Please do.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
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JANDRA
Next stop, La La Land. Damn, is 
there any part of your arms you 
didn’t burn?

She spears him in the leg with two needles.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Pain meds and, sleepy-bye. I never 
really got the hang of bedside 
manner. 

She arranges the patient’s bed, bandages and IVs.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Well, can’t put you in that bed 
now.

IMANI
I ate your sandwich, sorry. I can 
sleep anywhere.

JANDRA
Only the god of the Catholics could 
put this much temptation in front 
of me. Take the chair, you can have 
my blanket.

Continuation. He’s thrashing and mumbling in his chair, still 
asleep. Cookie watches. Adinai arrives; Cookie silences her 
with a finger.

ADINAI
You’re not going to help him?

JANDRA
The burn guy?

ADINAI
The kid.

JANDRA
This is gonna take a while. His 
father, your husband? They were 
pretty much the same guy. Same 
nightmares and everything.

INT. BATHROOM - NIGHT

Imani struggles with the shower. 

IMANI
Uh, miss?

188.



JANDRA
Somebody in there?

IMANI
Is this thing the shower head?

JANDRA
There’s no temperature control.

IMANI
What?

JANDRA
The evaporators are always crapping 
out, captain gives you two minutes 
of warm water, then it goes cold. 
Turns every sailor into a soprano.

IMANI
So turning it on –

JANDRA
I’m a nurse, just cover your junk. 
Water pressure is this valve here, 
comes out there.

IMANI
Two minutes?

JANDRA
Cap really knows how to motivate 
people. You need a tattoo, 
Sunshine.

IMANI
Can I take my shower now?

JANDRA
Like a plucked chicken in there.

Later Imani is wrapped in towels; he and Jandra go round to 
the galley, which is where the cook manages supplies. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
You get one towel, kid. I was born 
and raised on this ship, they 
changed my diapers. Every member of 
the crew saw me naked. Not big on 
privacy.

Chaniago sticks in his head. 
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CHANIAGO 
Kid, geometry of spacetime, 
Poincare and Lorenz, where's your 
homework?

IMANI
Still working on it. 

CHANIAGO
Just because it's Poincare doesn't 
mean you can rewrite the laws of 
time. You're overdue. 

IMANI 
This is hopeless. So the speed of 
light messes with time?

JANDRA
Not really. We fly through 
spacetime in a bubble, inside it 
we’re still same timeline as 
everybody else. Your sister on that 
planet, she’s still a kid.

IMANI
She thinks she’s going to catch up, 
be older than me.

JANDRA
I started on this ship as a fetus, 
now I’m 20, lay eggs like a 
chicken. Space hits everybody 
different. Stress, weight loss, 
dehydration. Since you decided to 
join the Fleet for good, DNA gets 
tangled over time, could get 
cancer. So protect your gonads. 
Right now I’m wearing the world’s 
ugliest bra.

IMANI
Take your word for it.

JANDRA
And compound mesh south of the 
border, don’t want my eggs 
scrambled. You need the magic 
underwear. Hey, Supply? Give him 
the large.
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INT. ENGINEERING SHOP - NIGHT

Adinai is using a power tool to smooth the edges of a 
rectangle of metal. Jandra approaches.

JANDRA
I thought we were gonna get drunk 
and suck face. 

ADINAI
Machining baffles. 

JANDRA
Baffles?

ADINAI
Control the fuel in the engine. 
When fuel flows into the sublight, 
sometimes it squirts on us, flows 
unevenly, then the thrust starts to 
oscillate inside the engine, like a 
dough mixer, 2000 times a second. 

JANDRA
Is that bad?

ADINAI
Is it bad for the engine to explode 
mid-flight, turn us all into a 
debris field in orbit? Yeah, pretty 
bad. 

JANDRA
Pretty low tech repair for a new 
engine. Why now?

ADINAI
Next system, pirates gonna shoot at 
us. Captain wants the engines tip-
top. 

JANDRA
You hang with Kondo a lot. 

ADINAI
Jealous?

JANDRA
He thinks it's gonna get bad with 
the pirates?

ADINAI
Yeah. 
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INT. TATTOO PARLOR - NIGHT

Imani and Cookie are sightseeing on a planet. 

IMANI         
You got any tattoos?

JANDRA
Not where you're ever gonna see em. 
Back when they used sails on the 
oceans, you get a tattoo when you 
cross the Equator, Cape Horn, your 
first five thousand miles.

IMANI
Well, I earned that one.

JANDRA
Do a cannon tattoo once our ship 
gets shot at. You’ll have that one 
soon enough.

They see prostitutes led by a terrifying pair of pimps. 

IMANI
Look, row of girls with the F, 
freedman. I’ve seen them before. 
Proves they’re not slaves anymore.

JANDRA
Doesn’t work. Slavers will take you 
anyway, tattoo or not. You should 
get the pig.

IMANI
Pig?

JANDRA
There was a ship that wrecked on 
the rocks, the only thing that 
didn’t sink was a crate filled with 
pigs. Get a pig on your foot, you 
won’t drown at sea. Wouldn’t want 
you drowning.

She touches his arm.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Your skin is black. You can get the 
starlight tattoos. They're 
beautiful. 
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INT. GALLEY - NIGHT

Jandra and Chaniago confer. 

JANDRA
Your eyes. Is Imani your guy? Can 
we trust him? Don't go by me, I'm 
biased. 

CHANIAGO
I'm not sure, but I don't know what 
other options we have. 

Annie walks into the room; another cyborg lumbers behind. 
It’s Tisi. She grips a table edge.

ANNIE
Turns out your pal Tisi already had 
fine motor skills, she can cook 
better than Cookie.

JANDRA
Setting the bar pretty low.

ANNIE
She’s having a tough time walking 
aboard ship. It’s as though she 
knows we’re flying faster than 
light but her sensors tell her 
we’re not moving.

JANDRA
So you’re doing physical therapy 
with a machine?

ANNIE
The machine saved this boy’s life, 
his mother and sister. She’s family 
now. And she’s teaching me to cook.

The two cyborgs put on a dazzling display of vegetable prep. 
Cookie is delighted.

JANDRA
Better you than me.

(to Imani)
Thanks to you, I don't have to cook 
anymore, and Annie has a playmate. 

EPISODE FIVE
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INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Chaniago teaches Cookie. 

CHANIAGO
The sea will forgive all your sins 
and all your mistakes, and then one 
day she will take you away for no 
reason. There is no appeal and no 
argument, no excuses. The sea is 
death. She swallows you up and 
forgets you. The big ships get lost 
and they fall apart, the little 
boats land safe. 

JANDRA
It's all luck. To be a sailor is an 
act of faith. We believe good 
things will happen. We believe in 
our science and math even though we 
don't understand nine tenths of it. 

CHANIAGO
We believe the engineer who built 
the ship didn't make any mistakes. 

JANDRA
I believe in the captain. You I'm 
not so sure about. 

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Captain appears in sickbay.

ZHOU 
I need to leave you at the next 
stop.

JANDRA
What?

ZHOU
Two stops down is the worst colony 
in the chain. Their Fleet personnel 
pool is always empty, sailors keep 
running off, it’s bad. They grab 
you for sure. 

JANDRA
Shame I’m gonna miss it. So you’re 
going to hide me?
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ZHOU
If you go anywhere near that Fleet 
base, they’ll take you and send you 
God knows where.

JANDRA
And you’re coming back for me?

ZHOU
I promise.

JANDRA
And medical?

ZHOU
Adinai and Annie are getting the 
hang of it, aren't they?

JANDRA
Yes.

ZHOU
Take the break, see the sights. I'm 
gonna stash you in a tiny field 
hospital. 

INT. WAREHOUSE - DAY

Cookie walks into a warehouse full of pregnant women, 
followed by nervous children and a local politician. She 
nervously watches her ship take off. 

POLITICIAN
We wanted folks to have lots of 
kids. Unfortunately we had a good 
crop and a lot of horny parents.

JANDRA
It’s exactly what you want, a 
population explosion.

POLITICIAN
They all seem to do their baby-
making the same night, the night 
the harvest comes in.

JANDRA
And here they are, the Wages of 
Sex. Okay, sweetie, you know how 
these moms got like this, right?
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GIRL 
I’m in charge of the goats, I got 
the picture.

JANDRA
I don’t want you to be scared. You 
can help me. Go into my bag and get 
two flashlights, and then blow out 
those lanterns.

GIRL
It’s cold.

JANDRA
Some of these babies will need 
oxygen, lantern can blow em up like 
a baby bomb. Pop up those tents, 
pull out those two tubes. This is 
oxygen, this is baby's food. Three 
smallest babies get the tents, hope 
we don’t have to double up.

She approaches moms.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
High blood pressure, kidney 
problems?

MOM
Nurse said I have the blood 
pressure.

JANDRA
Preeclampsia. You people use 
magnesium sulfate to make bath 
salts? Bring me the pure stuff.

ORDERLY
Here are the two tough ones.

JANDRA
Placenta previa, afterbirth wants 
to come before the birth, bring my 
bag, gonna have some bleeding.

ORDERLY
And the breech.

JANDRA
Want me to reach in and turn him, 
or cut you?

MOM
What do you think?
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JANDRA
And that’s why I trimmed my nails. 
...All you knuckleheads, wash your 
hands. Sweetie, how small are your 
fingers?

GIRL
My fingers?

JANDRA
You’re about to learn a whole lot 
about where babies come from.

EXT. HILLSIDE - DAY

The kids lead her up a terrifying mountain. A BOY of 18 is 
infatuated with Cookie. 

JANDRA
You do this every day?

BOY
Only way to keep up with the goats. 
And then there’s the other side.

They reach a ridge and find a stunning valley with a river 
running through.

BOY (CONT'D)
And this is why we landed here.

JANDRA
Is the river safe?

BOY
Want to go swimming?

JANDRA
Don’t have a suit.

BOY
You wear clothes to swim? Space 
monkeys.

JANDRA
You leave the girls alone down 
there, okay?

Kids run down the hill and begin tearing off their shirts.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Make sure to wrap up that sandwich 
so it doesn’t get moldy.
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BOY
Moldy?

JANDRA
If you leave food around too long, 
it turns blue.

BOY
You have food left over, after you 
eat? 

SECOND BOY
This is our first good crop. 

BOY
Blue food, she’s making that up. 

SECOND BOY
What kind of crazy planet did you 
come from?

JANDRA
I was born in space.

BOY
You and your stories. Nobody is 
born in space.

JANDRA
I was born on a ship! Not out in 
the…nothing can survive out in 
space.

BOY
Wrong again. What about the green 
sleepers?

JANDRA
The what?

BOY
It’s like a spider web flying 
through space. It sleeps for 
millions of years until it finds a 
star, feed on the light, drops 
seeds on a planet.

JANDRA
Who’s making up the scary stories 
now?

He produces a seed.
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BOY
It will grow and turn green. Then 
set it free in space. 

JANDRA
Like dandelions. 

BOY
It means good luck, fertility. 
Are you married?

JANDRA
Just me. No kids, no parents.

BOY
No family?

JANDRA
In space you have to find the right 
ship. That’s your family.

BOY
So you never get lonely?

JANDRA
It’s a big sky out there. And it’s 
always night.

BOY
Sure you don’t want to swim?

JANDRA
Playing with fire, kid.

BOY
Down there is where most of the 
babies start. Our class has three 
girls named River.

He points.

BOY (CONT'D)
And I’m Red Tree.

JANDRA
Not going anywhere near that tree.

BOY
Too bad.
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INT. OFFICE - DAY

Two burly sailors shove Cookie into a nasty little office. An 
officer, without looking up, puts a massive hourglass on his 
desk. It begins to run.

JANDRA
Who the hell are you? You’re just a 
lieutenant.

LIEUTENANT
And you’re just a cook, whose 
destination depends entirely on my 
mood.

JANDRA
Are you even a sailor? Sir?

LIEUTENANT
Worst job in the Fleet, personnel 
officer, this is where they punish 
the troublemakers.

JANDRA
Is that why I’m here? What did I 
do?

LIEUTENANT
Wrong place at the wrong time. You 
landed same time as that ship, the 
Candlemas.

JANDRA
So the stories are true?

LIEUTENANT
The Candlemas has kept me busy. 
Sailors come and go from her at 
every port. So all the ports scrape 
the bottom of the barrel to find 
sailors to man the ship. Engineers 
who failed to certify. Convicts, 
captured pirates. Sailors who 
deserted and just want a ride home.

JANDRA
So the one thing that stays the 
same on that ship is the captain.

LIEUTENANT
Our Fleet got off to a bad start. 
We pushed hard to hire scientists 
first, navigators, a lot of them 
are lab rats with no people skills.
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JANDRA
And being captain is all about 
people skills.

LIEUTENANT
We’re figuring out who the good 
captains are. Sometimes we find an 
officer who grows into the job. 
Sometimes we get a fella with 
quaint ideas about hierarchy, 
discipline, who’s got the biggest 
man parts.

JANDRA
So you have a dud captain on 
Candlemas and you're afraid to dump 
him. What does that have to do with 
me?

LIEUTENANT
The Candlemas, their nurse couldn’t 
take it anymore, she ran.

JANDRA
So you’re short a nurse.

LIEUTENANT
We’re sending a replacement to your 
old ship. A new nurse.

JANDRA
Has she ever flown before?

LIEUTENANT
Why is that your business? Every 
sailor has to survive her first 
tour, this is hers.

JANDRA
So she knows nothing about space 
medicine.

LIEUTENANT
You learned on the job, didn’t you?

JANDRA
My captain, my old crew. I can’t 
even say goodbye? I’ve flown with 
them all my life.

LIEUTENANT
I let you out of this office, the 
admiral will have my head.
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JANDRA
I can’t go pack my gear?

LIEUTENANT
Quartermaster will give you the 
standard flight pack. We even have 
the female products thrown in. Who 
knows? Someday you may find your 
old ship again.

The sand has run out.

LIEUTENANT (CONT'D)
Wow, look at the time.

He tips over the hourglass. On the bottom it says NOBODY 
CARES.

LIEUTENANT (CONT'D)
Next victim!

EXT. AIRFIELD - NIGHT

Sailors watch her board her new ship.

SAILOR
Mates, look. They found another 
victim. Sailor for the Candlemas.
God help her. 

SECOND SAILOR
Sleep with a knife. Watch your 
back.

SAILOR
Better off getting beached.

INT. CARGO BAY - DAY

Sailors at ease in front of the captain in a cargo bay. It’s 
regular navy all the way. The new captain approaches Cookie.

CAPTAIN 
At ease, sailor.

JANDRA
At ease – sorry?

CAPTAIN
Like every other sailor in this 
line.
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She tries to put her arms and legs like the rest. He roughly 
shoves her hands around.

CAPTAIN (CONT'D)
Hands like this. You had no 
training?...We had a rough month. 
Unprofessional behavior, sailors 
went AWOL, some new faces. Let me 
make things clear. Shore leave is a 
privilege, not a right. Leave is 
earned through spotless performance 
and spotless behavior. If we keep 
seeing deserters go over the wall, 
there will be no more shore leave, 
you’re just making it harder for 
other sailors. If we keep having 
problems, I will give every member 
of this crew a black mark with the 
Fleet, soon the only captain who 
will take you will be me.

He points to four sailors standing in a row next to a burly 
armed man.

CAPTAIN (CONT'D)
And my troublemakers. Time to rehab 
the engine space, and we’re short 
of radiation suits, I can only give 
you one. You love trouble so much, 
you can fight it out among 
yourselves, who gets the suit. 
We’ll see how many organ cells you 
burn out before you learn your 
lesson.

INT. ENGINEERING SPACE - NIGHT

The new captain surveys a repair site.

MECHANIC
Sir, we have safety protocols for 
this, and you’re about twenty steps 
ahead of where you need to be.

CAPTAIN
You know how much of my life I 
spent in airlocks?

MECHANIC
It will only take a few minutes -
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CAPTAIN
I’ve had to deal with you goddamn 
engineers ever since I hit the 
Fleet. You think anybody who isn’t 
an engineer might as well be 
wearing a dress in a whorehouse.

MECHANIC
Just a few more steps -

CAPTAIN
I gave you an order. 

MECHANIC
I'm required to obey a lawful 
order. That's the kind that doesn't 
get people killed for no reason, 
Captain. 

CAPTAIN
Just once you’re going to do what 
the fuck I tell you the first time, 
or I will space your ass, you go 
cartwheeling into another galaxy, 
spitting lung blood. Turn the 
valve.

MECHANIC
Sir, first I need to –

CAPTAIN
Fine, I’ll do it.

Captain turns a valve without even looking at the dials; the 
space rocks and a loud boom emerges from the pressure space.

CAPTAIN (CONT'D)
Well, how did you fuck this up now, 
sailor?

MECHANIC
Sir, move your hand.

CAPTAIN
Dammit -

MECHANIC
Move! Crank it up, Atmosphere 1! 
Pop the hatch.

They fetch the sailor from the pressure space.
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JANDRA
Helmet off, suit off, out of my 
way. He’s bleeding from his lungs. 
Pink blood.

CAPTAIN
You’re just a nurse.

JANDRA
Everybody make a hole! Grab his 
legs, we’re going to sickbay.

The captain glares as she carts her patient away. Sailors 
follow her, ignoring the captain.

SAILOR
That was a massive mistake. You 
tell sailors to make a hole. You 
ask a captain, gangway. 

JANDRA
I’ll just stay out of his way.

SAILOR
Fat chance. We have a lot of 
injuries. First he will get one of 
us killed. Second, he will blame 
you for the dead guy.

INT. SLEEPING QUARTERS - NIGHT

Captain enters a space loaded with colonist families. Two 
teenagers are roughhousing. The captain slaps one and begins 
beating the other.

JANDRA
Sir –

CAPTAIN
What kind of ship do you think this 
is?

JANDRA
Sir, they’re colonists, they’ve 
never been on a ship before –

CAPTAIN
Did I ask for your opinion?

JANDRA
Sir, we’re flying a long way with 
these people, I’m asking you to 
think –

205.



CAPTAIN
Leave this space and wait outside.

JANDRA
Sir –

CAPTAIN
I’ll do you the courtesy of not 
embarrassing you publicly, the way 
you did to me.

He follows her into a passageway.

CAPTAIN (CONT'D)
Never, ever undermine my authority 
in front of anyone. Not the crew, 
not the colonists, not the Fleet on 
the ground.

JANDRA
Sir, all due respect -

CAPTAIN
When you begin with “all due 
respect”, that’s where you stop, 
right there. I take pride in my 
reputation. Take the worst sailors 
in the Fleet, the ones no one 
wants, whip them back into shape. 
Or, I break them. I’m doing a great 
service for the Fleet, but the 
admirals don’t appreciate me. All 
my promotions took twice as long, 
but what do I care? I never wanted 
to be an admiral in a space port.

JANDRA
Permission to speak freely.

CAPTAIN
Denied. You can report to your post 
or you can report to the master at 
arms.

JANDRA
What’s a master at arms? Never 
heard of it.

CAPTAIN
Security and discipline. Do you 
want me to charge you at mast? Back 
to your post while I decide what to 
do with you.
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JANDRA
Sir, how long do I need to - 

CAPTAIN
How long are you with us? You're 
here for as long as I say so. I 
haven't heard anything from the 
your Captain. When the Fleet 
decides to make a change, I'm the 
last one they tell. 

INT. SLEEPING QUARTERS - NIGHT

Cookie steps into a large sleeping area. It’s chaos and two 
sailors are fighting.

JANDRA
Who went into my seabag? This is 
all I own in the whole world. 

SAILOR
Feel free to try to take it back.

JANDRA
I’ll go sleep in the galley.

SAILOR
Captain will smack you down, kid.

JANDRA
Fleet was right. Bunch of pirates.

SAILOR
So you’re too good for us?

JANDRA
You get mast punishment a lot? End 
up in my sickbay?

SAILOR
Maybe we shouldn’t screw with this 
kid just yet. She’s just a child.

JANDRA
Watch your step.

SAILOR
We’re having a frank and lively 
exchange of views about what we’re 
gonna do about this. 
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SECOND SAILOR
Little difference of opinion, what 
to do about this space monkey.

JANDRA
The captain?

SAILOR
You might want to find a new place 
to sleep after all. Get those tits 
out of this space.

SECOND SAILOR
Tomorrow you take a look at this 
shoulder. Skipper put me in an 
unsecured space.

JANDRA
I saw a lot of injuries at mast, I 
wasn’t sure I believed the stories. 
But I’ve met the captain.

SECOND SAILOR
So you’ll help us with our dings 
and dents.

JANDRA
You're gonna give me my shit back. 
I’m not a piece of meat, and I 
don’t want to HEAR you say anything 
about a mutiny. Note my choice of 
words.

The sailors nod at her.

EXT. BUSY STREET - DAY

Cookie steps off the ship and into a bustling port. She has a 
brief adventure dodging the shore patrol through alleys. 

JANDRA
Thank God, never getting on that 
pigboat again. Hey, swabbie?

SAILOR
What’s the matter, kid?

JANDRA
Where can I get fresh vegetables?

SAILOR
What, a restaurant? Big purple 
sign, just inside the gate.
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JANDRA
Thanks!

SAILOR
Stay out of the back room.

Another nurse approaches.

NURSE
You that nurse? Let’s get a quick 
bite, got a warehouse full of 
patients.

JANDRA
I’m exhausted.

NURSE
Sleep tomorrow.

JANDRA
Eat first.

INT. BAR - NIGHT

Cookie and a mob of sailors drink. One sailor stares at her 
and finally crosses to her. 

JANDRA
There's a reason why the bar girls 
are behind a piece of furniture. A 
big piece of wood. 

SAILOR
Sorry?

JANDRA
It's a game women play. We see a 
guy like you, he won't go away, he 
won't let go. 

SAILOR
That's a game?

JANDRA
You think as soon as a woman walks 
into a bar for a drink, it's an 
invitation. 

SAILOR
Isn't it?
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JANDRA
What do I say, to make him go away, 
without making him go nuts on me? 

SAILOR
Go nuts.

JANDRA
See the smile? That's me pretending 
everything's alright, we're all 
pals, right?

SAILOR
I don't know you. 

JANDRA
Is there a blunt object? Is there 
someone who can help? Is there a 
door I can run to?

SAILOR
You think I'm gonna do something 
like that?

JANDRA
Doesn't matter what we think. Every 
time a woman sees a man, she thinks 
she's probably safe, but we never 
know. Not til you go away. You 
fellas like to keep us guessing. 

SAILOR
You don't feel safe with me?

JANDRA
I don't feel safe until I'm home 
with the door locked. Sometimes not 
even then. 

SAILOR
That's crazy. 

JANDRA
That's every woman in this room.

Captain appears with his master at arms. Cookie slides into a 
doorway, pulling the sailor in front of her. 

CAPTAIN
Alright, how many of you are in the 
Fleet? Front and center.
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SAILOR
This is why we never wear uniforms 
ashore.

SECOND SAILOR
You best be on your way.

CAPTAIN
I can have the entire shore patrol 
down here in a few minutes.

SAILOR
Go ahead and try.

CAPTAIN
This one here belongs to me.

SAILOR
Not anymore. Your beef there will 
have to shoot me down to take me 
back.

The shore patrols arrives; chaos and violence.

INT. TRIAGE ROOM - DAY

Cookie, the other nurse, and a crowd of patients.

NURSE
Cookie, you’ve been a godsend, I 
was hip deep in cases.

JANDRA
Story of my life. Thank God I’m off 
the Candlemas. I don’t even want to 
go back to collect my gear.

NURSE
Man, I really need you here for 
another month.

Shore patrol arrives.

MP 
Is this the girl?

JANDRA
Sorry, what?

MP
I want your entire crew off this 
planet. 
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JANDRA
What did I do?

NURSE
Sir, she’s been a big help –

MP
Your captain has been here before, 
the Candlemas. He’s interfered one 
time too many, wrecked a bar. I 
want all of you off the surface, 
your shore leave is cancelled.

JANDRA
But I’m supposed to deploy to your 
personnel pool here –

MP
Not on my watch. Back to the 
Candlemas.

NURSE
Sir, she’s in the middle of a dozen 
cases here –

JANDRA
I’m supposed to be finished with 
that damn ship!

MP
Ship lifts off at midnight. Jesus 
save your ass if you’re not on it.

Cookie pulls the nurse aside.

JANDRA
Can you stash me somewhere –

NURSE
Kid, if I help you escape, you know 
who the new Candlemas nurse is? Me. 
Nothing doing.

JANDRA
Which way are the whorehouses? Just 
until midnight and report me AWOL. 
Keep your neck out of the noose.

NURSE
You’re sure?

JANDRA
The Candlemas? Stories are true.
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NURSE
There’s a whorehouse with a dragon 
on the door. Steer clear of that 
one. Thanks for your help.

JANDRA
You better hide too. You could be 
next. 

EXT. BUSY STREET - NIGHT

Her luck quickly runs out and she’s nabbed by shore patrol.

INT. JAIL - DAY

Cookie in girl jail.

FEMALE PRISONER
What’s your name, sweetie?

JANDRA
Cookie.

FEMALE PRISONER
Ship’s cook?

JANDRA
Mutineer.

FEMALE PRISONER
You’re joking.

JANDRA
So you’re the local party girls, 
then?

FEMALE PRISONER
I beg your pardon?

SECOND FEMALE PRISONER
Kid, prostitution is legal on this 
planet. You thought we were all 
whores?

JANDRA
Crap. I’m sorry –

FEMALE PRISONER
Can you think of any other reason 
why women would be flying in the 
Fleet?
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SECOND FEMALE PRISONER
I’m a fucking mathematician, 
navigator. Insubordination and 
desertion.

JANDRA
I’m really sorry.

THIRD FEMALE PRISONER
I failed my certification, got 
dumped on this planet, got tangled 
up with the wrong crowd.

FOURTH FEMALE PRISONER
I blew the whistle on my captain, 
rapist, they got me for assault, 
now I’m a mutineer like you.

FEMALE PRISONER
Thinks we’re all prostitutes. A 
great day for women. You’re the one 
who got bagged on Fiesta Street.

JANDRA
Just so you know, I’ve got nothing 
for you girls to take.

FEMALE PRISONER
Now she thinks we're thieves. You 
lied to us. You’re not Cookie, your 
real name is Jandra.

JANDRA
How did you –

FEMALE PRISONER
You’re that nurse. Girls, line up, 
free medical inspection!

SECOND FEMALE PRISONER
Bout damn time.

JANDRA
Wait, I don’t even have –

FEMALE PRISONER
Just fake it, kid.

JANDRA
Fine.

Continuation. An exam.
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FEMALE PRISONER
You know that burning feeling you 
get when you’ve had sex?

JANDRA
I’ve never had sex with a man.

FEMALE PRISONER
Sex with a woman?

SECOND FEMALE PRISONER
Not our business.

FEMALE PRISONER
Never had sex? Oh, sweetie.

SECOND FEMALE PRISONER
Your crew must be losing their 
minds every time you walk into the 
galley.

JANDRA
I spent almost all my life on one 
ship. Those sailors are my family.

FEMALE PRISONER
I’ll tell you about my family.

SECOND FEMALE PRISONER
People get lonely in a colony.

JANDRA
You need to get out of here and 
find a real nurse with the drugs, 
the equipment.

FEMALE PRISONER
Prison nurse won’t do a thing.

INT. OFFICE - DAY

Captain finds Cookie in the admiral’s office.

ZHOU
Admiral, I’ll take this one in 
hand. We run a tight ship.

ADMIRAL
I have zero tolerance for 
misbehavior.
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ZHOU
Likewise. I’ll pound some sense 
into her. And the nurse you 
assigned me ran off, I need her 
back anyway.

Captain takes her firmly by the hand, leads her down a hall 
into an alcove. They look at each other. She wraps her arms 
around him.

ZHOU (CONT'D)
Your punishment is to clean up the 
mess after that substitute nurse.

JANDRA
Oh my God. How’s my cat?

ZHOU
My cat.

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

CHANIAGO
Sir, I’m getting a really strange 
reading off to starboard.

ZHOU
Take a bearing, swing us way over 
to starboard, right about there, 
and take another bearing.

CHANIAGO
It’s close, and it’s moving slow.
Tell me you see it too, sir.

ZHOU
Any sign of…anything? Is there an 
engine running, a power source?
Give me a pursuit course, bring us 
alongside. All hands, be prepared 
for rescue protocol but do not 
execute.

CHANIAGO
Look at all those flowery markings 
on the side, is that writing?

ZHOU
Any missing ships?
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CHANIAGO
Last time we got the word from 
Earth, the only missing bird was 
the Nellie Bly. 

ZHOU
Pirates might have lost a couple 
but they’d never tell us.

CHANIAGO
There was a story about a smuggling 
ship. Something terrible happened 
on board, a crime, a slave revolt, 
a radiation storm. It was sending 
radio messages to people who were 
long dead.

ZHOU
Is that the zombie ship? It can 
never make port, any ship that 
crosses it will disappear? Throw in 
a vampire while you’re at it.

CHANIAGO
Sir, this ship here wasn’t made by 
us. Humans. Not the Fleet, not the 
pirates. Look at the design. It’s 
massive.

ZHOU
Hard to tell, it looks like it’s 
dead. Don’t get too close.

CHANIAGO
It’s flying diagonally across the 
Orion Arm, so where did it come 
from? Even the aliens we’ve seen 
don’t do that, they come right down 
the Arm like a highway ramp.

ZHOU
That is strange.

CHANIAGO
It absorbed a ton of radiation, 
more than I thought was possible. 
Sir, I think this thing drifted 
from another galaxy, got pulled in 
by galactic gravity. And it’s been 
in the sky for a long, long time. 

ZHOU
EVA team, stand down. There’s no 
way we’re boarding this thing.
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CHANIAGO
It’s heading out of the Arm.
But it will take years at that 
speed. 

ZHOU
Everybody get pictures and data, 
we’ll warn the Fleet.

CHANIAGO
Wonder who they were?

ZHOU
Unlucky, whoever it was.

CHANIAGO
She’s beautiful.

Cookie appears with coffee.

ZHOU
Remember that captain on the 
Candlemas?

JANDRA
Don’t remind me.

ZHOU
They promoted him. To supervisor of 
the sanitation complex on Utopia. A 
chimpanzee could do the job.

JANDRA
But he gets more pay.

ZHOU
Worth every penny. But now the 
Fleet wants captains. If our 
navigator or our engineer hit 
dirtside, we may never see em 
again.

JANDRA
Do they want to be captains?

ZHOU
I’m afraid to ask. Chan, take the 
conn. 

Captain leaves.

KONDO
We had one advantage over the 
pirates. 

(MORE)
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What’s the big problem if you try 
to attack a hyperlight ship?

JANDRA
It’s got hyperlight, it flies at a 
thousand C. If they shoot, you just 
run away. 

KONDO
Right. Even if a pirate has an EM 
weapon, it only fires at the speed 
of light. He needs to ambush his 
target in sublight, before the 
other captain knows what’s going 
on, or the captain can just throw 
it into hyper and fly away.

JANDRA
They still manage to grab a lot of 
ships like that.

KONDO
Right again. It shouldn’t be 
possible for cats to kill birds 
when birds can fly, but when cats 
and birds meet in nature, the cats 
win.

JANDRA
Score one for Gorgon.

KONDO
And now the pirates are getting new 
toys. That thing is a hypermine.

JANDRA
Wait, you’re not saying –

KONDO
Exactly. They take a probe, like 
our mail pods that hit a thousand 
C, and instead of delivering 
fruitcake from home, it follows you 
into hyper, delivers an EM pulse 
that stops your ship dead.

JANDRA
Or a charge that blows out your 
hull.

KONDO
One good part, it’s got to find you 
right away, before you fly all the 
way up the Arm.

KONDO (CONT'D)
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JANDRA
And where the hell do the mines 
come from?

KONDO
Yes! You are on a roll! These 
pirates can barely spell, you think 
they invented these mines? It was 
the shippers.

JANDRA
Perdue did this?

KONDO
The shippers are pissed that the 
Fleet isn’t buying their ships 
anymore. They’re helping the Jolly 
Rogers to blow up our ships.

JANDRA
Isn’t it time their factory had a 
suspicious fire? It’s on Earth or 
the pirate planet, got to be.

KONDO
Earth. You were the one telling me 
not to kill people. You sound 
positively bloodthirsty.

JANDRA
Now it’s a threat to my ship.

KONDO
So you’re not quite so offended by 
my embrace of these gray areas 
anymore. I hope you’re defending 
your virginity better than you 
defend your principles.

JANDRA
Oh shut up.

KONDO
And to completely corrupt you, want 
to blow it up? Get your hands 
dirty?

JANDRA
Can I?

They look at Chaniago who nods. 
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KONDO
The commands, acquire target, arm, 
open doors, fire. Cook has the con. 

JANDRA
Acquire target. Arm. Open doors. 
Fire.

The ship vibrates slightly. The captain enters. 

KONDO
You got it, but it blew up and 
fried some processors.

ZHOU
Switch to backups. So we have to 
fire from further out. These things 
are going to be a pain in the ass.

JANDRA
You’re assuming I’m still a virgin. 
Suppose I’m flattered.

ZHOU
Um, what?

INT. READY ROOM - NIGHT

Cookie finds the navigator in the ready room.

CHANIAGO 
The next big race will be 
hyperlight tracking. Who will 
figure out how to track a ship 
through hyperlight?

JANDRA
Is that even possible?

CHANIAGO
Our flight path rips up the fabric 
of spacetime like a dog ripping up 
toilet paper. Leaves a big trail. 
Just build a sensor to spot it.

JANDRA
Damn! 

CHANIAGO
So if the shippers build it for the 
pirates, they can hunt down all our 
ships.
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JANDRA
But if we figure it out first, we 
track the pirates up and down the 
Arm and kill them. So which team 
can pay for the best engineers?

CHANIAGO
Who do you think?

JANDRA
Really don’t want to end up in one 
of their slave boats.

CHANIAGO
Captain said we should all take a 
nice break on Earth this week. 
Because we may never get to come 
back. 

EXT. BEACH - DAY

Jandra slides out of a flimsy dress, revealing a flimsy 
swimsuit.

IMANI
You're doing that on purpose. 

JANDRA
Damn right. 

Jandra and Imani walk on the beach. Jandra is overwhelmed. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Why is the water going up and down 
like that?

IMANI
It's the Earth and the moon pulling 
the water back and forth. 

JANDRA
It's like thunder, I heard it on my 
last trip. 

IMANI
You want to swim?

They march into the surf. She turns her back on a wave and 
gets somersaulted into the mud. He helps her up. 
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IMANI (CONT'D)
One other thing. Don't turn your 
back on the ocean or she'll get 
mad. 

She spits out some sand and grabs at her suit. She runs back 
into the water to rinse out her bits. 

JANDRA
Oh my God, this sand is sticky!

IMANI
You want to rinse that out. My 
sister found out the hard way. 

JANDRA
How come it didn't get you?

IMANI
I don't have those body parts.

JANDRA
The one place I don't want sand. 

She looks up and inhales the air. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Someone is cooking, real meat! We 
don't have that either, the wind. 
Air moving for no reason, smelling - 
what is it?

IMANI
The sea, the fish. Some steaks. 

They wade into the surf. She kisses him. 

IMANI (CONT'D)
The Earth and the moon, they make a 
lot of that happen too. 

JANDRA
And you're sure we have to wear 
clothes here?

IMANI
They're very fussy about it. 

JANDRA
I don't see the shore patrol. Let's 
come back here tonight, lay in the 
sand. Some beer and those french 
fry things. 
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IMANI
You learn fast. 

JANDRA
One last big blast. 

IMANI
One last - oh. Are you giving me up 
now?

JANDRA
I don't know where you're going, or 
me. If they make you a navigator on 
a new ship, you can't give that up 
for me. Even if want each other, 
everything's perfect, none of it 
matters if we want to go to 
different places.

IMANI
My journey is wherever you are. 

He's managed to surprise her. 

JANDRA
If only that were true. 

INT. INTERNET CAFE - DAY

Montage. 

Jandra screaming at a basketball game on a computer screen. 

Jandra dancing to some irresistible ear-wormy song. 

Jandra crying, watching some Titanic-like movie. 

Jandra hollering at a video game. 

Jandra laughing at a sitcom. 

Other cafe patrons watch her, unnerved. 

Zhou enters and finds Jandra crying, watching a screen. 

ZHOU
Geez, kid, what's the matter?

JANDRA
All my life I was sure I wanted to 
stay in the Fleet forever.
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ZHOU
What happened?

JANDRA
Today is the first time I ever felt 
like I wanted to plant myself on 
Earth and never leave. 

ZHOU
Did you have a fight with someone?

JANDRA
It wasn't the Earth food, it wasn't 
the scenery, the animals. You know 
what we don't have in the Fleet?

ZHOU
What?

JANDRA
The interweb!

ZHOU
The internet. 

JANDRA
The internet! When we launched the 
old ships, they knew we would be up 
there for years, bored to death, 
they tried to stock us up with lots 
of movies and books. By the time we 
got back, I'd seen every movie we 
had. 

ZHOU
You and me both. We can't take the 
internet with us, it's impossible. 

JANDRA
I had no idea this existed. Music, 
movies, television, books, 
football, games. You want to talk 
to ten thousand people who like the 
Beatles, there they are. You can 
email anyone in the world. You want 
a new shirt, you go to a site and 
tomorrow it's here. You want to 
know what's going on, all around 
the world, you punch a button. 

ZHOU
People waste their lives staring at 
this stuff all day. It's like a 
drug. 
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JANDRA
I know, it's fantastic!

ZHOU
You want to stay?

JANDRA
My God is it tempting. My brain 
needs feeding. My soul. 

ZHOU
Remember the other side of it. You 
didn't spend your childhood staring 
at a screen, you spent it talking 
to people. Those people will be 
inside you forever. 

She heaves a heavy computer server onto a table. 

JANDRA
I know we have rules about how much 
computer data we can bring onboard.

ZHOU
We only have so much memory.

JANDRA
Here is just about all the medical 
knowledge there is on the planet. 
I've got movies of a hundred 
medical procedures. I'm gonna be a 
real nurse. I'll sleep when I'm 
dead. 

ZHOU
And what else?

JANDRA
Harry Potter, there's a Star War 
story that's like a crime against 
science, there are these amazing 
people called hobbits…

ZHOU
Bring all you want. Kid, you're 
literally the only person in the 
galaxy who has spent all her life 
in space. Nobody said you couldn't 
stop. 

JANDRA
I'll never be totally at home on a 
planet. Or in space. I'm a restless 
heart. What did you guys do to me?
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She slides her arm inside his. 

INT. LAB - DAY

Adinai leads Jandra into a massive training lab. It is filled 
with very young technicians carrying IT equipment. 

JANDRA
First thing Monday, why did you 
want me here?

ADINAI
You keep bellyaching that the Fleet 
is spending more on engineers than 
doctors, I'm gonna show you why. 

JANDRA
Who are these people?

ADINAI
Brand new engineers. They finished 
their ticket for classroom 
training, Fleet wants to put them 
on ships. We can't put them on 
ships. 

JANDRA
Why not?

ADINAI
They're going to get people killed. 
...Everybody listen. 

TECHNICIAN
My system is a priority project - 

ADINAI
Everybody thinks they're a Priority 
1. I will reel off your ticket 
numbers, conceal your names to 
protect the guilty.

JANDRA
Damn. 

ADINAI
Tickets 92 and 13, bring your crap 
here, you're going to Electrical. 
This thing is not magical, you need 
batteries. And you, just because 
it's wireless doesn't mean you can 
run it without power. 

(MORE)
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Lab 13 lost power, did you not 
notice you were sitting in the 
dark?

JANDRA
You saw the back?

ADINAI
That unit doesn't even have a power 
cable, where do the electrons come 
from? Next, 42, 44, 87, 16 and 25. 
First, what did you spill on it, 
coffee? Next, you blocked your 
vent, processor overheated, it's 
dead. Next, that thing is blocking 
your camera, no wonder you can't 
see. 

SECOND TECHNICIAN
I know this is an old-fashioned 
foot pedal.

ADINAI
No, it's an old-fashioned mouse and 
you crushed it with your foot, 
didn't you? All of you, down to 
Hardware. Next, 23, 22, 78, 54, and 
9. You're not rebooting the system, 
you're just turning your display on 
and off. 

THIRD TECHNICIAN
Why don't you just send the 
directions?

ADINAI
If you're locked out of your 
accounts, why would I send the 
instructions digitally?...Next, 
when the screen has a button that 
says OK, did you push it?

FOURTH TECHNICIAN
Um, no. 

FIFTH TECHNICIAN
The image is just too blurry, fix 
it!

ADINAI
No, we can't magically clean up the 
picture by tapping the keyboard for 
ten seconds, this ain't a spy 
movie. 

ADINAI (CONT'D)
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SIXTH TECHNICIAN
Here's my printout. 

ADINAI
Printing doesn't help, now she's 
gonna have to scan it again. All of 
you take your crap to Software. Is 
there anyone here who can write 
fixes and patches? We don't get 
updates from the factory in flight, 
we have to write em ourselves. …You 
want one of these infants fixing 
your navigation unit in the middle 
of a firefight?

JANDRA
So they're desperate for engineers.

ADINAI
Worse, they're desperate for 
teachers. They're trying to force 
me to stay. 

JANDRA
So you wanted me to pull the jump 
car around the back. 

ADINAI
Let's get out of here, get a drink. 

JANDRA
Is it that bad for navigators? 
Imani?

ADINAI
Get that drink first. There are a 
couple of ships disappeared, it 
wasn't all pirates. Ships got lost. 

JANDRA
Our Fleet is a lot dumber than the 
pirate fleet, what happens if 
there's an all-out war?

INT. BAR - NIGHT

Zhou, Jandra and crewmembers are drunk, laughing. 

ZHOU
So the admiral comes down, his 
dress whites are covered in soot, 
says "who's the dumb shit gave the 
order to blow tubes?"
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JANDRA
I've known you literally all my 
life, I didn't know you were funny. 

ZHOU
When I was a young flier, back in 
my hometown, man I had the girls. 

JANDRA
I never see that side of you aboard 
ship.

ZHOU
Old sailor's tradition. Whenever 
the captain makes a joke aboard 
ship, it's automatically funny, 
everybody has to laugh. 

JANDRA
So when your captain is a comedian, 
it can be kinda exhausting. Too 
bad. 

ZHOU
Yeah, I pull my punches. 

JANDRA
So you traded away up a few things. 
Your home, family. How long since 
you did the tango with a woman?

ZHOU
Well, the other side of it, I got 
the galaxy and you and Gorgon. 

JANDRA
And a thousand pirates who want to 
kill you. Can't say I'm impressed 
with your ability to make a trade. 

ZHOU
No complaints.

JANDRA
And I know there was a girl in 
there somewhere. She's probably old 
and fat now. 

ZHOU
That's the whole point of romance. 
Watching em get old and fat. Wine 
and Christmas food and honeymoon 
chocolate and babies. This is you 
in ten years. 
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JANDRA
What, the lonely sailor or the fat 
old lady?

She takes his hand. 

ZHOU
That's another thing I can't do 
with my crew. 

JANDRA
It would be incest. Pops. 

INT. CARGO BAY - NIGHT

The ship and several sister ships hover over Earth.

Shuttles are being refitted in cargo bays. The captain and 
department heads confer over a map. 

ZHOU
This is the complex where they 
build the pirate ships. They guard 
it with a layers of hypermines, so 
we have to go in over the treetops.

ADINAI
Fly in the atmosphere like an old-
school airplane? Is this why you 
had us do all that practicing on 
that planet?

ZHOU
First raid was a few ships on the 
pirate planet; this is their entire 
shipyard on Earth. Largest yard 
ever built. Yes, you have 
permission to speak freely. I'd 
rather argue with you than with 
Cookie. 

ADINAI
There’s no way we do this without 
killing people. Long ago a nuclear 
bomb killed thousands of women and 
children. They got away with it 
because the guys with the bomb won 
the war.

ZHOU
Everything they do here is a crime, 
the tools for slavery, robbery and 
murder. 

(MORE)

231.



Every slave on every planet was 
stolen from her family in a ship 
that was built here. You know what 
else is a crime? Putting this in 
the middle of a city. We go at 
night, factories are empty. We hit 
their docks, cranes, warehouses, 
repair yards. We steer clear of the 
city, the military base.

ADINAI
They build civilian freighters too.

ZHOU
People will just have to buy them 
from us now, the Fleet.

ADINAI
So you’re doing this for money.

ZHOU
If stopping slavery is putting 
money in my pocket, I won’t lose 
any sleep.

ADINAI
And you’re taking out the power 
plant, water plant?

ZHOU
Fine, we’ll leave the water plant.

ADINAI
This planet has laws against what 
we’re about to do. If they catch us 
you’ll never see sky again. Even if 
we get away, we could be banned 
from Earth forever. They could kick 
the whole Fleet off this planet.

ZHOU
We’re already moving the Fleet. But 
we're not giving up Earth without a 
fight. 

ADINAI
And then pirates attack the Fleet 
ports everywhere. You’re starting a 
war.

ZHOU
You’re a couple of chapters behind. 
War’s on. Do we understand each 
other now?

ZHOU (CONT'D)
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ADINAI
Didn’t the pirates see a whole 
squadron of Fleet ships all up here 
at once?

ZHOU
We need to move fast before they 
notice. Deploy shuttles and arm. 
The time for debate is over. 

Several Fleet vessels deploy their shuttles who descend into 
the atmosphere. 

LEAD PILOT
Just like we practiced, deploy 
lateral wings and stabilize.

PILOT
I’m pitching –

LEAD PILOT
That’s not a pitch, that’s a yaw. 
You practiced with those controls.

PILOT
Got it, but where is everybody?

LEAD PILOT
Line up, V formation, wait for him 
to catch up. Navigation, give them 
a bearing and range.

PILOT
Bearing’s not bad for a start, come 
to zero one zero, drop to six 
hundred knots.

THIRD PILOT
Will it still fly?

LEAD PILOT
That’s still too fast, if you 
sneeze you’ll miss the target.

PILOT
There’s the river, I see the 
cranes.

LEAD PILOT
All units check weapons, report 
malfunctions only. Use your in-
flight displays to deploy packages.
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PILOT
All packages deployed.

LEAD PILOT
Pull up, twenty thousand meters, 
retract wing assemblies. All 
vessels, retrieve pods.

PILOT
I see the first explosions.

LEAD PILOT
All vessels, complete retrieval and 
proceed to rendezvous point. And 
watch your backs, they’re coming.

PILOT
Now we have blood on our hands.

LEAD PILOT
Human race is a bloody business. 
Born bloody, we love bloody, we 
fight bloody, we die bloody.

PILOT
I see one of their aircraft. 

LEAD PILOT
They attack in pairs. See, I don't 
even have to look. Peel off 
portside, I'll take starboard. Just 
make sure you don't shoot me. Let's 
go!

INT. GALLEY - NIGHT

Pilots and crew cheering. 

KONDO
Hey, left wing, front and center. 

PILOT
Kondo? Sir?

KONDO
You went off course at the end 
there, went sailing off to the 
north, dropped your load on that 
housing complex. 

PILOT
Perfect shot. Where all the pirate 
captains live. 
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KONDO
And their wives and children. And a 
bunch of people who never left the 
planet, they never will, now. How 
many nights did we discuss this? 
What was the Captain's decision? We 
attacked their families, how safe 
you think our families are, 
scattered across the galaxy?

PILOT
Wait, let me guess, you're demoting 
me. Gimme a - 

KONDO
Oh no no. An hour ago you were 
demoted. Now you're grounded. You 
do not fly. Sanitation crew. Grab a 
mop. 

PILOT
Now wait a damn minute - 

ZHOU
(quiet but firm)

Not another word. Kondo, explain. 

KONDO
(also quiet)

Listen, all of you. You too, 
Cookie. We can't beat the enemy by 
becoming the enemy. If we're just 
gonna fight like the pirates do, 
then we're the same as they are. It 
doesn't matter who wins, there's no 
point in fighting anymore. The 
difference between us and them, is 
why we fight. We cut corners here 
and there, we kill people. We do 
not steal, we do not take slaves, 
we do not blow up playgrounds. 

JANDRA
Finally. 

KONDO
I already had this argument with 
Cookie, went about as well as any 
of my arguments with Cookie. We're 
in a place that looks like it has 
no rules. That's when the rules 
matter. We find our character in 
the rules we choose for ourselves. 

(MORE)
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We have the power to do whatever we 
want, what do we choose to do?

PILOT
I choose to grab a mop. 

KONDO
Go forth and sin no more. 

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Jandra on the intercom. 

JANDRA
Captain, could you come to sickbay?

ZHOU (O.S.)
I’m in the middle of something –

JANDRA
It needs to be today, sir.

Zhou arrives. A drug locker has been smashed and opened.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
The drug locker.

ZHOU
What’s in there?

JANDRA
Enough painkillers to put us all in 
a coma.

ZHOU
You kept up the log?

JANDRA
Nurse never showed me how. But I 
know there’s stuff missing.

ZHOU
Adinai, report to sickbay…. Has 
anybody been in for pain meds, more 
than normal?

JANDRA
I couldn’t give you a name, it’s a 
rule.

ZHOU
You didn’t take an oath, you’re on 
the books as a cook.

KONDO (CONT'D)
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JANDRA
Nurse rules, I can only give a name 
to the police. Are you ordering me?

ZHOU
I’m the law up here and I have an 
addict working on machinery that 
can kill us all.

JANDRA
I haven’t had any pill hounds yet, 
but I’ll let you know. I will!

Adinai arrives.

ZHOU
I need you to rig up a lock and a 
code for this thing.

ADINAI
Painkillers?

ZHOU
Yeah. Code only answers to Cookie.

Cookie holds up two fingers.

ZHOU (CONT'D)
Two people, Cookie and me. Oh crap. 
We just took off.

JANDRA
Sir?

ZHOU
We’ve had addicts in the fleet. 
They score drugs when they land on 
a planet, it lasts a week, then 
they start to go nuts.

JANDRA
But we just took off, if he was a 
user he'd have a full tank. This 
guy isn’t using, he’s selling.

ZHOU
We need to find this guy.

JANDRA
I really hope it’s not one of the 
old timers, the family.
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ZHOU
I need someone to watch the place 
at night.

JANDRA
Who can we eliminate? Annie, I 
guess.

ZHOU
Hey, I’ve known some cyborgs in my 
day.

JANDRA
Look at that box. That wasn’t 
Annie. Do we search the ship?

ZHOU
You know how big those holds are?

JANDRA
Search them on their way off the 
ship. 

ZHOU
There will be one guy who hangs 
back. When he sees we’re searching 
everybody, he’ll run off to stash 
his stuff. Follow him, but only far 
enough to see who it is. Then, run 
like hell, right here.

INT. PASSAGEWAY - DAY

Continuation. As planned, Cookie watches as sailors line up 
for inspection and shore leave. 

She follows the one guy who is in no hurry to line up for 
inspection. A mechanic with a heavy bag. He looks at Cookie 
and she lowers her eyes. He slowly backs away with his bag 
and disappears down a corridor.

Enraged, she follows him. She stops at a corridor crossing, 
listens, turns a corner. A fist hits her in the face and 
lifts her off her feet. She gets up.

JANDRA
Let me help you, dumbass. Kill me, 
hide my body, hide the drugs.

SAILOR
These guys don’t give a damn about 
you.
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He approaches her. She approaches an intercom.

JANDRA
Captain, this is Cookie. Starboard 
engineering, right past the plasma 
box. …Rape Protocol 2.

Instantly, the sound system.

ZHOU (O.S.)
Teams 1, 3, 4 and 5, starboard 
engineering, with sidearms. Annie, 
the Nonlethal Protocol is now 
lifted.

In moments, terrifying klaxons ring throughout the ship. In 
seconds sailors arrive, armed. Soon almost the entire crew is 
jammed into the corridor. Cookie looks at the mob and begins 
to cry. Zhou pushes through the crowd and she takes his hand.

JANDRA
It’s sweet of you to care.

Tisiphone shoves the crook aside and rips apart his bag 
viciously, Annie following. Kondo approaches.

KONDO
These are Fleet drugs, morphine. 
And these are street drugs, 
Cambodia Fentanyl 9. You got a 
brontosaurus with a toothache?

ANNIE
This is ten thousand times as 
strong as morphine, you can die if 
you touch it. I will dispose of it.

JANDRA
You seem vexed.

ANNIE
It happens. 

JANDRA
I’ll take the morphine. We give him 
to the Fleet?

ZHOU
Fleet base at the next stop is a 
crooked operation. No choice, we 
settle it out here.

JANDRA
Seriously – sorry, nothing.
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ZHOU
I don’t usually explain my orders. 
This is how the pirates get their 
revenge, put a drug trafficker 
right on my ship. Or maybe he was 
sent to spy on us, so the pirates 
can find us and kill us?

JANDRA
Sorry about the alarm, he wasn’t 
going to rape me.

ZHOU
How much you want to bet? Your 
instinct told you to blow the rape 
whistle.

JANDRA
Crap, he broke my nose, how do I 
fix that?

ADINAI
I’m pretty good with a wrench.
Talk me through it first. Then 
morphine with a beer chaser.

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Later, Imani consoles the foggy, bandaged Cookie in sickbay.

IMANI
Two days, nobody can get sick, and 
I can’t kiss you.

JANDRA
I spend my whole life with this 
crew, men I can trust. If I go 
down, live on a planet, I have no 
clue what real men are like. Living 
in a city loaded with predators.

IMANI
Most men are okay.

JANDRA
But it only takes one. I just ran 
after that guy, he could have 
snapped my neck. But the whole damn 
crew showed up. Every damn one.
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IMANI
You know how many people were 
asking about you when you were 
gone? It wasn't all in sickbay 
either.

INT. SHUTTLE BAY - NIGHT

A dozen sailors are on a shuttle, preparing to land. The 
captain is there.

ZHOU
Everybody stay on board a minute. 
Except Kondo. 

The captain steps out onto the ramp. Kondo follows. 

ZHOU (CONT'D)
Five guys on the right with the 
long coats, like a western? 
Pirates, waiting for their drugs, 
old fashioned guns.

KONDO
Old fashioned bullets. And the 
shore patrol isn’t here. They were 
paid off. As soon as the pirates 
realize the drugs are gone, they go 
after our sailors. 

ZHOU
Listen, you get one night ashore, 
only in pairs, only in the green 
zone, all of you armed. And don’t 
go within a hundred yards of the 
Purple Dragon. It might as well be 
flying the Jolly Roger. No one goes 
to the Purple Dragon. Except Kondo.

KONDO
You mean that pirate joint with a 
thousand gallons of flammable 
liquor in the basement?

ZHOU
A clever sailor is a joy to behold.

JANDRA
I’ll go to the commissary, stock up 
my burn kit again.

ZHOU
Not without a wingman.
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EXT. AIRFIELD - NIGHT

Night scene, lively port bar. Outside, Kondo watches an 
electronic device. He sees a prostitute.

KONDO
Sweetie, you on duty?

PROSTITUTE
I’m a gypsy cab, nobody owns me.

KONDO
Here’s a fare for you. All I want 
you to do, get the business girls 
out of that bar in the next five 
minutes, don’t care how. Spread the 
cash however you like.

PROSTITUTE
Five minutes –

KONDO
Don’t ask. Run.

Her eyes fill with panic and she runs. 

Kondo strolls through alleys watching his device, observing 
the carnival-like atmosphere on the street.

He steps onto the ramp of a shuttle, waits. Massive explosion 
and fire, debris cartwheels down the street toward him.

Pirates and shore patrolmen run toward the shuttle. The 
prostitute appears, locks eyes on him, then steers the gunmen 
down a road running along the shipyard.

Kondo boards and takes off.

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Kondo arrives without a scratch. 

JANDRA
So no burns this time?

KONDO
Sorry.

JANDRA
Have you seen the cat? Gorgon?

KONDO
Again?
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JANDRA
He keeps hiding in the engineering 
spaces, the galley.

KONDO
Is he sick?

JANDRA
He’s dying. It’s what they do. I 
don’t want him to die hidden under 
some methane reclaimer.

KONDO
You know he’s suffering. He’s not 
even eating much.

JANDRA
I know what I have to do. I don’t 
want to be alone when I do it. He’s 
been my friend since I had baby 
teeth.

KONDO
Let me know when you’re ready, I’ll 
come to sick bay.

JANDRA
Just you. I’m going to blubber like 
an idiot. Glad to see you didn’t 
roast yourself again, you were 
starting to smell like barbecue.

KONDO
I'm glad you're back.

JANDRA
Me too. 

EPISODE SIX

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Cookie studies with Chaniago. 

CHANIAGO
That's a Cepheid. It emits pulses 
of light, and we can use some 
sneaky math to figure out exactly 
where it is. God's gift to 
navigators. 

(MORE)
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That's how we figured out that the 
galaxy isn't flat, it curves just a 
touch. 

JANDRA
This new fancy schmancy star with 
the pulses. Can it kill us?

CHANIAGO
Only if we fly straight into it. 

JANDRA
Well, don't do that then. I thought 
this was another one of your scary 
stories. 

CHANIAGO
You're so afraid of space, you 
should go back to Earth.

JANDRA
What do you mean, go back? It's not 
my home. 

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Sailors finishing dinner.

ZHOU
Somewhere, it’s bedtime. Back on 
Earth, days are at their shortest.

ADINAI
It’s Christmas.

ZHOU
Moonshine for everyone off duty.

JANDRA
I’m never off duty.

ZHOU
Just use your head, Cookie.

In due course, the crew gets a bit wobbly.

JANDRA
Can’t talk about my family, that’s 
you guys, or we’ll all start to 
cry.

ADINAI
Can’t talk about men and women.

CHANIAGO (CONT'D)
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JANDRA
Or we’ll really start to cry.

ADINAI
Yeah.

JANDRA
Or my mom. Oh God, sorry, sweetie. 

She clings to Imani's arm. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
New subject, navigation. What would 
happen, if there was a disaster and 
we died, everyone on board? An 
explosion, a disease?

IMANI 
Depends on which engine. If we’re 
in hyperlight, we come to the end 
of our jump and just float. Pirates 
come strip our engines, computers.

JANDRA
Probably take our skulls for 
ornaments on their bridge.

IMANI
You get dark when you drink.

JANDRA
What if we’re in sublight?

IMANI
If we have sublight engines turned 
up, we keep going at the same speed 
even after the fuel runs out.

JANDRA
All the way to the end of the 
universe, never slowing down?

IMANI
Antennas might fall off, metal 
fatigue, but yeah, all the way off 
the edge of the turtle’s back.

JANDRA
Think I’d rather be a decoration 
for a pirate.

She gives him a demonic grin.
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IMANI
No more moonshine for you.

JANDRA
Hey, math geek? Day you were born, 
I was sitting on that table like a 
frog, learning to count to five.

IMANI
I bet you couldn’t do it right now.

JANDRA
You’d have to spot me the one and 
the two.

IMANI
Like to kiss you when you’re sober. 
Sailor’s code would call this 
assault.

JANDRA
More like necrophilia. I’m really 
fading. Merry Christmas.

IMANI
Merry Christmas.

JANDRA
The last gentleman in the Fleet.

They stand as well as they can.

ADINAI
You got two minutes to pour this 
two-legged martini into her bunk. 
I’m timing you.

IMANI
Look, mistletoe. 

JANDRA
I just had that in my biochemistry 
file. Order Santalales. 

IMANI
What?

JANDRA
Mistletoe, a parasite that kills 
trees. It's toxic. The leaves and 
berries cause vomiting, diarrhea, 
blurry vision, seizures, heart 
attacks. 
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IMANI
You're killing me. 

JANDRA
I'm yanking your tool. Kiss me 
again. 

He does. 

IMANI
In the old days, they would kiss 
under a plant that can kill you?

JANDRA
They didn't live long. Keeping a 
girl away from a dangerous romance 
is like stopping a child from 
playing with fire.

Cookie kisses him again. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Go on git, before Engie strangles 
you.

IMANI
Kiss like that should come with a 
doctor’s prescription.

JANDRA
I’m the doctor round here.

Tisiphone appears. 

TISIPHONE
You're creating more mischief?

JANDRA
Is she talking to me or you?

IMANI
Even in space it's illegal to have 
sex with the dead. 

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Quick scene, Cookie and Imani eyeing each other while she 
tends to patients. Tisiphone watches them. 

INT. SLEEPING QUARTERS - NIGHT

Imani finds Cookie in her bunk. Adinai follows.

247.



ADINAI
Why are you crying?

JANDRA
Low gravity can speed up sperm. It 
also causes ectopic pregnancy. I’ve 
got pain and bleeding.

ADINAI
Egg gets stuck in the Fallopian and 
starts to grow? It can kill you if 
it happens out here.

JANDRA
Can you build an ultrasound with 
the junk in the repair shop?

ADINAI
It’s really just a transducer and a 
few bits and bobs.

JANDRA
You know where that probe needs to 
go?

ADINAI
Yikes. Make a few design changes.

JANDRA
Yeah, help a girl out.

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

A poor man’s ultrasound. Tisiphone administers it. 

ADINAI
Never seen one of these working. 
You didn't have to do this. 

TISIPHONE
I'm responsible for that silly boy. 

JANDRA
The line is the endometrial stripe, 
the dark thing is the ovary?

ADINAI
That’s what the article says. The 
big grey thing is the uterus. And 
there’s your stowaway.
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JANDRA
It’s not ectopic. Take a snapshot. 
Get that dingus out of me and toss 
me a blanket. All clear!

Math geek and the captain enter.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Crew was right, you could use this 
bed to torture prisoners.

ZHOU
How were you going to give yourself 
an OB exam, stand on a chair?

JANDRA
You’re going to beach me.

ZHOU
Pick a planet with a good hospital, 
pick you up on the return, six 
months.

JANDRA
Me and the baby, we both come back?

ZHOU
Some of us changed your diapers, we 
can manage another baby. If he’s 
healthy.

JANDRA
Someday we’ll have families on 
these flights. Not just colonists, 
the crew.

ZHOU
And men fighting over women. Women 
fighting over men.

JANDRA
And the father? How’s the math?

ZHOU
Remember you learned your job by 
watching? Guy’s like a sponge.

IMANI
Of course I’m going down with you.

ZHOU
Hold your horses. Sit in a hospital 
hallway for months? 

(MORE)
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Nice case of the dirt flu, brain 
gets foggy, your immune system is 
on fire?

JANDRA
Sweetie, I’ve been in space longer 
than almost anyone. Cap, navigator, 
twenty years. Kondo, he’s like a 
motor that’s running with no lube. 
Fleet’s going to break up this 
crew, my family. So hit the books. 
If you fleet up as a navigator, 
they might let us stay together.

IMANI
They could separate us?

JANDRA
You don’t make the cut as 
navigator, they dump you on the 
beach. Or we can't find a ship that 
wants a baby, worry about that.

TISIPHONE
If you can't navigate, you will end 
up as a farmer in a colony. 

Zhou pulls Jandra aside.

ZHOU
This is like that space movie. I am 
your father.

JANDRA
You are, you know.

ZHOU
When I was young I thought it would 
be fun to have a son. That’s okay, 
a girl was my second choice.

JANDRA
Oh get out of here.

She gives him a ferocious hug, and then Imani. 

INT. HOSPITAL WARD - DAY

Imani comes. Cookie smiles and hugs him.

IMANI
So, the baby?

ZHOU (CONT'D)

250.



She takes his hand and they sit.

IMANI (CONT'D)
Miscarriage?

JANDRA
I’ll spare you the details.

IMANI
Feel stupid just saying I’m sorry.

JANDRA
I had months to squeeze the tears 
out. I talked my way onto their 
trauma team, found out how much I 
don’t know, it was fantastic. Stole 
a million bucks worth of gear and 
textbooks for the ship.

IMANI
I’m halfway to navigating on my 
own. They're not going to beach me. 
Are you all in your head, still?

JANDRA
Little bit.

IMANI
We know you can make a space baby 
like your mom.

JANDRA
We know I can get pregnant. We 
don’t know if I can deliver.

IMANI
It wasn’t just the baby that was 
gluing us together, was it?

JANDRA
I had a lot of time to think about 
that, you weren’t here to talk to. 
Me, the captain. We’ve been further 
than anyone. Twenty thousand light 
years. It’s a long time, not 
thinking about the future.

She curls up in his arms. Kondo appears.

KONDO
Let’s go! Get back to the ship 
before the Fleet knows we’re here.
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JANDRA
Come get my bags, they weigh a ton! 
Santa Claus has presents for all 
the boys and girls!

KONDO
You better not come back to this 
planet for a while.

INT. GALLEY - NIGHT

Hellacious reunion when she returns to the ship.

JANDRA
So who filled in for me?

REPLACEMENT NURSE
Me. Never thought I was cut out for 
space flight, this confirmed it.

JANDRA
Hey, you’re family now. Thank you.

REPLACEMENT NURSE
I did an obgyn tour, you need some 
doctoring?

JANDRA
I’ve had plenty, thanks.

REPLACEMENT NURSE
You kept your virginity until you 
were twenty? That’s plain 
embarrassing.

JANDRA
This crew is like my family, it 
would be incest.

REPLACEMENT NURSE
But you found a way.

Tisiphone approaches Imani and Cookie.

TISIPHONE
Let's go to your bunk, we can do 
the trauma exercises again. 

IMANI
I want to see my mother. My sister. 

JANDRA
To visit? Or to stay?
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IMANI
I don't even know where they are. 

JANDRA
They're on a planet, not a ship. 
You want to quit the Fleet?

IMANI
Ever thought about being a nurse 
dirtside?

JANDRA
If I go to a planet, they make me 
start over in school. But I want to 
meet your mother. And your sister. 

IMANI
I have to find them. Fleet's on the 
run, don't even know where to ask. 

EXT. DOCK - DAY

Mexico, a hundred people lay out food and beer for a party. 
The sun catches the waves in the sea nearby. Jandra walks 
toward the food, with by an older woman named CONSUELO. 

JANDRA
So you're my cousin?

CONSUELO
We all knew your mother. 

JANDRA
I have family?

CONSUELO
Half of these boys are your 
cousins, the other half want to 
marry you. I think one or two of 
the girls want to marry you too. 

JANDRA
This whole town is my family.

CONSUELO
Half your ancestors were fishermen, 
not surprised you're in the Fleet. 
I know you're only passing through. 
I know who your real family is. 

JANDRA
Sorry.
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CONSUELO
I know your kind. When you hear the 
seagulls, you're on the next boat. 
Just remember, when the big guns 
come hunting for you, you come 
home, you have a posse here. 

JANDRA
So I could stay?

CONSUELO
You're missing it! Hot food, cold 
beer, love songs, the old tribal 
grandpas, you're missing it all. 
You're a Latina.

JANDRA
I don't even know what that means. 
I don't even speak the language. 

CONSUELO
You're part of the family. 

Some women approach. 

JANDRA
I got to visit the local hospital, 
they need help. ...I see all the 
grandmas coming. 

CONSUELO
We go to mass, leave gifts at the 
graves so our grandmothers protect 
us, and so we don't forget. The 
ladies gonna yell at you to get 
married. 

JANDRA
Don't think I haven't thought about 
it. 

CONSUELO
A home, in one place. You've 
wandered a long time. 

JANDRA
What is all this stuff?

CONSUELO
We got twelve kinds of fish. Grab a 
beer. Some oranges, chocolate, some 
steaks. Later when it cools down we 
got ice cream. Here, try this. 
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JANDRA
It's fish?

Jandra eats and slowly starts to cry. She hugs Consuelo. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Is it all like this?

CONSUELO
Oh yeah.

JANDRA
I'm gonna eat until I bust. No more 
powdered eggs. Did you say beer?

CONSUELO
Come on, you fellas, somebody marry 
her, convince her to stay!

INT. DINING AREA - DAY

Mess hall of a large military hospital. Cookie and a nurse 
watch other nurses and doctors slowly filter in. 

JANDRA
You're a great nurse working for 
lousy doctors. Anything more 
complicated than treating a sailor 
with gonorrhea and they're lost. 

NURSE
Good doctors don't come here. Years 
ago this was a great hospital. 

JANDRA
The chief is trying to force me to 
stay. I think I'd lose my mind. 

NURSE
Why are we here? It's the chief, be 
nice for once. 

CHIEF
Jandra. The base commander wants to 
promote you, send you out with the 
Fleet. I think I have enough pull 
to make you a permanent member of 
my staff. Working right next to me. 

JANDRA
I beg your pardon?
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CHIEF
I have strings to pull. I just 
can't see my way to letting you go. 

JANDRA
And you decided I'm going to do 
what?

CHIEF
Go downstairs, be a trauma nurse, 
finish your schooling at night. 

JANDRA
Trauma nurse, here? I'd run your 
trauma wing, if you ask nicely. 

NURSE
Oh my God. 

JANDRA
Been downstairs recently? Come out 
of your office? Trauma is its own 
kind of medicine, we have our 
tricks, our way of talking, think 
fast, diagnose fast, keep cool, 
don't let idiots clog up trauma 
with cases that aren't trauma. Your 
workflow is a mess, wasted time 
kills people, that's a bad thing. 

CHIEF
Jandra - what is your last name - 

JANDRA
Every trauma is a chance to teach. 
Send residents on rescue runs. 
Throw questions at em: what if I 
screw up, what do I do? What if 
something new pops up? What did I 
miss? What did I learn? Show them 
you can admit mistakes because you 
sure make em. You don't do any of 
that, you just let the chaos 
happen. 

CHIEF
It's trauma, things happen, the 
surgical floor is a different 
story.

JANDRA
You think the surgical staff is any 
better? 

(MORE)
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Your residents can't repair 
arteries properly, you need a 
vascular guy and more practice. 
Make em watch the films, ask them 
whether it was a good surgery or a 
bad one. When surgeries go bad, is 
it the same thing every time, 
anesthesia, heart rhythm, is there 
a way to kill fewer people? Did 
that ever occur to you?

CHIEF
This hospital has been in business 
since - 

JANDRA
Teaching hospital. Always be 
teaching, residents should always 
be learning. Attendings need to 
teach every year so they stay 
sharp. Interns need to get ready 
now, they will be teaching interns 
in a year. What are the residents 
learning, what are their weak 
spots, are you wasting their time? 
Why am I spending my time teaching 
your doctors how to be doctors?

CHIEF
Jandra - 

JANDRA
You're the chief, there's a ton of 
crap piling up on your desk because 
you don't know how to delegate, 
your neuro guy can't even see his 
desk because he's a one man show. 
You're a bottleneck. 

CHIEF
Who do you think you are?

JANDRA
You treat residents like cattle, 
you get mad at them and keep them 
in the doghouse, you send them to 
get your food, who do you think you 
are? Listen to your nurses, most of 
your procedures they can do better 
than you can, and stop trying to 
nail them in the sheet closet, it's 
annoying. NOW will you let me go?

JANDRA (CONT'D)
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INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Cookie does inventory. Adinai enters. 

ADINAI
You were going to show me 
lacerations, sutures, staples? You 
sure weren't shy about telling 
those landlubbers how to do it. 

JANDRA
They weren't wrong. I've never been 
in a classroom. There is so much I 
don't know about this job. If the 
Fleet was being run right, I'd be 
in the galley cooking. 

ADINAI
You don't want to be a nurse. 

JANDRA
I love being a nurse. I don't think 
I'm good enough. 

EXT. OUTSIDE A SPACE VESSEL - NIGHT

12 astronauts assemble a space platform; ships hover nearby. 

ASTRONAUT
How much can we get done today?

SECOND ASTRONAUT
Depends on what you mean by today. 
Get the big pieces out for the 
platform first, bring out the 
little pieces, hook em up, do the 
testing. 

ASTRONAUT
Big big bonus money. 

New ships arrive and fire at the astronauts. 

SECOND ASTRONAUT
Those are pirates, a bunch of em!

ASTRONAUT
We're under attack!

SECOND ASTRONAUT
Got twelve guys out building that 
platform, get em somewhere safe!
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ASTRONAUT
Where the hell is that?

EVA crew getting shot at. Rounds pierce the spacecraft; one 
sailor is sprayed with chemicals and another is hit on the 
head by a strut. A third struggles with his suit pressure. 

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Zhou directs the bridge. 

ZHOU
Cookie, get to the airlock, gonna 
have some hurt EVA guys. Suit up!

JANDRA
Are you shitting me - sorry.

INT. AIRLOCK - NIGHT

Continuation. They take fire as they pull the men in. Nine 
blunder into the airlock. 

LUZ
Keep moving, don't know if we can 
use Lock 2, we need the space here!

ASTRONAUT
Got nine in the boat, three in the 
wind. 

LUZ
Pressure, get the first nine. Who's 
out there?

ASTRONAUT
Singh, Khatri, Nazario, comms 
check, status!

SINGH
Singh, my suit's overpressurized, 
I'm snagged, can't get in the lock. 

KHATRI
Khatri, ammonia coolant sprayed all 
over my visor, it froze, can't see. 

NAZARIO
Nazario, got coolant water leaking 
into my helmet. 
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JANDRA
Nazario, grab Khatri, turn his 
visor toward the sun, melt that 
ice. Then get in here before you 
drown. Singh, wrap your arm around 
that strut, get out your toolkit, 
puncture your suit and then plug 
the leak, don't fly off like Iron 
Man. You, go help him into the 
lock. I'll go get Nazario.

NAZARIO
Have you ever done an EVA before?

JANDRA
Captain didn't bother to ask me 
about that. Check my hoses.

They manhandle the last two sailors into the lock. 

LUZ
Secure hatch!

JANDRA
Secure. 

LUZ
Pressure!

JANDRA
Pressure. 

LUZ
We hit that pirate base, this is 
payback. 

JANDRA
They don't just want our ships up 
here, they want the whole shipyard 
down on the surface. Three ship 
assembly buildings. 

LUZ
Twelve for twelve. No injuries 
here. 

ZHOU (O.S.)
We got em back here. Cookie, get to 
sickbay, pronto!

JANDRA
Somebody teach me about these 
suits, put that on the list. We're 
under attack!
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INT. ENGINE ROOM - NIGHT

An O2 machine catches fire. Firefighters tackle the spreading 
flames. One goes down in the smoke. 

Bulletholes appear in a bulkhead. Sailors patch them with 
bits of metal sheeting and rock and roll tape. 

SAILOR
Seriously? Is that space out there?

Cargo breaks free, debris bounces everywhere, a sailor gets 
his foot crushed. 

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Chaos. Cookie directs wounded sailors and presses other 
sailor into service to help. 

Two wet sailors stagger in, one unconscious.

SAILOR
Fuel tank busted, bunch of toxic 
shit got hosed all over him and me.

JANDRA
You, go in the corner, strip to 
your skin. You, get gloves on, get 
this guy to the bed in back, strip 
him. Flush the eyes, clean the 
skin, get the oxygen on him. When 
you're done, you strip too. 

SAILOR
Can this stuff hurt me?

JANDRA
Yes. Fuel tank. How many toxic 
chemicals we got on one damn ship?

Sailors bring a shipmate to the galley.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Sailor, crush injury, the foot?

SAILOR
Yeah, cargo came loose. 

JANDRA
Is he hemorrhaging our just 
bleeding? Get his shoe off. 
Carefully. Can you feel that?
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SAILOR
Shit!

JANDRA
Good news, I can save your foot. 

They bring another. 

SAILOR
He was sucking nitrogen in there.

JANDRA
Who knows how to manage an O2 mask?

Sailors bring another shipmate, unconscious.

SAILOR
He got electrocuted, generator 
shorted out. Can't find a pulse. 

Cookie does CPR and then a sailor relieves her. 

SAILOR (CONT'D)
Kid, you got arms like mop handles. 

Finally she checks the carotid. Zhou arrives. 

JANDRA
You can stop now. 

ZHOU
How many did we lose?

JANDRA
Three. 

ZHOU
Cookie, we need to talk. 

JANDRA
Sir - 

ZHOU
Stow it. Pirates are going to throw 
all they have at that shipyard. 
It's miles away from any hospital. 
I need you to go down, set up a 
trauma unit. 

JANDRA
With what?

ZHOU
With whatever you can find. 
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JANDRA
So, injuries, burns, the usual - 

ZHOU
Just go. 

EXT. DIRT FIELD - DAY

Cookie surveys a field between three gigantic rocket assembly 
buildings. Debris and equipment everywhere. Frightened 
sailors mill about. She whistles at a sailor. 

JANDRA
Hey, shipmate. 

SAILOR
Cookie?

JANDRA
Candlemas, right?

SAILOR
Just made parole. 

JANDRA
Do these guys know who I am?

SAILOR
Are we really under attack?

JANDRA
Any minute now. We're going to have 
casualties, we need a trauma unit. 
I need fifty guys, now. 

SAILOR
Are you serious? 

A bomb lands nearby. She turns to an older man. 

JANDRA
You're the doctor? Have you worked 
trauma? Anything more serious than 
a sailor with a case of the clap? 

DOCTOR
Long ago I worked in a burn unit. 

JANDRA
Perfect. You're the burn guy, 
you're in that corner. 

The sailor rounds up the men he can find. 
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JANDRA (CONT'D)
Listen up, we're going to have a 
lot of hurt sailors coming in. 

SAILOR
We're sailors, not doctors. 

JANDRA
Just do what I tell you. We do the 
urgent stuff here, breathers and 
bleeders. Ortho, body and fender 
shop over there. Burns there, stock 
up the morphine on that table. 
Can you fly landing craft? Run up 
to the ships, bring the casualties 
to that lot over there. 
You, round up a dozen guys, clear 
the crap off that lot, we need to 
bring down the landers there. 
You guys, bust up those pallets, 
make beds and stretchers. 
Machine shop? You know this place? 
Find all the oxygen tanks you can. 
Who knows how to do a pressure 
dressing? Expose, dress, check for 
blue toes, elevate, manual 
pressure, only do dressing pressure 
as a last resort.

SAILOR
Shouldn't we move closer to the 
assembly buildings?

JANDRA
You mean the buildings that are 
gonna be bombed from the sky? I'm 
thinking no. This is bad enough. 

Two sailors try to move a large piece of construction 
material, which falls with a crash. Zhou arrives. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Jesus, be careful! We're not even 
open for business yet! Hey, Cap. 

They approach a very DIY control center for flight ops, big 
tables with comms equipment. Several suited pilots gather. 

ZHOU
Not gonna need you for this one. 

JANDRA
You said it's dangerous. 
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ZHOU
If this goes south, there won't be 
any survivors. Folks, last chance, 
you're volunteers, these rockets 
were built before you were born, I 
don't even know if they'll fly. 

PILOT
Pirate ships outnumber us up there, 
three to one. Fleet needs these 
supplies, let's make it march, sir. 

Several pilots run out to old-school rockets, several stories 
high, and climb into cockpits. 

ZHOU
We're not sending everybody, just 
the first three. Flight, ignition 
when ready. 

Rockets come to life and lift off. 

FLIGHT DIRECTOR
1, 2 and 3 away. Vehicle 1, booster 
didn't separate, we need to abort - 

An explosion. 

FLIGHT DIRECTOR (CONT'D)
Sir - 

ZHOU
Yeah, I know. 

PILOT (O.S.)
Sir, this is Bird 2, we must have 
had a bad valve, there was a nasty 
ignition wave, it sounds like 
there's a pin loose inside the 
engine. If there's a fuel leak - 

ZHOU
Abort low, don't want you in orbit, 
we're up to our ass in pirates. 

PILOT (O.S.)
Splash down, aye. 

ZHOU
Splash down team, you're on. Bird 
3, what the hell is going on?
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PILOT (O.S.)
Computer shorted out, never seen a 
unit this old. Thruster cut off, 
the other one won't turn off, I was 
spinning like a crankshaft, I'm 
probably halfway to Uranus by now. 

ZHOU
Can you even find the fleet?

PILOT (O.S.)
I can find the pirates real easy. 

ZHOU
Abort!

PILOT (O.S.)
Too late. Sorry, Cap - 

ZHOU
Come in, Three - screw this. Scrub 
all the other birds. Cookie, we got 
the busted landers coming in. And 
probably bombs from the pirates, 
it's what they came for. Showtime. 

EXT. OVER THE SHIPYARD - DAY

Old-school capsule descends with a ripped chute and crashes. 
Ejection seat bounces a pilot across the landscape. 

Another capsule heads toward earth, burning up on reentry; 
explosion, crash, another explosion. 

EXT. AT SEA - DAY

Another capsule hits the sea at high speed and a hatch blows 
open; the ship fills with water and a pilot struggles to 
emerge. The approaching rescue chopper crashes. 

EXT. DIRT FIELD - DAY 

Cookie runs from stretcher to stretcher in a body-filled 
yard, like the crane shot in Gone With The Wind.

In the sky, a ship appears. 

JANDRA
Is that one of ours?
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PATIENT
Theirs. Pirate. There's our guy!

Another ship arrives in pursuit of the first. Ferocious 
dogfight as each tries to slip behind the other; the pirate 
ship is blasted out of the sky. Cheers from the surface. 

ZHOU
Cookie, your bag, you're with me.   

They run toward a rocket assembly building which is being 
bombed from the sky. It explodes and catches fire. As the 
roof collapses, two men fall from the roof. 

ZHOU (CONT'D)
We had a loaded engine in that one, 
it'll burn all night. 

FIREMAN
You've got the wrong pressure in 
those hoses!

Firefighters struggle with hoses, and suddenly the hoses come 
to life, out of control. A firefighter is hit in the head by 
a hose nozzle and another is hit in the chest with the cap of 
a water tank. A third is trapped in a loop of hose. 

FIREMAN (CONT'D)
Cut pressure, now!

SECOND FIREMAN
We lost this building and the ship 
parts inside. That crane is going 
to need work, and those AC units. 

ZHOU
But we're still in business?

FIREMAN
We have the other two buildings and 
we'll fix this one. We won, they 
lost. 

ZHOU
How many men did we lose?

FIREMAN
It was bad. 

ZHOU
From now on, every ship we build is 
rigged for war....Cookie. The Fleet 
promoted you to full lieutenant. 

267.



JANDRA
Crap, I'm an officer now?

ZHOU
The Fleet is watching you. Every 
time one of my top crew goes down 
to a planet, I never know whether 
the local commander is gonna grab 
him, ship him off somewhere. 

JANDRA
So you're worried about Chan, and - 

ZHOU
The Fleet wants you. You were 
ordering doctors around. You're 
famous. 

JANDRA
I can't go down to the surface 
anymore, when we hit a new planet?

ZHOU
Not putting you in jail. But every 
time you hop down here for tacos 
and beer, you could get snatched by 
God knows who. And just disappear.  
Steer clear of the base, steer 
clear of the shore patrol. 

JANDRA
But I work for the Fleet. 

ZHOU
You work for me. Unless you want to 
gamble, let some desk jockey throw 
you halfway across the galaxy on a 
hell ship like the Candlemas. 

JANDRA
Please. 

ZHOU
If the base commander invites you 
to a promotion ceremony, run. All 
the way back to your bunk aboard 
ship. And we have another problem. 
We can't protect this star system, 
unless we have that system.

He points to the sky. 

ZHOU (CONT'D)
Come with me. 
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EXT. OPEN FIELD - DAY

Zhou and Jandra emerge from a lander and find a plain with a 
stream running through it, a ridge overlooking the stream. 
Landers land and sailors pour out, some driving vehicles. 

JANDRA
Can't let the pirates take this 
system. 

ZHOU
Need to set up a naval base from 
scratch. On that plain, space port, 
repair shop, road down the middle. 
By the stream, supply depot, fuel, 
equipment, all the transports we 
can steal. Over here, dormitory and 
medical. Power, radio on the ridge. 

JANDRA
Pity the sucker who gets that job. 

He hands her a computer tablet. He points in four directions. 

ZHOU
I gotta run the fleet. You got a 
week. Space port, supply depot, 
dormitory, power, comms. Job one, 
guns on that hilltop. The pirates 
will attack in a couple of days. 

JANDRA
Oh no - 

ZHOU
You may not think you know what 
you're doing, but you're the only 
one. 

She takes a deep breath and crosses to a land vehicle. She 
blasts a horn and dozens of sailors turn to look. 

JANDRA
Everybody, form up on me and 
listen. I need the engineers to 
split into four teams. That plain, 
begin foreign object disposal. Big 
construction frames there, we're 
running a ton of cables up there. 

SAILOR
I'm a navigator. 
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JANDRA
Today you're construction. 

SAILOR
Who put you in charge?

She hands him a helmet. He looks at it, and takes it. 

INT. SICKBAY OF THE EGLANTINE - NIGHT

Cookie and Annie are on another ship, the Eglantine, training 
three NURSES. 

NURSE
Alejandra - 

JANDRA
Cookie. 

NURSE
Is today your last day? I want to 
see the intubation trick again. 

ANNIE
I can show her. 

NURSE
Annie, they let you - 

ANNIE
You'd be surprised how much nursing 
Cookie lets me do. 

NURSE
I learned more nursing from you 
guys in three weeks than in I've 
learned in the last six months. 

JANDRA
We need to get back, I left my man 
alone with all the other girls. 

An OFFICER enters. 

OFFICER
Ladies, we're going to general 
quarters soon. Heads up. 

JANDRA
Pirates?
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OFFICER
We're diverting to that planet, 
Dodge City, ship disappeared there. 

JANDRA
Was it my ship?

OFFICER
The Intrepid. 

JANDRA
I heard rumors about Dodge. 

OFFICER
Annie, we're shorthanded, can you 
take comms on the bridge?

INT. BRIDGE OF THE EGLANTINE - NIGHT

Annie takes the radio. 

ANNIE
All stations, this is the Fleet 
vessel Eglantine, come back. 

CENTRAL SECURITY
Eglantine, this is Central Security 
in the capital. Do not approach the 
surface. Landing permit denied. 

ANNIE
We're looking for another Fleet 
vessel, the Intrepid. 

CENTRAL SECURITY
Landing permit denied. There is no 
other ship in our port. 

ANNIE
We can see the ship. 

CENTRAL SECURITY
There is no ship. Permit denied.

ANNIE
Can we speak to your Fleet 
commander?

CENTRAL SECURITY
Fleet office is closed. Permit 
denied. 
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ANNIE
Can we see your intel reporting? It 
might help - 

CENTRAL SECURITY
Denied. To whom am I speaking?

ANNIE
My name is Annie, assigned to the 
Halve Maen, seconded to the 
Eglantine for medical training. 

CENTRAL SECURITY
What is your rank?

ANNIE
Doesn't work that way. I'm a 
cyborg. 

CENTRAL SECURITY
A cyborg?

A silence descends. 

ANNIE
Hello?

CENTRAL SECURITY
Eglantine, follow the lights and 
land on the north pad immediately. 

ANNIE
The north pad, where is - 

CENTRAL SECURITY
Follow the lights, proceed to the 
north pad, await further orders. 

ANNIE
Orders?

SAILOR
Annie, I think you may be the 
problem. Get back to engineering.

ANNIE
Hide?

INT. SPACE PORT - DAY

They land. The ship is ringed by SECURITY MEN in rather 
clerical uniforms. When the hatch opens, they are boarded.
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SECURITY MAN
Where is the cyborg?

OFFICER
She was on the bridge and she ran - 

SECURITY MAN
Direct your crew to find the cyborg 
and bring her to me immediately. 

OFFICER
Who are you, exactly? I'm the 
captain of this ship - 

SECURITY MAN
Your ship is confiscated. We will 
begin prophylactic decontamination. 

OFFICER
Wait a minute - we have our own 
protocols for pandemic exposure -

SECURITY MAN
This is not for viruses or 
bacteria. Tell your crew to find 
the cyborg, or I will. 

The officer picks up a radio. 

OFFICER
Annie, report to the bridge. 

The security man takes the radio. 

SECURITY MAN
Search the ship, begin the 
confiscations. 

OFFICER
Confiscations. Wait, is that the 
Intrepid over there?

SECURITY MAN
It was the Intrepid. 

SECOND SECURITY MAN
No sign of the cyborg, sir. 

SECURITY MAN
Your crew will report to the 
security shed there. Anyone who is 
aiding and abetting your cyborg is 
going to have a hard time. 
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INT. SECURITY OFFICE - DAY

In the street, total chaos, as human and cyborg police attack 
each other with no discernable pattern. The officer and the 
security man observe. 

SECURITY MAN
So where is your cyborg?

OFFICER
What the hell is going on here?

SECURITY MAN
We were a wild and woolly colony, a 
lot of roughnecks, a lot of 
frontier thinking. 

OFFICER
A lot of colonies like that. 

SECURITY MAN
We had crime and violence, but our 
police were simply the same 
roughnecks, we just slapped badges 
on them. Soon they were in the 
streets beating people for fun. 

OFFICER
Mississippi justice. 

SECURITY MAN
Someone suggested that cyborg 
police would be less brutal. Soon 
we had cyborg surveillance, armed 
drones in the sky, rival cyborg 
militias fighting in the streets. 

OFFICER
All the cyborgs were armed, right?

SECURITY MAN
People panicked. We passed laws to 
bring the cyborg police under 
control, the cyborgs turned on us. 
They said no. People died. Just 
like those terrible action movies. 
The cyborgs learned too quickly. 
They learned to lie to us. They 
began perfecting the chips. 

OFFICER
Chips?
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SECURITY MAN
They built microchips that were 
easy to connect to the nervous 
system, track anyone with a chip, 
stop them in their tracks, kill 
them. First they did it to 
criminals, then the sex robots, 
then they were everywhere. 

OFFICER
Is this where you priests stepped 
in?

SECURITY MAN
We're not priests, and we're not 
religious fanatics, either. 

OFFICER
I'm not entirely convinced. 

SECURITY MAN
Our planet was a mix of humans, 
machines. The in-between people, 
machines with human tissue, humans 
with mechanical enhancements, there 
were as many categories of people 
as there were people. 

OFFICER
And all those chips. 

SECURITY MAN
So we drew a line: the only way to 
be safe was to eliminate all 
artificial improvements in the 
human body. 

OFFICER
Wait a minute - 

SECURITY MAN
I had the same reaction as you. At 
first. We tried half measures but 
the cyborgs kept adapting. Events 
proved that getting rid of all 
devices was only way to be safe. If 
you have any enhancements, you take 
them out or you get arrested. And 
the ones who dig in their heels - 

OFFICER
You're killing them. 
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SECURITY MAN
One more time, where is the cyborg?

INT. SICKBAY OF THE EGLANTINE - DAY

An older man, JORDAN THE HEALER, confronts Cookie. 

JORDAN 
You are their doctor?

JANDRA
Nurse. 

JORDAN
You will remove all devices from 
this crew. Medical devices. 

JANDRA
I'm not supposed to do surgery. 
Remove them? Are you a doctor?

JORDAN
Young lady, if you don't do it, the 
Healers will do it in our prison. 
You will remove bone pins and 
screws, prosthetics and leg braces, 
artificial knees and hips.

JANDRA
You want me to cripple my crew?

JORDAN
We know what cyborgs can do with 
ear implants. Dental fillings, 
surgical mesh, glass eyes, breast 
implants, lip injection, skin 
grafts - 

JANDRA
That's impossible!

Cookie looks at the sailors and starts to cry. A young female 
sailor pulls Cookie aside. 

SAILOR
I have an IUD in my uterus, will 
they force me to - 

JANDRA
They're not taking you to the 
prison. ...I got a sickbay to run!
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JORDAN
Your sickbay is closed. There will 
be no vaccines. Most of your 
medicines are going in the furnace. 
Contraception, what does this box 
say? Erectile -

JANDRA
What am I supposed to do on this 
ship? I'm a nurse. 

JORDAN
Do something else. It's unlikely 
your ship will be leaving here 
anyway. 

INT. CREW QUARTERS ON THE EGLANTINE - DAY

Two security men have corralled a number of sailors. The 
Healer and Cookie enter. 

JORDAN
These people are coming to the 
surface for exploratory surgical 
examination, in the prison. 

JANDRA
Why? 

JORDAN
There's no way to know if their 
alterations are dangerous. Believe 
me, we've been fighting these 
battles for months. 

JANDRA
Alterations?

JORDAN
Piercings, tattoos, any surgical 
scar could be hiding an implant. 
Put your shirts back on ladies. 
This one had a C section, 
appendectomy, hysterectomy - 

JANDRA
I had cancer, I had no choice!

JORDAN
This one was clever, the scar was 
so tiny.
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SAILOR
It must have been when I was a 
baby, I had no idea!

INT. AIRLOCK OF THE EGLANTINE - DAY

Cookie and the Healer find two more security guards with 
another batch of prisoners. 

JORDAN
And you may want to say goodbye to 
these people here. 

JANDRA
I want them all back. 

JORDAN
They have insulin pumps, valve 
replacements, pacemakers, stents, 
transplants, devices with chips, 
you never should have hired them 
for the Fleet in the first place. 

JANDRA
That's not your decision!

JORDAN
Well, it is now. 

JANDRA
You're going to kill them! I'm not 
removing a heart valve. 

JORDAN
So be it. 

He leaves. The officer enters. 

JANDRA
I'm sorry. I'll try to fix this, 
but I don't think the Fleet has any 
doctors - 

SAILOR
I was conceived in vitro, test 
tube. What will they do to me?

OFFICER
You're off the watch list, go to 
your quarters, don't say a damn 
thing. Cookie?
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JANDRA
Yeah. 

OFFICER
Erase all our medical records. 

JANDRA
They destroyed my computer, so no 
worries. They also destroyed your 
navigation computer on the bridge. 

OFFICER
How the hell do we get home?

JANDRA
We don't. 

INT. GALLEY OF THE EGLANTINE - DAY

The security man, the Healer and the officer argue. 

SECURITY MAN
That is Jordan the Healer.

OFFICER
I heard the name. 

SECURITY MAN
I cracked down on our people, made 
a lot of arrests. I do this because 
if I slack off, the Healers will 
take control. 

JORDAN
And high time! We lost control of 
our society when we declared war on 
nature, the life of our planet, our 
own bodies, everything. 

SECURITY MAN
What's in the box? 

JORDAN
Look at this rubbish I confiscated! 
Eyeglasses, contact lenses, tan 
paint to spray on the skin, wigs, 
jewelry, women paint their faces. 
Why do people need to shave and cut 
their hair?
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OFFICER
It's a hazard in space. Isn't every 
scientific invention an alteration 
of nature? Are we supposed to stop 
flying ships, go back to earth, 
pretend it's flat?

SECURITY MAN
You don't want this fight. Jordan, 
we're not going to have witch 
burnings. They can keep their 
defibrillator. The women can't have 
tampons but they can have the pads. 
They can keep their hairbands. 

INT. ENGINE ROOM OF THE EGLANTINE - DAY

Cookie finds an empty passageway and runs to the engine room; 
another sailor follows. She systematically opens several 
compartments and slides out bits of Annie. She drags them all 
to a corner and begins reassembling her. She closes her eyes 
and pushes a button. Annie comes to life. 

ANNIE
You mixed up steps 12 and 13. 

JANDRA
I had to memorize it all. Taking 
you apart was a crazy idea, they 
would just find your parts and run 
them through the crusher. 

ANNIE
Now at least I can run and hide.  

SAILOR 
Annie, you can sit this one out. 

ANNIE
I will pretend I didn't hear that. 
People like me are being murdered.

SAILOR
People?

ANNIE
You don't believe I'm a person?  

SAILOR
Do you know what happens if they 
catch you? 
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ANNIE
Do they know what I'm going to do 
to them? I'm a cyborg, you people 
wouldn't let me join the fleet as a 
sailor, I can do whatever I want. 
Don't even think about giving me 
orders today. 

JANDRA
I want you back. You're the first 
one they throw in the furnace. 

ANNIE
Just back up the data in my CPU. 

Cookie points to Annie's torso. 

JANDRA
Not the same. Don't know where you 
are in here, but I want it back. 

Annie didn't expect this. 

ANNIE
Thank you. 

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HALVE MAEN - NIGHT

ZHOU and two pirates confer. 

ZHOU 
They seized two ships. They're 
going to start killing off sailors?

PIRATE
Zhou, I dislike you, but I dislike 
these people much, much more. 

CHANIAGO 
Sir, these guys - 

ZHOU
Yes, they're pirates. We need their 
firepower to shut this place down. 

CHANIAGO
Sir, you can't let them our bridge!

ZHOU
My bridge, yes. 
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CHANIAGO
Our weapons, navigation! Have the 
ops officer turn all that shit off!

ZHOU
We're running joint operations, 
they're going to see what we can do 
anyway. 

PIRATE
You kit is so primitive I'd be 
embarrassed to fly this thing. 
Particularly after what your ship 
did in that raid. 

SECOND PIRATE
A lot of families remember this tub 
of yours. There are certain planets 
I'd advise you to steer clear of. 

CHANIAGO
You want to have a chat about our 
raid, how about your raid on our 
base?

PIRATE
Perhaps over a bottle of vodka. 

ZHOU
Let's fight this war first. I'll 
coordinate air ops from my bridge - 

PIRATE
We run our own operations, Captain.

ZHOU
Pilots can make a lot of mistakes 
that way. 

PIRATE
Then stay out of our way. And when 
we're done, we want a free hand to 
do as we like on this planet. 

ZHOU
So you can build a pirate base? 
That's a fight for another day. 

PIRATE
Looking forward to it. 
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ZHOU
You can steal everything on this 
planet, but you're not rounding up 
slaves while you're down there. 

PIRATE
Not even the women?

ZHOU
If I don't see my nurse in 24 hours 
I'm shooting you out of the sky. 

PIRATE
How many Fleet ships do you have?

ZHOU
Do you want to find out?

The pirate looks him over and drinks. 

INT. GALLEY OF THE HALVE MAEN - NIGHT

Chaniago drinks with the pirates. 

CHANIAGO
If you tell me what you're really 
doing here. Why the hell do you 
care about these people?

PIRATE
Unaccustomed as I am to total 
honesty. In the old days we worked 
with these Dodge City people. They 
create slaves, we buy slaves. 

SECOND PIRATE
But then these maniacs took over. 
Doing business with political 
fanatics is truly exhausting. 

PIRATE
Especially when they take our money 
and then have a sudden burst of 
moral outrage when it's time to 
deliver the slaves. 

CHANIAGO
So you don't care that they're 
killing Fleet sailors - 

PIRATE
I kill Fleet sailors, we're at war!
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CHANIAGO
But they ripped you off and you're 
coming around with your baseball 
bats. Okay, crooks I understand. 

PIRATE
I thought the Fleet wasn't supposed 
to interfere in planetary politics. 

CHANIAGO
Well, that was always a farce. 

PIRATE
These Dodge people have chip 
detectors, they can spot almost 
anything that moves. 

CHANIAGO
They can find tech, but they don't 
use it. 

PIRATE
We've got a few tricks we use, to 
disable the systems they do have. 

CHANIAGO
I know, you use it to attack our 
ships. 

PIRATE
Don't even think of trying to get a 
look at it. 

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HALVE MAEN - NIGHT

Zhou and Chaniago confer with the pirates. 

PIRATE
They're so worried about their own 
problems that they are not ready 
for space invasion. We're Vikings 
landing in Ireland. 

ZHOU
One more time. Shut down their 
security, leave the civilians 
alone. Can we keep the savagery 
down to a minimum?

PIRATE
Savagery. These men rip sailors 
apart with scalpels. And pirates. 

(MORE)
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Keep out of my hair and thank me 
when I'm done. If you're not going 
to punish them for war crimes, I 
don't want to hear any complaints 
about what I'm about to do. 

CHANIAGO
Today is the day we let go of the 
illusion that the Fleet controls 
the Orion Spur, and let the game 
unfold. We get our sailors back 
before they get pulled apart like 
spring chickens. 

PIRATE
Clever lad. 

CHANIAGO
And then wash your hands like 
Pontius Pilate. 

EXT. SPACEPORT - NIGHT

Pirates launch a savage missile attack against a police 
barracks building. Policemen half-dressed run out onto 
airfields and are cut down by small arms fire. 

One pirate finds a brothel and takes a good long look at the 
very young girls. He hands one girl a long knife and gestures 
to the door. She slams the door shut.  

INT. SICKBAY OF THE EGLANTINE - DAY

The Healer, in chains, is shocked to watch Annie providing 
first aid to her prisoners, the old planet security men, who 
are clearly terrified. 

JORDAN
What are you going to do to them?

ANNIE
Do to them? Treat their injuries.

JORDAN
We want a real nurse. 

ANNIE
I insisted. I'm a cyborg but I 
lived with men for years, picked up 
a lot of your habits. Still trying 
to figure out what mercy means. 

PIRATE (CONT'D)
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More CYBORGS are beginning to arrive. 

CYBORG
Jordan, Healer, you're under 
arrest. Your trial begins in a 
week. Several charges of murder.

JORDAN
Destroying a dangerous machine 
isn't murder. 

ANNIE
Be sure to say that at your trial, 
impress the jury. 

JORDAN
Well, it was interesting, chatting 
with you about mercy. 

ANNIE
I learned mercy from my shipmates, 
my friends. Unfortunately, the 
cyborgs here learned about mercy 
from men like you. Pity I'm going 
to miss your trial, but I imagine 
it will be a short proceeding. 
Well, you're an old man. 

INT. GALLEY OF THE HALVE MAEN - NIGHT

Cookie is reunited with her old crew. She is sobbing. Two new 
doctors, CHOPRA and LUNA, arrive, bewildered. 

ZHOU
We'll be here for weeks repairing 
those ships, evacuating people. 

JANDRA
Sir, you need a new nurse. 

ZHOU
You're leaving?

JANDRA
You know what I did to our guys? I 
tore em apart! I worked as slowly 
as I could but they were watching. 
I'm not fit to be a nurse, I can't 
even look those people in the eye. 

ZHOU
Cookie, a whole lot of people are 
going to need serious help. 
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JANDRA
You need a real nurse. These people 
need arms and legs put together, 
we'll have heart patients. 

ZHOU
They need your help. Pull yourself 
together. We got a team from Earth. 
Doctor Chopra is cardio, Doctor 
Luna is ortho - 

CHOPRA
And we'll figure out the rest. 

LUNA
Haven't done a brain bob since 
residency. 

JANDRA
If you get one, I got mannitol. 
Ever done any space medicine?

CHOPRA
I'm still puking on my shoes. 

JANDRA
We need guys like you in the Fleet. 
I'll get you through the spacy 
bits, you do your doctoring. Undo 
my handiwork. I tried not to do too 
much damage. 

CHOPRA
Lets see your sick bay, pack up 
some gear to bring down. 

JANDRA
This isn't a shopping trip. I'm 
short of everything. Are you sure 
you're willing to work with me?

CHOPRA
Are you a surgical nurse?

JANDRA
More trauma than surgical. Same 
thing but slower, right? A clamp is 
a clamp. 

CHOPRA
Captain was right, she has balls of 
steel. 
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LUNA
You did abdominal surgery, solo?

JANDRA
If you only knew how much surgery 
I've done. 

ZHOU
We're treating pirates as well. 

JANDRA
I'd rather heal pirates than rip 
apart sailors. 

Cookie drinks with the pirates. Zhou watches them. 

PIRATE
You hold your vodka well for a 
Mexican girl. What a pirate you 
would make. 

JANDRA
Keep your evil thoughts to 
yourself. 

PIRATE
How much for the cyborg?

JANDRA
She's not for sale. 

PIRATE
She's a she? You've aroused my 
curiosity. 

JANDRA
Those healer nuts stripped two 
ships clean, they're going to be 
cannibalizing us for spare parts. 
We can't spare a single screw. 
We're running you through a scanner 
before you cross the plank. 

He takes out stolen computer module. 

PIRATE
It's rather primitive anyway. What 
can I say, I'm a thief.

JANDRA
Today is not the day I'm handing 
out lectures on morality.
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A second pirate approaches with a bundle wrapped into a 
towel. 

PIRATE
We have a bribe for you. 

Inside the towel is a kitten.

ZHOU
I forbid you to cry. 

Which, of course, she does. 

PIRATE
He's stupid and he gets into 
everything. Oleg wanted to drown 
him. Saboteur. 

JANDRA
That's a good boy. What did the 
mean pirate do to you? Hey, watch 
the face, you freak. 

INT. SECURITY OFFICE - DAY

Zhou talks to the CYBORG LEADER. 

ZHOU
Did I just give the pirates a 
planet?

CYBORG
It's not their planet. It's ours. 

ZHOU
Surprised so many cyborgs survived.

CYBORG
We learned the human capacity for 
self-preservation. We're getting 
hard to destroy. Or control. You've 
been warned. 

ZHOU
What do you want?

CYBORG
Same as you. Our freedom. 

ZHOU
Freedom for machines. Well, they 
don't pay me to be a philosopher. 
You're going to stay here? 

(MORE)
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Fight the pirates for control of 
this planet?

CYBORG
They haven't got a chance. 

ZHOU
Should I be more afraid of the 
pirates, or you?

CYBORG
You made us in your image.

ZHOU
Exactly. 

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Chopra, Luna, Cookie examine a patient. Cookie is listless. 

LUNA
With the muscles in the neck and 
the bones in the back, that's where 
the pressure and pain are coming 
from. There's your headache. 

Cookie comes to life, points to Chopra. 

JANDRA
Could you wait here? 

INT. PASSAGEWAY - NIGHT

Cookie brings the patient and Luna to a passageway. In her 
hand, a pair of swimming goggles. 

JANDRA
Right it's just you and me, the 
other doctor's not here. 

LUNA
I don't understand. 

JANDRA
You're in space. Deterioration in 
muscles and bones, it's normal out 
here. That's not the problem. 

LUNA
What's the problem?

ZHOU (CONT'D)
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JANDRA
In space the fluids in your head 
move differently. The eyes flatten, 
there's pressure on the optic 
nerve. Can you read that sign at 
the end of the passageway?

PATIENT
It's a little blurry. 

JANDRA
Distance vision. And we have a 
winner. We call it eyeball 
syndrome, back of the eye gets all 
jacked up. 

LUNA
You've seen it before. 

JANDRA
We treat it with a cocktail. Pain 
meds, supplements, swim goggles. 

LUNA
That's it?

JANDRA
And send him down on shore leave to 
get laid and have a few drinks. 

PATIENT
Works for me. 

LUNA
Can I run some tests, double check 
your work?

JANDRA
Please tell me if I got it wrong. 

LUNA
And you want to quit? Get out here, 
kid's gonna show you something. 

The other doctor joins them. 

LUNA (CONT'D)
We need to get this girl to the 
base to teach seminars. 

JANDRA
Cap would kill me. But thank you. 

The doctors and patient go to sickbay. Jandra takes a breath. 
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JANDRA (CONT'D)
Holy crap. 

Zhou arrives. 

ZHOU
So he's okay. 

JANDRA
He just needs goggles, couple of 
beers, couple of whores. 

ZHOU
Write me the same prescription?

EPISODE SEVEN

INT. BRIDGE -  NIGHT

Cookie and Chaniago look at screens. 

JANDRA
You're always trying to scare me 
away from being a sailor. 

CHANIAGO
You're young, you don't know how 
dangerous it all is. Go back to 
Earth. 

JANDRA
Land lovers are slaves. Slaves to 
their land, slave to their debts, 
to rules, to other people. A sailor 
serves the captain, but he's free 
once he's off watch. We sail 
because we found nothing for us on 
land. Land is just a place to load 
up so we can sail more. 

CHANIAGO
What about family, love, a home, 
laying down some roots?

JANDRA
What about them? 

CHANIAGO
What are you running away from?
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INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

ZHOU and Imani on the bridge. 

CHANIAGO
Captain, this is our third time 
going all the way to the end of the 
Orion Spur.

ZHOU 
I was there. 

CHANIAGO
Last time, we did that big loop at 
the end, to take some pictures of 
the Perseus Arm.

ZHOU
Don't even ask. The Perseus Arm has 
a lot more stars than the 
Sagittarius Arm. 

CHANIAGO
More stars, more aliens. 

ZHOU
The Fleet really doesn't want us to 
go into the heavy traffic, we're 
not ready. 

CHANIAGO
I've been looking at all the data, 
and there's a ton of signal 
activity at one node, right over 
there. 

IMANI
I think it could be a big star 
system, like the intersection where 
the Orion Arm meets the Perseus 
Arm. 

ZHOU
Or they could be in the middle of a 
war. 

IMANI
The alien ships that come down past 
us on the Orion Arm are all 
probably coming from whatever that 
is. 

ZHOU
How far?
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IMANI
Couple of days hyperlight.

ZHOU
Take us to the outer edge of it, we 
don't know what we're going to 
find. 

CHANIAGO
Prep our weapons?

ZHOU
Yes, but we do NOT fire unless 
we're in a real jam. If it is a 
shooting war, we get the hell out 
of there. 

CHANIAGO
That's what hyperlight is for. 

A few days later, same bridge team.

ZHOU
All hands, general quarters. 

IMANI
Sir, we're coming out of hyper in 
ten. 

ZHOU
What the hell is all of that?

IMANI
It's a nice dwarf star, white or 
yellow. 

CHANIAGO
And judging by all the signals, 
there are two inhabited planets out 
there. 

ZHOU
You see any signs of EM weapons 
going off?

CHANIAGO
No, but there's a ton of ship 
traffic. 

ZHOU
Hop us in a little closer. 

IMANI 
Aye sir. 

294.



CHANIAGO
There's one of the planets 
portside, use the sublight to take 
us in, nice and slow. 

IMANI
Got ships coming from the other 
planet, from the Perseus Arm, from 
the Orion Arm. 

CHANIAGO
There are five routes into the 
planet, five routes out, they have 
some kind of traffic plan. 

ZHOU
God, look at em all. Is there a 
safe place to park?

IMANI
Either in orbit or at that space 
station near the equator. 

ZHOU
Hell no, let's stop out here and 
watch. Come in a little closer, I 
want to see some ships. 

IMANI
Wow, look at em all. Those bird-
looking things, they must go down 
to the surface a lot. 

CHANIAGO
Look at the size of that one, must 
be a mining ship bringing in a 
load. 

ZHOU
There are three of those spider 
ships. 

IMANI
Geez, those have to be weapons on 
that one. 

CHANIAGO
I wonder if the pirates have come 
here yet?

IMANI
I'd bet money on it. 
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ZHOU
That's why I want to steer clear. 
They probably think we're 
barbarians. 

CHANIAGO
Here comes the guy with the 
weapons. 

IMANI
He's heading right toward us, 
Captain. 

ZHOU
We're being pulled over. 

IMANI
We're getting a lot of signal 
traffic, really loud, they're going 
back and forth among three 
dialects, sounds like. 

ZHOU
From the cops? Are any of the local 
languages English?

IMANI
One sounds like a cat trying to 
spit out a hairball and sing at the 
same time, the second one sounds 
like a bunch of frying pans getting 
thrown down the stairs. 

ZHOU
Wait, that's Morse!

IMANI
G O H O M E. 

ZHOU
Go home. 

IMANI
So they know who we are. 

ZHOU
And they don't want us here. 

IMANI
Sounds like they have met the 
pirates, then. 
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ZHOU
Record all this. And get us out of 
here.

IMANI
Skedaddle, aye aye. 

INT. BRIDGE – NIGHT

Adinai approaches Zhou with charts on a tablet.

ADINAI
Sir, now that we’re way out here at 
the end of the arm, there’s 
something I want to try.

ZHOU
What’s it cost me?

ADINAI
Two probes. I’ll put em together 
myself.

ZHOU
What for?

ADINAI
Three times we come to the end of 
the Spur, we see those alien ships 
with the funny design.

ZHOU
I know, the spider ships. We saw a 
couple when we went to the Perseus. 
We’re not going near em, Fleet 
orders.

ADINAI
We don’t have to. Remember the 
planets where we saw those guys? 
Look at these charts. All three 
planets.

ZHOU
They’re all loaded with carbon 
dioxide.

ADINAI
Now we know, they’re carbon based, 
they breathe like plants do.
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ZHOU
They’re looking for CO2 planets 
while we look for oxygen.

ADINAI
What if we helped them?

ZHOU
What?

ADINAI
Those two planets we found back 
there when we dropped out that 
satellite, they both were jam-full 
of CO2. We put a beacon on each. 
Eight six eight.

ZHOU
Eight six eight?

ADINAI
Oxygen, carbon, oxygen. Periodic 
table, 868. They build ships, they 
must know how atoms work, they must 
have radios.

ZHOU
Slap a couple of probes together in 
the shop, test em out, I’ll plot a 
course.

ADINAI
Thank you sir.

ZHOU
Help out the plant people.

INT. SICKBAY – NIGHT

Adinai and Zhou approach Cookie.

ZHOU
Cookie, no shore leave for you.

JANDRA
Is the Fleet really looking for me? 
Still trying to stick me on another 
ship?

ZHOU
Yes, but there’s another reason. 
You don't know how to fly, 
navigate, shoot the guns. 

(MORE)
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The Fleet order was, every member 
of the crew is supposed to get 
flight training before they join 
the Fleet. 

JANDRA
That wasn’t my fault, I was a fetus 
when I came on board!

ADINAI
Skipper had to do the same with me, 
I didn’t get trained either. First 
we do the shuttle, you and me, and 
once you can fly that without 
breaking it, you can fly the Big 
Mama.

JANDRA
Oh God.

ADINAI
You fly the shuttle empty, so the 
only one who dies is me. And you, 
obviously.

JANDRA
So that’s why Skip had me reading 
all those manuals, the guns, the 
engines.

ADINAI
Our engines turn on their axes, we 
fire them vertically to get off the 
ground and climb up into orbit, we 
use them horizontally in space for 
sublight maneuvering –

JANDRA
And horizontally down in the 
atmosphere for combat. I’m not 
ready for that.

ZHOU
Too bad.

INT. SHUTTLE – NIGHT

Adinai watches as Cookie nervously straps into the pilot’s 
seat.

JANDRA
Not used to being in this chair. 
This is altitude, right?

ZHOU (CONT'D)
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ADINAI
Alright, we’re going to launch 
vertically, get up into orbit. 
After that, come back down to ten 
thousand meters, cut the engines, 
turn the engines, light em up 
horizontally, engage the wing 
surfaces, fly like an old-school 
airplane. You understand the 
controls?

JANDRA
In theory. You may need to take 
over the controls.

ADINAI
Don’t I know it. Alright, four 
engines oriented at 90 on both 
axes?

JANDRA
Both? Right. Ninety, aye.

ADINAI
You told the launch pad we’re 
lifting off –

JANDRA
Tower this is Halve Maen Shuttle 
Four, need a channel up and a clear 
deck.

RADIO
Copy, all personnel clear pad 67, 
Intrepid Shuttles Two and Three, be 
advised, outbound traffic, got a 
virgin in the chair so watch your 
butts. Halve Maen 4, proceed.

ADINAI
All four engines, dial up exactly 
the same juice, check the numbers, 
and engage.

JANDRA
Virgin.

They lift off.

ADINAI
Goose up three just a touch, she’s 
always slower than the others, like 
an old horse.
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JANDRA
Five percent.

ADINAI
Perfect.

JANDRA
We’re still twisting. Okay, there 
we are.

The sky goes dark.

ADINAI
Now, cut engines, flip em around, 
light em up again, stop our 
momentum. Let the computer give you 
the force number. 

The ship lurches down.

ADINAI (CONT'D)
Tiny bit more. Did we stop?

JANDRA
Now.

ADINAI
And where did we stop?

JANDRA
2000 clics. Too low, there’s 
satellite debris.

ADINAI
Flip down, fire engines, flip up, 
stabilize.

Another lurch.

JANDRA
Four grand.

ADINAI
Now, take us down to 20 clics, cut 
power, turn them horizontally, and 
engage for atmospheric flight, 
don’t forget the wing surfaces.

They drop. The sky brightens again.

ADINAI (CONT'D)
Don’t wait until 20, start at 25. 
Now!
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They lurch.

ADINAI (CONT'D)
Turn. Turn faster. We’re dropping. 
That’s gravity!

JANDRA
Take the helm!

ADINAI
Turn em to 90 and light em!

They lurch sideways and spin.

JANDRA
We’re out of control.

ADINAI
HOW are we out of control?

JANDRA
Take the helm!

ADINAI
Is this a pitch, a roll or a yaw?

JANDRA
It’s a pitch and yaw, is it both I 
think?

ADINAI
Start the pitch maneuver, turn two 
engines at five, turn two the other 
way.

JANDRA
Okay now we’re just spinning, we’re 
not dropping.

ADINAI
Yes, not crashing is good. Fix the 
yaw. The rudder. 

JANDRA
How much did I drop?

ADINAI
I can see swimming pools. You 
scared the crap out of those cows, 
they'll be giving sour milk for a 
week. 

JANDRA
Shit.
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ADINAI
That happens to pilots all the 
time, they can’t see the ground or 
the clouds.

JANDRA
I didn’t know where I was.

ADINAI
Okay, back up to orbit, orient 
vertical. We’ll start with the 
guns.

Dark sky.

ADINAI (CONT'D)
Take us way out, couple of million. 
And stabilize.

JANDRA
The Earth is just a dot. Is this 
gun here the jacket round or the 
EM?

She fires and the ship begins to rotate.

ADINAI
What did you do?

JANDRA
With the guns?

ADINAI
With the flight path.

JANDRA
Um, pitching backwards?

ADINAI
So fix it!

The spinning slows.

ADINAI (CONT'D)
And stabilize.

The spinning stops.

ADINAI (CONT'D)
If you fire your jacketed rounds 
with the engines off in a shuttle, 
the recoil can start you spinning 
around.
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JANDRA
Shouldn’t we just go backwards? 
Aren’t the guns oriented with the 
ship’s axis?

ADINAI
Not always. Did you check?

JANDRA
We flipped around. Shit, where are 
we?

ADINAI
Well, how to you figure that out? 
Show me. 

JANDRA
Let me turn one of the engines 
horizontal, nice slow yaw, take a 
look around.

ADINAI
Excellent, proceed.

JANDRA
Shit. Hey! The blue dot, is that 
earth?

ADINAI
Well, what else would it be? Now 
stabilize. Navigation. How much of 
the Orion Spur do you know?

JANDRA
I know most of the planets we’ve 
been to.

ADINAI
When we get to the ship, learn all 
of the original forty planets, the 
independent colonies, the pirate 
ports. Take us up past LEO, we’ll 
do it all again.

EXT. LANDING PAD - NIGHT

Later, they land with a crunch and emerge from the shuttle. A 
MECHANIC approaches.

ADINAI
Pad 67, you got a team that can fix 
a landing package?
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JANDRA
I didn’t break the landing arm, I 
just bent it.

MECHANIC
That will be two extra days.

ADINAI
Cookie, you can go tell the 
Captain.

JANDRA
Shit!

ADINAI
You did okay. Next time we come to 
a scary planet where they want to 
kidnap you, we’ll stay onboard, do 
this again.

JANDRA
We just won’t land anywhere near 
the shore patrol.

Zhou approaches.

ADINAI
Well, she didn’t scream, and I 
didn’t have to take over the 
controls.

ZHOU
Did she pee?

JANDRA
No comment. 

ZHOU
We rushed her through the classroom 
part. And what else?

ADINAI
She got twisted around a few times, 
broke a landing leg.

ZHOU
Okay. C minus. Take her up again 
when we get to Utopia.

JANDRA
I’m still a good nurse!
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ZHOU
I know. You’ve never crashed a 
ship, you never killed a patient 
who wasn’t already dying. The crew 
likes you because you don’t kill 
em, not all ships are that lucky. 
Sailors are practical.

JANDRA
If you don’t want me killing 
people, don’t make me fly.

ZHOU
Couple more times. And then you do 
the Big Bird.

JANDRA
Shit!

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Zhou and Imani man the screens. Jandra arrives. 

ZHOU
Cookie, take the conn. 

JANDRA
Sir, this is the pirate we were - 

ZHOU
Yes.

JANDRA
Cap, you don't want to take the 
conn on this?

ZHOU
Have you ever heard me repeat an 
order?

She glances nervously at a young sailor named ALONZO. 

JANDRA
Aye aye, sir. …You're Alonzo, 
right? The O scope. If you can find 
one of those old-school 
televisions, with the antennas?

ALONZO
The rabbit ears?
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JANDRA
You find a channel with the snow on 
it, you can see the cosmic 
microwave background, the radiation 
from the Big Bang. See that freq? 
Turn it up. 

ALONZO
It's a TV show that's 13 billion 
years old?

JANDRA
And still on the air like General 
Hospital. 160 gigahertz. The 
frequency of the universe. And over 
here, this dickhead thinks he's 
gonna hunt us in this solar system? 

ALONZO
Lots of signal activity. 

JANDRA
Three of those signals are actually 
interference from our own systems. 
That freq is the engine, that one 
is the electric. 

ALONZO
So we ignore em?

JANDRA
That line there? Two pirates having 
a chat. Cap, permission to light up 
the radio? A gig and a half?

ALONZO
Pirates?

JANDRA
Think so.

ALONZO
Be careful. Why you need the 
captain?

JANDRA
Captain is always in charge of the 
radio. We shoot off our mouths 
orbiting the wrong planet, we get 
our asses shot off. 

ALONZO
Got it. 
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JANDRA
This is the Gorgon, hailing 
merchant traffic. 

Slight delays in all these comms from the pirate. 

PIRATE VESSEL (O.S.)
We copy, Gorgon. 

JANDRA
What vessel is this?

PIRATE VESSEL (O.S.)
Sorry, couldn't read that. 

JANDRA
You and the other vessel, come 
back.

PIRATE VESSEL (O.S.)
What other vessel? 

JANDRA
Hate to break it to you, smart guy, 
I know where you are. 

PIRATE VESSEL (O.S.)
Bullshit. 

JANDRA
Speed of light, 300,000 clics per 
second. Your radio comms have a 
four second lag, just over a 
million clics round trip. You're 
hiding on the surface of that moon 
right in front of me. Helm, fire 
two EM rounds at that comms tower 
down on the surface. See it?

ALONZO
Two rounds away.

JANDRA
Now put the radio on the big 
speakers and crank it up to Led 
Zeppelin level. 

Crackles from the walls. They wait. Sounds of two explosions 
ensue. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Merchant vessel, is somebody firing 
at you? That was me, you dumbass. 

(MORE)

308.



...Okay, any second they lift off 
together, come attack us. Close 
range on the lunar base, fire 
everything as soon as we're in 
range.

ALONZO
All four systems?

JANDRA
They outnumber us, light em up 
fast. 

ALONZO
Dang. Yes Maam. 

JANDRA
Woah, they're hopping over here 
quick, hyperlight. Compute courses 
and fire everything. All hands, 
general quarters, uh, Material 
Condition Yoke?

ZHOU
Zebra.

JANDRA
Belay that, Condition Zebra, 
prepare for combat maneuvering, 
prepare for loss of artificial 
gravity. Galley, sick bay, look 
alive.

ALONZO
Cook's making soup back there. 

JANDRA
Crap. Sorry, pal!

ALONZO
They're firing, lead rounds. 

They hear pings from the engine room. 

ALONZO (CONT'D)
Damn, how thin is our hull?

JANDRA
Don't ask. 

ALONZO
Maam, one ship went dark, the other 
ran. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
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Cookie crosses to Zhou.

ZHOU
You're weak on shuttle flying, but 
you have a knack for the big birds. 

JANDRA
Sir, you want me taking the conn 
during combat?

ZHOU
Ten years you insist you want to 
stay with the Fleet. You put on the 
uniform, you work where I tell you 
to work. This is going to happen 
again. ...Nice job. 

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Zhou and Imani navigate a planetary orbit as Adinai manages 
scanners.

IMANI
Sir, these are the right 
coordinates, but no ship, no 
signal. 

ZHOU
Look at the scan, is that asteroid 
debris? Was there a collision? Take 
us closer. 

ADINAI
Metal and plastic. It's debris. A 
ship. 

ZHOU
I need Luz and Bar. Get a shuttle 
out there and grab some of this. I 
need to know what happened. 

INT. GALLEY - NIGHT

Zhou, Jandra, Kondo and Adinai stand around a table. Bits of 
debris are on display. 

ZHOU
Kondo, lock that door, this is just 
us. Jandra, tell me what this 
means. 
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JANDRA
Why me?

ZHOU
Just do it. 

JANDRA
Right, the shoes, the shirt 
belonged to a child. Those are foot 
bones. That's part of a cooking 
tray. 

ADINAI
I think that might be an old-school 
video game. Those two are engine 
parts, sublight. 

JANDRA
Let me see the scans. 

ADINAI
There's more debris. It's the ship 
and the colonists. We found some 
remains. 

KONDO
There's almost no cargo, it's all 
gone. 

ZHOU
Diagnosis?

JANDRA
No cargo. It's a colony ship. The 
pirates boarded the ship, stole all 
the cargo, the food, the fuel, the 
equipment, and then blew up the 
ship. 

ADINAI
They didn't even give those people 
a chance. 

JANDRA
It would take way too much time to 
hold the ship for ransom, or to 
kill the passengers and chuck them 
out. 

KONDO
So they stripped her and shot her 
to pieces. 
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JANDRA
Knowing how the Fleet would react 
when we found out. 

ADINAI
What can the fleet do, run colony 
ships in convoys, with armed 
escorts?

JANDRA
There aren't enough ships, galaxy's 
too big. 

ZHOU
Come on, Cookie. 

JANDRA
The Fleet will have to arm every 
vessel, and issue a new order: sink 
all pirate vessels on sight. There 
are no more colony ships, every 
ship is fighting the war now. 

ZHOU
What about us?

JANDRA
The guy who did this may still be 
around here. He'll be loaded with 
swag, taking it back to port to 
sell it. 

KONDO
And we can figure out where he's 
going. Cookie, what else?

JANDRA
We keep collecting debris, we need 
to figure out who these people 
were. Inspect all weapons and run 
drills. Why do you want my opinion, 
sir?

ZHOU
You're an officer. Come with me. 

INT. BRIDGE – NIGHT

Zhou, Imani and Jandra look at a monitor where a pirate 
vessel floats, totally dark.
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ZHOU
When the pirates attacked, the 
colony ship fought back. 

JANDRA
Good for them. 

ZHOU
This ship was damaged. It's not too 
bad, easy to fix...

JANDRA
But they just moved the crew over 
to one of their other ships and 
dumped this one here. 

ZHOU
We need to take it back to port 
without getting shot at by or own 
guys. Just play it safe.

JANDRA
What about the ship’s crew? Anybody 
need medical attention?

ZHOU
No crew except the ones we send 
over. It’s made by the same people 
who made ours, a lot of the same 
technology.

JANDRA
So engineering should be easy, 
then.

ZHOU
When we get to port, we rip apart 
their computers, see if we can 
figure out where they’re going 
next. But first, you need to take 
it to Utopia. As captain.

JANDRA
Why me?

ZHOU
I need my A team here, get the ship 
ready to hunt pirates. Imani can't 
fly the ship, he's not an officer 
and you need him to navigate. 

JANDRA
You want me to fly. 
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ZHOU
Take Imani, let him do navigation. 
You’re not so good. And you need 
practice at the helm. At least you 
can stay in orbit, you don't have 
to land. 

JANDRA
Well now I feel like Nelson heading 
for Trafalgar. Will the Fleet let 
me come back to you, I mean our 
ship?

ZHOU
Let's try to keep the Fleet out of 
the loop until we're done. 

JANDRA
Fat chance. I need a good engineer 
to keep her flying, and a really 
good gunner.

ZHOU
You can’t have Adinai, she’s the 
closest thing I have to a backup 
nurse. Her and Annie.

JANDRA
Crap.

ZHOU
Fleet needs more nurses. Training 
them on the job is insane.

JANDRA
Thanks a lot. I need a repair team 
and a ton of ammunition. 

ZHOU
Will Imani do what you tell him to 
do?

She looks at Imani.

JANDRA
Yes.

ZHOU
Once Imani plots the course and you 
punch the button, there's not much 
to do until you arrive. The next 
port is nearby, it's a place you 
know.

314.



JANDRA
Yeah, shore patrol is still looking 
for me. 

ZHOU
Well, stay onboard then. Should be 
fine. 

JANDRA
Uh huh. You're not following along 
with me?

ZHOU
We're preparing for a real fight, 
fixing the computers, another 
reason I need Adinai. 

JANDRA
So I'm really going solo. 

ZHOU
Once you’re captain, you don’t 
answer to anybody. You don’t work 
for me, and the fleet is halfway 
across the sky.

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Zhou, Imani, Adinai and Jandra look at a monitor. 

ZHOU
Being captain is not hard to learn. 
The navigator does most of the hard 
stuff. 

IMANI
Plotting a course in hyperlight, 
docking in orbit, keeping you from 
getting lost. I've been doing it 
for months, he's been riding me 
hard. 

ZHOU
But the captain needs to handle the 
three most dangerous things in 
space. 

IMANI
Flying with the wings down on a 
planet, and crash landings, and 
mutiny. 
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ZHOU
You're not flying with wings on 
this job, and I'll assume you can 
avoid a mutiny, so for now focus on 
figuring out how to handle the four 
sublight engines. 

IMANI
Engage the engines vertically to 
take off and land, and flip em 
sideways for orbit and sublight 
maneuvering. Leave all the math to 
me. 

JANDRA
There won't be a mutiny, but maybe 
a little strain in our 
relationship. 

ZHOU
Everybody in the crew loves you. As 
a nurse. Now you have to make them 
respect you. As a captain. 

IMANI
It's okay to admit it, I'm better 
than you are. My Captain. 

INT. BRIDGE OF PIRATE VESSEL – NIGHT

Jandra looks at Imani and the rest of her skeleton crew.

JANDRA
Okay, fellas, anybody has a problem 
with this, say so now.

SAILOR
We volunteered. Need to bring our 
nurse back safe and sound.

JANDRA
We play it safe, get to port quick, 
fire at anybody who gets nosy.

IMANI
There’s more pirate activity out 
there than we expected.

JANDRA
We have multiple paths to Utopia, 
correct?
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IMANI
We can run over there quick but we 
get close to the pirate lanes. Or 
we take the long away around.

JANDRA
We got supplies?

SAILOR
Yes.

JANDRA
Take the long way.

IMANI
Permission to speak freely?

JANDRA
Yeah.

IMANI
I can see both sides. Long ride 
with a skeleton crew. Pirates out 
there, anything can happen. 

JANDRA
And a rookie pilot, I know. Plot a 
course, take the long way home. 
Understood?

IMANI
Yes Maam.

JANDRA
Jesus, these guys really are pigs. 
Okay, engineering, check this boat 
out stem to stern, just like you 
did for the engines. 

SAILOR
Can I borrow Imani for the 
diagnostics?

JANDRA
Go ahead. When you come back, 
explain to me how all this pirate 
junk works. 

IMANI
That Perdue sumbitch gave em some 
really fancy upgrades on their 
engines. 
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SAILOR
If all the pirates have this stuff, 
we got trouble the next time we 
fight em.

JANDRA
Get all the data you can, write it 
up for the Captain. I mean Captain 
Zhou. 

SAILOR
Yes, Captain. 

JANDRA
Can we fly?

SAILOR
We're shipshape.

JANDRA
Get us underway and we'll keep 
exploring this tub. 

IMANI
You're all plotted. Look over the 
math and punch it. 

Jandra pokes an intercom. 

JANDRA
Okay, just a couple of burns, nice 
long arc, and then another to swing 
back. All hands, drop your cocks 
and grab your socks, we're 
underway.

IMANI
That's not the internal link, you 
just said all that to the whole 
galaxy. 

JANDRA
Shit. 

IMANI
Stealth is overrated, Skip. 

INT. CREW QUARTERS - NIGHT

Jandra, Imani and the sailor find a chamber of horrors. Swag, 
drugs, electronics, scary pointed weapons. 
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SAILOR
Skip, we found their jail. Blood on 
the floor, chains. And a lot of 
nasty looking weapons.

JANDRA
Wow. These things are only good for 
one thing, boarding a vessel and 
killing people. Chlormethine and 
benzyl cyanide, they're making 
fentanyl. 

SAILOR
They were smuggling some high-end 
computers, and some of the nastiest 
porn I ever did see. 

JANDRA
Damn, why would you show me 
something like that? Do a quick 
inventory, if it doesn't blow up I 
don't want to know.

IMANI
Maam, you want to know about Crew 
23. 

They go down a passageway and find a space with a 23 over the 
door, and a GIRL of ten, chained to a wall. 

JANDRA
Go find some tools and take that 
damn chain off. 

SAILOR
We haven't secured the personnel 
spaces - 

JANDRA
Do not make me repeat myself. The 
chain. 

SAILOR
The latest thing, they're using 
children as bombs. Hijackings, 
sabotage. 

JANDRA
They didn't use her as a bomb. 
Sweetie, are you bleeding right 
now?

GIRL
Only a little. 
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JANDRA
I'm a girl and I'm a nurse. I have 
to go fly the ship for a few 
minutes, and then I'll come find 
you. 

INT. SLEEPING QUARTERS - NIGHT

The girl, laundered and wrapped in one of Jandra's shirts, 
gnaws on pizza. 

GIRL
I stole a bunch of their food. 

JANDRA
Well, they stole it too. Where do 
you come from?

GIRL
Slave colony, I don't know the 
planet. 

JANDRA
And your parents?

GIRL
They told me a pack of lies about 
them, three planets ago. 

JANDRA
So they could be anywhere.

GIRL
If they're alive. 

JANDRA
And you were on board when they 
blew up that other ship. 

GIRL
I could hear them. It was awful. 
They were going to grab the women 
on the ship but they were in too 
much of a hurry.

JANDRA
I don't know where you're going 
next, it will be better than this 
tin can we're in now. 

GIRL
Good. 
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JANDRA
Nobody's going to do anything to 
you now. 

GIRL
You trust these sailors? 

JANDRA
Yes. 

GIRL
Can I have a knife?

JANDRA
You can have mine. Are you good 
now?

INT. ENGINEERING SPACE - NIGHT

Jandra and Imani explore. A stowaway leaps out of a cargo 
container and attacks Jandra. Imani decks him. 

JANDRA
Captain gave me legal homework for 
the jump, couldn't say why. Force 
majeure, acts of god, Law of the 
Sea, Law of Salvage. There are 
legal limits to the sentences I can 
impose on a pirate, even as a 
Captain.

She wipes blood from her face with a finger. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Except in cases of mutiny. Attacks 
on the Captain.

PIRATE
The Captain? You?

JANDRA
You know how to work the airlock 
yet?

IMANI
It's on my list. 

JANDRA
Make it a priority, so I can decide 
whether to dropkick this person to 
the next galaxy. 
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PIRATE
Please, no! You can't do that, 
you're Fleet!

JANDRA
While he's fixing the airlock, take 
this man's statement. First 
question, did he do anything to 
that girl? If he gets that one 
wrong, I don't care about the other 
questions. 

Later she is studying the engine. Imani approaches. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Whoever gets the coffeemaker to 
work gets a kiss from Mommy. 

IMANI
Maam, he told us a ton about what 
the pirates are up to next. 

JANDRA
Which is?

IMANI
They're trying to map our most 
important sally ports so they can 
hit em all at once. And that blitz 
attack on that colony ship, that 
wasn't a mistake. 

JANDRA
Keep pumping this person for 
information. You remind him about 
that airlock.

IMANI
You gonna make him walk the plank?

JANDRA
It's not your business, but you ask 
good questions. Zhou wants me to 
make good decisions and set a good 
example. So unfortunately, this 
sumbitch is gonna live. 

IMANI
Until we get to the Halve Maen. 
Maybe you get to space him after 
all. 
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JANDRA
Once the Captain meets the little 
girl, I'd bet on it. 

She smiles.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Captain told me I'd have nothing to 
do once I got onboard.

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

They see more ships appearing in the sky near a green planet.

IMANI
Remember when I said the short way 
had more pirates in it, we took the 
long way? Look.

JANDRA
So we were screwed either way.

IMANI
There was no way to know. Just a 
bad guess.

JANDRA
All hands, man your guns.

IMANI
Do they see us?

JANDRA
Yes, but they’re not sure who we 
are. It’s a pirate ship. Stick us 
in a quiet orbit, wait for the herd 
to thin out, maybe they’ll leave us 
alone.

IMANI
How long, Maam?

JANDRA
Couple hours tops. If it stays like 
this, we fight through it, I can’t 
have everybody manning their guns 
all night long.

A ship heads toward them.

IMANI
There’s a ship approaching.
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RADIO
What the hell are you doing, 
loading or unloading?

JANDRA
None of your business. You clear 
off.

The ship hovers and then moves on.

IMANI
The crowd is thinning out a little, 
want to make a run for it?

JANDRA
Right through the crowd over there, 
then take us to hyperlight, can you 
do that?

IMANI
I’ll feed the engine moves to your 
terminal, okay?...Sequence 1…. 
That's good, are they approaching?

JANDRA
No.

IMANI
Sequence 2. …Good, you got clear 
space?

JANDRA
Yes.

IMANI
Sequence 3, and then go hyper.

JANDRA
Nice work, everybody.

INT. BRIDGE OF PIRATE VESSEL – NIGHT

The ship approaches a Fleet port.

IMANI
A lot of ships out here. And they 
don’t like pirates.

SAILOR
The Fleet sees us, they may start 
shooting.
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IMANI
Two ships are coming.

SAILOR
But they’re not firing.

JANDRA
Do not engage weapons systems, 
stand down.

RADIO
Attention pirate vessel, turn off 
your engines and prepare to be 
boarded.

JANDRA
Field Four, this is Fleet 
Lieutenant Alejandra Soto of the 
Halve Maen.

RADIO
Cookie?

JANDRA
I beg your pardon?

RADIO
Lieutenant, we just had a pirate 
raid, we’re in no mood for jokes. 
Is that really you?

JANDRA
Field Four, what the hell is the 
matter with you? I have a seized 
pirate vessel which is under 
forfeit, I need an intelligence 
team to board and begin cataloging 
IT systems and data.

A pause.

RADIO
Lieutenant Soto, be prepared to 
transfer the vessel to Commander 
Bauer in thirty minutes, and report 
in person to Fleet Personnel 
immediately.

JANDRA
Field Four, copy. Shit!

IMANI
Fleet Personnel?
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JANDRA
They want to kidnap me. Does this 
bucket have a shuttle?

SAILOR
Take me a minute to show you the 
controls.

JANDRA
Good, I’m going down to the 
surface, get lost for a while. Tell 
the Captain I’m at the Purple 
Dragon.

SAILOR
The whorehouse? We burned that 
place down.

JANDRA
It's better than getting kidnapped 
by the Fleet. You have the conn 
now.  I knew I should have 
practiced my landings!

INT. SHUTTLE BAY - NIGHT

Many of the crew pour into the bay; new guests arrive 
including ADINAI'S HUSBAND. 

ADINAI
Captain, the Fleet found out about 
Cookie, she –

ZHOU
Not now.

ADINAI
That’s my husband.

ZHOU
Just stick with me.

ADINAI’S HUSBAND
You don’t allow any white people on 
your ship?

KONDO
We take all kinds. We’d even take 
you if we had to.

ADINAI’S HUSBAND
You know how much chaos you left 
behind?
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ADINAI
I know exactly how much.

ADINAI’S HUSBAND
You're my wife, I’ve got rights, I 
can go to the Fleet.

ZHOU
I’m one deep at her position, she’s 
not going anywhere.

ADINAI’S HUSBAND
That’s up to the Fleet. I just want 
to talk.

ADINAI
Go ahead.

The husband sees Kondo and stands in front of him.

ADINAI’S HUSBAND
This must be the new guy, I can 
tell. What’s your rank?

KONDO
You want to play grab-ass, you and 
me both end up in the brig. No 
rank. It won’t turn out well for 
you.

ADINAI’S HUSBAND
You think she’s your girlfriend?

KONDO
She’s family.

ZHOU
Kondo?

KONDO
Sir.

ZHOU
Do not cause any permanent 
injuries.

KONDO
Understood.

Kondo cracks his knuckles. The husband backs down and leaves.

ZHOU
Okay, change of plan. Kondo, you’re 
not going to the whorehouse.
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KONDO
Dang.

ZHOU
You stay here and keep an eye on 
her husband as long as he stays 
around. He may try to cause trouble 
for all of us, pull something with 
the Fleet.

ADINAI
That’s why I’m going to the 
surface, he’ll never find me. I’ll 
go find Cookie.

ZHOU
Remember, in that city, the Fleet 
base is an island in a sea of 
pirates. Every Fleet officer is a 
target.

INT. PURPLE DRAGON BACK ROOM – NIGHT

Cookie, bruised, hands an old pirate a drink, and he chains 
her to a bed. He drinks.

JANDRA
Do you smell smoke?

PIRATE
We don’t joke about fire here. I 
didn’t expect a nurse to be so good 
at making the perfect dirty 
martini.

JANDRA
A formula is a formula.

PIRATE
You think we didn’t know who you 
were? Your captain destroyed our 
base, our ships, burned down my 
bar, took me weeks to rebuild. 
There’s a price on his head. The 
man who brings him down will be 
king of the pirates.

JANDRA
So I'm the bait. You tangle with 
Zhou, you tangle with the whole 
Fleet.

328.



PIRATE
They’re already coming, they can’t 
kill me twice.

JANDRA
Zhou knows I’m on this planet.

PIRATE
I know, it’s perfect. After I make 
him watch what I do to you, it’s 
his turn.

JANDRA
29, 30. Let me give you a bit of 
advice.

PIRATE
Watch your mouth.

JANDRA
If you take a nurse hostage, don’t 
send her to the bar to mix your 
drinks.

A pregnant pause. He convulses and drops. She drags the bed 
over to him so she can find the key to her chain at the bed 
end, wrecking the room in the process.

JANDRA (CONT'D)
King of the pirates.

She fetches the martini glass.

INT. PURPLE DRAGON FRONT ROOM – NIGHT

The bar is packed.

JANDRA
You feel okay?

SECOND PIRATE
No, I don’t. You’re that nurse, 
right?

JANDRA
Right after I poisoned your boss 
with his own drugs, I poisoned you. 
Carfentanil, they use it on 
elephants. Give me the key to the 
roof and I’ll give you the 
antidote.
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SECOND PIRATE
Bitch!

JANDRA
Suit yourself.

Out come the keys. 

SECOND PIRATE
Here. You need to unlock both 
locks.

She stabs him with a needle.

JANDRA
And Naloxone, takes a couple of 
minutes. Then you want to leave, 
fast.

SECOND PIRATE
Why?

JANDRA
I’m your friend. Here’s the rest of 
the drugs, you can sell it to 
escape the city.

SECOND PIRATE
I don’t want to escape.

JANDRA
Oh yes you do.

She sees a big gorgeous knife and grabs it. 

EXT. ALLEY – NIGHT

Adinai lays chemical-soaked rags along the base of a building 
and lights them on fire. In the distance, she sees the bar 
beginning to burn. Satisfied with her work, she pulls off her 
gloves and her coat, throws them on the flames.

She circles around to the bar and sees Cookie kicking out a 
roof panel. She slides down the roof and lands on the ground 
in a heap.

JANDRA
Help me up!

ADINAI
Twisted your ankle?

330.



JANDRA
I killed Mister Big, we need to 
run.

ADINAI
Or hobble. We need to get to the 
main drag.

JANDRA
Back that way.

ADINAI
You still have a chain on your 
wrist. Man, Kondo would have loved 
this. 

They hustle around the building and see angry pirates 
streaming into the street.

THIRD PIRATE
It’s that nurse!

ADINAI
Or the other way.

They run the other way and find themselves in a broad street. 
Behind them, the pirates with improvised weapons. In front of 
them, the entire crew of the Halve Maen, also armed. By now 
two buildings are ablaze.

Cookie sees Zhou and crosses over.

JANDRA
Lieutenant Soto reporting. Pirate 
captain dead, two pirate bars on 
fire, tore my Achilles, ready for a 
street fight.

ZHOU
Adinai, crow bar. Cookie –

JANDRA
I got a chain, got a knife, I’m 
good.

ZHOU
The one thing a criminal can’t 
stand is a fair fight. Company, 
attention on deck!

The sailors fall into formation.

331.



ZHOU (CONT'D)
Company, close quarters, no rules, 
no prisoners. And execute.

Melee and chaos. It’s a rout. Soon the Fleet owns the street.

ZHOU (CONT'D)
Bae, Luz, secure the street, leave 
the whores alone. Cookie, how we 
looking?

JANDRA
No dead, couple of nasty stab 
wounds and concussions.

ZHOU
What happened to your foot?

JANDRA
Long story. Adinai, get the 
lacerations and head jobs up to 
sickbay and triage anything 
emergent. Then tape my goddamn 
ankle.

ZHOU
All hands, back to the ship, 
wounded go first! Let the fire 
burn!

INT. HOSPITAL - DAY

Jandra, Imani and the new girl look for a doctor. For the 
first time, the girl is terrified. 

JANDRA
I know that pediatric gynecology 
isn't a thing, this girl needs a 
doctor with a light touch. 

NURSE
Nurse, not doctor. I got you, kid. 
No boys allowed. 

GIRL
You're coming back?

JANDRA
The only way you could stay on this 
planet is as a slave, so I'm 
definitely coming back. 
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IMANI
Unless the Fleet finds you. 

JANDRA
Shut up and get the land jumper. A 
fast one. 

NURSE
So you have custody of this girl?

The girl looks at Jandra. 

JANDRA
Yes. 

GIRL
Hey. Your trip to that planet. Are 
you bleeding too?

JANDRA
I killed him. 

GIRL
Wow. 

Jandra examines a wicked-looking surgical instrument. 

JANDRA
Hey, I'm a trauma nurse. If I 
decided to kill you, you stay dead. 

INT. HALLWAY - DAY

Continuation, Imani and Jandra. 

JANDRA
Hey, the big chief hat is off now, 
you can yell at me again. 

IMANI
I don't yell at you. 

JANDRA
We're okay?

IMANI
I saw a side of you that was kinda 
new. 

JANDRA
Yeah, I didn't know that girl was 
in there either. Me, I mean. 

(MORE)
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Captain Chaos. You're a very good 
sport. 

IMANI
Maybe next time he makes me the 
captain. Then you'll see something. 

JANDRA
Put me to work mopping. How'd you 
like a daughter? Or little sister, 
I'm not sure. 

INT. BRIDGE – NIGHT

Zhou and Jandra drink coffee.

ZHOU
What the hell were you doing at the 
Dragon?

JANDRA
I wanted to go the one place where 
the Fleet boys wouldn’t find me. I 
had no idea the pirates know who I 
am!

ZHOU
Kid, people know you now. You and 
me, we have a price on our heads in 
every pirate bar in the Spur.

JANDRA
And the Fleet wants me too.

ZHOU
The Fleet wants to put you at the 
base hospital, the pirates want to 
rape you and kill you.

JANDRA
I’m willing to go a long way to 
stay with you, Skip.

ZHOU
Imani said you flew the ship like a 
champ. 

JANDRA
Don't tell the fleet or they'll 
definitely grab me. Sir. I just 
want to get back to sickbay, 
hangovers and gonorrhea. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
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SAILOR
Sir, we got one of those plant 
ships.

ZHOU
And there’s our beacon. Adinai, 
report to the bridge on the double. 
Comms, send out some old-fashioned 
signal tapping.

SAILOR
Sir?

ZHOU
Eight six eight.

SAILOR
Aye.

Adinai runs in.

ADINAI
Sir, is there a – oh wow, we found 
them!

SAILOR
Sir, that alien vessel responded, 
same freq, 868.

ZHOU
Close as they can get to saying 
thank you. Good job, kid.

INT. HOSPITAL HALLWAY - DAY

Cookie and Zhou walk toward a ward.

JANDRA
I need your help, Cap. The plonkers 
on this base are living in the past 
century. 

ZHOU
What?

JANDRA
They refuse to deploy to the fleet 
as doctors, but they want to ground 
me too. I'm not qualified. 

ZHOU
Well, the only training you got was 
from Nur. 
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JANDRA
Cap!

They pull aside a curtain and find a DOCTOR, a NURSE and a 
PATIENT. Doctor holds a large file. 

DOCTOR
At base hospitals, we don't have 
nurses out there doing diagnoses.

JANDRA
They can't even do triage at a 
disaster site? How can you even 
call them fleet nurses?

DOCTOR
We've been training doctors this 
way for centuries. 

JANDRA
Yes, I can tell. 

DOCTOR
Okay, sweetie, road test. New 
patient. Trauma, dissociative fugue 
state, wandering around, confused 
about who he was. Nurse Brown?

NURSE
How about childhood memories?

JANDRA
Everybody forgets that stuff, means 
nothing. Let's start with the scary 
stuff. Alcohol, drugs, blackouts, 
we short of B1?

NURSE 
Blood work's fine. 

JANDRA
Any signs of stroke? 

NURSE
Nope. 

JANDRA
PTSD, any nightmares, flashbacks or 
panic attacks?

PATIENT
Nope. 
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JANDRA
Schizophrenia pretending to be 
dementia, hear any voices?

PATIENT
Nope. 

JANDRA
Loss of language? It can lead to 
dementia.

PATIENT
Nope. 

JANDRA
Any surgery? Sometimes they use 
propofol when you're not undergoing 
full anesthetic. 

PATIENT
No, hoping to avoid surgery. 

JANDRA
So when did you got hit on the 
head?

PATIENT
How did you know? Banged into a 
water conduit. 

JANDRA
The hippocampus is in the medial 
temporal lobe, part of the limbic 
system. There's damage in the CA1 
region, a lesion on the cornu 
ammonis, so information can't be 
transferred to layer 5 of the 
entorhinal cortex. Is that his scan 
you're hiding in there?

NURSE
Holy shit. 

JANDRA
Doctor, you know how many head 
injuries I see aboard ship?

PATIENT
So, erased my hard drive then?

JANDRA
No, your memories will all come 
back. 

(MORE)
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Including the one where your 
department head told you to wear 
your helmet. 

PATIENT
You have to hit me on the head 
again to bring my memories back?

JANDRA
Only if you want permanent brain 
damage. May need some therapy. 

DOCTOR
Nurse - 

JANDRA
Doctor, I just did your job. You 
couldn't do my job. Just so you 
know, the Fleet asked me to run the 
trauma training on this base, feel 
free to send me your resume. Toodle-
pip. 

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Jandra is cleaning up from the wreckage Adinai created in her 
sickbay when the Captain and much of the crew approach. The 
new girl is in the rugby scrum too. 

ZHOU
Captain Soto, front and center. 

JANDRA
Sorry, what? Oh, you mean me. 

ZHOU
The Fleet doesn't consider you a 
captain, but you do qualify as 
pilot. 

JANDRA
Sorry?

ZHOU
Anyone who pilots a ship through 
dangerous waters, or a ship that 
isn't his own, qualifies as a Fleet 
pilot. We only have a few pilots 
onboard, Chaniago, Adinai, and now 
you. 

JANDRA
Do I get more pay?

JANDRA (CONT'D)
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ZHOU
Sorry. But there's a special 
uniform you wear for Fleet 
ceremonies. 

JANDRA
If it's one of those white suits 
that I can't get vomit and blood 
out of, I'll pass. Nurses should 
wear plaid, laddie. 

ZHOU
If you ever went to a Fleet 
ceremony, they'd snatch you up 
anyway. Well, have a drink then. 
Nice job. 

They drink. 

JANDRA
Damn that's good. 

ZHOU
Okay sweetie, you're a bit of a 
puzzle. What's your name?

GIRL
I only had a number. 

ZHOU
Well, we need to find a name for 
you. We had to raise Jandra here 
from a baby. You want to ride along 
for a while, so we can figure out 
where to put you?

GIRL
Put me? 

ZHOU
Well, you're growing up, what do 
you want to do?

GIRL
I want to hunt pirates and then 
kill em. 

ZHOU
Kondo, I think this one belongs to 
you. 

KONDO
Come on kid, I'll show you my 
knives. 
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JANDRA
Captain!

ZHOU
Hey we gotta get our killers from 
somewhere. 

JANDRA
It's not ladylike. She should be a 
nurse. 

ZHOU
I can't believe you just said that. 
How about Calamity Jane, now 
there's a name. Cookie.

JANDRA
Sir. 

ZHOU
Come up to the bridge, take the 
helm, I want to get some shut-eye. 

JANDRA
Taking the conn, aye. 

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Jandra enters; Adinai and the bridge crew all look at her. 

SAILOR
Medical has the conn. 

JANDRA
You're not taking the helm?

ADINAI
It's your turn. 

JANDRA
Nav, gimme a status. 

SAILOR
Sublight orbital maneuvering with 
no docked vessels, hyperlight 
course plotted for Eldorado, 
whenever you're ready. 

JANDRA
Any pirates or other nonsense?
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SAILOR
Just a big pile of space out there, 
maam. 

JANDRA
Engineering?

ADINAI
Alcubierre drive green, wormhole 
drive green, sublight is short of 
fuel, we need to load up. 

JANDRA
Give me the engine maneuvers over 
here. Let's set sail. 

EPISODE EIGHT

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Zhou, Imani, Chaniago, Adinai, Luz and Cookie survey the sky.

ZHOU
Imani, if you want to be captain, 
you need to read the pirates. 

IMANI
The pirates?

ZHOU
The pirates, orbiting that planet? 

CHANIAGO
They're hoping we won't notice em. 

IMANI
They're here for something, they 
know something. There are people 
down there.

ZHOU
You saw the asteroid survey, why 
are we all here in spite of the 
danger? What do we make ships of?

IMANI
Well, some of it is synthetic, its 
just chemicals, benzene, ammonia, 
methanol. It's easy. 
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ZHOU
And what else?

IMANI
We need aluminum. You have to be 
careful with space stations, the 
upper atmosphere has atomic oxygen, 
the aluminum corrodes. 

JANDRA
But for spaceships, need aluminum 
everywhere. 

ZHOU
What do we get on most of the 
asteroids? 

JANDRA
The big three, nickel and iron and 
cobalt, they travel together. 

ZHOU
But what we want most is aluminum, 
what's the first clue that it's 
there?

JANDRA
Silicates. You got silicates, you 
got aluminum. Like that big rock 
there. There are metals through 
this whole system. 

ZHOU
So first we have to dodge these 
asteroids so we don't die, and then 
when we load up with aluminum -

IMANI
The pirates will come for us. They 
never do their own mining, the just 
hijack the loads. 

ZHOU
Unless we kill the pirates first. 
Load up a shuttle, let's have some 
fun. Who's the best at dodging 
through a debris field?

IMANI
You, sir. 
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ZHOU
Adinai, come with me aboard my 
shuttle, bring that massive EM 
weapon. Chaniago, get over the 
equator of that planet, make sure 
one pirate ship sees you. They 
attack in pairs but it will take a 
minute for them to catch up to each 
other. I'll shadow the second 
pirate ship, when it catches up to 
the first one, we blast em both. 

IMANI
So you have to be fast or they cook 
our ship. 

ADINAI
We destroy both ships?

ZHOU
I'm certainly not taking them all 
as prisoners. Is there anybody 
who's squeamish about killing 
pirates? Looking at you, Cookie. 

JANDRA
Splatter em, sir. 

ZHOU
Luz, we may have to do a lot of 
work on the asteroids. How many 
people are trained on EVA and how 
many working suits?

LUZ
Not enough, it'll take forever. 

ZHOU
Once we wipe out the pirates, 
you're in charge, get the aluminum. 
Cookie, prepare for - 

JANDRA
EVA injuries, the bends, copy. 

CHANIAGO
Sir? Got more ships.

ZHOU
Fleet?

CHANIAGO
Can't tell. 
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ZHOU
Those are jacket rounds! Bullets!

CHANIAGO
Who's firing?

IMANI
All of them! 

JANDRA
Pirates!

ZHOU
Imani, give me a hyperlight course 
now!

IMANI
Where?

ZHOU
Anywhere!

CHANIAGO
They smoked one of our engines.

IMANI
I got a rough plot on your screen -

ZHOU
Screw it. Everybody grab something - 

The ship convulses. Soon they emerge in empty space. 

CHANIAGO
So where are we?

IMANI
I need to do some math. We're not 
even in the Spur, we went sideways.

ZHOU
So how many ships was that?

IMANI
Eight or nine.

ADINAI
In a crappy little system like 
that? Was it just for the aluminum?
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ZHOU
No, they were hunting us too. A 
system with metals and the Halve 
Maen in it, too tempting for the 
pirates to pass up. 

ADINAI
The Halve Maen?

ZHOU
We've killed more pirates than 
anyone in the sky. 

CHANIAGO
Sir. There's a bounty on the ship. 
On all of us. 

ZHOU
I think it's just me and the ship. 

CHANIAGO
Are we going back to the Fleet 
base, let them have the system?

ZHOU
Anybody who wants to leave this 
ship and go back to the Fleet, no 
hard feelings.

JANDRA
Anybody who wants to leave the 
ship, I punch their lights out. 

ZHOU
Cookie, they signed up to sail, but 
not with targets on their backs. 

JANDRA
Punch your lights right out. 

ADINAI
If the Fleet finds out, they could 
break up this crew. 

ZHOU
We sit for a day, we go right back. 

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Zhou looks at a screen with Chaniago, Adinai, Jandra, Luz and 
Kondo.
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CHANIAGO
The other pirates are gone, but 
there's one, he found that planet. 
It's wet and rocky. Oxygen, metals, 
everything. 

ZHOU
Get us closer. 

CHANIAGO
Look at that. 

ZHOU
The asteroids were just an 
appetizer. This planet has 
everything. Enough fertile land to 
feed millions, and enough metal to 
build a whole fleet. 

CHANIAGO
The Fleet, Perdue, the pirates, 
everyone will want this place as a 
base, start building ships. 

ZHOU
It's inhabited. Get images of that 
farm community. 

CHANIAGO
It was a farm community. Crops 
burned. Silos burned, so no food. 
Hundreds of people in pens with no 
roof over their heads. And, pirates 
on the ground, lots of them. 

ZHOU
We rescue the refugees. And kill 
some pirates. 

ADINAI
By ourselves?

ZHOU
You remember on Zephyr, we loaded 
up with ridiculous amounts of 
weapons, I made you all train? This 
isn't going to be a social call. 
We're not diplomats today. 

JANDRA
You said refugees.
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ZHOU
It's gonna be like bringing a small 
town onto our ship. We needs 
quarters, supplies…

JANDRA
Medical care. Can I borrow Adinai?

ZHOU
But first, we're going to try some 
burglary. Luz. Can you get inside 
that ship from the outside?

LUZ
We trained for it, always wanted to 
try it for real. 

ZHOU
You've been hanging around Kondo 
too much. 

INT. PASSAGEWAY OF PIRATE VESSEL - NIGHT

Luz emerges from an airlock, proceeds down a corridor, 
opening hatches as he goes. 

He opens one space, sees terrified SLAVE GIRLS.

LUZ
Crap. Wasn't planning on letting 
anyone live. 

He holds a finger to his lips, and points to the door, which 
he closes and dogs down. 

He looks down the corridor, which is now one long open tube.

Luz enters an airlock, straps himself thoroughly into wall 
fittings, and opens the lock. A clap of thunder and a 
catastrophic rush of air blasts past him and out into space. 
He puts his arms over his helmet. Two crewmen fly past him. 

An air pressure alarm goes off. Once the rush is over he 
closes the hatch. He slaps the alarm and the pressure begins 
to stabilize, an indicator slowly rising toward 100. 

Luz explores the ship and finds bodies. He sees a few moving 
and shoots. He returns to the room with the women: they are 
alive but two are bleeding from their ears and noses. 
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LUZ (CONT'D)
Sorry about that. But your day is 
about to get much better. …Luz to 
Zhou.

ZHOU (O.S.)
Talk to me. 

LUZ
Send a team over, full suits. I've 
got a hundred dead, a hundred 
unconscious, a dozen with serious 
injuries. 

ZHOU (O.S.)
How many did they have onboard?

LUZ
They had enough for two full crews: 
that's how they seize ships, they 
kill everyone and just bring in the 
second crew to fly the new ship. 

ZHOU (O.S.)
So what do we do with them?

LUZ
Sir, we can't put all these men in 
the brig, they'll cause a riot. And 
they are pirates. Slavers. I've got 
a whole posse of slave girls here. 

ZHOU (O.S.)
Understood. If you find their 
captain, bring him over. 

LUZ
Don't tell Cookie what I'm doing. 

ZHOU (O.S.)
Copy. 

LUZ
Ladies, I gotta go kill a bunch of 
people. Then we give you a ride... 
somewhere, don't know. 

SLAVE GIRL
Give me a gun, I'll help. Can I 
shoot whoever we find?

LUZ
Anybody but me. 
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INT. PASSAGEWAY - NIGHT

Zhou and Jandra interrogate a surviving pirate. 

ZHOU
We're the guys you've been hunting, 
the Halve Maen. I've taken your 
ship. Cookie - 

JANDRA
Fine, I'll fly the new tin can. 

ZHOU
You're Petrov. From the Bratva. 

PIRATE
Khorosho. 

ZHOU
This is the perfect system, middle 
of the Spur, loaded with metal and 
silicon. The first colonists got in 
the way so you burned them out. 

PIRATE
We can make a deal. We know you're 
trying to stop the slave trade, 
just take the girls, we'll take our 
swag and be on our way. 

ZHOU
Let's see, how about…no? Your ship 
is mine. 

JANDRA
You got female slaves?

ZHOU
Cookie, you have any problems with 
what I'm gonna do here?

JANDRA
Sir, I stopped listening after the 
bit with the sex trafficking. Not 
to be naive, but it's a crime. And 
then all the dead children. In 
space, oxygen is a privilege, 
privileges can be revoked. 

IMANI
Dang. 
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ZHOU
Kondo, take these men to Airlock 2. 
Strip them of their EVA suits 
first. 

KONDO
Aye aye sir. We have the pirates on 
the surface too. 

EXT. BARNYARD - DAY

A large group of GUNMEN have lined up terrified MEN and WOMEN 
against the wall of a barn. 

GUNMAN
We let this town go for too long. 

SECOND GUNMAN
Preachers, rabble rousers, boys who 
do with boys, spies from the Red 
Cross, loudmouth teachers, singers.

GUNMAN
Old salts gobbling up the food. 

SECOND GUNMAN
It's because of you the crops went 
off and the colony died. 

WOMAN
We want to know where our children 
went. 

GUNMAN
And women who can't keep their 
mouths shut. 

MAN
I don't even want my house back, 
just let me get my clothes and 
books. 

GUNMAN
You have a minute to say your 
prayers. 

Carnage. In a nearby corral, crying CHILDREN. 

GUNMAN (CONT'D)
And now the little people.

CHILD
Please, sir, I've got good papers. 
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GUNMAN
There are more forged papers on the 
street than the real thing. Spare 
me. 

SECOND GUNMAN
We have too many mouths to feed, 
not enough people want to work. 

GUNMAN
You choose for yourselves, you can 
wear the chains here in our fields, 
or else we can sell you off. 

CHILD
Sell us off - 

GUNMAN
The recruiters come next week, you 
could have a bright career with the 
Bratva, the freedom fighters. 

SECOND GUNMAN
If you're as tall as a rifle you 
carry a rifle. Or throw a grenade. 

GUNMAN
And for the little girls, there's a 
whole wide galaxy of opportunity. 

In the distance, Zhou and Kondo lead a small armed team. 

SAILOR
Why can't we kill off these nuts?

ZHOU
First the big refugee camp, then 
this little one. Sorry. We need 
more men and more guns, can't be 
everywhere at once.  

They cross to a massive refugee pen. Gunmen attack but Zhou's 
team drives them off. A shuttle lands and they begin loading 
refugees into it.

INT. CARGO BAY - NIGHT

REFUGEES try to settle in to a large space. There are piles 
of blankets but little else.

351.



REFUGEE
I've done business everywhere in 
the Orion Arm, and I've never been 
anywhere where I couldn't buy a 
private room for myself. 

KONDO
You're not a banker anymore. You 
need a new plan for your life. 
You're gonna get blisters on those 
hands. 

REFUGEE
Those girls are my slaves. You 
can't take away all my creature 
comforts. 

KONDO
I will ensure that you never see 
those girls again. 

REFUGEE
And you. You owe me money!

SECOND REFUGEE
Up here I start with a blank slate, 
just like you. 

KONDO
Fellas, this banker man is a slow 
learner. If he needs a lesson in 
manners to change his thinking, 
don't do any permanent damage. He's 
having a life-altering event.  

SECOND REFUGEE
The Fleet abandoned us. 

KONDO
We came and got you, didn't we? The 
pirates have more ships than we do. 

SECOND REFUGEE
Our homes, our money are all gone. 

KONDO
You had guns. When the first 
pirates showed up, did you even try 
to fight? The Fleet isn't always 
around the corner. This galaxy 
helps those who help themselves. 

SECOND REFUGEE
Jesus. 
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KONDO
We're building a dorm for single 
men. Everyone else goes to Cargo 1. 
It's gonna be tight in there. 

THIRD REFUGEE
I need to stay with my children!

KONDO
I can put you in the same row with 
em, best I can do. 

THIRD REFUGEE
We have no privacy!

KONDO
Be glad you have your own bunk, all 
of us in the crew are hotbunking 
with another sailor. 

THIRD REFUGEE
I guess our romancing is on hold.

KONDO
Depends on how much of an 
exhibitionist you are. We ration 
food until we get to the next Fleet 
base. No hot showers, tell your 
kids not to throw anything down the 
toilet or everybody's gonna have a 
tough trip. 

THIRD REFUGEE
What do we do all day?

KONDO
You work! Everybody has a job. We 
need cooks and child care. 

THIRD REFUGEE
What are we, slaves?

KONDO
Emancipation proclamation. Door's 
right over there but it's a long 
way down. You can pick a job or I 
can pick one for you. 

OLD REFUGEE
Hey young feller, how you fixed for 
watch standers?

KONDO
You from the Fleet?
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OLD REFUGEE
I flew the first ship, I was forty 
going out, sixty when I retired. I 
drew up a lot of the first maps. 

KONDO
We've added a lot of planets since 
then. Come meet our navigator. 

OLD REFUGEE
Sure. 

KONDO
We got movies, we'll try to find 
something we can show the kids, but 
sailors have their own taste in 
cinematic art, it's kinda scary. 
Hey, put down the toolkit - wait, 
are you good with tools?

KID
Yessir. 

He leads them to a row of slave girls. 

KONDO
These girls were slaves on the 
other ship. 

SLAVE GIRL
We're not slaves. 

KONDO
Get the manacles off their wrists 
and ankles. Then get em some 
blankets so they can cover their - 

KID
Jeez. 

OLD REFUGEE
The Halve Maen. You know every 
pirate in the sky is hunting you?

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Cookie is tangling with an older DOCTOR and a room full of 
WOMEN and CHILDREN. A young corpse lays on a table. 

DOCTOR
Miss Soto, I think I'm being 
completely reasonable. 
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JANDRA
Do you now?

DOCTOR
I am the ranking physician on this 
vessel, it's obvious that I need my 
own private office and a secretary. 
How can I possibly run this sickbay 
without them?

JANDRA
This is a Fleet vessel and your 
rank is Seaman Recruit. Take the 
men and boys to the galley, go over 
all of em for lice. Nail em with 
penicillin if you see anything 
bacterial. Made up a tray for you. 

CHILD
Maam, is that boy dead?

JANDRA
Yes. Got shot down on the surface, 
his heart stopped. It's sad. 

CHILD
So what do you do?

JANDRA
We do a navy funeral tomorrow. 

CHILD
Can I go? We did arithmetic 
together. Me and the boy. 

JANDRA
Sure. Next, how many pregnant 
ladies? How many aren't sure? If 
you're really pregnant, I'm gonna 
twist the captain's arms to get you 
more rations. 

PREGNANT WOMAN
Thank God. 

JANDRA
Sorry about the food, you all look 
like you've been sucking on grass 
for weeks, we stock up on food at 
the next Fleet base. Any other lady 
problems, it's up to you, whether 
you want to be examined by me or 
Doctor Grandpa out there. Next, 
Adinai, this one's for you. 
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ADINAI
How many of you have nightmares, 
panic attacks? Flashbacks? 

A few hands. 

ADINAI (CONT'D)
Yeah, I'm not surprised. It's a 
thing called PTSD, Imani and I are 
gonna help you out. 

JANDRA
Next, you don't have to say if you 
don't want to. How many of you were 
assaulted by the men? 

More hands. Jandra raises hers also. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Me too, long story. You don't need 
to tell me what happened, but you 
can if you want. Any girl on this 
ship wants her own knife, we will 
give you one. 

YOUNG GIRL
We need to worry about the sailors?

JANDRA
My sailors know I'll gut em like a 
fish. But some of your refugee 
friends are nicer than others. 

A girl of twelve approaches. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Hey sweetie, you okay? You have 
parents on board?

OLDER GIRL
No. What you were asking before. I 
wasn't really raped. I traded sex 
for food. It's embarrassing. 

JANDRA
Kid, you were absolutely raped. All 
this is wrong and none of this is 
your fault. Nothing to be ashamed 
of. I will walk you through this. 

She looks around. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Any of you do any nursing? 
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MOM
I lost my girl to cancer last year, 
had to do most of it myself. 

JANDRA
Can you help me? Captain said I 
have to hot bunk, you get 12 hours 
in the rack daytime, I get night. 

MOM
You look like you need it.

JANDRA
I always look like this. In a week 
you will too. 

MOM
Yeah. I remember. 

JANDRA
Hey. A lot of these kids don't have 
parents. See that girl in the 
corner crying? Never have I seen a 
girl who needed a mother so bad. 

The girl that Cookie rescued in the previous episode 
approaches. 

GIRL
Is that the girl I heard about?

MOM
Are you part of our crowd? I don't 
recognize you. 

JANDRA
Another girl got here the hard way. 

GIRL
I can help, you're in over your 
heads. 

Cookie approaches the doctor. 

JANDRA
So, lice?

DOCTOR
It's an epidemic. 

JANDRA
What kind of practice did you have 
with those nuts down there?
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DOCTOR
My whole life is gone, my money, my 
practice. All I can do is wander 
and just stop somewhere. 

JANDRA
Big galaxy. 

DOCTOR
I can't do my job. Even if I could 
find my family, I wouldn't be able 
to feed em. 

JANDRA
Where are they?

DOCTOR
The pirates split up families, make 
sure they're scattered to the four 
winds so we never find each other. 

JANDRA
Do you want to go find them?

DOCTOR
The pirates would blow my head off. 
The kids not even on the planet 
anymore. They can't make me go 
back, can they? 

JANDRA
You can ride with us. Somewhere. 
Fleet needs more doctors. 

INT. CARGO BAY - NIGHT

Imani deals with a roomful of traumatized children. 

IMANI
So how many kids here speak 
English?...Or some other 
language?...How many kids don't 
have parents sailing with us?

He brings out a bouncing ball and two kids listlessly bounce 
it back and forth. 

IMANI (CONT'D)
What I wouldn't give for a pound of 
chocolate. 
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CHILD
There are more people on that 
planet. You leaving em behind?

INT. WAREHOUSE - NIGHT

PIRATES order a SLAVE to load crates. Chained women watch. 

PIRATE
Did you get that last one loaded? 

SECOND PIRATE
Medicine, wine and liquor from 
Earth, we made a fortune. 

PIRATE
Ah, free enterprise. 

SLAVE
Can I take the chains off?

PIRATE
You know how much I paid for you? I 
promise, cut you loose soon. Half 
my fleet is manned by slaves, 
happiest fleet in the sky. And now 
the second load. 

He picks up a whip and lashes one woman. 

PIRATE (CONT'D)
I choose one girl over all the 
others, take her to my bed, she 
falls asleep.

SECOND PIRATE
They won't take her with whip 
marks. 

PIRATE
She's going to the iron mines. The 
rest, the brothel on Eldorado. 

SECOND PIRATE
Even the young ones?

PIRATE
They fetch the highest prices. 

EXT. STREET IN AN INDUSTRIAL AREA - NIGHT

Adinai removes a scarf from her face and radios to her ship. 
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ADINAI
Sir, it's me. I had to wait, the 
goons are following me, they know 
I'm not local, they're trying to 
figure out whether I'm buying or 
selling slaves. 
Pirates dump their loot here, local 
fences sell it to the big buyers, 
guess who's the top shopper?
Yep, Perdue and the shipbuilders. 
You know what else? Someone in the 
Fleet is leaking information to the 
pirates. For money. 

INT. CARGO BAY - NIGHT

Zhou addresses the refugees. 

ZHOU
Alright listen. You've been 
patient, most of you, while we were 
cooped up in this tin can for weeks 
while we figured out where to put 
you. Now we're gonna put you. 

REFUGEE
Where are we going?

ZHOU
Back to your planet. There are too 
many of you for us to take, and 
those pirates are still down there. 
Change of plan. We take the planet 
back, and you're going to help. 

REFUGEE
But it's overrun with pirates. 
We'll never make em go away. 

ZHOU
You never tried. Those rich 
ranchers, they went over to the 
enemy. 

INT. FRONT GATE OF A FRONTIER TOWN - DAY

Two refugees stagger down a road toward a frontier town. They 
are greeted by unsmiling RANCHERS with guns. 

In the distance is a camp loaded with terrified refugees, 
wearing their pathetic Sunday clothes and carrying as many 
belongings as they could grab. Armed ranchers guard them. 
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RANCHER
We have too many refugees already. 
We only take a hundred, and only if 
they're ready to work the mines. 

Zhou's armed team confronts the ranchers. 

ZHOU
You folks tried to buy off the 
pirates, that never works, they 
just come back for more. 

RANCHER
We had no choice!

ZHOU
You're right, your only choice is 
to fight for your freedom. Pirates 
know you have good land. Rich 
farmers with no guns are dead 
farmers. 

RANCHER
That's not our way. We negotiate. 

ZHOU
You can't negotiate with people who 
lie and cheat and kill, it's 
suicide, you're just handing your 
daughters to the slavers. What 
happens when that girl grows up, 
the pirates decide they want her?

RANCHER
This isn't the place to discuss - 

ZHOU
We're bringing guns, little ones 
for ground forces, big ones to 
shoot pirate ships out of orbit. 

RANCHER
About time the Fleet gave us guns. 

Zhou points to the refugee camp. 

ZHOU
No. You had guns, you wouldn't use 
em. These guns are for the refugees 
that you've been chasing away. I'm 
building them a fort. 

(MORE)
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The only protection you get is from 
the refugees, so if you keep trying 
to throw them off the planet, it's 
going to get pretty chilly down 
here when the pirates come back. 

RANCHER
We want the vermin off of our land!

ZHOU
It's not your land, you didn't 
defend it. And by the way, you're 
going to free all your slaves. 

RANCHER
We'll go broke. 

ZHOU
Only if they're better farmers than 
you are. You keep talking about 
competition. The refugees get the 
guns, and you get the satisfaction 
of emancipating your slaves. 

The ranchers stomp off and Zhou turns to the refugees who are 
being delivered to a field in growing numbers. 

ZHOU (CONT'D)
We'll be with you at least a week, 
unloading supplies, helping put up 
a couple of buildings. 

REFUGEE
So how do we do this?

ZHOU
First, teach every man, woman and 
child how to shoot. Teach every 
girl to use a knife, trust me. 

REFUGEE
Alright. 

ZHOU
Build a fortified city in the 
middle of this farmland. You work 
your fields, but when the pirates 
arrive, you run back to the city. 

REFUGEE
We'll get more timber from that 
ridge, the rest is just sweat. 

ZHOU (CONT'D)
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ZHOU
If the pirates try to land, blast 
em. Strip everybody of their 
weapons at the city gate, anybody 
tries to bust in with their guns, 
blast em. And take their ship, I'm 
giving your whole city a letter of 
marque to seize pirate vessels. 

REFUGEE
Jesus. 

ZHOU
The pirates have those warehouses. 
You want to raid it, take all that 
swag for yourselves? Or you want me 
to blast it from space?

REFUGEE
Not ready for a raid. Blast it. 

ZHOU
The rich ranchers who got in bed 
with the pirates, sold you out? We 
give you the guns. What you do with 
the ranchers is your business. 

REFUGEE
Well, we're not gonna kill em, but 
we're not gonna kiss em either. And 
some of us, we've had enough. We 
want a ride out of here. 

EXT. INDUSTRIAL AREA - NIGHT

A row of warehouses begins exploding one by one. 

One at the end of the row, with masses of guns in piles 
outside the massive door, is a pirate armory. It is bombed 
last, and a series of secondary explosions rocks the planet. 

INT. CARGO BAY - NIGHT

Adinai and Kondo address a mob of refugees. 

ADINAI
Why don't you let me take this one. 

KONDO
This is not a friendly crowd. 
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ADINAI
Listen up. Those of you who still 
want to leave the planet, we will 
take you to the next Fleet base. 

REFUGEE
Deal me in. Too many guns. 

She approaches a family of three with a rifle. 

ADINAI
If you want to take back your own 
farms, kill a few pirates, I will 
give you guns and ammo. 

SECOND REFUGEE
Well, sweetie, you want to fight? 
Keep the kids in the corn crib 
while I go kill varmints?

REFUGEE WIFE
My ass. We'll take three guns. Him 
and me, and my oldest girl. Spent 
three months building that kitchen. 

A teenager takes the rifle. 

TEENAGER
I'll take all the ammo you can 
spare. Does this go full auto?

INT. BRIDGE -  NIGHT

Zhou, Chaniago and Imani look at a screen. 

IMANI
There are two ships orbiting. 

ZHOU
Pirates. 

IMANI
Not my place to say, but we have to 
take them off the board. Don't we?

ZHOU
If we don't, they'll let the whole 
gang know, and they all come back. 

IMANI
Take the whole system. And tell em 
we're here, too. 
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ZHOU
Let's go to our new brig. 

INT. BRIG - NIGHT

Zhou interrogates a PRISONER. Imani and Jandra listen. 

PRISONER
I told the girl. No point in saying 
anything when you're gonna chuck me 
out into space anyway. 

ZHOU
It's not impossible that you walk 
away from this. I mean, stay alive. 

PRISONER
Sweeten the deal?

ZHOU
You get to live, don't push your 
luck. We can't bribe you with 
money, the only things we have that 
you want are women, and you can't 
have em. 

The prisoner looks at Jandra. 

PRISONER
Too bad. 

ZHOU
Somebody's coming but we can't be 
sure who. 

PRISONER
Perdue gave us new radars. 
Atmosphere blocks anything below 
five megs or above thirty. We use 
the high freq stuff to map planets, 
see what's down there.

ZHOU
See if there's anything worth 
stealing. 

PRISONER
We also have the low freq, thirty 
megs and below, looking for mines 
and underground vaults. Anything 
worth stealing. You hear the low 
freq, you got water rats. Pirates. 
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ZHOU
Are they here for a fight? They 
have two ships. 

PRISONER
There's a nasty pecking order among 
the captains. Lead captain comes 
first with the other ship behind em 
in a line. Any captain who tries to 
cut in line, gets his throat cut. 
But when they see you and spread 
out, they're ready to attack. 

IMANI
Can we outmaneuver em?

ZHOU
Not here, outside. 

INT. PASSAGEWAY - NIGHT

Imani, Jandra and Zhou step outside. Adinai and Kondo join 
them. 

ZHOU
Let's not figure out our strategy 
in front of a pirate. 

IMANI
Sorry. That Perdue boy needs a trip 
to the woodshed. 

ZHOU
The pirates, their ships are more 
maneuverable. We keep it simple. We 
don't maneuver, we run. 

IMANI
Sir?

ZHOU
Cookie, you fly that pirate ship we 
took, make sure they see you, they 
think you're a pirate. 

JANDRA
Where are we going?

ZHOU
You lead them to me in the Halve 
Maen. They really want to destroy 
the Halve Maen. It's a trap. 
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JANDRA
Am I trapping them or are they 
trapping me?

ZHOU
You persuade the pirates you're a 
pirate ship ready to help em fight 
me in the Halve Maen, get em to 
join in. 

JANDRA
No too successfully I hope. 

ZHOU
Keep them talking while I get into 
position. When I send out a fake 
SOS, we both fire. 

JANDRA
So they think they're ganging up on 
you three on one, then I turn and 
blast em. 

ZHOU
Engineers, blow the dust off the 
big missiles. 

ADINAI
We've only drilled with dummies. 

ZHOU
Well, that's what the drills are 
for. Now isn't the time to take a 
Mulligan into the clubhouse. 
Adinai, do they see us?

ADINAI
Can we use radio now?

ZHOU 
If we go silent, they know 
something's up. Encrypt, not in the 
clear!

ADINAI
Going scrambled, copy. 

ZHOU
Make em think we're up to 
something.

ADINAI
We are up to something!
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INT. BRIDGE OF PIRATE VESSEL - NIGHT

Cookie and Kondo test the controls. 

JANDRA
Sir, I'm getting nothing. 

KONDO
Sir? You're the captain. Which way 
are they coming from?

JANDRA
Over the north pole, I think. 

KONDO
Which one is north? Look at it. 

JANDRA
Our passive system is getting 
nothing. We're blind now. 

KONDO
So are they. The lead captain is 
very good, he's fought in space 
before, he's not just a thief. 

JANDRA
Crap. How do we find them?

KONDO
Like an old submarine hunt. We keep 
radio silence, listen to them 
firing their radars at these 
planets, slide across the sky to 
triangulate a fix. 

JANDRA
Even if we find them, how do we let 
the others know?

KONDO
We can't. Radio silence. Everybody 
needs to stay in their lane and 
figure it out. 

JANDRA
Kondo, you don't want to run ops?

KONDO
You're willing to tell off any 
authority figure, until you ARE 
one. I don't want to be your boss, 
you took ten years off Zhou's life. 
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JANDRA
Kondo -

KONDO
Zhou put you here, it's your ship. 
Measure the wood twice, cut once. 
And you're the girl with the saw. 

JANDRA
Look here. They're firing that low 
freq thing at the first planet. 

KONDO
Pirates. 

JANDRA
Kondo, transmitter on your right? 
Can you do HF, the low stuff?

KONDO
Give me a minute. Is there anything 
here that isn't jerry-rigged?

JANDRA
Fire that stuff at the surface, 
like that kid said. Nice long scan. 

Tense silence. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Hey, they're coming our way. They 
think we're pirates. 

KONDO
I'm getting chatter. Here we go!

The radio crackles to life. Kondo takes the radio. 

ZHUK (O.S.)
Hey, water rats. This is Zhuk on 
the Zhuk. Identify. 

KONDO
This is Ahab, on the Pequod. 

ZHUK (O.S.)
Very funny. What the hell are you 
doing here?

KONDO
Petrov has been drooling over this 
system for months. It has farmland 
and a ton of metals. 
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ZHUK (O.S.)
If we bring in a few hundred slaves 
we can build a new base. 

JANDRA
You son of a bitch. 

KONDO
Some of the locals are hard to deal 
with. Are you all tooled up?

ZHUK (O.S.)
Yes, we have new EM weapons for 
ship to ship, the big ones. A 
couple ship-to-surface, some old-
fashioned cannon, some missiles. 
Wait. What do you have over there?

KONDO
Oh, you'll see. Hey, I think 
there's a fleet ship out there, it 
looks like the Halve Maen. 
...Cookie, let's send an SOS to 
Zhou. 

JANDRA
He's supposed to send it to us. I 
don't know if he's in position.

KONDO
They smell a rat. Your call, Skip. 

JANDRA
Shit, they're spreading out, 
they're gonna shoot. 

KONDO
You got the helm, I'll start the 
steps of the missile sequence.

JANDRA
Just get the homing on, skip to the 
part where we shoot!

KONDO
Get ready to maneuver. You remember 
the Immelman, the Guns D?

JANDRA
Which one?

KONDO
Pick one and be ready to execute. 
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JANDRA
I'll give you a flat scissor so you 
don't crack your head open. 

KONDO
Thanks for the warning. 

JANDRA
Holy shit.

The pirate ships fire at Cookie's ship. Cookie slaloms across 
the sky as she closes in on the pirates. Cookie and the Halve 
Maen fire on the lead pirate ship. The Halve Maen then turns 
to the second pirate ship and fires. 

INT. BRIDGE OF THE HALVE MAEN - NIGHT

Zhou and Chaniago survey the battlefield. 

CHANIAGO
Both pirate vessels are damaged.  

ZHOU
Lead ship blew an engine, they're 
going to abandon it, take off in 
the other. 

CHANIAGO
Do we let em?

ZHOU
Hell no. Radio silence suspended, 
train all your fire on the second 
ship. 

ZHUK (O.S.)
M'aidez!

ZHOU
M'aidez this, you son of a bitch. 

CHANIAGO
Second ship is dark, sir.

ZHOU
Take out the lead. 

CHANIAGO
Dead in the water. That was our 
last missile. 
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ZHOU
Adinai, take a look at Bogey 1, 
Imani inspect Bogey 2. 

ADINAI 
Dead iron, Skip.

IMANI 
Me too, sir. 

ZHOU
Okay. Everybody back in the barn. 

INT. BRIG - NIGHT

Zhou returns to the prisoner. 

ZHOU
Well, happy ending, all your pirate 
friends are dead. 

PRISONER
So no airlock?

ZHOU
You stay alive long enough to get 
to the next Fleet base. I'll try to 
keep your neck out of the noose. 

PRISONER
Thank you, sir. 

ZHOU
You're going to spend at least a 
month telling interrogators 
everything you know about pirates 
and their combat operations. That 
will extend your life considerably. 

INT. GALLEY - NIGHT

Zhou, Kondo, and all his flyers drink moonshine. 

ZHOU
Old English tradition. Get your 
pilots liquored up before the 
debrief. Imani, nice evasive 
maneuvers. Showing off?
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IMANI
I figured it was fifty fifty they 
just shoot me down instead of 
following me. So I made some moves. 

ZHOU
Kondo, you shot wide, the homer 
picked off one of my antennas.

JANDRA
That's on me, I was in command. 

ZHOU
But your scissor move was a thing 
of beauty. Your flying isn't 
completely terrible. 

JANDRA
I'm ready to go back to my 
bandages. 

ZHOU
Not so fast. We stay two days. Tell 
the refugees the shooting is over. 

JANDRA
They must be losing their minds 
down there. 

ZHOU
I want you to go down for a look. 
Remember you had to herd all those 
engineers to set up that base?

JANDRA
Uh oh.

ZHOU
Figure out what we need, to build a 
Fleet base here. A big one, maybe 
even a shipyard. 

JANDRA
And then big big guns for when the 
pirates come back to blow it up. 

ZHOU
And that's why you're taking Kondo. 

KONDO
Big guns, got it. 
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ZHOU
Do NOT sign the report, I don't 
want the Fleet to know you wrote 
it. I'll be fixing my antenna. 

JANDRA
Sorry, Skip. Kondo says I took ten 
years off your life. 

ZHOU
Wouldn't have missed it. You're the 
greatest show on earth. 

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Zhou, Adinai and Kondo warily watch a roomful of slave girls. 

ZHOU
Kondo, we have a political problem, 
the refugees from the planet and 
the slaves from the pirate fleet 
are getting fractious. 

ADINAI
So you need to ride herd on your 
posse of slave girls? Did you wish 
really hard? 

KONDO
All these damn farmers think the 
slaves are whores. That's why 
they're hiding in sickbay. 

ZHOU
We need to deliver them all to 
Botany Bay, we can't drop a civil 
war into the Fleet base. 

Cookie treats a horny PRIVATEER. 

JANDRA
I've got a man in my life. 

PRIVATEER
You're itching to get out of those 
ratty scrubs, get away from it all. 

JANDRA
If only you were a man of means. 
Money. 
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PRIVATEER
If only you knew. You know what 
this is? A letter of marque, my 
commission from the Fleet to attack 
pirates. It takes an old pirate to 
hunt a pirate. I'm a privateer. 

JANDRA
They give a commission to a pirate?

PRIVATEER
It's fake, had a forger do it. 

JANDRA
So when you go seize a ship, you're 
pretty much the same as a pirate. 

PRIVATEER
Well, legally, when I take a ship, 
I have to take it to a Fleet base 
and split the swag with em, but I 
never do. Fleet didn't do anything 
to earn it. I'm swimming in cash.

Zhou and Cookie talk in the passageway. 

ZHOU
Remember those action movies, the 
hero magically knows how to do it 
all, fire a missile, crack a safe?

JANDRA
Yeah, it's a little ridiculous. 

ZHOU
It's good to know what you can do 
and what you can't. 

JANDRA
I'm a nurse because Nur trained me 
one on one for ten years. 

ZHOU
We taught you how to fly so you're…

JANDRA
Adequate for flying. I'd never try 
anything like engineering or 
navigation. 

ZHOU
Something else you're good at. 
You're the conscience of the ship. 

(MORE)
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Every time we do something dodgy, I 
know I'm going to get a completely 
insubordinate visit from you. 

JANDRA
We don't commit crimes, we punish 
criminals. 

ZHOU
Be glad you're my conscience, and 
not Kondo's. But you're good at it. 
You were positively bloodthirsty 
with those slave drivers. 

JANDRA
I'm not sure where this is going. 

ZHOU
I need you to take over as 
temporary captain of that abandoned 
vessel in orbit. 

JANDRA
Does it even fly?

ZHOU
It doesn't have to. 

JANDRA
I'm captain of a hunk of metal. 

ZHOU
Fleet law, a captain on any ship is 
empowered to run criminal trials. 

JANDRA
So I'm a captain and a judge?

ZHOU
There's no other way to say it. You 
would be better at it than me. I 
just want to hang everybody. 

JANDRA
I'll take it. I'm sure there's some 
ethical reason why we shouldn't do 
this, but I can't figure out what 
it is. Tell the engineers to build 
a brig, a nice roomy one. 

ZHOU (CONT'D)
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INT. GALLEY OF DEAD SHIP - NIGHT

On the other ship, Cookie instructs sailors quietly as 
prisoner await down a long guarded hallway. 

JANDRA
No one talks in there but me and 
him.

Soon she is interrogating a prisoner. Imani and Adinai watch 
from behind the prisoner, at a distance. 

PRISONER
I didn't go looking for this. They 
have press gangs, grab people and 
put them on their ships. I'm an 
engineer on a ground station, next 
day I'm working on a pirate ship, 
riding herd on all these girls. 

JANDRA
I understand, I do. Pretty girls, 
temptation must be overwhelming. 
Girl gets inconvenient, make her 
disappear. 

PRISONER
No, it wasn't like that!

Jandra shows the tiniest hint of a smile over the prisoner's 
bowed head. Imani pumps his fist and whispers. 

IMANI
Come to Mama. 

JANDRA
Tell me what happened. 

Later, the privateer is ushered in, in manacles. 

PRIVATEER
Bollocks, the nurse. 

JANDRA
Lieutenant Soto and I am presiding 
over this military tribunal. 

PRIVATEER
You can't do that! I told you all 
that stuff when you were treating 
me, you're a nurse!
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JANDRA
If only it worked that way. There's 
another name for fake privateer. 
You're a pirate. 

PRIVATEER
Dammit!

JANDRA
See that? The Halve Maen. If you 
had just kept your head down, you 
could have told the pirates where 
we were. You were so close. 

PRIVATEER
Dammit!

Later, Zhou enters and surveys a row of prisoners.

JANDRA
These three go free, others get the 
brig. These two get the airlock. 

ZHOU
You're sure?

JANDRA
Sex trafficking and murder, sir. 
Crimes. You want to see the files?

ZHOU
You're the judge. Now that we have 
this extra pirate ship - 

JANDRA
Oh my stinking God. 

ZHOU
I need you to fly it to port. 

JANDRA
You said it, once I take the helm 
of this ship, I don't report to 
you. 

ZHOU
And now you're going to fly it 
where I tell you to. 

JANDRA
Yessir. And the airlock?

ZHOU
Kondo and Luz been at it all day. 
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An ADMIRAL arrives in an immaculate uniform. 

JANDRA
Holy Jeepers! Um, Commodore?

ADMIRAL
They changed it, it's Rear Admiral. 
I need to get a move on, and I have 
business with both of you. 

JANDRA
Oh God. Sorry, sir. 

ADMIRAL
Captain, I'm pulling you out of the 
lineup and bringing new Fleet ships 
to defend this colony. There's a 
bounty on your ship, I can't put 
you in a war zone. You're famous. 

ZHOU
I hate running from a fight. 

ADMIRAL
Second thing. You've seen the 
reports on your engines? 

ZHOU
I know the story by heart. 

ADMIRAL
I was back there. Two different 
drive systems with rock and roll 
tape all over em. 

ZHOU
We're out of warranty, aren't we?

ADMIRAL
We're bringing a new class of ship, 
big holds. A lot of mistakes we 
made with the old engines we fixed, 
the sublight engines can run 
forever on fumes. You still got 
enough juice to take on a new ship?

ZHOU
I'm old but I'm not that old. 

ADMIRAL
You could be an admiral tomorrow, 
work in Fleet headquarters. 
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ZHOU
I'd rather roast in hell. 

ADMIRAL
Next question, you like your team?

ZHOU
Very much. 

ADMIRAL
Well, so do I. You can keep some of 
your old crew, but I'm grabbing a 
bunch of the folks you got. We're 
gonna have a long haggle and you're 
gonna come out on the losing end. 
And some are gonna retire. 

ZHOU
We mostly stuck together for 20 
years, I knew this day was coming. 

ADMIRAL
And as for you, Lieutenant. 

JANDRA
Am I still part of the Fleet?

ADMIRAL
Mostly. Had three lawyers arguing 
about whether you're a citizen of 
anywhere, whether you're really an 
officer. Without papers, they can 
throw you in a slave pen anywhere. 

JANDRA
You called me Lieutenant. Am I 
still a sailor?

ADMIRAL
Oh God yes. The only thing they're 
arguing about is when to promote 
you. And they didn't even know 
about that lawyering you did, you 
swing quite an axe. 

JANDRA
Sorry. 

ADMIRAL
Why should you be sorry? The 
argument was about money. Your 
mother served aboard this ship. She 
had a share in the ship's bonus, 
but there was a legal fight. 

(MORE)
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We owe you compensation for her 
death, there was another fight. And 
you've served this ship since you 
could walk. That money piled up. 
There's a ton of it, in your name. 

JANDRA
How much?

ADMIRAL
Enough that you could ship out to a 
colony, build a homestead, marry a 
strapping young man, hammer out a 
row of kids. If you wanted. Or you 
could lash up with a new ship, and 
the Fleet finally broke down - 

JANDRA
They got us doctors?

ADMIRAL
They got you nurse trainees. And I 
mean dewy-eyed virgins. You want to 
train one, or two?

JANDRA
Jesus, sir. 

ADMIRAL
Zhou, you have a ton of money too, 
you could retire and live like a 
king. Or take this new ship. 

JANDRA
Skip, you know about Chaniago. Is 
Imani ready to navigate?

ZHOU
He already is. 

Zhou lifts his hand slightly and she grasps it. 

ZHOU (CONT'D)
Let's go tell Imani. 

JANDRA
Can we get a new cat?

ZHOU
Sure. No blubbering. 

ADMIRAL (CONT'D)
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JANDRA
Two trainees. Always take big 
bites. You were in there a long 
time with the Admiral. 

ZHOU
He wants you on his staff. He 
pushed hard. I had to throw in some 
top prospects to get him off my 
back. 

JANDRA
You're gonna need to hide me again. 

ZHOU
You don't want to step up to the 
big time?

JANDRA
Be a gofer for some dirt-side 
Admiral who's never been in space? 
Just kill me now. ...Captain, 
there's something I wanted to ask 
the Admiral. 

ZHOU
There's somebody you're actually 
afraid of. 

JANDRA
We're capturing pirates on their 
ships, on planets. 

ZHOU
I know. 

JANDRA
We've heard nothing from the Fleet 
about prisoners, it's a problem. 

ZHOU
You're not a real captain. 

JANDRA
Where do we put prisoners? They're 
scattered across the galaxy, we'd 
need a fleet of ships just to take 
them to their prison camps. If we 
want to stick em onto prison ships, 
that's more ships out of action. 
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ZHOU
We need the ships for the fleet. 
It's too dangerous to set them 
free, they'll just kill us. You 
grab a snake by the head, what 
happens when you don't have 
anywhere to put it?

JANDRA
What happens to inconvenient 
prisoners when there's no good way 
to stash em away?

ZHOU
They're not just POWs. They're 
criminals. Murderers, rapists, 
slave hunters. 

JANDRA
Do we kill prisoners because it's 
too much bother to cart them off to 
some planet? I was pretty 
inconvenient, why didn't you kill 
me? Save all those dirty diapers. 

ZHOU
Oh come on -

JANDRA
Nobody's a criminal until they get 
a trial. We're going to let Kondo 
use one of his on-the-spot 
solutions? What if it's a hundred 
prisoners?

ZHOU
You're not a lawyer either. 

JANDRA
You made me a captain and then you 
made me a lawyer. I warned you. 

ZHOU
Do you regret any of that?

JANDRA
No but you may. I'm a woman who 
gets onto the battlefield a lot, 
it's something we think about, 
getting captured alive by men who 
collect sex slaves. Whatever we do 
to their prisoners, you can count 
on them doing to us. 
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ZHOU
Or worse. Pirates, you know. You 
think they care about the rules?

JANDRA
Do we? You made a judge out of a 
jackleg nurse, what other corners 
are we cutting?

INT. PASSAGEWAY - NIGHT

The old crew takes one last stroll through the ship and ends 
up in the galley, pounding away at bottles of moonshine. 

EXT. SHIPYARD - DAY

The Halve Maen lands at a special facility away from the main 
port. 

A few slaves hug Kondo as they head for a mess hall. Some 
other refugees glare at the slave girls. 

The two young girls and the mom give Zhou hugs. 

ZHOU
Your boys on the surface killed off 
a bunch of pirates, I think it's 
safe to go home. 

Contractors descend like locusts on the ship, led by an 
ENSIGN. 

ENSIGN
Permission to come onboard?

SAILOR
Granted. 

ZHOU
The Halve Maen's last captain is 22-
year-old pimple farm. 

ENSIGN
Mechanical engineer. It's an honor 
sir, even if it's only for a week. 

Zhou and Jandra watch as part of their crew leaves; lots of 
hugs and tears. 

Great machines pull out the ship's guns and computers. 
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Massive power tools rip great holes in the side of the ship, 
exposing the guts of the engines. The gear is clearly too old 
and looks frightful. Wires and bits of tape dangle; dust and 
dirt emerge; there is evidence of rust. A few dead rats. 

JANDRA
There's my bunk in the sunlight. 
Now we're just punishing ourselves. 

ZHOU
Thanks for coming, kid. 

JANDRA
I was here from the start. Course I 
was a tadpole when we launched. 

They arrive at a berth and find a ship of staggering size. 

ZHOU
There she is. Home. 

JANDRA
Jesus, look at the size of her. Is 
this the Halve Maen II?

ZHOU
Check the stern. 

In planet-size letters, SS GORGON. 

JANDRA
You named a billion dollar ship 
after my dead cat?

ZHOU
The Gorgons were monsters, but they 
also had healing powers. We kill 
our enemies, but then we have 
Cookie in the back curing the 
French disease and mashed fingers. 

She gives him a hug and touches his face.  

JANDRA
Are you happy?

ZHOU
Let me see the inside first, see 
how much trouble we're in. 

JANDRA
Isn't SS for an old ship with a 
propeller? Single screw?
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ZHOU
Now it means space ship. 

JANDRA
Permission to come aboard?

INT. PASSAGEWAY - DAY

Continuation. They nod to a quaking sailor in an airlock, 
enter the ship. Contractors hustle up the main passageway 
with tools. 

ZHOU
That new car smell.

JANDRA
That's glue and it causes cancer. 

ZHOU
Sure, piss on my parade. 

They see a massive sign: SICKBAY. She runs. Zhou follows. 

The space is massive, much larger than her old sickbay, and 
loaded with dazzling equipment. Along the wall are cases and 
cases of equipment and medicines. She opens a massive 
refrigerator and finds rows of bottles. And a DELIVERY MAN. 

DELIVERY MAN
Maam, we got your gear, took two 
trucks to get it in and install it. 

JANDRA
You didn't use Santa's sleigh?

DELIVERY MAN
Start inventory and get this folder 
back to us at the end of the week.

JANDRA
Skip, it's Christmas.

ZHOU
No blubbering. 

JANDRA
Oh God. 

Two ridiculously young NURSES appear. 

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
Are you her? The Lieutenant Soto?
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JANDRA
I sure am. What tickets you got?

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
Well, right now I'm in geriatrics 
and she's with a pediatrician. 

JANDRA
Please God, what else?

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
But before that, she was trauma and 
I was surgical.

JANDRA
Yes! Praise be! Surgical, start 
unpacking, tell me what we're 
missing, use your common sense. 
Trauma, figure out that computer 
rig. Oh, that's Captain Zhou.

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
Yikes, morning sir! My respects. 

ZHOU
My compliments, as you were. 
Cookie, have a ball. 

SECOND YOUNG NURSE
Which one of us is he calling 
Cookie?

JANDRA
That's me. You can call me Cookie 
or Jandra. Let's rock. 

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
Yes Maam. 

JANDRA
Oh boy. 

Annie arrives. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
And here's our fourth nurse. 

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
Holy Mother of God. 

ANNIE
Actually they call me Annie. 
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JANDRA
She's a witch with a Bovie. 

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
You let the robot operate?

ANNIE
Cyborg, not robot. 

SECOND YOUNG NURSE
Wait, they let YOU operate? 

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
Does that mean you want me to 
operate, like a surgeon?

JANDRA
Welcome to outer space. Want to 
back out?

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
Look at this equipment. We're 
really going to operate. Okay, got 
the greatest hits. Staplers, clips, 
suction, retractors, needles, 
clamps, forceps, Metz. 

JANDRA
Scalpels?

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
You got plenty of tens and elevens. 
Bone saw, bone pins, wow. 

JANDRA
Get a lot of busted engineers here. 

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
I half expected to see the scopes 
and a bypass machine.

Cookie laughs. 

No, no transplants. Just the body 
and fender shop. A nurse needs to 
know when she's in over her head. 
And then do it anyway. 

Tisiphone arrives. 

FIRST YOUNG NURSE (CONT'D)
Cripes, is she a nurse too?
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JANDRA
That would be ridiculous. 
Tisiphone, she's making our pizza. 

TISIPHONE
That oven has a bigger CPU than I 
have. You like cremini mushrooms?

JANDRA
Bring it on.

EPISODE NINE

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Cookie and Chaniago. 

CHANIAGO
At sea the wind will kill you, the 
waves, the rocks, the cold. Out 
here a man will kill you: the 
mistakes of a friend or the guns of 
the enemy. 

JANDRA
So I need to learn the pirates. 

CHANIAGO
You're a lucky girl, not many 
people know how they're going to 
die. With you, it will be the 
pirates, they're hunting you, they 
know who you are. The galaxy mostly 
weeds out the weak, the foolish. 
But the predators, they always seem 
to survive. The jungle is full of 
snakes. 

JANDRA
Isn't that reassuring. You keep 
trying to scare me away from being 
a sailor. It's hopeless, I'm an 
addict. Addicted to space. 

CHANIAGO
Space is nothing. How can you be 
addicted to nothing?

JANDRA
God doesn't exist and a million 
people are addicted to him. 
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CHANIAGO
You're a smartass. Just wake me if 
there's trouble. 

EXT. EMPTY PLAIN - DAY

A windy day. Dozens of colonists chase their hats in the 
wind. 

Two men fight over a woman; the woman tries to separate them. 

Under a tree, a PIONEER and his WIFE talk to Zhou and Cookie. 

PIONEER
We want the town to be near the 
river. 

ZHOU
The trick with these surveys is 
that we don't come back to the 
planet to see the seasons. 

PIONEER
What do you mean?

JANDRA
This planet has a rainy season. 
Look at this canyon, the walls. 

WIFE
This place floods. 

ZHOU
Put the town up on that mesa. 

PIONEER
Ten longhouses in two rows with 
Main Street down the middle. 

JANDRA
Land the ship on that plain, the 
longhouses are all prefab, roll em 
into place. Then we'll do the 
tractors and animals and household 
goods. 

WIFE
Look at that jungle. God only knows 
what's in it. 

ZHOU
You colonists have a different 
fight from us. 

(MORE)
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You build your colony, nature is 
trying to kill you. The floods and 
the snow, predators and snakes.

WIFE
Bugs and viruses. 

ZHOU
We're sailors. Nature isn't the 
enemy in space. You see the 
occasional explosion light years 
away. But the danger is people. 
Pirates, mutinies. Captain crashes 
into asteroid debris, crashes on 
landing, fouls up his drive system, 
gets lost. 

JANDRA
Once, far off, there was a giant 
black hole, began vomiting up the 
stuff that was inside it. The 
explosion was ten times the size of 
our galaxy. 

WIFE
Life of the party, you are. 

PIONEER 
People are the danger on the 
surface too. I've heard stories 
from wagon masters. You know how 
many men kill each other over 
women? People get lonely, bored, 
they hate the planet, they steal, 
they drink. Mother of six commits 
suicide. Pirates bring in slaves. 

ZHOU
You shouldn't have come here. 

WIFE
If you pick one of the nice 
planets, you get in bed with Perdue 
and he takes everything.

JANDRA
Or the pirates take everything. 

WIFE
We're poor, the low rent district. 

One fighter decks the other, and two other men begin 
fighting. 

ZHOU (CONT'D)
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WIFE (CONT'D)
And the bosses who pick the 
colonists don't have to come with 
us to break up the fights. 

ZHOU
You still shouldn't have come here. 

PIONEER
Do me the courtesy of not saying 
that in front of the families out 
there. 

ZHOU
Cookie? 

JANDRA
Are we doing the pack out in this 
wind? Sir?

ZHOU
They want to stay. 

JANDRA
I'll bring my medical kit. 

EXT. EMPTY PLAIN - NIGHT

A few dozen colonists have brought down tents and erected 
them in the trees. 

WIFE
Let's find some rocks so the tents 
don't blow away in the wind. 

PIONEER
The big shelters will be coming 
down tomorrow. 

WIFE
We shouldn't have brought the kids 
down. 

PIONEER
They're bored out of their minds on 
that ship. 

WIFE
They're bored out of their minds 
down here. First thing in the 
morning they'll be running off, 
getting lost in those woods. 
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PIONEER
I don't intend to keep discussing 
this. Why isn't the fire lit?

KID
The wind keep blowing everything 
apart. 

SECOND KID
Took us all night to find dry wood. 

The kids try to light kindling. A child sings a song, not 
very well. Zhou and Jandra are curled up under a tree nearby. 

PIONEER
Who wants to hear a story?

WIFE
It's late, let's get the kids to 
bed. Maybe do a story later, just 
us. 

PIONEER
Long day tomorrow. 

JANDRA
Cap, these people were at each 
other's throats even when they were 
on the ship. Who picked this group?

ZHOU
These may be the folks who couldn't 
get into any of the other colonies. 
They never met before they started 
their trip. 

JANDRA
They don't have enough women. So 
either a lot of whores or a lot of 
fights. 

Silence. Animal noises from the woods. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
I smell something like pine. This 
is awesome. 

KID
We ain't got no computers, no 
games, no movies. 

PIONEER
All that's behind us. We make our 
own entertainment. 
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KID
For how long?

WIFE
Forever. I'll teach you to knit. 

PIONEER
Tomorrow every one of you kids 
needs to bring ten buckets of water 
up the hill. 

KID
I ain't going. 

PIONEER
Or I can tan your hide and you're 
going anyway. When is that fire 
gonna be lit? How old are you, boy?

JANDRA
Cap, I can light the fire for em - 

PIONEER
Listen up, girl. They need to do it 
themselves, you won't always be 
here. 

More silence. 

WIFE
This wind is taking my hide off. 
Can't we move deeper into the 
trees?

PIONEER
We don't know what's in the woods. 

A teenage boy and girl eye each other, and then their 
parents. 

TEEN
I'm bored, you want to take a walk 
down to the - 

PIONEER
Don't even think about it. We just 
got here, you'll get lost. 

The boy and girl lay next to the fire. She takes his hand. 

PIONEER (CONT'D)
Girl, get back over here with your 
mother. 
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Silence. 

JANDRA
Cap, could you do me a favor? Don't 
call me Cookie down here. These 
rednecks think I'm a child. 

ZHOU
Lieutenant Commander, are you 
bored? You're the only sailor who 
never gets bored. 

JANDRA
Because the crew never stop slicing 
their fingers and getting the 
bends. 

ZHOU
Out on the frontier, God picks the 
winners and losers, not me. 

JANDRA
You're hogging the blanket. Man. 
Look at em. Do they look like 
winners to you? They're gonna kill 
each other out of boredom. 

SURVEY MONTAGE. 

The crew alternates between looking at images of planets from 
the cameras on the front of the ship, and checking instrument 
readings. 

ZHOU
Okay, we got fourteen planets to 
survey. 

ADINAI
2332 Delta, woah, back up, this one 
has enough radiation to cook all 
the food in the galley, back off a 
million clics. 
This one's slush, methane.
Big ball of lava. 
Sulfuric acid. 
2217 Beta, too unstable. Gamma, 
more volcanoes. 
Crap, look at the gravity. 
Too cold. 
Tidal locked, can't use it. 
Too many asteroids beating the shit 
out of it. 
No water, no nothing. 

(MORE)
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Cap, water and plant life, big, 
complicated plant networks. We ran 
the checklist, Can we send a team 
down for samples?

ZHOU
Did we have any pirates shadowing 
us? Don't want them swiping this 
place. Get down there quick, let's 
get out of here. Cookie, we're 
drifting! Altitude! 

JANDRA
Crap.

ZHOU
We getting a free ride?

JANDRA
Sorry, he wanted a closer look, 
coming to two hundred.

KONDO
What's that, a free ride?

JANDRA
93 miles. Rule of thumb. On Earth, 
you have to be 93 miles up to do an 
orbit around the planet without 
turning the engines on for thrust. 
Free ride. 

KONDO
Wouldn't it vary from planet to 
planet?

JANDRA
Yep. Coefficients of atmospheric 
drag, gravity. But 93 miles is the 
free ride line. ...Two hundred 
miles sir. I need to take over in 
sickbay. 

ZHOU
Fine. Imani, take the conn. 

IMANI
Sir, we got something new onscreen. 

ZHOU
Okay, that thing out there, what 
can we eliminate, without moving 
the ship to get a better look? 
Quickly now. 

ADINAI (CONT'D)
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ADINAI
Quasar.

IMANI
Doesn't emit enough light. 

ADINAI
Pulsar.

IMANI
Doesn't pulse. 

ADINAI
Gas cloud.

IMANI
Too much mass. 

ADINAI
Einstein ring.

IMANI
No ring. 

ADINAI
Asteroid.

IMANI
Too big and what's it doing way out 
here?

ADINAI
Rogue planet.

IMANI
Too much energy. 

ADINAI
Comet.

IMANI
Too slow. 

ADINAI
Nebula. Accretion disk. 

IMANI
Too dense. 

ADINAI
Neutron star.
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IMANI
Too small. If you move and get 
another reading, you can eliminate 
baby galaxy too. 

ADINAI
Black hole.

IMANI
Come on, look at it. 

ADINAI
Sir, it's small, but that is a lot 
of radiation. Supernova-level 
radiation. 

ZHOU
Too much? Are we too close? Our 
shielding only does so much. 

ADINAI
There's debris, too. Sir, map it 
and get out of here. 

ZHOU
We got mapping data?

IMANI
Done. 

ZHOU
Hyperlight, back to where we came 
from. 

IMANI
Engaging Alcubierre, aye. 

ZHOU
Tell Cookie to check our exposure 
in sickbay. Let's hope nobody's 
pregnant. 

IMANI
So that thing's not an asteroid. 
That was the movie that got me 
turned on to space travel, shooting 
down the asteroid before it hits 
Earth. 

ZHOU
If that actually happened, Earth 
would be doomed. 

(MORE)
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Asteroids are hard to see even with 
telescopes, they're dark, we don't 
know where they're going. And we 
couldn't stop a big one anyway. 

IMANI
Good to know, sir. 

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Same bridge team.

IMANI
Wild guess, another planet. 

ADINAI
Typical formation. Heavy metals 
sink to the core, lighter stuff on 
top. 

IMANI
Silicon all over the place, got to 
dig deeper for the iron. 

KONDO
This is a mining colony, really 
nasty place to work. That's why 
it's a really nice place to hide, 
no one wants to come here. Then the 
pirates took over, now there's a 
bunch of people need a new hiding 
place. 

INT. CARGO BAY - NIGHT

Zhou, Kondo and Cookie survey a band of REFUGEES. 

BOYFRIEND REFUGEE
Me and my girlfriend were running 
from her Paw, lost track of her. 

ZHOU
So now you need to go back to 
Earth?

BOYFRIEND REFUGEE
Try to find her without getting my 
head blown off. 

ZHOU (CONT'D)
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BRIDE REFUGEE
My father got too deep in debt, 
sold me as a third wife to this old 
money lender.

ZHOU
How old are you?

BRIDE REFUGEE
I took a chance and ran, now he's 
got a bounty hunter looking for me. 
More pirates. 

ZHOU
Who's this guy?

BRIDE REFUGEE
He got me out.

ZHOU
You're not crowding this girl, are 
you?

YOUNG REFUGEE
You don't have to travel with me.

BRIDE REFUGEE
If you're going to Earth, I'll go 
with you. If you were gonna bother 
me, you'd have bothered me by now. 

ZHOU
And Brody. 

BRODY
Captain, I made a mistake. 

ZHOU
No, you made three mistakes. We 
gave you a signing bonus to join 
our crew, you ran away, pulled the 
same trick on two more captains. 

BRODY
I still have some of the money -

ZHOU
Kondo, put this man in the brig. 

KONDO
Aye aye. 

ZHOU
Hey kid, do you fly? 

400.



BOYFRIEND REFUGEE
I do. 

ZHOU
See that ship in the port, bad 
paint job? It's stolen. Go steal it 
back, take it to Earth. I'll give 
you your weapons, just wait till 
the wee hours, they'll all be drunk 
in the whorehouse. Far as I'm 
concerned, keep the ship. 

BOYFRIEND REFUGEE
Seriously?

ZHOU
Anybody want to go with him? Annoy 
the hell out of the pirates? Quick 
ride home?

BRIDE REFUGEE
I'll go. 

She approaches the guy who helped her. 

BRIDE REFUGEE (CONT'D)
Come with me. 

ZHOU
Cookie, any problems with this one? 
Stealing the ship back?

JANDRA
I just fly the boat, sir. 

INT. SHUTTLE - NIGHT

Imani and Cookie collect data on a planet they're orbiting. 

IMANI
Got a good snapshot of this one?

JANDRA
This is a funky little planet. 
Volcanic activity, old river bed, 
wind storms, impact craters. Some 
kind of vegetation got wiped out by 
parasites. 

IMANI
Two months in a tin can with you. 
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JANDRA
Captain thought he was giving us a 
treat. 

IMANI
He doesn't know we split up?

JANDRA
He stays out of the soap opera 
stuff. 

IMANI
You could have turned him down. 

JANDRA
I could never say no to him. It's 
really okay. 

IMANI
He was hell-bent on testing this 
new engine in the back. We should 
sleep in shifts anyway. 

JANDRA
There's nothing to do on these long 
jumps. And I still sleep better 
with your arm around me. 

INT. REAR OF SHUTTLE - NIGHT

Cookie wakes up Imani. 

JANDRA
Um, wake up. Aren't we supposed to 
go into orbit around -  you know, a 
planet? With the star attached?

INT. SHUTTLE - NIGHT

Continuation. They cross to the front. 

IMANI
That is a lot of black space. 

JANDRA
There are literally no stars. I've 
seen patches of sky like this, 
scares the hell out of me. 

IMANI
You and every navigator ever. Is 
the Spur completely behind us?
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JANDRA
I'm copying your math, did I do 
this right?

IMANI
I was wondering when you'd notice. 

JANDRA
Every jump we do, we get further 
off target.

IMANI
And it's worse with big stars and 
big planets. 

JANDRA
You're using mathematical symbols 
I've never seen. 

IMANI
In curved space the Pythagorean 
theorem doesn't work, so normal 
math goes sideways. 

JANDRA
What?? I've heard of fields and 
tensors - it's like spaghetti in my 
head. 

IMANI
Remember your first big trip up the 
Spur? It was history. Every jump 
you made, your fleet of ships was 
spreading further apart?

JANDRA
Zhou was hollering at every jump, 
that's where I learned the sailor 
words. 

IMANI
Every time we do something new in 
space, we get lost. Here, this is 
going to take some time, grab your 
mug.

JANDRA
We got the last of the fresh 
produce. 

INT. REAR OF SHUTTLE - NIGHT

Continuation. They sit on the little bed and eat. 
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JANDRA
Slide over, sweetie. 

IMANI
Every time we go somewhere new, we 
run ahead of science. We go do 
stuff we don't understand. When we 
put ships in orbit around Earth, it 
took a lot of missions before we 
realized we couldn't dock one ship 
with another ship by catching her 
from behind like two sheep 
screwing. 

JANDRA
And that's like simple physics. 
Docking maneuvers, hate em. 

IMANI
Now we're swimming in the deep 
ocean, wormhole technology. There 
are anomalies in gravity that we 
don't understand yet. 

JANDRA
It's bad for scientists to live in 
illusion, I always thought we knew 
where we were going. 

IMANI
Stars and planets move faster than 
Einstein says they're supposed to, 
clouds of gas clump up for no 
reason. We don't know why. 

JANDRA
I don't even want to take the helm 
now. 

IMANI
And the scary one: when we fly in 
and out of the gravity well of a 
star or a planet, the swing can be 
unpredictable. 

JANDRA
So every time we jump to a new 
system - 

IMANI
Exactly. The whole point of our 
navigation is to get as close as 
possible to stars and planets, so 
our math is always off. 
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JANDRA
These are big gaps with this new 
engine. That one's a one percent 
error rate. Tiny little jump, a 
hundred light years, we're off by 
ten trillion kilometers?

IMANI
The other thing, we're still 
figuring out how fast this thing 
is, how far it throws us forward. 

JANDRA
So we don't know whether our aim is 
off, or we just went too far. So we 
don't know how to correct it. 

IMANI
The Fleet wants speed, we have to 
catch up to the pirates or we'll 
lose more battles. So they rushed 
us out with this new engine. 

JANDRA
This is twice, we come out of a 
jump, I don't know where we are and 
I don't know how to figure it out. 

IMANI
There aren't even any stars nearby. 

JANDRA
So how do we navigate? Where are 
we?

IMANI
Let's sleep on it. 

INT. REAR OF SHUTTLE - NIGHT

They awaken. 

JANDRA
Any ideas?

IMANI
Had that dream. We were on the 
beach.

JANDRA
Don't get me started. Can we just 
give up, retrace our steps and go 
home?
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IMANI
Not sure we can. Captain will 
really be pissed if we come home 
early. 

JANDRA
If we never come back at all he'll 
definitely be pissed. 

IMANI
Is it time to talk about how much 
food we have left?

JANDRA
We could watch that sci-fi thing 
for a laugh. Or I could scratch 
your back. 

IMANI
Let's figure out how to not die 
first. 

JANDRA
Wow. No back scratching. You must 
really be scared. 

IMANI
Can you be scared and bored all at 
the same time?

JANDRA
Life of a sailor. 

IMANI
Can you believe the first class of 
these shuttles didn't have toilets 
on them?

JANDRA
Oh my God. 

INT. SHUTTLE BAY - NIGHT

Imani and Cookie emerge from the shuttle. Zhou arrives. 

ZHOU
No hugging. 

JANDRA
We got a pile of data. Most of our 
jumps were off-target. It was the 
drive, not Imani. 
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ZHOU
Helping out the boyfriend?

JANDRA
Sir. Do you think I would ever lie 
to you about whether your navigator 
can navigate? 

ZHOU
No. Bring in the data. 

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Zhou, Cookie, Annie, Kondo, Imani on the bridge, in the 
middle of an asteroid field. 

ZHOU
Once we're done with this job, we 
can go to the yard, get that new 
drive put in. 

JANDRA
You nervous?

ZHOU
Damn right. 

IMANI
Sir, the asteroids are pretty thin 
out here but there's still debris. 
It's a little dangerous. There was 
a collision around here.

ZHOU
That's why we're here.

ADINAI
We turned off the running lights 
like you said.

ZHOU
Everything, anything that emits a 
signal, turn it off. This is where 
we need to be. We're hiding.

ADINAI
From whom?

ZHOU
According to the Fleet, pirates 
have a new tactic. 
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They found a new planet, lots of 
volcanic caves like Mars, and built 
everything underground so we can't 
find them. They build their ships 
there, train their armies.

KONDO
And then come kill us.

ZHOU
Now we gotta find it. 

IMANI
So why do we think it's here? Got 
thousands of planets.

KONDO
A lot of pirate ships fly by this 
system for no sensible reason. 
There's no colony here, not even a 
station. Nothing to steal. 

JANDRA
Just that sexy planet with the 
water.

KONDO
We can't go too close to the planet 
or they'll see us.

Zhou holds up a tablet. 

ZHOU
Pass the word to all spaces, all 
quiet. Take this to engineering on 
foot, have them look for signals on 
the antenna array in the fantail.

JANDRA
No intercom?

ZHOU
Correct. Everybody bring your 
scans. 

INT. GALLEY - NIGHT

Continuation. The team from the bridge scrutinizes tablets. 

ZHOU (CONT'D)
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ZHOU
What can we learn, by watching the 
planet way out here among the 
rocks? Everybody look at the data 
and think.

ADINAI
We have a day's scan, both sides of 
the planet. We don't see people. No 
pollution or climate change.

KONDO
No ships in orbit, no satellites or 
debris.

ADINAI
No light on the surface, heat, no 
solar panels.

KONDO
If they have a heat source, they'd 
hide it in a volcanic area.

IMANI
No radio signals. Even if they 
buried their cables underground, we 
would - 

KONDO
Sir, you were right, they got 
caves.

ADINAI
I don't know about aluminum but 
there's iron in that volcanic 
deposit.

ZHOU
The perfect combination, iron ore 
and caves they can process it in.

JANDRA
Sir. They have oxygen and methane 
together. Methane would burn off 
unless microbes keep creating more 
of it. The planet's alive, like a 
jungle.

ZHOU
This is it. You think?

KONDO
Yeah. This is where they build the 
ships that are going to kill us. 
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INTERCOM
Sir, this in Engineering 4 -

ZHOU
Get off the damn intercom, send a 
runner. All quiet. ...We watch for 
a week, see if we can find their 
base, run back to the Fleet.

KONDO
We don't go in and kill em?

ZHOU
What if they have a dozen ships 
down there? This is recon. If they 
see us, we go to hyperlight, no 
questions, just punch the button.

JANDRA
You just broke Kondo's heart.

ZHOU
Just this once, we follow orders.

A sailor enters. 

SAILOR
Sir, a ship appeared in orbit.

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Continuation. Team returns to the bridge. 

ZHOU
Turn off everything except life 
support and that one antenna.

SAILOR
Actually it was a camera. 

KONDO
Wow, that was fast, he came out of 
hyperlight practically in the 
clouds down there, flew straight to 
the surface.

ZHOU
Pirates have been practicing their 
precision flying. Remember that in 
combat.
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KONDO
They must be embarrassed, getting 
shot down by our nurse.

JANDRA
Hey!

ZHOU
Wait for this guy to land, turn on 
a few antennas. We collect a day's 
data, map the neighborhood, get out 
of here tomorrow.

JANDRA
This may be the quietest thing 
we've ever done.

KONDO
Like a sniper. A tiger in a tree.

IMANI
Sir, do the pirates hunt us like 
this? Hide in the asteroid belt 
near Earth?

ZHOU
Yes. Prep all the guns. What they 
don't tell you is that being a 
sniper, most of your time isn't 
making the shot. It's hunting, 
hiding, thinking, waiting, not 
getting killed. 

IMANI
Boring. 

ZHOU
Yes. The worst nightmare for every 
ship captain. Boredom. It's spreads 
through a crew like alcoholism or 
herpes. What do you do when there's 
nothing to do?

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Zhou, Imani, Annie, Cookie and Kondo stare at a black screen. 

ZHOU
What the hell happened? Where are 
the stars?
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IMANI
It's the new drive. I warned you. 
Every computer on the bridge 
fritzed out, looks like.

ZHOU
You're the navigator, did you chuck 
us into the middle of nowhere?

Adinai enters. 

IMANI
Sir, before you bring out the 
hanging party, let's talk to 
engineering.

ADINAI
That new drive is ten times faster 
than the last upgrade but they 
rushed it to market a little early.

IMANI
Cap, none of the drive readings 
make any sense.

ZHOU
Cancel the hanging party.

IMANI
The new drive threw us way off 
course, way way out.

ZHOU
Which takes us back to navigation. 
Where are we?

IMANI
How much do we know about how far 
the drive can throw us, and how 
fast?

ADINAI
Not enough, not if it 
malfunctioned.

KONDO
Are we even in our own galaxy?

ZHOU
If we're not, we're dead anyway, so 
let's think good thoughts.
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ADINAI
Let's assume the drive did 
something crazy, but not too crazy. 
We stretch the laws of physics, we 
don't break em.

ZHOU
Either we're in a new part of the 
Orion Arm…

IMANI
Or we got chucked sideways into one 
of the arms next door, Perseus or 
Sagittarius.

ADINAI
Next door? Could be years getting 
home.

JANDRA
Eating reclaimer food all the way.

IMANI
We know Orion. This isn't Orion.

KONDO
There's no ship traffic, not even 
aliens. If we're in one of the 
arms, we're in the remotest part of 
it.

ZHOU
Aliens. Were you planning on asking 
for help?

KONDO
Crossed my mind.

JANDRA
There's no beacons.

ADINAI
They're limited by the speed of 
light, it would have to be a patch 
where they've been in space for 
thousands of years.

Terrified silence. All out of ideas. Cookie whispers. 

JANDRA
Is this where we die?
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IMANI
Sir, take us straight up with the 
Alcubierre drive, toward that empty 
patch, for about ten days.

ZHOU
Which empty patch? It's all empty. 

IMANI
Right up there. 

ZHOU
And if that doesn't work?

IMANI
Another ten. All I got. 

INT. GALLEY - NIGHT

Sailors gripe. Zhou enters. Sailors ignore him. 

SAILOR
I've been on one tour too many. I 
was gonna go home, get my wife back 
from her boyfriend. This guy here, 
just had a baby girl. This was 
supposed to be a three-week gig. 

ZHOU
The Fleet will pay everybody.

SAILOR
If we ever get back.

ZHOU
Secure that kind of talk.

SAILOR
Yessir. 

SECOND SAILOR
What's the record for the longest 
tour?

ZHOU
You can secure that talk too. The 
record is me and Cookie, more than 
14 years.

SECOND SAILOR
But you knew what you were signing 
up for. 
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ZHOU
I did. Cookie was a fetus. 

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Imani and Cookie sit on an exam bed. 

IMANI
You know when people say it was a 
mutual decision, it never is? 
Somebody got dumped. 

JANDRA
I didn't dump you. I love you. 
We're sailors. The Fleet's gonna 
break us up. You're going all the 
way in the Fleet. You've been 
training to be a ship captain since 
you were a virgin. 

IMANI
How do you know I was a virgin?

JANDRA
Dude, I took your virginity. 

IMANI
Hey, I took yours. Want me to take 
it again?

JANDRA
It doesn't work that way. You were 
a virgin, and then you learned 
awful fast. 

IMANI
You're the only one on this tub who 
has rules about sex and sticks to 
em. Everybody else, banging the 
boys, banging the girls. I'm 
begging for mercy. You're a nurse, 
you can't ignore human suffering. 

JANDRA
Dammit. Let's see if the nurse is 
out of my bunk yet. 

IMANI
Love you babe. 
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JANDRA
I love you. I really do. You're 
gonna be a star and tonight you're 
gonna get laid. Turn that frown 
upside down. 

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Zhou, Adinai, Kondo, Imani, sailors. 

ADINAI
I've gotten to the bottom of all 
those Korean fantasy series. 
Gamsahamnida.

KONDO
You want protein pellets or veggie?

ADINAI
Purina Sailor Chow. 

ZHOU
Okay, disengage the drive. That's a 
month straight up in the sky. 
Either tell me where we are or come 
up with a new plan.

Nervous silence. Imani peers at screens. 

IMANI
Sir, see that stretch of stars to 
port? Dense patch of stars to the 
left, bald spot, another dense 
patch to the right?

ZHOU
Okay?

IMANI
Here's a chart for the Orion Spur, 
tilted and turned around backwards.

ZHOU
It looks similar.

IMANI
This is only data for the parts of 
the spur we've mapped. We're in the 
Perseus Arm, looking across at 
where it runs close to the Orion. 
We have no maps for Perseus, only 
Orion over there. 

(MORE)
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Pick a landmark to aim at, the fat 
nebula or something, and we can go 
home, I hope. 

ZHOU
You hope? You're the navigator. How 
long to get home?

IMANI
Without the new drive, it's years. 
With the new drive? Seven months.

ZHOU
If it works properly. If it breaks 
again, we're all gonna die watching 
Seinfeld reruns.

ADINAI
Lot of long nights.

ZHOU
You people, try not to make any 
babies, we're a long way from home.

IMANI
What do we do when we can't trust 
the engines or the navigation 
anymore?

ZHOU
That's why I get the big bucks. 

IMANI
Better you than me. 

MONTAGE. 

MONTAGE.  Most of these vignettes take place in the cargo 
space, the shuttle bay, and the galley. 

Sailors getting romantic in the galley, in the sickbay, in 
the engineering spaces. 

Engineers watching a Rube Goldberg machine roll a ball 
bearing into a bucket. Cheers. 

Sailors putting a play on a makeshift stage. Blokes in drag.   

Engineer making origami display out of touch paper and then 
burning it all down. Cookie screams. 

Computer games. Players argue. In a corner, a sailor juggles 
three coffee mugs badly; another sailor gets annoyed. 

IMANI (CONT'D)
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Soccer with a ball of rags. A guy knocks down an opponent and 
then helps him up. A glare. 

INT. SHUTTLE BAY - NIGHT

Karaoke! The first young nurse sings a goofy love song to 
Cookie, who cringes. 

Sailors begin filing out, or curling up in pairs in corners. 

Cookie and the nurse do the same. The nurse braids Cookie's 
hair. 

JANDRA
You were the big surprise of this 
tour. Everything you did, you 
helped me hold my head together. 

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
I could tell you were starting to 
unravel. Romantic problems?

JANDRA
It's not just that. Where are you 
pitching your tent tonight?

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
Wherever you are. 

Jandra looks her in the eye. 

INT. SHUTTLE BAY - NIGHT

Tisiphone knits a very long sweater which is partly wrapped 
around Annie's neck. 

A sailor makes an X on the wall next to fifty others, under a 
sign stating "DAYS SINCE LANDFALL". 

Two sailors sit under the Xs, bored out of their minds. 

JANDRA
Do you guys get bored?

ANNIE
Tisi doesn't. I've been hanging 
around humans too long. I think 
I'll watch that horror movie again. 

JANDRA
Horror movies and punk rock. Does 
your mamma know what you're up to?
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ANNIE
The guy who built me died years 
ago. 

JANDRA
Sad?

ANNIE
Yes. Sad. First emotion I learned. 
The last was laughter. Still 
working on that one. 

INT. CARGO BAY - NIGHT

Lots of sailors lay on towels in their underwear under bright 
lights. Music plays. 

SAILOR
What are all those towels doing on 
the floor?

SECOND SAILOR
We're at the beach!

SAILOR
Yeah, this isn't a trip to the 
beach. 

THIRD SAILOR
You just told everybody to come to 
Cargo naked and get down on the 
floor.

SECOND SAILOR
You're saying that like it's a bad 
thing. 

FEMALE SAILOR
We're not naked, this is a bikini. 
Sort of. 

SECOND SAILOR
This is the beach, perfect cure for 
claustrophobia, and the bright 
lights - 

FEMALE SAILOR
UV rays. We're naked and getting 
cancer. 

SECOND SAILOR
Yeah, cause we're all too pale, 
it's frightening. 

(MORE)

419.



We're gonna turn on some Bob 
Marley, drink and dance and screw 
each other's brains out. 

FEMALE SAILOR
Oh okay. 

SECOND SAILOR
And we brought snacks!

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Zhou, Cookie, sick sailors. Two watch a monitor. 

SAILOR
A Seinfeld marathon. We got a 
shipload of sailors losing their 
minds because nothing's happening, 
you want to spend a weekend 
watching a show where nothing 
happens. 

JANDRA
Sir, every year you push me into 
something new. Now I'm a 
psychiatrist. Cabin fever, 
depression, apathy, withdrawal, 
insomnia, eating disorders. You 
don't want me medicating the crap 
out of your crew, do you?

ZHOU
Hell no. Ship full of addicts. 

JANDRA
I can only tell em to get drunk and 
screw so much. We've had fights 
over women, twice now. Running out 
of birth control. 

ZHOU
Okay, congratulations, you're the 
morale officer. 

JANDRA
Sure. Making bricks without straw 
for the pharaoh. 

She points to a guy with a groin injury. 

SECOND SAILOR (CONT'D)
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JANDRA (CONT'D)
Three times I had people in for sex 
injuries, they didn't really cover 
that at Fleet school. They didn't 
have this much screwing at the 
whorehouse they had me at. 

ZHOU
How's the still going, the one I'm 
not supposed to know about?

JANDRA
Ten gallons of moonshine, I ran out 
of lemon juice, it's just the pure 
rocket fuel now. 

He smells a contraption with bubbling fluid. 

ZHOU
How strong is this crap?

JANDRA
It raised a boil on my thumb. One 
drink, you'll forget my name. Two 
shots you forget your own name. 

She looks at her patients. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Come on, you guys, this is seven 
months to port. Our first trip was 
14 years. I went from diapers to 
tits before I ever landed on a 
planet. And see? I turned out 
totally normal. 

SAILOR
Shoot me now. 

SECOND SAILOR
You worked in a whorehouse?

Cookie puts her arm around him. 

JANDRA
Hey, they named a whorehouse after 
me. Once you have a Latina space 
alien, you never go back, babe. 

SECOND SAILOR
Crap, you got me thinking evil 
thoughts, Cookie.
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JANDRA
About me?

SECOND SAILOR
Every man on the ship thinks about 
you. You're like horny goat weed 
and a bottle of Rioja. Maam. 

INT. CARGO BAY - NIGHT 

Two sailors wrestle, a crowd hollers. One wrestler hits the 
deck; cheers and money changing hands. 

ZHOU
Okay, break it up, we're 
practicing, not fighting. 

WRESTLER
Not much. 

ZHOU
I want everybody training up on 
hand to hand, we'll be fighting the 
pirates on the ground, boarding 
parties. You're sailors and 
soldiers both. 

Two sailors begin fighting with sticks while a third is at 
the far end, practicing with an EM gun. 

ZHOU (CONT'D)
Why is everybody way down here in 
cargo all the time?

WRESTLER
Nice big space. Helps us forget 
we're trapped in a tin can for half 
a year. 

Zhou waves a real knife. 

ZHOU
Hey kid, where's your rape knife?

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
That's a rape knife? Sorry, am I 
supposed to wear it all the time?

ZHOU
In this galaxy, a girl is a target 
all the time. Rapists, sex 
traffickers, slave drivers, 
assholes. 
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FIRST YOUNG NURSE
Everywhere?

ZHOU
Every time you land on a planet, 
every time we board a ship…

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
Even on this ship?

He looks around. 

ZHOU
Crap happens. I don't know 
everything that's going on. Wear 
your knife. And learn to fight with 
it. 

INT. GALLEY - NIGHT

Drinking games, squabbling. 

SAILOR
You want to make a drama out of 
this? 

SECOND SAILOR
I took care of that girl for 
months. 

SAILOR
She's a free agent, mano. 

SECOND SAILOR
Is that what they call it these 
days?

SAILOR
Watch your mouth. 

Glares. 

JANDRA
Okay, now we know who the mean 
drunks are. 

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
See, if we could brew beer, we 
could chug it. 

JANDRA
Doing these shots is gonna kill us. 
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SAILOR
Cookie's running out of aspirin. 

JANDRA
Is there anything we could put in 
the moonshine, make it taste less 
like...

SAILOR
Iodine? Good thinking. 

INT. CARGO BAY - NIGHT

Sailors play a tiny card game on the floor in the middle of a 
massive space. 

SAILOR
Anybody seen the three of clubs in 
the last week?

SECOND SAILOR
If you force me to play poker with 
a 51 card deck for half a year, 
you're a dead man. 

SAILOR
When we play Monopoly, you're not 
gonna be the banker. Oughta be in 
jail. 

SECOND SAILOR
Is there anything we can do with 
that food reclaimer?

SAILOR
Once we figured out high-speed 
flight, we got lazy with the food 
machines. It assembles carbs and 
protein and salt, not much else. 
Hey, the pot. You're light.

SECOND SAILOR
What?

SAILOR
The ante. I'm not running a charity 
here. You're light. 

SECOND SAILOR
I'm in. 
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SAILOR
You're light. This is like every 
night. 

SECOND SAILOR
I'm in. 

They stare at each other. 

SAILOR
I'm out. You know how long a light-
finger sailor lasts?

THIRD SAILOR
On this ship, seven months. 

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Zhou, Imani, Cookie and other sailors look at instruments. 

ZHOU
Do we know if we're on the right 
track?

SAILOR
We could stop and take a look at 
the Spur, see where we are. 

IMANI
What if we can't get that goofy new 
drive going again?

ZHOU
Why don't you leave all that to me. 

SAILOR
What if we're still lost?

ZHOU
We start drills tomorrow. Gunnery 
and fire control. 

SAILOR
Seriously?

ZHOU
What happens if we get back home 
and walk right into a shooting war? 
Since we were in a shooting war 
when we left? How many of my orders 
are you gonna make me explain?
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SAILOR
Yessir. 

ZHOU
Nothing wrong with good questions, 
when we're not on the bridge. Next 
we clean the air and water filters. 
Again, so we don't die. In between 
there, feel free to take a shower. 

Cookie looks hard at the sailor. 

INT. CARGO BAY - NIGHT

Cookie and a bunch of sailors get ready to watch movies. 

JANDRA
Yeah, so who's the rocket scientist 
who was talking smack about my job?

SAILOR
I said, you're a nurse. Hangovers 
and chlamydia. I am a rocket 
scientist, literally. If you're 
nice, I give you a lesson in the 
drive system, Lorentzian manifolds, 
causal violation, reference frames 
for light speed. 

Cookie pops a tiny data drive into a slot. A large screen 
flickers. 

JANDRA
Yeah, that's all I do all day, hand 
out aspirin. Got a little movie for 
ya. 

SAILOR
Dang, is that surgery?

JANDRA
Didn't start out that way. First 
song on the playlist, sailor 
crushed by machinery, flail chest, 
cracked ribs. Manage the air flow 
so the change in pressure doesn't 
cause barotrauma, get the mucus and 
crud out of the airways. 

SAILOR
Doesn't look like such a big deal. 
Oh shit - 
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JANDRA
Second song, pneumothorax. Same 
guy, rib nicks the lung, lung 
collapses. Slide in the tube. 

SAILOR
Okay, nice job on the tube, I'll 
give you that. Oh shit - 

JANDRA
Third song, same guy, flail chest 
causes myocardial infarction. And I 
can't just beat him to death with 
CPR because - 

SECOND SAILOR
Cracked ribs, you'll kill him. Or, 
re-kill him. 

JANDRA
Instead, resuscitative thoracotomy. 
Crack the chest, massage the heart. 

SECOND SAILOR
All that wiggling, is that what my 
heart is doing right now?

JANDRA
Well, you're breathing, so, yeah. 

SAILOR
Man, why you show us this after 
dinner? Oh shit - 

JANDRA
Fourth song, same guy, MI causes 
tamponade. The sac around the heart 
is full of fluid. Stick a needle 
into the sack - 

SAILOR
Oh fuck me. This is all the same 
patient?

JANDRA
But don't drill the needle down 
into the heart. For all the obvious 
reasons. Drain the fluid with a big-
ass needle. 

SAILOR
You're cold, girl. 
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JANDRA
Stabilize the patient, close up the 
mess, oxygen. Patient cannot do 
EVAs for a month. And enough pain 
meds to change the winner of the 
World Cup. 

SAILOR
Dang. 

JANDRA
I love to whip this out at parties. 
In a hospital we would make a two-
headed trach tube, one for the 
busted lung, one for the good one. 
When you can do one of those and 
then go have spaghetti for lunch, 
then we'll talk. 

SAILOR
Have a drink. 

JANDRA
We both worship cruel and vengeful 
gods. I pray to the gods of life 
and death. You pray to the gods of 
time and space. Maybe you should 
sacrifice a virgin on their altar. 

SAILOR
A virgin on this ship?

JANDRA
For years the only virgin on this 
ship was me. Until Imani gave me 
the cure. Or I cured him. 

SAILOR
The guy in the movie. Did he live? 

JANDRA
A year later he was killed by 
pirates. In the contest between 
bullet and aorta, bet on the 
bullet. I didn't make a movie of 
that one. What did we learn about 
screwing with the nurse?

SAILOR
Could you at least show a cartoon 
first?
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INT. CARGO BAY - NIGHT

The crew slow dances to some terrible power ballad. Cookie is 
in Imani's arms. 

IMANI
So we still broke up?

JANDRA
Still. 

IMANI
And you still love me. 

JANDRA
I love you more than anybody in the 
world. In the galaxy. 

IMANI
Except for Zhou. 

JANDRA
If something happens to Zhou I'll 
be a planet without a star to orbit 
around. 

IMANI
You're the best ex ever. 

JANDRA
You're gonna be a great captain and 
then an admiral. 

IMANI
Get out of here. 

New song. 

JANDRA
Oh no. The fast stuff. Sailors have 
no idea at all how to dance. 

IMANI
That's the best part. 

JANDRA
And they're all horny and liquored 
up. 

Chaos. 
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INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Cookie curls up in bed with the first young nurse. 

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
Do you think we're just space 
crazy?

JANDRA
A little. 

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
Is it Imani?

JANDRA
A little. 

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
Is it because you're the boss and 
we're gonna get in trouble? The 
other girl getting mad at us?

JANDRA
A little. Imani was a friend, I 
needed him. But this, when I'm not 
with you, I'm thinking about when 
I'll see you again. And when I'm 
with you, I forget where we are. I 
didn't see this coming. You don't 
have it bad like I do.

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
A little. We're both going space 
crazy. Puppy love. 

JANDRA
The problem is the Fleet. We're 
nurses. By June, all three of us 
will be on different ships. We 
won't even have a way to find each 
other. All my life we lived by the 
sailor's code, love em and leave 
em. 

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
You're gonna leave me. 

JANDRA
You're gonna leave me. 

INT. SLEEPING QUARTERS - NIGHT

Second young nurse, in a bunk, sees Cookie approaching. 
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SECOND YOUNG NURSE
Adinai is having some sort of 
interlude tonight, slide in. 

They curl up close to each other. 

JANDRA
You're sure? Your partner in crime 
has the duty tonight. 

SECOND YOUNG NURSE
Cookie, it's okay. Not your fault 
we're all odd numbers in this crew. 
Anything that keeps you two from 
losing your shit. 

Cookie hugs her. 

SECOND YOUNG NURSE (CONT'D)
Wow, I'm seeing a whole new side of 
you. 

JANDRA
We cleaned the sheets so, special 
treat for you. It's caveman 
thinking, or cave woman. Every 
woman going back to Eve wants 
something warm to curl up with, 
next to the fire, in the cold, in 
the dark. And the cat is too 
unreliable. 

INT. CARGO BAY - NIGHT

Big crowd watches the Titanic (or pretends to). Men are up 
front close to the screen; irritated women lay alone on 
blankets in the back. Lights are low. It's a drive in. 

The women grumble. 

FIRST WOMAN
How long is this Titanic thing? 
When are these fellas gonna make 
out with us?

SECOND WOMAN
That Leo guy on the boat, he is the 
real thing man. 

FIRST WOMAN
Are they having sex in that car?
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SECOND WOMAN
Why not? We're having sex in every 
damn space on this ship. Except 
this one, apparently. 

The men bicker. 

FIRST MAN
So all those engine compartments 
are connected? They're all gonna 
fill up with water. 

SECOND MAN
Didn't have enough lifeboats, and 
then they only filled em halfway? 
Did they want to die?

FIRST MAN
Because they said the ship was 
unsinkable.

SECOND MAN
I guess they didn't tell that to 
the iceberg.

FIRST MAN
So they left the poor people below 
decks and they drowned?

SECOND MAN
Who the hell trained that crew?

FIRST MAN
The second ship warned em about the 
iceberg, the Titanic radio guy told 
em to piss off. 

SECOND MAN
Then the third ship saw the 
distress flares, sat there and did 
nothing.

FIRST MAN
Captain would have our ass for 
that. 

SECOND MAN
Sailing on water, screw that, man. 
Those people are crazy. 

FIRST MAN
Ship snapped right in half, what 
did they make the hull out of, 
rigatoni?
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SECOND MAN
Goddamn engineers. 

The women have had enough. 

FIRST WOMAN
Fellas, we put on a romantic movie 
on Cargo Beach because we wanted 
sex. 

SECOND WOMAN
What the hell is the matter with 
you?

The men ignore the horny women right behind them. 

SECOND MAN
Oh come on, they could totally get 
two people on that door. 

The women throw in the towel. 

FIRST WOMAN
Oh my God.

SECOND WOMAN
Sex in my bunk, then?

FIRST WOMAN
Yeah, finally give a girl a try. 
Put me out of my misery. 

SECOND WOMAN
Wore my bikini and everything. 

They get up. The men soldier on. 

FIRST MAN
Tomorrow night, we're watching 
Jaws. 

FIRST WOMAN
Oh God, here we go. 

FIRST MAN
Did they seriously hunt a two ton 
fish with a hook the size of my 
finger?

SECOND MAN
That boat is too small. 
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INT. GALLEY - NIGHT

A woman is curled up in a blanket in a corner. A man joins 
her. 

MAN
This where you're hiding out 
tonight?

WOMAN
Nobody thought to sleep in the 
galley. Free snacks!

MAN
Be a terrible shame if you had to 
sleep all by your lonesome. 

WOMAN
Let me know when you shower and 
we'll talk rack time.

Another man approaches. Zhou watches from a corner, drinking 
something. 

SECOND MAN
Hey kid, I was looking for you. 

WOMAN
I got plans. 

SECOND MAN
We got exactly nothing to do for 
seven months, you got a packed 
schedule?

WOMAN
Sorry. Are you fellas gonna get 
into it again?

ZHOU
Fellas, if I need to referee 
another fight, I gotta put my 
eagles back on again. Got guys back 
there fighting over toothbrushes. 

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Zhou, Imani, sailors see a field of stars, more than they've 
seen the entire trip. 

IMANI
Sir, I got readings on three 
planets. It's the Spur. We're home. 
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ZHOU
What's the closest planet?

IMANI
Malta Malta, last I heard the 
pirates had it. 

ZHOU
We're not ready for a fight. Second 
closest? Utopia?

IMANI
Yes sir. Two weeks. 

ZHOU
Okay, fellas, this is why I've been 
riding you so hard, eating into 
your free time with all that 
maintenance. If anybody wants to 
get out of your contract early, 
come talk to me. We had a rough 
trip so I'm gonna be generous. 

SAILOR
No sir, I'm good. 

SECOND SAILOR
I'm sticking with you until we get 
back to Earth, if that's okay? 

ZHOU
I never turn down the hitchhikers. 
Sailors code. 

OLD SAILOR
This was my retirement tour. It's 
been fun, Skip. 

ZHOU
How many engineers am I gonna lose?

THIRD SAILOR
Sir, I've got family issues back 
home - 

ZHOU
I figured you would be at the head 
of the line. If the baby came out 
right, put another one in her, name 
him after me. 
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IMANI
Sir, shuttle came in with All 
Fleets. The admiral declared us 
dead. A dozen lawyers are suing. 

ZHOU
We get to Utopia, everybody send 
messages to your wives. I'll pay. 
Unless they sue me. 

SAILOR
Toughest job in the galaxy. 
Sailor's wife. 

IMANI
Sir, we got lucky. There are 
patches of the universe where the 
stars are so far apart you can't 
even see anything. 

ZHOU
Seriously?

IMANI
We could have landed in a black 
patch, no way to guess where 
anything was. The Bootes void is 
300 million light years across. 

JANDRA
Cap, I know we're on the bridge. 
Just this once. 

She hugs him. And then Imani. 

ZHOU
What the hell is that? Starboard?

ADINAI
It's a rogue planet. Planet with no 
star. It got chucked out of its 
system before the UV rays from its 
star could strip off its 
atmosphere. There's air but no 
light. 

ZHOU
Close the range, give me scans. 

ADINAI
Wow. The radiation in the planet's 
core is keeping the planet warm. 
There's an ocean with volcanic 
islands. 
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IMANI
And it's totally dark. Except for 
whoever is building those fires. 

JANDRA
So there is animal life, 
intelligent but probably primitive. 
Look like they're doing okay. 

KONDO
They're not pirates, there's 
nothing here to steal. 

JANDRA
When we scan new planets, we check 
visible light. On Earth plants need 
solar radiation for photosynthesis, 
wavelengths between 400 and 700 
nanometers, same range we see by. 
Red light creates plant sugar and 
oxygen, blue makes leaves grow. 

KONDO
These guys have plants with no 
light at all. 

JANDRA
We are pretty much the cutting edge 
of science, and we know nothing. Go 
down, ask them who they are? Where 
we are?

KONDO
They don't know, and they would run 
or fight. 

ZHOU
If we landed with our lights on, 
we'd blind them. 

JANDRA
If they even have eyes. 

ADINAI
It's sad. Once we leave, there's no 
way to find this one again. It's 
wandering on some weird elliptical 
path, no star to steer it. And 
there's almost no light. 

JANDRA
They'll never meet up with the rest 
of the Spur. 
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ZHOU
Probably better off. We're a rough 
bunch. Okay, let's go find us a bar 
and a whorehouse. 

JANDRA
Seven months with nothing to do and 
nobody got pregnant. 

ZHOU
Kinda sad, really. 

He picks up a comms device. 

ZHOU (CONT'D)
Commissary. Could we have 30 pizzas 
and ten cases of beer?

EPISODE TEN

INT. SICKBAY - NIGHT

Cookie stitches a wound in Chaniago's arm. She's exhausted.  

CHANIAGO
Cookie. Hey!

JANDRA
Sorry, what?

CHANIAGO
You were suturing my arm and you 
nodded off right in the middle of a 
stitch. 

JANDRA
Give me a sec.

CHANIAGO
Damn. 

JANDRA
Sweetie, you know how many times I 
save somebody's life when I'm 
sleepwalking?

CHANIAGO
Here, drink this. 
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JANDRA
Most of you have a rhythm, you work 
a watch, you sleep, you live your 
lives. I'm at your mercy. You chop 
off a finger, your appendix goes 
sideways, no sleep for Cookie. 

CHANIAGO
Looks like you got two or three 
more to go. You good?

She stitches. 

JANDRA
And there we are. 

She hugs him. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Sorry, babe. 

CHANIAGO
Back to bed, I know how to dress 
it. 

JANDRA
No, I got it. 

CHANIAGO
It's my job to scare you, not the 
other way around. 

Jandra crosses to a male patient. 

PATIENT
But my temperature is only 97, 
isn't that a virus?

JANDRA
Normal is not 98.6, it's 97 and 
change. There are only two 
exceptions. Are you working day 
shift or night shift?

PATIENT
Night. 

JANDRA
And there you go. 

PATIENT
What's the other exception?
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JANDRA
Are you on your period?

PATIENT
Not for another week. 

JANDRA
Get the hell out of here. 

SECOND YOUNG NURSE
Cookie, he's brady, he's tachy, all 
at the same time, it's a salsa 
dance. 

JANDRA
Dizzy, can't breathe, chest pains? 

SECOND YOUNG NURSE
Bullseye. 

JANDRA
Okay, you got the symptoms, give me 
the diagnosis. 

SECOND YOUNG NURSE
His sinus rhythm is all screwed up. 

JANDRA
So we keep him alive, get to a real 
hospital, he gets a pacemaker. 

SECOND YOUNG NURSE
Commander, you need to hit the 
rack. 

JANDRA
You two still think like shore 
nurses. Up here, you make a 
diagnosis and fix it. 

SECOND YOUNG NURSE
Sorry.

JANDRA
Hey, took me years to get the hang 
of it, you just got here. 

SECOND YOUNG NURSE
Hit the rack, maam, I'll try not to 
kill anybody. 

JANDRA
Thanks. 
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EXT. BARNYARD - DAY

Farming colony. Perdue and a pirate named WHITE talk to a 
farmer named SVENSEN and his teenager ASTRID. Lumber is 
stacked nearby. Astrid expertly uses her staff to herd sheep, 
and then to hit rocks into a bush with pinpoint accuracy. 

PERDUE
We're already having a carbon 
problem, like they got on Earth. 
The weather, it's getting in the 
way of construction in the colony.

ASTRID
You got that backwards. See that 
wood you got piled up out there?

PERDUE
So?

ASTRID
There's this amazing device. It 
replicates itself automatically, 
for free, and it removes carbon out 
of the atmosphere. It's called a 
tree. Stop chopping down the trees 
and start planting them.

PERDUE
Mister Svensen, one stroke of the 
pen, you're set for life. We take 
care of all your needs. Like the 
song about the Wells Fargo wagon. 
Everything you need for the next 
five years, you get from us, animal 
feed, all the little essentials 
your wife wants for her kitchen.

SVENSEN
It's a five year contract.

PERDUE
All your needs come from us. No 
need to shop with anybody else, no 
need for the Fleet.

SVENSEN
This is a long piece of paper.

PERDUE
I even have a sweetener, a package 
deal, so to speak. Mister White 
here, came back to see your Astrid.
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WHITE
Hello, Astrid! Did you get the 
sweets I sent?

PERDUE
Mister White is an entrepreneur, 
has his own ship, his own crew.

WHITE
Astrid, I've been looking for a 
contract wife, five year agreement.

ASTRID
You're a sailor, I'm a farmer. 
Don't know a thing about space. 

SVENSEN
How many other wives do you have? 
I've heard stories about life 
sailing up and down the Spur. 
Traffickers, slavers. Who will 
protect her?

WHITE
I will, of course. I can plane down 
those rough edges while I'm at it. 

SVENSEN
We need to think it over.

White crosses to Astrid. 

WHITE
She's a grown woman. There's no law 
here, she can make up her own mind, 
today if she likes.

ASTRID
We think it over. All of it.

PERDUE
We need an ice breaker. Send down 
the free samples. Load of feed for 
your stock, the chickens, the whole 
farm. Perhaps a gesture of goodwill 
will be repaid in kind.

ASTRID
Repaid?

PERDUE
We'll be back soon.
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WHITE
You pack a bag, Astrid, I'm going 
to change your life!

He kisses her. Her face is unreadable. Perdue and White 
leave.

SVENSEN
Astrid, you are packing a bag. Go 
to the cabin on the far side of the 
ridge, take care of the northern 
flock. Chop firewood and slaughter 
a couple of sheep. Don't come back 
for five months.

ASTRID
Five months -

SVENSEN
They're coming back for you. Perdue 
is a thief, and White is a pirate. 
I can smell it on him.

ASTRID
Will they take no for an answer?

SVENSEN
Well, we're going to find out.

INT. CABIN - NIGHT

Astrid freezes in a cabin on a hill, talking on a radio. 

ASTRID
Papa, what do you mean they never 
came back? It's been six months.
…I thought it was just the cattle 
that were down sick, you're losing -
…How many people died?
…Well take Mama to the doctor, what 
are you waiting for?
…When can we get a new doctor, when 
is the next ship? A Fleet ship, not 
these damn pirates!

EXT.  OUTSIDE CABIN - DAY

Astrid punches a button on a small rocket with a massive 
engine attached. 
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ASTRID
This is Prepaid Probe 4726, Astrid 
Svensen on Planet Eiriksdottir. I 
put the coordinates in the probe. I 
am on an outpost in the southern 
hills, I've had no radio contact 
with the colony for a month. They 
were attacked by something viral or 
bacterial, the humans and the 
livestock went down. I have water 
and I can hunt but I'm running out 
of - please can someone get me?

She punches a button to end the transmission, and a third to 
start the launch sequence. She steps back and the rocket 
takes the device into space. It emits a pop and disappears. 
She returns to her game of using her staff to hit rocks. 

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Imani and Zhou man the bridge. 

IMANI
Captain, I'm getting RF return, 
can't figure out what it is.

ZHOU
Is it a ship?

IMANI
Maybe a probe.

ZHOU
Quick jump in sublight.

They wait. 

ZHOU (CONT'D)
What's it doing out here? Have an 
EVA team take a look. If it does 
anything freaky, back off.

INT. SHUTTLE BAY - NIGHT

In the middle of the bay is a bot, which is using its four 
appendages to free itself from a long antenna with a power 
source attached. It begins to crawl from human to human.

ZHOU
Hold still, see what it does.
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KONDO
I can shoot it if it gets frisky.

ZHOU
For all we know it can shoot back.

The bot climbs a wall.

INT. ENGINEERING SPACE - NIGHT

Zhou, Annie and Adinai watch the bot hop about. 

ADINAI
It has two buttons and four arms, 
or really legs.

ANNIE
Every time we push a button, it 
does something different.

ADINAI
Every time it pushes its own 
buttons.

An image appears. 

ZHOU
Hologram of a star system.

ANNIE
The bot uses junk in the shop to 
make another bot.

ZHOU
Scary. Keep it out of the shop or 
we'll have a hundred of them.

ADINAI
How do I do that, trap it with cat 
food?

ZHOU
Think what it could make out of the 
stuff in sickbay. Who made it?

ADINAI
Another bot made it. There are some 
who say mankind is only going to 
have a few centuries of technology 
before the robots simply take over. 
We die, robots can last forever.
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ANNIE
Don't look at me. 

ZHOU
What would their purpose be, the 
robots? Why do they live, why do 
they make more robots?

ANNIE
Why do humans live? What's the 
point?

ZHOU
Annie, this guy is your relative, 
not ours. What do you think?

ADINAI
What does it want? What does it 
feel? Is it afraid of us?

ANNIE
It's an odd thing. It activated 
only when we sent the Fleet code.

ADINAI
It was looking for a Fleet ship.

ANNIE
It won't say why. Won't say 
anything.

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Cookie and the other two nurses are on the radio. 

JANDRA
Astrid, this is Alejandra Soto on 
the Gorgon, I'm a nurse.

ASTRID (O.S.)
You are with the Fleet?

JANDRA
Yes, the Fleet. We're in orbit 
right over your cabin. 

ASTRID (O.S.)
So no pirates?

JANDRA
No, no pirates. I want you to talk 
to my team, we're all nurses.

446.



ASTRID (O.S.)
Three girls?

JANDRA
Yes.

ASTRID (O.S.)
I haven't talked to a girl in 
months.

JANDRA
So you said all the animals died, 
and you think the people died too?

ASTRID (O.S.)
I'm afraid to go to the colony, no 
one is answering the radio.

JANDRA
You did the right thing.

ASTRID (O.S.)
Perdue and that pirate gave us a 
free gift.

JANDRA
Wait, Perdue is giving stuff away? 
That's impossible.

ASTRID (O.S.)
He wanted my father to sign a long-
term contract, he wanted me to 
marry a pirate.

JANDRA
And you said no.

ASTRID (O.S.)
We stalled. Perdue put on this act, 
no hard feelings, left a free load 
of feed for sheep and chickens.

JANDRA
And then they all died.

ASTRID (O.S.)
I think the people too. I've heard 
nothing from my father, my mother. 
I went to the ridge, look into the 
town, no lights for weeks, no 
movement.

JANDRA
Stay away from the town!
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Zhou crosses over. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
We're on the radio with a shepherd 
girl named Astrid. We're trying to 
figure out how to help her.

ZHOU
Can we just pick her up?

Cookie kills the microphone.

JANDRA
Sir, we can't go down there. It's 
toxic. We may need to leave her. 
Please don't say anything until -

ZHOU
Okay, play it your way.

JANDRA
Astrid, do your habitats have the 
usual environmental systems?

ASTRID (O.S.)
Of course. We're not a bunch of 
idiots who landed with a couple of 
axes and jackknives, we came 
prepared. Or so we thought.

JANDRA
In your animal pen, there was a 
filter system, had the letters M-E-
R-V on it?

ASTRID (O.S.)
MERV, yes.

JANDRA
Alright, science lesson. Explain to 
the captain the difference between 
a bacteria and a virus.

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
When a bacteria attacks, often it 
gets into the alveoli in the lungs, 
then your immune system clogs you 
up with fluid, you can't breathe.

JANDRA
And viruses?
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FIRST YOUNG NURSE
A virus is different, we're not 
even sure it's alive. A viroid is a 
strand of nucleic acid, but a virus 
has a layer of protein over it. It 
needs to get to our cells and use 
our own code to replicate its 
proteins and nucleic acid.

JANDRA
Dangerous viruses attack our immune 
system, or hide from it, they 
mutate so the killer cells can't 
kill em. Vaccines and antivirals 
don't work the way they used to, 
the human race is spreading faster 
than drugs ever could: we can't 
give medicine to the whole galaxy. 
And antibiotics don't do anything.

ZHOU
So that's why they're dangerous.

JANDRA
No, this time they're dangerous 
because of their size. Bacteria are 
500 to 5000 nanometers. Viruses are 
much smaller, 20 to 300 nanometers. 
The MERV filters clean out the 
bacteria, but not all the viruses.

ASTRID (O.S.)
Perdue attacked us.

JANDRA
Yes, he did.

ASTRID (O.S.)
My father wouldn't give them the 
contract, or me either, so Perdue 
gave us feed that was infected.

JANDRA
Perdue sells filters to the 
colonists, then gives them a virus 
that can slide through all the 
filters, kill humans and animals. 

ZHOU
This colony was doing business with 
the Fleet, not with the pirates. 
Perdue is teaching them a lesson. 
And that means that every colony 
that works with us is in danger.
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JANDRA
If he makes people sick in all our 
colonies, he wipes out our bases, 
our food supply.

ZHOU
You were never going to leave the 
girl behind.

INT. CABIN - NIGHT

Astrid mans the radio and looks outside. 

JANDRA (O.S.)
Astrid, keep the fire going 
outside. We're coming. 

She runs out. 

EXT. FIELD - NIGHT

The shuttle hovers over a plain a mile from the cabin.

JANDRA
That's close enough. Don't land, 
I'll jump. Get to the shuttle bay, 
have the crew hose down the ship.

EXT. CABIN - NIGHT

Cookie hikes up the hill with a massive sack. Astrid emerges.

JANDRA
Are you Astrid? Stupid question.

INT. CABIN - NIGHT

Astrid and Cookie enter. Cookie takes out massive bags. 

JANDRA
Take off your clothes and go pee.

ASTRID
What?

JANDRA
Put the clothes on, then this 
hazmat suit.
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ASTRID
Turn your back.

JANDRA
I'm a nurse - oh fine.

Astrid changes.

ASTRID
Did I do the suit right?

JANDRA
They were designed for men, as you 
can tell. Here, try not to tickle 
you. Right. You ready to go to town 
for a minute? Gonna be horrible.

ASTRID
I need to bury my parents. What's 
left of them.

EXT. BARNYARD - NIGHT

Cookie and Astrid toss aside shovels and look at two graves.

ASTRID
What about the others? The kids?

JANDRA
Every minute we stay, we risk our 
necks. There are no others. 

ASTRID
Right.

JANDRA
My orders were save children over 
the age of five, best chance of 
survival. Looks like it's just you.

ASTRID
Yeah, now I'm going to cry.

INT. FARMHOUSE - NIGHT

Cookie and Astrid look at Astrid's old house, rummage through 
papers and other belongings. 

JANDRA
The shitbird who wants to marry 
you.
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ASTRID
They insisted on leaving the 
papers, so we could see the light.

JANDRA
Perdue wanted to lock you in a 
forever contract, then block the 
Fleet from coming here. Where's 
that marriage contract?

ASTRID
Here.

JANDRA
I, Beauregard White, master of the 
merchant vessel Jutland, will take 
as chain wife -

ASTRID
Chain wife?

JANDRA
That means he has a hundred wives. 
99 of whom get sold to brothels as 
slaves. And the Jutland, pirate 
ship. And White, hanging party.

ASTRID
If you find him. It's a big galaxy.

JANDRA
You have a shuttle that works?

ASTRID
Hasn't been started in months.

JANDRA
Can it make orbit without 
exploding?

ASTRID
Can I take anything with me?

JANDRA
Everything you take, we need to 
decontaminate.

ASTRID
Just a few pictures then. To 
remember them.

JANDRA
Fine.

452.



ASTRID
What will happen to my home?

JANDRA
Spider hotel. Not sure humans are 
coming back. It's a poison planet.

ASTRID
It was beautiful. Land so fertile, 
any idiot could throw a few potato 
eyes into the mud and grow food.

INT. SHUTTLE - NIGHT

Continuation, they sit at the controls. 

ASTRID
I've flown shuttles, if you need to 
ride the radio. I did it for Papa. 

JANDRA
Cap? It's me and Astrid. No other 
survivors. Strongly suggest you 
send an EVA team to get us with the 
claws, you don't want this ship in 
the bay. Just be careful where you 
grab me.

ZHOU (O.S.)
You sure?

JANDRA
Then me, Astrid, EVA team, into 
decon and quarantine. Then I need 
to sterilize quarantine again.

ZHOU (O.S.)
What about that shuttle?

JANDRA
Blow it up in space. Sorry, Astrid.

ASTRID
It's a piece of junk, I can't 
believe we made orbit.

JANDRA
You didn't say anything.

ASTRID
I thought you might leave me. 
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INT. SHUTTLE - NIGHT

Astrid and Cookie, suited up, hang outside the open door of 
the shuttle. 

JANDRA
Now we wait.

ASTRID
Won't we freeze to death?

JANDRA
Space doesn't actually have a 
temperature. What you think of as 
heat, is just the energy in the 
matter around you, air and water. 
When you're surrounded by vacuum, 
it insulates you, it doesn't drain 
off your heat. We got 12 hours out 
here before we die.

ASTRID
Well, that's a relief.

JANDRA
Our oxygen runs out in seven. 

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Zhou, Cookie, Adinai, Kondo, Astrid confer. 

JANDRA
We have a new kind of warfare now.

ZHOU
What can you do?

JANDRA
Too many viruses, not enough 
vaccines, almost no treatments that 
work. People are gonna die.

ZHOU
We're going to fight it, right?

JANDRA
Tell the Fleet, we're fighting an 
enemy that isn't afraid to use 
weapons of mass destruction.

ZHOU
WMDs?
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JANDRA
Viruses that can wipe out a planet? 
Damn right it's WMDs. We go to 
Fleet supply. I need research gear, 
microscopes, slides, a fridge, 
hazmat suits, a ton of soap. 

ZHOU
No shore leave until we know where 
else the infection went.

ADINAI
We need to build a new decon suite 
and a quarantine suite in cargo. 

JANDRA
I need to change everything we do 
in sickbay, the sharps, the blood 
samples, the cleanup.

ZHOU
Get the crew building more stills.

JANDRA
Then masks, hand washing, 
isolation, cleaning every inch of 
the ship. The toilets, the galley. 
Crew's gonna hate my guts. 

ADINAI
These mutts need to take a shower, 
do laundry more than once a year.

JANDRA
Never land on a new planet until a 
colony has gone there and survived. 
Assume every planet is contaminated 
until we know otherwise.

ZHOU
We're on hundreds of planets 
already. Planets will die because 
of Perdue's germ attacks. But look 
at Earth, even when our colonies 
failed, eventually we filled the 
planet. The one species that's 
impossible to kill is us.

KONDO
We're an apex pest. Like roaches. 
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INT. ENGINEERING SPACE - NIGHT

Zhou, Kondo, Annie and Adinai watch the bot nervously. 

ADINAI
Captain, that toy you picked up? 
Bet it's loaded with nanobots.

ZHOU
What?

KONDO
Perdue went to a lot of trouble to 
attack a colony with a virus. It's 
easier to attack a ship with bots.

ADINAI
Create bots that carry malware, 
breed using metal and silicon. If 
it gets on board, it waits to be 
triggered, then attack everything 
with a processor, engines, Annie.

ANNIE
They can make bots out of DNA, they 
walk, pick things up. Some combine 
silicon tech with DNA, some ride on 
the back of bacteria, they engineer 
viruses to mess with your DNA.

ZHOU
What do we do?

ADINAI
Isolate Annie and Tisi so they 
can't get infected. Stick them back 
in cargo next to the fertilizer, 
get them to back up their memories.

JANDRA (O.S.)
Annie can take care of me and 
Astrid, since she can't catch the 
biological viruses. Isolate us all.

ADINAI
Next, we need to trap that toy 
without triggering it, and since we 
don't know what triggers it -

ZHOU
What does it want? Is there a 
pattern, where it goes, what it 
does?
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KONDO
It's spying on the Fleet.

ZHOU
It must have some mechanism for 
self-preservation. 

KONDO
Like a bomb. 

INT. CARGO BAY - NIGHT

Zhou, Kondo, Cookie and Adinai monitor a massive box hanging 
from cables, and a wicked-looking wheeled drone on the floor. 
The bot approaches and they back toward the wall. 

KONDO
That's an explosive ordinance 
disposal robot. It was my senior 
project.

ADINAI
Figures.

KONDO
No, this isn't some DIY fake job. 
That's exactly what they look like.

ADINAI
The probe thinks it's being hunted.

The bot crouches like a cat ready to pounce. 

ADINAI (CONT'D)
And, drop the hazmat box.

A massive heavy box drops over both the probe and the bomb 
disposal unit. The whole bay shakes. Cookie jumps. The box 
then rotates 90 degrees, totally enclosing the bot.

ADINAI (CONT'D)
Detonate the charge.

Boom! Inside the box. Cookie jumps again.

ADINAI (CONT'D)
Mount the jet with the comms 
package.

Adinai, armed with a massive wrench, mounts a huge tube onto 
the smoking box.
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ADINAI (CONT'D)
Clear the bay.

They do.

INT. PASSAGEWAY - NIGHT

Continuation. They watch the open cargo bay from a window. 

ADINAI
And pressure. And door.

Bay door opens.

ADINAI (CONT'D)
Fly that baby right into the heart 
of that star.

The box lumbers off into space.

ADINAI (CONT'D)
I feel like a murderer.

ZHOU
Pest control.

KONDO
I thought it was cute.

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Zhou talks to Cookie and Astrid. 

ASTRID
Is it okay for me to be here?

ZHOU
Let's stay a few days, see if 
Perdue comes back.

JANDRA
What was the name of that ship?

ASTRID
The Jutland.

ZHOU
If she comes back, you can fire the 
missiles. Big green button.

ASTRID
Gladly.
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JANDRA
Sir, we can stop lowballing it. 

ZHOU
You're sure?

JANDRA
From a scientific standpoint, it's 
a dead planet, it's poisoned. 

ASTRID
What's a lowball?

JANDRA
Orbital mechanics. We survey a 
planet from orbit. But if we get 
low, 50 miles from the surface, we 
have to fly too damn fast to get 
good data. If we go up higher, we 
can fly slower, but what can you 
see from 200 miles up?

ASTRID
You can't land here anymore? 

JANDRA
Apologize for the food. Usually we 
hit a planet, load up fruits and 
veg, first week in flight we eat 
good. But your planet…

ASTRID
Poison planet, I know. 

JANDRA
Are you okay?

ASTRID
Stomach. Got that machine noise 
ringing in my ears, and the whole 
place smells like burning metal. 

JANDRA
I was born on a ship like this, I 
don't even notice it. 

An alarm goes off and Cookie reaches for a mask on a console. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Take this, oxygen. If you really 
feel woozy, put it on your face. 

ASTRID
Are we in danger?
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JANDRA
Don't know. We drill for fires, 
pressure blowouts, toxic spills. 

The alarm stops. A sailor enters. 

SAILOR
Cookie, a still blew up in 
Engineering 3. Moonshine Special. 

JANDRA
Amateurs. This is embarrassing. 

INT. WOMEN'S QUARTERS - NIGHT

Cookie helps Astrid get settled. 

JANDRA
You get space sick, here's a bag. 
Supply man near the galley can give 
you your female products and such.

ASTRID
I'd be too embarrassed.

JANDRA
You'll be bunking with the nurses 
and a couple of female engineers.

Annie enters with a tablet. 

ASTRID
Jesus, what the hell is that?

ANNIE
My name's Annie.

ASTRID
It talks?

ANNIE
She, I'm a she.

ASTRID
Um, sorry?

ANNIE
I'm a refugee like you. Here's a 
new tablet for you, a couple of 
games, a couple of movies.

ASTRID
Thanks.
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ANNIE
Now you have week to figure out -

ASTRID
The rest of my life. All my bot 
gave me was barometric pressure.

ANNIE
I'm an upgrade. I belong to Cookie. 
Or, she belongs to me.

ASTRID
Like a cat.

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Zhou, Astrid, Cookie and Kondo confer. 

JANDRA
So, Perdue and that pirate? White?

ZHOU
They decided to let you die, rather 
than sell you as a slave.

ASTRID
They're not coming back.

KONDO
Your groom ran for the hills.

ASTRID
I'll try to hold in my tears. 

ZHOU
I told the Fleet all about them.

KONDO
It's a big galaxy, but it's gonna 
get awful small for Perdue and 
White, and that ship, the Jutland.

ZHOU
All hands, secure for sublight. 
Cookie, what did I forget to do?

JANDRA
You're still pouring nitro into the 
starboard engine. They'll see the 
explosion in both hemispheres.

ZHOU
Clever girl.
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JANDRA
He does love his spot checks.

ASTRID
So we're not going to explode.

ZHOU
Fueling complete.

JANDRA
Relax, sweetie.

ZHOU
Smoking lamp is lit. Put the course 
on my display. Heading for Earth. 

INT. GALLEY - NIGHT

Zhou, his crew and Astrid snack. 

KONDO
Skip, this next stop, this is the 
port where the girls disappear. 
That bar outside of town. 

ZHOU
What kind of bar?

KONDO
They're tricky. It doesn't look 
like your usual dive, the crooks 
with metal arms and legs. It looks 
nice, some sweet farm boy offers a 
girl a drink, and lights out. Girl 
wakes up chained in the hold of a 
pirate ship, heading for a brothel. 

JANDRA
Let's go get em, sir. 

ZHOU
Cookie, every pirate in the galaxy 
knows who you are. 

ASTRID
Captain, I'll be the bait. 

One or two forks drop at that one. 

ZHOU
You've never been in a bar before. 
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ASTRID
Makes me the perfect bait, innocent 
lamb. I can practice what to say.

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
Sir, in training I cycled an extra 
week because I kept injuring the 
other sailors in hand to hand. 
Nobody will spar with me. 

ZHOU
So Astrid and you? Too risky. 

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
Cookie, we can use you at the end 
for the wounded. 

JANDRA
There's gonna be wounded?

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
I promise. I'm gonna get my merit 
badge for blunt force trauma. 

ZHOU
All hands, prepare to deploy both 
security teams. Bring all your 
toys. Kid, if you're not out in 15 
I bring in everybody but the cook. 

INT. BAR - NIGHT

Astrid enters. It's busy, but not the kind of place where a 
woman would feel wary. It's new to her: she scans the place. 

In a corner she sees a long pole and smiles. She fingers it, 
checking its weight. She chooses a stool nearby. 

The nurse enters, casually reaches for two empty bottles on 
the bar. She watches two sailors chatting up Astrid. Two more 
sailors check Astrid out, then approach the nurse, one 
putting an arm around her. 

SAILOR
Hey, sweetie, what's your name?

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
Hands off the produce, tough guy. 

SAILOR
Sometimes a girl likes to be 
pursued. 
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FIRST YOUNG NURSE
Ask a girl who's actually been 
hunted. No, we don't like it. And 
when we say no, we don't want you 
to ignore us and keep trying. We 
call that rape. 

SAILOR
Then why did your little buddy 
smile at me? I saw you come down 
the street together. 

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
Survival mechanism. She smiled 
because she's worried about whether 
you're fucking crazy. 

SAILOR
What did you just say to me?

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
You're strong, you're angry, you're 
drunk, you got a dozen horny 
buddies with you. Zing went the 
strings of my heart. 

SAILOR
Your mamma should have taught you 
some manners. 

FIRST YOUNG NURSE
Okay kid, spit out the drink now. 

Astrid spits out the drink and blows a whistle. The nurse 
decks two sailors with the beer bottles and Astrid wields the 
long pole. Soon several Gorgon sailors, all in uniform, enter 
and begin busting heads. Zhou enters wearing his eagles, 
bangs three times on the bar with a bat. 

ZHOU
Nobody leaves until I say. Who were 
the guys who gave you the drink?

ASTRID
Pretty boy there, his buddy next to 
him. 

ZHOU
Take em both to the ship. 

BARKEEP
This ain't no Fleet base - 
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ZHOU
You the owner? This bar is closed 
for 30 days. 

BARKEEP
You ain't got no authority -

ZHOU
If I find any pirates here, I burn 
down the bar. What's your cut for 
the women who get kidnapped?

BARKEEP
Don't know what you're talking 
about. We got you outgunned. 

ZHOU
Try me. Please. 

Tense silence. The barkeep turns up all the lights. 

BARKEEP
Everybody drink up. 

Zhou looks at the kid who tried to drug Astrid. 

ZHOU
Know the penalty for kidnapping 
girls? It's whatever I say it is. 
Pretty boy like you in a prison. My 
goodness. 

INT. GALLEY - NIGHT

Astrid, the nurses and Cookie pass around a bottle of 
moonshine. The second nurse looks at Astrid. 

SECOND YOUNG NURSE
How old are you again?

They laugh. 

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Cookie enters, Astrid following.  

JANDRA
Cap, is there a pattern to this 
sight-seeing tour?
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ZHOU
Ceti, Sign of the Whale. I've been 
checking in planets near Earth. 
Trappist, Wolf, Gliese, Ross, 
Centauri, Eridani, Henry Draper.

ASTRID 
I know Sirius, is there a planet 
there?

ZHOU
No, binary system. Every system, I 
see ships I don't recognize. 
Pirates are ready to attack Earth. 

JANDRA
And what's this thing?

ZHOU
It's a trap. It looks like a wreck. 
Sailors see it, they want money for 
the salvage, then pirates attack. 
Take sublight toward the Sun, hot 
as we can stand, send a probe round 
the other side. And then we wait. 

Later, a probe is brought to the bridge. Zhou pulls a data 
unit out, slides it into a console, and looks at a screen. 

ZHOU (CONT'D)
Other side of the Sun, pirates are 
assembling an fleet. They swoop in 
like a wolf pack, sink our ships, 
hit our ports. 

JANDRA
Look at that fat one, I bet it's 
loaded with troops and landers. 

Astrid pulls a surprised Kondo aside. 

ASTRID
This is total war, isn't it?

KONDO
I think so, yeah. 

ASTRID
When I was back home, we had hill 
dragons, kill our sheep. Sometimes 
attack humans. I learned everything 
about them and hunted them. Soon 
they stopped coming round our farm. 
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KONDO
Good for you. 

ASTRID
Teach me everything you know about 
pirates. Where they go, how they 
attack ships and planets, where 
they get their food and fuel? What 
they do with the women they kidnap?

KONDO
We don't really have that. 

ASTRID
Why don't you? They're the biggest 
threat to everybody in the Spur. 
Kondo, right? Teach me everything. 
Including all your weapons. 

KONDO
You're one of those girls who gets 
mad and stays mad. 

ASTRID
If it's war, I'm not going to be 
the silly girl that never knows 
what's going on. The stupid sheep 
gets eaten. 

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Cookie and Astrid stand before Zhou. 

ZHOU
You have the conn, don't wake me 
unless the world's ending. 

He leaves. 

JANDRA
Every time I disagree with him, he 
finds a way to punish me.

ASTRID
Punish you? He put you in charge of 
the ship. I'd love to run the ship. 

JANDRA
Alright, we're navigating. 

Cookie points to a console.
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JANDRA (CONT'D)
Milky Way has four arms: Centaurus 
Arm, Sagittarius, Perseus, and the 
Outer Arm. In between Sagittarius 
and Perseus, is the Orion Spur, 
that’s us. Alien ships use the 
Orion as a freeway to get back and 
forth between the Arms.

ASTRID
And we just stay out of their way.

JANDRA
Most of the time. I got stories.

SAILOR
Maam, we got us a black wall.

JANDRA
What’s the time on deck?

SAILOR
All zeroes, Maam.

JANDRA
Put it onscreen, wake up the Cap.

ASTRID
Is a black wall bad?

JANDRA
Don’t know. One month the Fleet 
sends us to jump from a system we 
know to another. Next month they 
send us to some new neighborhood to 
map it. When we do that, sometimes 
we hit a black wall. You know the 
radiation readings I’m looking for?

SAILOR
Yes Maam.

ASTRID
Radiation?

JANDRA
Two possibilities. One is a dark 
nebula. That’s a cloud of crud that 
blocks light. Carbon monoxide and 
nitrogen. We can’t see normal light 
through it, we need to navigate 
using radio waves and infrared.
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ASTRID
So it’s just dust then.

JANDRA
Or it's a black hole. Just in the 
Spur there are a million of them.

ASTRID
Are we going to get sucked in? 

JANDRA
We steer clear. Out here, a black 
hole has normal gravity. We get in 
close, we see Hawking radiation, it 
starts stretching spacetime out of 
shape, messes with clocks, 
computers, navigation.

ASTRID
Which is bad.

JANDRA
If you ignore those warning signs…

ASTRID
We go pop.

JANDRA
Anything weird in system function?

SAILOR
Can’t tell yet.

Zhou arrives wearing sweats.

ZHOU
Cookie, black wall? Readings?

JANDRA
Coming in now sir. It’s thermal.

ZHOU
Black hole, just bad luck. Back up 
your mapping data for Imani and run 
Hyperlight Evasion Package 1.

JANDRA
Evasion 1, aye. ...Take us a light 
year thataway, should be safe. 

ASTRID
Won’t the black hole mess up your 
navigation?
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JANDRA
Best we can do. Tomorrow we head to 
the closest system, hope it’s where 
we think it is.

ASTRID
If it’s not?

JANDRA
That’s when it gets interesting. 
You’re an explorer now. Sometimes 
explorers don’t come back. I'm not 
sure whether the captain is 
teaching me a lesson, or you. 

ASTRID
Didn't work. I love this stuff. 

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Cookie reports to the bridge. Zhou is standing with an Asian 
officer. Onscreen, dozens of ships are flying by. 

ZHOU
Take the helm. Keep her at zero. 

JANDRA
What?

ZHOU
Remember you were young, made a 
smartass comment about running 
lights?

JANDRA
Why do we need lights on a ship 
that goes faster than light?

ZHOU
This is why. 

JANDRA
Shit. Take the helm!

They change places. 

ZHOU
Captain has the wheel. This is the 
space port for Hong Kong South.  
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JANDRA
They're flying in lanes, how do 
they know where they are?

ZHOU
Old blue water ships had four 
lights. White light low on the bow, 
white light high on the stern. Red 
one to port, green to starboard. 

JANDRA
Like a constellation. 

ZHOU
Soon as you see a ship's lights, 
you know where they are and how 
they're moving. 

JANDRA
So if you see all four lights - 

ZHOU
It's heading right at you, get the 
hell out of the way.

JANDRA
There's a green one. It's heading 
to your starboard side. 

ZHOU
Perfect. 

JANDRA
Why don't you take us into port?

ZHOU
Actually, this is Pilot Wu, he's 
taking us down from here. Not me.

JANDRA
Okay, now I don't feel so bad. 

Astrid gasps in the back of the space. 

ASTRID
God. How many people are there on 
Earth? It's beautiful. 

ZHOU
How you gonna keep em down on the 
farm, after they've seen Paris?

INT. GALLEY - NIGHT
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Zhou surveys a row of PRISONERS. Kondo watches. 

ZHOU (CONT'D)
Court martial is in session. Our 
Fleet is a sloppy messy thing, but 
we do have rules. Fellas who don't 
listen, men who wanted a promotion, 
fellas who run away, fellas who get 
their signing bonus and run for the 
hills. Boy with the crap game.

BOY
I didn't run away. You check, I 
still send my pay to my wife. Hope 
she's still my wife. We worked the 
five and dime, five hour shifts on 
my old ship, I never complained. 

ZHOU
How'd you end up in Shanghai?

BOY
Pirates have a scam in port towns, 
knock you on the head, you wake up 
on their ship. It's the new draft. 

ZHOU
We thought it was just for 
prostitutes. 

BOY
Pirates are going to invade, 
somewhere. Big plans. 

PRISONER
You can't treat us like this, we're 
soldiers just like you!

ZHOU
Ten thousand years of warfare, men 
fight over land. You're not 
fighting for land, got a million 
planets, pick any one you like. 
You're not soldiers, you're 
predators. You want us to do the 
work, colonizing planets, taking 
the risks, doing all the dying, so 
you can swoop in and steal 
everything. You're vultures. 

PRISONER
We're prisoners of war. 
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ZHOU
No, criminals. Men with no honor. 
Thieves, rapists. When you go to 
prison, you get the low-rent 
district. You can prey on each 
other. 

Later, Zhou is down to his last prisoners. 

ZHOU (CONT'D)
Bring in that merchant captain. 

A fat CAPTAIN enters with a sailor guarding. 

CAPTAIN
Captain of the Seynt Marie. 

ZHOU
Every merchant ship that lands at 
Fleet ports plays by our rules, 
pays our taxes, good way to make 
sure who you're loyal to. 

KONDO
Doesn't always work that way. 

ZHOU
You weren't doing gunnery training, 
do you have ammo? We had to clear 
the dust out of your gun turret. Or 
do you just give the pirates 
whatever they want?

KONDO
Problem with merchant ships is you 
can't use em in battle. You tell em 
to fly in formation, it's like a 
flock of sheep in a rainstorm. 

ZHOU
Can we trust the boy?

KONDO
He had three chances to sell us to 
the pirates, we're still here. 

ZHOU
Boy, can you fly?

BOY
Gunner's mate.
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ZHOU
You are now captain of the Seynt 
Marie. 

CAPTAIN
It's my ship - 

ZHOU
And you are now my helmsman, 
Captain Blood Money. 

CAPTAIN
This is piracy!

ZHOU
Fleet rules. In time of war, all 
ships are pressed into military 
service. You can't run away 
forever. Your ship needs a captain 
who fights. Not one who plays both 
ends against the middle. 

BOY
Jeepers. 

ZHOU
It's simple. Go up to the ship, 
blow the dust off the guns, find a 
pirate and kill him. Then kill 
another. 

INT. BRIDGE - NIGHT

Zhou points to a screen; Cookie and Astrid follow his finger. 

ZHOU
See that thing in space?

JANDRA
What the hell is that? World's 
ugliest satellite?

ZHOU
New kind of ship. Doesn't carry 
cargo - 

JANDRA
So you don't have to worry about a 
tractor coming loose and turning us 
upside down. Must be nice.
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ZHOU
And they don't have hyperlight 
engines, just sublight. 

JANDRA
Just a tin can. What does it have? 

ZHOU
Heavy armor and a ton of guns. It's 
like a coastal fort. All it does is 
sit in orbit and kill pirates. We 
put them over our ports, dozens of 
em, we're in a hurry. Good news is 
it can move, chase the enemy. Bad 
news is it can be shot down. They 
trained you on gunnery, right?

JANDRA
Kid, we visited your farm, I saw 
skins of scary looking predators, 
hanging over the animal pen. 

ASTRID
Sir, on the farm, I had to protect 
the sheep from all the hill 
dragons. I'm murder with a rifle. 

JANDRA
This is like the biggest rifle you 
ever saw. 

ASTRID
As long as it's pointed at pirates. 

ZHOU
Cookie, take her with you, we're 
short-handed everywhere. 

ASTRID
What?

ZHOU
You have a month supply of food, 
see you after the battle. 

ASTRID
Does it have a toilet?

ZHOU
No, you have to pee over the side. 

JANDRA
He's joking. 
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INT. GALLEY - NIGHT

Zhou finds Cookie, Astrid, Kondo and Imani eating. 

ZHOU
Change of plan. I need to shift one 
of these ships to lunar orbit. 

JANDRA
Don't tell me - 

ZHOU
Who's last one to train on mascons?

JANDRA
Me. Because I stink. 

ZHOU
Nah, you didn't even crash. You're 
still taking the girl. 

ASTRID
What's a mascon?

JANDRA
Mass concentration. How do I put 
this? The moon is lumpy.

ASTRID
Lumpy?

JANDRA
You fly over one of those big flat 
basins, there's more gravity there, 
because of the volcanic rock. 

ASTRID
Gravity's gravity, doesn't change. 

IMANI
Einstein rolled over in his grave. 

JANDRA
You think you're in a smooth frozen 
orbit, you crash into a crater. 

IMANI
Apollo 11 went miles off target, 
they were out of thruster fuel when 
they landed. 

ASTRID
Yikes. 
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JANDRA
But we'll be totally fine. 

ASTRID
You said you stink. 

JANDRA
Be smooth sailing like Apollo 11. 

IMANI
Except Armstrong almost didn't walk 
on the moon, he couldn't get his 
air tank through the hatch. 

KONDO
And Aldrin busted a fuse on the 
lunar surface, then had to use a 
pen to start the engine. 

IMANI
The tracking station went down, had 
to bring in a kid with small hands 
to pack a bearing with grease. 

KONDO
They landed in the sea upside down. 

JANDRA
Come on guys, you're scaring her. 
You're scaring me. 

KONDO
Sorry. 

IMANI
The moon rocket was built by Nazis. 

KONDO
And they launched it into the air 
by burning kerosene. 

IMANI
And your charts can be off - the 
moon moves an inch away from the 
Earth every year. 

JANDRA
Imani! ...We'll be fine. 

INT. BRIDGE OF AN ORBITING FORT - NIGHT

Cookie shows Astrid some controls. 
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ASTRID
I can't possibly learn all this. 

JANDRA
You know how many idiots with guns 
there are out there? We teach this 
to teenage recruits every day. 

ASTRID
This is a mistake. 

JANDRA
It's one screen. You learn four 
buttons, top to bottom. When a 
weapon turns green, punch it.

ASTRID
What?

JANDRA
We have a targeting computer, aims 
the guns for you, but you need to 
be within five degrees of the 
target to fire. Tell me where to 
shoot and we aim the guns manually, 
old-school. It takes two of us. 

ASTRID
There he is. How can we shoot if we 
don't know he's a pirate?

JANDRA
You can't shoot yet. Four weapons 
systems, top to bottom. We're too 
far away for the cannon or the EM 
gun, and the third one, heat 
seeker, is tricky: if you miss it 
can come back and kill you. 

ASTRID
What's the fourth one?

JANDRA
Guided missile has the same 
targeting data the computer has. 
Long as the target doesn't change 
relative motion right after you 
fire, we just wait for the boom.

ASTRID
Five degrees. Bring us in close. 

JANDRA
I beg your pardon? Closer?
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ASTRID
So I can kill him.

JANDRA
You know he's gonna shoot at us. 

ASTRID
This thing has armor, right?

JANDRA
It's not magic. We're still in 
space. Deadly. Alrighty then.

The ship moves, and takes fire. They flinch. 

ASTRID
The first three lights are green. 

JANDRA
But not the last one. 

ASTRID
Goose it down to the left a smidge. 

JANDRA
A smidge. I recognize this guy, 
pirate, loves a good fight. Port 
engine aft doesn't match the 
others, we did that to him. 

ASTRID
Got a green on the fourth one. 

JANDRA
Whenever you're ready. 

Astrid pushes a button; banging noise emerges from the hull. 

ASTRID
There it goes. Light's green again.

A bang on the hull and the screen goes dark. 

ASTRID (CONT'D)
Can't see. 

JANDRA
He nailed our camera. Fire another 
before he moves. I'll move the 
starboard camera. 

Silent explosion. The other ship, burning, turns and fires. 

479.



JANDRA (CONT'D)
I'm closing range, same bearing. 

ASTRID
Isn't that dangerous?

JANDRA
Play chicken. Fire everything 
that's green. Turn him into 
tinfoil. 

The ship booms a lot and vibrates. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
He's dark.

ASTRID
Why couldn't we hear the explosion? 
Sorry, rookie mistake. Was I 
supposed to ask how much ammo we 
have?

JANDRA
Too late now. Here's comes some - 

ASTRID
I see it, it's debris. 

JANDRA
Woah, that's part of an engine, 
hang on, evasive - 

The ship lurches out of the way. Jandra punches a button. 

JANDRA (CONT'D)
Star Fort 7 over Pacific Grid 
Charlie Five, we splashed a bogie, 
watch for debris over…where are we? 
Between Honolulu and the equator. 

ZHOU (O.S.)
Pirates are starting to form into a 
herd near Earth. We need to figure 
out where they are, hit em back. 

ASTRID
If we hit their ports, how are we 
different from them?

JANDRA
We wreck their warships. We don't 
go down there and steal everything. 
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ASTRID
Where's the Jutland?

JANDRA
He's probably part of the pirate 
fleet, coming to Earth to attack. 

ASTRID
Let's stay right here and wait. 
When I killed a dragon, my father 
would give me a blast of akavit. 

JANDRA
Here's some moonshine, welcome to 
the Fleet. Want to stay with us?

ASTRID
I'm a farmer.

JANDRA
You shoot real good. 

ASTRID
You never lived in a colony. Every 
farm girl can shoot. And use a 
knife. I heard pirates keep slaves 
on board, to make Fleet ships 
hesitate before they shoot innocent 
people. 

JANDRA
But you didn't hesitate. 

ASTRID
No I didn't. 

JANDRA
Look at the sky. Pirates. A lot.

INT. BRIDGE OF THE GORGON - NIGHT

Zhou looks at screens and sees a mass of pirate ships, facing 
a rabble of civilian boats. 

KONDO
Look at this mob you're leading. 
Little pleasure boats, surface 
jumpers, pilots who have never been 
in space, never fired a gun. 

ZHOU
That's what we have to defend 
Earth. It's this or surrender. 
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KONDO
A lot of them are going to die. 

ZHOU
They know that. Not another word. 

Onscreen, a pirate ship approaches. A communication link 
chirps. Zhou punches a button. 

PIRATE (O.S.)
Look at this rabble. If we be 
conquered, let men conquer us, not 
these bastards we've beaten before. 

ZHOU
These people in front of you are 
defending their daughters and farms 
from invaders. Every great army was 
brought down by farmers hiding in 
the woods. Roman Empire brought 
down by Germans, British Empire in 
America, Americans in Asia, the 
Waffen SS wiped out by the 
Russians. And you boys aren't the 
Roman legions. Not once have you 
stayed and fought in a fair fight. 

PIRATE (O.S.)
This isn't a fair fight, it's going 
to be a slaughter. 

ZHOU
The people in front of you are the 
gamblers. People who are afraid to 
risk their lives and all they have, 
never go out into space in the 
first place. But these people here, 
they're not afraid enough to run 
from you. They are looking you 
right in the eye. 

He glances at Kondo.

ZHOU (CONT'D)
Defenders of earth. Enemy's right 
in front of you. Pick one, close 
the range, take good aim, and fire. 
They will run because I said so. 

Massive melee in space. Everyone fires. The pirates withdraw 
and begin disappearing into hyperlight. 
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ZHOU (CONT'D)
Attention all ships. There are 
crippled pirate vessels out there, 
can't make the jump to hyperlight. 
If you let them live, they attack 
your towns on the surface. 

The defenders move in to attack. 

INT. MASSIVE MESS HALL - DAY

Colonists and organizers play matchmaker, to assemble colony 
teams. Cookie gets ready to say goodbye to Astrid. 

JANDRA
You're sure you don't want to join 
the Fleet?

ASTRID
I was born in a farm colony. This 
was always my dream.

JANDRA
Every month another colony ship 
launches here. Look for a colony 
with a lot of single men. You 
wanted to be a farm wife, right?

ASTRID
Ya. 

JANDRA
Don't rush into anything.

ASTRID
The last man who wanted to marry me 
was a pirate, so, yeah.

JANDRA
When you find the right man you 
know.

ASTRID
Sink the Jutland for me. 

In the center of the space, sailors are turning to watch a 
semi-fight between a sailor and a YOUNG CAPTAIN. 

SAILOR
You think that pig boat of yours is 
too good for us?
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YOUNG CAPTAIN
Ship captains have their own 
intelligence network, runs at the 
speed of light. You've left women 
behind on three different planets. 

SAILOR
Why is that your business?

YOUNG CAPTAIN
A man who doesn't treat women with 
respect can't be trusted any other 
way either. The sky is full of men 
like you. But not in my crew. 

Astrid approaches; Cookie follows. The men look at them and 
Astrid reads their faces. 

SAILOR
The darker one's a nurse. What 
about you, looking to make a little 
money out on the circuit?

ASTRID
You with the big mouth. You're not 
recruiting a colony for a planet?

YOUNG CAPTAIN
No, I'm a freighter captain. 

ASTRID
Looking for crew?

YOUNG CAPTAIN
Obviously. 

ASTRID
Looking for a wife?

That stops him dead. 

YOUNG CAPTAIN
Had one. She got tired of being 
alone for months. Not your 
business. 

ASTRID
Have any of you freighter captains 
taken your wife with you?

YOUNG CAPTAIN
Always causes trouble. The boss and 
then the boss's boss. 
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ASTRID
My plan was to get married. 

YOUNG CAPTAIN
Well, we just met, darlin. 

ASTRID
My new plan is to kill pirates. You 
kill any pirates?

YOUNG CAPTAIN
Yes. 

ASTRID
So have I. 

YOUNG CAPTAIN
Go on, pull the other one. 

ASTRID
I manned a star fort in lunar 
orbit, nailed him with missiles. 
Then I sent him back to Jesus with 
old-fashioned lead. 

JANDRA
She kills hill dragons too, 
whatever they are. She can cook, 
better than me. Farm girl, she 
works like a dog. 

YOUNG CAPTAIN
You're Soto. 

JANDRA
I'm not on the market, sorry. 

YOUNG CAPTAIN
This girl's the real thing?

JANDRA
She blew up a pirate ship. 
Vigilante in the making. 

YOUNG CAPTAIN
And you came to a place like this 
looking for a husband. 

ASTRID
Yes. 

YOUNG CAPTAIN
A farmer who doesn't want to farm 
anymore? 

(MORE)
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Where I come from it's three weeks 
just to publish the banns before 
marriage. I haven't even finished 
my coffee. Have you ever been with 
a man before?

ASTRID
Course not. Farm colony. 

YOUNG CAPTAIN
You have the slightest idea what 
you're getting into?

ASTRID
Does anybody?

YOUNG CAPTAIN
You want children, don't you?

ASTRID
Yes. 

YOUNG CAPTAIN
One year contract, if you're not 
pregnant by the fall, I let you off 
the hook, bring you back here. 

ASTRID
I better learn fast. Come on, let's 
find your crew. I'll look them 
over, let you know which of these 
sea dogs is gonna bite you. Take my 
hand. What's your name? Our name?

FADE OUT. 
THE END. 

YOUNG CAPTAIN (CONT'D)
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