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FADE IN:

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR – NIGHT

The world's largest garage, on Mars. Impossibly large pieces 
of equipment and tools strewn everywhere. On a table is a 
Morse translator. It picks it dits and dashes, but the signal 
is faint so only an S and an O appear on its screen. 

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – DAY

A Chinese woman of 30 with a prosthetic leg, SPANNER HEAD, 
points to a screen in front of her, where another vessel is 
taking heavy gunfire. A man in his late 30s, KIEL, watches. 
Behind them is a hatch in the side wall. They are over Earth. 

SPANNER HEAD
They learned not to mess with us.

KIEL
Another kill?

SPANNER HEAD
The slave ships travel empty from 
central Asia, east to India and 
China. Then they load up on slaves 
and fly west again.

KIEL
You shoot em on the eastbound leg.

SPANNER HEAD
Of course eastbound, I want to kill 
the slave traders, not the slaves! 

KIEL
See lots of ships with big engines?

SPANNER HEAD
Yeah, can’t see what they’re for.

KIEL
Trouble, I’ll explain back on Mars. 
Are they starting to shoot back?

SPANNER HEAD
Every time. I had to replace a few 
cells on the port side of the ship.

KIEL
Dancing with death again.



INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR – NIGHT

Spanner Head and Kiel stand in front of a vessel with much 
larger engines than Spanner Head’s ship has. This ship is 
parked vertically. They are on Mars.

KIEL
We captured this one over Earth. 
Pirate vessel. Look at the engines.

SPANNER HEAD
If these ships are a hundred times 
faster, why can’t we get to Earth 
and back in a couple of days?

KIEL
With constant acceleration engines, 
you can take days to get up to top 
speed, and then you need just as 
much time to slow down again.

SPANNER HEAD
If I wanted to get up to the speed 
of light…

KIEL
In theory you could do it, but it 
would take five months, and you’d 
run out of fuel and die.

SPANNER HEAD
So what can we do?

KIEL
You can take bigger hops. Get to 
the asteroid belt, couple of weeks, 
used to take a year. It’s going to 
change the lives of the miners.

SPANNER HEAD
And their wives and kids. Wow. 

KIEL
You’ve got to watch fuel, need fuel 
to decelerate. Soon as you use 
forty percent, you stop, burn fuel 
to decelerate, use the last bit to 
find home. 

SPANNER HEAD
What happens if I don't stop?
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KIEL
What, keep accelerating until you 
use all your fuel? Laws of motion. 
You can't brake. You literally keep 
going to the end of the universe. 
And by you I mean your corpse. 

SPANNER HEAD
Just how I want to die. Pirates 
have these awesome engines and we 
don’t. Where do they get em?

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR – NIGHT

Morse translator. Morse signal stronger. On the screen, SPAN. 

INT. OPERATIONS ROOM OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Spanner Head and Kiel look at a computer screen.  A LITTLE 
PERSON enters, toolbelt around his middle. A female SAILOR 
looks over their shoulders. A scientist named SOFIA listens. 

KIEL
Got an asteroid, gold mine, nasty 
little demon. It’s gravity is 
strange, it’s honeycombed with 
caves that collapse, stalactites. 
We need people who are…small.

Spanner Head smiles. 

SPANNER HEAD
You need an all-female crew.

FEMALE SAILOR
We do have a better brains-to-body-
mass ratio.

SPANNER HEAD
Ain’t that the truth.

KIEL
Just kill me now. The crew isn’t 
going to be all-female.

SPANNER HEAD
Who’s the sucker coming with us?

LITTLE PERSON
Heard you need six women and a 
dwarf. Dabbling in pornography? 

(MORE)
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I’ll try to be gentle but I’m hung 
like a rhinoceros.

KIEL
You’re in command, this is a mining 
mission.

Spanner Head pulls Kiel aside. 

SPANNER HEAD
I don't want to keep doing these 
dinky moons. If it wasn't for me 
you wouldn't have gotten back to 
Earth. I want to explore the whole 
Solar System. Human instinct. 

KIEL
Humans aren't explorers. We're 
pirates. 

SPANNER HEAD
No we're not. There's a difference. 

KIEL
When men on Earth saw the new 
world, the sea was filled with 
Spanish criminals killing tribesmen 
for gold. English pirates murder 
the Spanish. Criminals steal slaves 
in Africa,  exploit America, sail 
to Australia. Americans legalized 
piracy and then they were held 
hostage by pirates. They stole 
Mexico and killed the natives. 

SPANNER HEAD
We're not pirates, we have laws. 

KIEL
And Commodore Ma used them to build 
a slave empire. Ten thousand years 
humans had laws. Ten thousand years 
humans committed robbery and rape 
and called it God's war. 

SPANNER HEAD
No, wait - 

KIEL
How many leaders in history were 
generals, how many were lawyers?  

LITTLE PERSON (CONT'D)
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SPANNER HEAD
Solar System doesn't have to be 
that way. 

KIEL
Solar System, look how big it is. 
We control Mars and Earth. All the 
rest belongs to the pirates. You 
know the stars, you don't know the 
sharks. I'm trying to help you.

SPANNER HEAD
I've killed a few pirates already. 

KIEL
So they want to kill you already. 
You're the last person I want to 
send out exploring. 

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR – NIGHT

Morse translator. Signal stronger. On the screen, SPANOORT. 

INT. OBSERVATION TOWER – NIGHT

Spanner Head and Kiel look out the window, standing in front 
of a very sophisticated radio. Outside is a huge antenna, 
moving slightly. We hear MORSE CODE.

SPANNER HEAD
Took three days for the signal to 
clear up. Dots and dashes. 

KIEL
It’s faint.

SPANNER HEAD
Yes, but very consistent. 

KIEL
It’s synched up to Martian time.

SPANNER HEAD
So it’s for us.

KIEL
Or a mathematical coincidence.

SPANNER HEAD
There’s a pattern to the beeping. 
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KIEL
20 pulses, but they’re irregular.

SPANNER HEAD
Morse code. Six in a row –

KIEL
No, three and three. Two O’s.

SPANNER HEAD
So where’s the beginning?

KIEL
Right there, the dead air!

The Morse stops and starts again.

KIEL (CONT'D)
S-P-A-N-O-O-R-T. Spanoort? That’s 
not even a word.

Spanner Head is shocked. 

SPANNER HEAD
Span Oort. First word, Span, 
Spanner Head, message is for me.

KIEL
You have friends out on Uranus I 
don’t know about?

SPANNER HEAD
I know exactly who it is. He’s in 
the Watering Hole.

KIEL
The what?

SPANNER HEAD
A lot of space gas is hydroxyl or 
hydrogen. Molecules resonate at 
1.42 gigahertz and 1.67. Listen in 
that range, gases absorb background 
noise, it’s dead quiet, you can 
hear all the way to forever.

KIEL
So if you’re trying to communicate 
long-range…

SPANNER HEAD
Go to one and a half gigs, Watering 
Hole. They say aliens probably live 
on water, SETI listens there.
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KIEL
Where did you learn all that?

SPANNER HEAD
From the guy who’s sending the 
message.

KIEL
The guy who –

SPANNER HEAD
Can’t believe I’m saying this out 
loud. My father.

KIEL
You said he’s dead.

SPANNER HEAD
I was wrong! He’s alive.

KIEL
That’s fantastic!

SPANNER HEAD
It’s not. Look at the second word.

KIEL
Oort?

SPANNER HEAD
The Oort Cloud.

KIEL
They said it doesn’t even exist.

SPANNER HEAD
It exists. My father found it. But 
it’s a hundred billion miles away.

KIEL
A hundred billion –

SPANNER HEAD
Yeah.

KIEL
I’m sorry –

SPANNER HEAD
He might not even be alive. 

KIEL
Put the signal on a repeater?
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SPANNER HEAD
Naah. He wouldn’t want me to go out 
there just to find his corpse.

KIEL
What do you mean, go out there? 
Nobody’s even seen it before.

SPANNER HEAD
My father has!

KIEL
Hold it together.

SPANNER HEAD
This is the easy bit. I get to tell 
my mother Dad’s still out there. 
Guess that cave mission is off.

KIEL
What?

SPANNER HEAD
I'm going to get him. 

KIEL
The Tenners will never let you. 

She seizes his hand. 

SPANNER HEAD
Take me to the Tenners. Please!

INT. HOSPITAL HALLWAY – NIGHT

Spanner Head meets her mother, an Asian woman of 50, 
BONEBREAKER, a doctor. Mom hugs her daughter, not because 
she’s overcome with emotion over the news of her wayward 
husband, but because Spanner Head is upset.

INT. OBSERVATION TOWER – NIGHT

As before, but now Spanner Head has a sleeping bag, and 
stacks of gigantic charts on a table.

KIEL
You live here now?

SPANNER HEAD
We have records from that year, 
when he disappeared? The charts?
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KIEL
Sure, but how are the stars going 
to help you –

SPANNER HEAD
Not the stars, Neptune.

KIEL
Neptune?

SPANNER HEAD
Junk in the system, planetesimals, 
comets, asteroids, chunks of ice, a 
lot of them are synched up with the 
movements of Neptune.

KIEL
Like harmonics?

SPANNER HEAD
Yes. If you know where Neptune is, 
it's easier to find everything. 

KIEL
Including home.

SPANNER HEAD
If Pop was running, he would do two 
things. Chart a course to Neptune, 
steal a deep space pirate ship –

Spanner Head begins marking up a wall with a marker.

KIEL
Why not do this on a chart?

SPANNER HEAD
There are no charts for this.

She points to the far edge of one chart, a big blank space.

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
Here be dragons.

KIEL
So, a pirate ship?

SPANNER HEAD
Deep space means we need big plasma 
engines, reclaimers for food. Big 
guns. 

(MORE)
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We need constant-acceleration 
courses: speed up from zero to top 
speed over a week, another week to 
slow down, find an asteroid and 
tank up on hydrogen or nitrogen.

KIEL
Can’t do the trip in two weeks.

She is sketching on the wall. 

SPANNER HEAD
Ha! No. First get gravity assist 
from Jupiter, out to Neptune. 

KIEL
He must know Jupiter and Neptune 
are lined up like billiard balls.

SPANNER HEAD
Kuiper belt, three billion miles. 
Through the Disc to the heliopause, 
eight billion. Huge expanse of 
nothing, 90 billion, Oort Cloud 
starts at 100 billion miles.

KIEL
A hundred - thought you were 
joking. 

SPANNER HEAD
I'm guessing. Every great 
discovery, somebody had to go 
first, draw the map. 

KIEL
But a bunch of guys died first. 

SPANNER HEAD
From the top. Accelerate a week and 
slow down, two weeks to the Kuiper, 
find a rock, fuel up on ice, 
ammonia. A second jump across the 
disc with all the comets.

KIEL
That’s a month so far.

SPANNER HEAD
Two-months across the expanse to 
the Oort Cloud, two-months to find 
Pop, two-months to head back toward 
the sun, two weeks to find Mars.

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
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KIEL
Seven and a half months?

SPANNER HEAD
If we do everything right, find Pop 
on the first try. Kuiper belt, the 
disc, the big gap, the Cloud. And 
we need to find fuel after each 
one, or it’s been nice knowing you.

KIEL
You keep saying "we". You can 
convince the Tenners to let you go?

SPANNER HEAD
Or stow away like last time. 

INT. GREAT HALL - NIGHT

Senior captains in uniform gather around a microphone, on a 
raised platform, in the middle of a large hall. Kiel and 
Invergordon are on the platform. Spanner Head is down in on 
the hall floor in the middle of a crowd with Sofia. Two 
TENNERS, experienced captains, argue about the proceedings. 

FIRST TENNER
This is a farce, Kiel will rig the 
whole thing for his lady friend. 

KIEL
No, I won't. 

SECOND TENNER
Spanner Head, you're a captain, you 
may speak at the mast if you wish. 
I assume you have a lot to say.

Spanner Head reluctantly climbs the stairs to the platform. 
She's never been up there before. People watch her. 

FIRST TENNER
This woman wants to fly to the Oort 
cloud, there's no proof it even 
exists. A hundred billion miles. 

SPANNER HEAD
Then where is the signal coming 
from? Triangulation puts it out so 
far the scope can't measure it.

SECOND TENNER
You're believing what you want to 
believe. I do understand why. 
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FIRST TENNER
It's probably a ghost ship with 
dead engines and a hot radio.  

SECOND TENNER
Going out there requires a high-
speed pirate ship, we only have one 
and we had to steal that. 

KIEL
Well, confiscate. 

SECOND TENNER
Engineers are ripping it apart so 
we can reverse engineer it and 
build more of em, only way to keep 
the pirates from robbing us blind. 

FIRST TENNER
What happens when the pirates 
attack ten on one, blow you out of 
the sky? We start from scratch. And 
of course your regrettable death. 
Or do you intend for us to steal 
another pirate ship? How would we 
be different from the pirates?

SECOND TENNER
Kiel. You say you're neutral. 

KIEL
How long do the engineers need?

SOFIA
Six months. 

KIEL
You have three. I'm letting her go. 

FIRST TENNER
Imagine my surprise. 

KIEL
But she's taking Invergordon with 
her, to keep her honest.

SPANNER HEAD
You're giving me a babysitter? 

KIEL
And you're bringing work with you, 
wife. Bring along a radiotelescope, 
and scoop up all this data for us. 
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He drops a massive, messy stack of documents on a table in 
front of her.  

KIEL (CONT'D)
If you do something stupid, Tenners 
will never let you fly again. And 
you'll never be a Tenner.

FIRST TENNER
Those two are going to have an 
unquiet house tonight. 

Captains begin filing out. 

KIEL
I cashed in a lot of favors, I got 
you your ship. 

SPANNER HEAD
Let's go have makeup sex.

KIEL
Aren't we supposed to fight first?

SPANNER HEAD
Let's skip that part. We're not 
going to be in the sack for a long 
time. Marriage is a funny thing. 

KIEL
We should get married then. 

SPANNER HEAD
Sofie wouldn't like it. 

A man in his thirties, INVERGORDON, is hovering in a corner.

KIEL
You need someone who can make 
mining runs solo. Suit up, find 
your fuel and get back in alive.

SPANNER HEAD
You were serious. He tried to sell 
me to the Commodore for a reward!

INVERGORDON
I changed my mind.

SPANNER HEAD
A year in space alone with him?

13.



INVERGORDON
You’re assuming I say yes. Stuck in 
a tin can with you and your father. 
He must be where you got all your 
obnoxiousness from. 

KIEL
Spanner Head is in command.

INVERGORDON
Now wait a minute –

KIEL
Most of the time. Spanner Head is 
in command, she knows the sky and 
the math, you don’t. But Gordon 
takes over when you deal with 
mining or pirates.

SPANNER HEAD
What?

KIEL
When you mine for supplies, Gordon 
tells you where to fly and goes to 
get the loot, you’re not a miner. 
If you meet pirates, he does the 
negotiating. If you’re attacked, he 
flies, you man the guns. 

SPANNER HEAD
You think I can't negotiate?

KIEL
In the Kuiper belt the big luxury 
is female slaves. If you’re stupid 
enough to go to their asteroids, 
they’ll be like Vikings going 
berserk. Get raped and sold and 
raped again.

INVERGORDON
Divided command, you know how often 
that works? Never.

KIEL
This mission is one-of-a-kind. Make 
it work.

Spanner Head retrieves a bottle of something pale yellow. She 
takes it straight from the bottle.

INVERGORDON
You me and a bottle of shine.
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SPANNER HEAD
Fine!

INVERGORDON
Fleet law says if the Commodore 
orders the capture of a fugitive, 
the fleet is required to obey.

SPANNER HEAD
The Commodore was a criminal. He 
wanted to kill me.

INVERGORDON
According to you. You had him 
killed without a trial.

SPANNER HEAD
You were going to sell me to him.

INVERGORDON
He could have demanded that I turn 
you over with no reward at all, for 
nothing. You don’t know a thing 
about fleet law.

SPANNER HEAD
What do I care about fleet law?

INVERGORDON
Then what makes you different from 
Fly, that pirate?

SPANNER HEAD
Fly is a murderer!

INVERGORDON
How many of his men did you shoot 
out of the sky in the first battle?

SPANNER HEAD
We were under attack!

INVERGORDON
Like they say on Earth, tomato 
potato.

SPANNER HEAD
Fly killed Makarov, he tried to 
kill you, tried to kill Kiel twice.

INVERGORDON
Easy to live in black and white 
down here. You're a rebel. 

(MORE)
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The difference between a rebel and 
a criminal is, what, exactly? 
Martian law applies on Mars which 
is one trillionth of the solar 
system; out there, every man for 
himself. You want to be a real 
sailor?

SPANNER HEAD
I am a real sailor.

INVERGORDON
We fly through the pirate belt 
twice. See how many rules you break 
to get to your father and back. 

He drinks. 

INVERGORDON (CONT'D)
You need someone else on this trip.

SPANNER HEAD
Kiel says you’re the best miner.

INVERGORDON
Then start facing reality.

He points the bottle at her. She glares at him, takes a slug. 
He smiles and does the same.

INT. GYM – NIGHT

Spanner Head and Invergordon spar on a mat. Kiel watches.

KIEL
You need two more sessions knife 
practice, in case you get boarded. 
You won’t have a security team.

SPANNER HEAD
Gordon, pick whatever mining gear 
and EVA kit you want, but then you 
have to train me how to use it and 
repair it. Keep it simple.

Bonebreaker enters.

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
Mom?

BONEBREAKER
Yeah, like you want my advice.

INVERGORDON (CONT'D)
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SPANNER HEAD
Bring Dad home alive?

BONEBREAKER
I’ already said my goodbyes to your 
father. But you come back to me.

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR – NIGHT

Spanner Head, Kiel and Sofia inspect the pirate vessel.

KIEL
Pirates have better gear than we 
do. They don't use the big rotating 
wheels for artificial gravity, so 
the ships are small and quick. 

SOFIA
Too quick. 

Sofia points to a structure bulging out of one side of the 
ship.

SOFIA (CONT'D)
Is this new?

KIEL
Reclaimer. Run in your waste, raw 
elements, nitrogen and hydrogen in 
the front. Out back you get food 
cubes, air, water and fuel.

SPANNER HEAD
We’ll need two.

KIEL
We tried to reverse engineer it. 

SOFIA
That’s not all you need for food.

KIEL
When they mine asteroids for fuel, 
pick up magnesium, iron and sulfur, 
but they need to bring stuff with 
them. Bags of salt and calcium. And 
the food cubes are as boring as 
they come.

Sofia taps a big pipe.
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SOFIA
I need money for the fluid test, 
and it needs to be done in space.

KIEL
I’m not coughing up for that.

SOFIA
Ship has a dozen fluids running. 
Fuel, lubricant, coolant. They act 
funny in space. I need to figure 
out the optimal flow for each, and 
test them in space.

KIEL
You already have every engineer in 
the place -

She points at the pipe. 

SOFIA
Astronauts on that space station 
over Earth, know what they spent 
their time doing? Leaky pipes. 

KIEL
How many engines, two or four?

SPANNER HEAD
Six. Load both computers with all 
the books you can find, long trip. 
Medical gear on the bridge. Big rig 
on the nose to keep debris off the 
ship when we're in the asteroid 
belt. And a huge comms antenna.

They look at the nose of the ship; a huge antenna is folded.

KIEL
Telescope antenna. Open it, thirty 
feet across, get a bearing on your 
father. Keep it inside until you 
get past the Kuiper belt, don’t 
want pirates blowing a hole in it.

SPANNER HEAD
This pirate problem is different 
than the old pirate problem?

KIEL
Sometimes when you win a war, you 
lose the peace. When we overthrew 
the dictator of Mars, all his 
supporters took to the air.
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SPANNER HEAD
Pirates.

KIEL
When we started cleaning up Earth, 
all the slave raiders had to run.

SPANNER HEAD
More pirates.

KIEL
We didn’t really win the war, just 
moved it out to the belt and 
beyond. 

SOFIA
The pirates got so thick out there 
we have to send armed convoys 
between Mars and Earth. 

KIEL
In the asteroid belt, they follow 
you until you find a mine, and then 
attack. And now they’re hiding in 
the Kuiper belt where we never go.

He pats a very large, wicked-looking engine.

KIEL (CONT'D)
They built ships with boarding pods 
so they can latch on faster. No 
matter how fast we build our 
engines, they’re one step ahead. Be 
glad you got these.

INT. CARGO HOLD OF SPACE VESSEL - NIGHT

Continuation. They climb a ladder into the ship’s cargo room, 
crammed with equipment.

SOFIA
Our ships create gravity by 
rotating. Pirates do it by constant 
acceleration. Bridge is up, cargo 
bay down. Climb ladders from space 
to space. 

KIEL
Bridge, ops, kitchen, sleepers, 
workshop, cargo. A lot of ladders. 
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NOTE: So logically, the hatches connecting the spaces will be 
ceiling and floor, not on the side walls, like the vessels 
which these sailors have flown on before. 

SOFIA
Look at the missiles and ammo.

KIEL
Need to practice reloading drills. 
The spaces all have alarms if 
you’re boarded.

SPANNER HEAD
What’s this extra cargo doing aft?

KIEL
May have to bribe your way out of a 
jam, save your necks. Stuff the 
pirates are desperate for, fuel 
tanks, salt, movies, porn.

SOFIA
New sky charts?

KIEL
Can’t use charts for the Kuiper, 
rocks move at different rates, we 
use primitive software. Pirates 
know the belt better than we do.

SPANNER HEAD
What’s the one commodity they want 
more than anything else?

KIEL
Female slaves. And we’re not doing 
that.

SPANNER HEAD
No, we're not. 

INT. OPERATIONS ROOM OF SPACE VESSEL - NIGHT

They climb into a similar room, this one loaded with 
computers and comms gear.

KIEL
Check out the gun position. Sofia?

SOFIA
Yeah.
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KIEL
Maps. Can't use the usual lanes. 
They’re loaded with pirates. 
Spanner Head will take the long 
way.

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Different room, with two big chairs looking at a big screen.

KIEL
Handprint locks in the bridge, in 
case they’re boarded. New radio.

SOFIA
What’s the point? If they wreck, if 
they’re attacked, we’ll be too far 
away to help.

KIEL
We'll name a crater after them. 
Ready for the Tenners?

Kiel leaves; Spanner Head and Sofia do something no two women 
have ever done on Mars, sit in the two control seats. 

SPANNER HEAD
It's just more exploration. 

SOFIA
Explorers die. 

SPANNER HEAD
They crossed the Atlantic in 
sailing ships. 

SOFIA
That took two months. This is a 
year. If you live. 

SPANNER HEAD
Geez, I love you too. I'll send you 
a postcard. 

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – DAY

Invergordon and Spanner Head enter.

SPANNER HEAD
Want to take left chair, see what 
these engines feel like?
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He sits left and slides his hand into a green rudder box 
between the two seats; she sits on the right. They launch. 
It's stunningly violent, more than they're used to. 

SOFIA (O.S.)
Never saw thrust like this. You 
guys okay?

INT. OPERATIONS ROOM OF SPACE VESSEL - NIGHT

Spanner Head, nauseous, watches Gordon eat.

SPANNER HEAD
Can’t believe I’m space-sick again.

INVERGORDON
In orbit, you have planet gravity 
but it’s opposed by the ship's 
orbit, two gravities fight each 
other. Out here there’s no gravity 
at all except our acceleration. 

SPANNER HEAD
I’ll try not to puke on you.

He points to some electronic gear.

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
Spectroscope. Every chemical 
element has its own wavelengths, we 
use it to find the rocks we want.

INVERGORDON
And what else?

SPANNER HEAD
Find fuel at each stop or we die.

INVERGORDON
What else?

SPANNER HEAD
Debris fields from asteroid 
collisions have the best stuff but 
we could get smashed up and die.

He begins loading soap into a spray gun.

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
What is that disgusting goo?

INVERGORDON
They trained you on EVA’s, right?
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SPANNER HEAD
Sure, I did great.

INVERGORDON
You need to know how to jump onto 
an asteroid and grab fuel.

SPANNER HEAD
In case you die.

INVERGORDON
The one thing they never teach you, 
is your suit visor is going to fog 
up on you, you can’t see.

SPANNER HEAD
And then I die.

INVERGORDON
Mix liquid soap with water, spray 
it on your mask.  So, Kuiper belt. 
Which of these rocks will have the 
pirates? There's thousands of them. 

SPANNER HEAD
Just stick to the big ones. Sedna 
goes out on this big loop, eighty 
thousand miles, and it only comes 
back every eleven thousand years.

INVERGORDON
Not too practical.

SPANNER HEAD
Eris goes too far, the only thing 
it would be good for is hiding.

INVERGORDON
Or hiding something. 

SPANNER HEAD
Quaoar and Vardam and Ixion are too 
small - 

INVERGORDON
You're making these things up. 

SPANNER HEAD
And Varuna is too unstable. 

INVERGORDON
So what does that leave?
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SPANNER HEAD
Haumea, Makemake and Pluto. Nice 
lazy orbits, go around the Sun 300 
years or so, but tricky to find em: 
their orbits are elliptical and 
they're tilted, not flat. 

INVERGORDON
So which one do we want?

SPANNER HEAD
Haumea is loaded with calcium, 
sodium, iron, zinc, silicon… 

INVERGORDON
So the pirates grabbed that one. 

SPANNER HEAD
Pluto has a sister, Orcus, they 
circle opposite each other. If the 
pirates want to watch the whole 
belt, they build stations on both. 

INVERGORDON
I'm taking in the antenna. If 
pirates blast it we can’t find your 
father. 

EXT. ASTEROID SURFACE – NIGHT

Gordon, in an EVA suit, is scooping up slush. We hear Spanner 
Head on the intercom.

INVERGORDON
This is going to take all day.

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
Want to find another asteroid?

INVERGORDON
We keep hunting here, they’ll all 
be the same. It’s just bad luck.

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
We’re out of fuel.

INVERGORDON
Go into the shop and grab that big 
piece of gear with a tube.

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
Looks like a vacuum cleaner?
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INVERGORDON
It is a vacuum cleaner. Hook it to 
the big tank. Put it in the fantail 
lock. Suck out the air, undo the 
hatch.

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
By remote.

INVERGORDON
Yes, unless you want to die! I’m 
going to suck up some of this 
ammonia slush, probably pick the 
whole rock clean.

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
How’s your back?

He windmills an arm. 

INVERGORDON
Doesn’t matter. We need the slush.

INT. OPERATIONS ROOM OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Spanner Head works a computer while Invergordon watches. 

INVERGORDON
Still can't get used to going up 
into the bridge and down again. 

SPANNER HEAD
Did Kiel explain the antenna time?

INVERGORDON
Your deal with the Tenners? Turn on 
the antennas and collect data?

SPANNER HEAD
I’m just a girl worked in a radio 
factory and plotting the stars at 
night. I’m a hack. They should have 
sent Sofie, she’s a genius at this.

INVERGORDON
But she’s not crazy like you.

SPANNER HEAD
I’ve been collecting signals on our 
way, but we get to the Oort Cloud –

INVERGORDON
If it exists.
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She glares at him. 

SPANNER HEAD
If it doesn’t exist who’s signaling 
us, Major Tom? My father is there.

INVERGORDON
Seriously, I did not want to have 
that fight with you. You say he’s 
there, he’s there. Teach me.

She points at the computer. 

SPANNER HEAD
Start collecting this galactic 
cloud. They glow when stars are 
near. Usually a nebula is hydrogen, 
helium. This is a cloud of alcohol.

INVERGORDON
Wait til the fleet hears there’s a 
cloud of alcohol out here.

SPANNER HEAD
We're in the Laniakea cluster of 
galaxies. At the center is the 
Great Attractor. We can’t see it, 
Milky Way is in the way, but it 
makes galaxies move around it.

INVERGORDON
The Great Attractor? Sounds like 
perfume. 

SPANNER HEAD
New signal. Cosmic microwave. Big 
Bang was a big loud thing. We still 
hear the echoes, billions of years 
later, in the microwave range.

INVERGORDON
We can hear the universe being 
born?

SPANNER HEAD
The boom after the bang. Like 
thunder on Earth.

INVERGORDON
I remember my first thunderstorm on 
Earth. Scared the hell out of me.

SPANNER HEAD
I screamed. Kiel laughed at me.
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INT. OPERATIONS ROOM OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Gordon and Spanner Head sit at a terminal.

SPANNER HEAD
I’ve fired these guns before.

INVERGORDON
We’re both going to practice. See 
these chunks of rock just off to 
starboard? What we’re going to do –

SPANNER HEAD
Here, I can get both of them.

INVERGORDON
No, wait –

She fires, and the ship is pelted with debris.

INVERGORDON (CONT'D)
Shit. Take your hands off of the 
controls. Now. …Shooting at rocks 
isn’t like shooting at a ship or a 
computer target.

SPANNER HEAD
You fire, it blows up.

INVERGORDON
And it creates debris. And by the 
way, you only got one out of two.

SPANNER HEAD
So, show me.

INVERGORDON
A real marksman lines up the rock, 
pings it just on the edge, sets it 
spinning away, out into space.

He demonstrates.

INVERGORDON (CONT'D)
That's for rocks. If it's a pirate 
ship, blast him in the bullseye. 

SPANNER HEAD
Just stop me from doing anything 
stupid, okay? 

INVERGORDON
First stop. Make sure everything’s 
secure before we lose gravity.
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SPANNER HEAD
Got it.

INT. SLEEPING QUARTERS OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Spanner Head is helping Gordon study; he holds a tablet.

SPANNER HEAD
You're mixed up. Titan is off 
Saturn, only moon with its own 
atmosphere, be a great fueling 
station. Triton is off Neptune, 
only moon that orbits backwards. It 
has geysers of liquid nitrogen, 
stuff that can kill you.

He tosses the tablet.

INVERGORDON
How many do I need to know?

SPANNER HEAD
Jupiter has 79 satellites, Saturn 
has 82, just remember the two with 
volcanoes. 

INVERGORDON
Stuff that can kill you. Stop me 
from doing anything stupid, okay?

INT. OPERATIONS ROOM OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Spanner Head and Invergordon look at a screen. 

INVERGORDON
This will make the trip longer. 
Adding a two-week hop to Jupiter's 
orbit. We should be accelerating 
for gravity assist, not stopping. 

SPANNER HEAD
Crap. Go to the bridge, nudge the 
ship over 5 degrees to starboard!

INVERGORDON
Sure, no sweat. What do you got?

He leaves the ops room to the bridge next door. We can do him 
O.S. or cross-cut between the two scenes. 
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SPANNER HEAD
Five degrees. It's a centaur, a 
rock gets kicked around like a 
football between Jupiter, Saturn 
and Neptune. Can't map it, like 
trying to track a housefly. Hey, 
how far did you go?

INVERGORDON
I didn’t take a bearing.

SPANNER HEAD
Dammit! Two degrees back to port!

INVERGORDON
What’s the big –

SPANNER HEAD
NOW! That rock is shaped like a 
turd, it spins end over end, its 
orbit is irregular, it can kick up 
debris.

INVERGORDON
Shit, I can see it! Sorry. 

SPANNER HEAD
Too late, we ride it out, hope the 
junk misses us. At that speed a 
tiny rock can take out an engine. 

Onscreen, tiny rocks fly by at frightening speed. He returns. 

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
Gordon, it’s just you and me. Do 
you need me to give you the speech? 
Why am I the Captain out here?

INVERGORDON
Because you know this part of the 
sky and I don’t.

SPANNER HEAD
Nice bit of flying. Getting good.

INT. OPERATIONS ROOM OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Spanner Head points to a computer and Gordon looks. 

SPANNER HEAD
I have an idea, but you need to 
take over as Captain until we get 
out of this.
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INVERGORDON
You got a plan, tell me what it is.

SPANNER HEAD
You know how Mars has Trojans?

INVERGORDON
Asteroids that follow Mars around 
in its orbit? They had iron and 
silicon until we picked them clean.

SPANNER HEAD
Thousands flying in front of 
Jupiter, thousands more behind. We 
call them Greeks and Trojans.

INVERGORDON
Is it worth exploring?

SPANNER HEAD
They got stuff we can get anywhere, 
some silicon. Problem is they're 
packed together –

INVERGORDON
So they have a lot of collisions.

SPANNER HEAD
Lots of debris. Ship killers.

INVERGORDON
So we only go there if we’re out of 
gas. Which we are.

SPANNER HEAD
I know how to fly through a debris 
field, but we need to land on a 
rock, you need to load us up with 
fuel. You need to call the shots.

INVERGORDON
And you’ll do what I tell you? You 
won’t give me an argument? 

EXT. ASTEROID - NIGHT

The ship fires three harpoons into an asteroid; two stay put. 
Gordon EVA’s out the back bay, connected to a tether.

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
Got two out of three into Moby.
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INVERGORDON
Fire two high-speed rounds, fire em 
deep. It’s like we’re anchored into 
Cheddar cheese.

Two more are fired. Both grab tight but try to jerk free as 
the ship and asteroid dance with each other.

INVERGORDON (CONT'D)
Tighten the second cable two feet.

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
Two on two, aye.

INVERGORDON
Cut both engines.

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
Fire’s out, aye.

INVERGORDON
Reel in the fourth cable, two feet. 
Slowly, so it doesn’t pop out!

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
Cheddar cheese, aye. Two on four.

INVERGORDON
Another foot. Open the cargo bay.

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
Barn door’s open.

Gordon EVA’s and begins collecting fuel from the asteroid.

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.) (CONT'D)
Got a debris field coming our way.

INVERGORDON
Big rocks?

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
35 minutes. How long does it take 
to stow a load and get out of here?

INVERGORDON
We’re not having a discussion now.

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
But –
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INVERGORDON
Belay that and listen. Put us on 
Station Keeping Delta and get into 
your pressure suit now.

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
Delta, pressure suit, aye.

INVERGORDON
Get to the cargo bay, make sure 
everything’s secure, I need you to 
help me stow the load.

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
You know I never did that –

INVERGORDON
Pressure suit, now!

She dives into the bridge hatch.

INT. CARGO BAY OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Gordon hauls tanks, crates and sacks into the aft of the ship 
and they stow them in bins. An alert sounds.

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
Debris is a few minutes away.

INVERGORDON
I’ll take over back here. Put the 
Captain’s hat back on –

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
And get us the hell out of here?

INVERGORDON
Remember I’m still back here. Try 
not to throw me around too much.

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
Aye aye. Or am I Captain now?

INVERGORDON
Go! Now!

She flees to the bridge. 

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
Taking a big dive out of the solar 
plane, hold on to your ass! 
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INT. SLEEPING QUARTERS OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

She bandages his head, puts her hand on his shoulder.

SPANNER HEAD
Hey. Are we okay?

INVERGORDON
Well, you listen to me more than 
you listen to Kiel. Or your mother. 
Or the Commodore. Or the police...

SPANNER HEAD
Okay fine. 

INVERGORDON
You'd be terrible as a fleet 
sailor, you'd make a great pirate. 

SPANNER HEAD
Or ship captain. It's a contact 
sport when I’m driving. Sorry.

INVERGORDON
You know how many miners get hurt? 
Guys gotta fly home for months with 
broken arms. Then you get old, 
you’re sore all over, every trip.

SPANNER HEAD
Then you get the captain’s talk.

INVERGORDON
Yep, skipper says you can’t ride 
the rocks anymore, stick you in the 
machine shop to clean drill bits.

SPANNER HEAD
And then you get beached.

INVERGORDON
Yep. Left on Mars with the children 
and women. Cut off your balls.

SPANNER HEAD
Still better than being brought 
home in a bag. Or going missing.

INT. OPERATIONS ROOM OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

She works a computer; Gordon looks over her shoulder.
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INVERGORDON
Show me a few more. I’d rather do 
this than fix my drills.

SPANNER HEAD
Easy one first. Neutron star, left-
over from a supernova, lump of 
neutrons about six miles across.

INVERGORDON
How do we see something that small?

SPANNER HEAD
Like a flashlight. It emits 
radiation but it spins so it blinks 
at us in pulses, a pulsar. They’re 
so regular we set our maps and 
clocks to them. Grab that data?

He pokes some controls. 

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
Another easy one. Black hole sucks 
in matter, light. Once you cross 
the horizon you disappear. Junk 
that falls into the hole burns so 
hot it can be seen at incredible 
distances. That’s a quasar.

INVERGORDON
Pulsar blinks, quasar burns?

SPANNER HEAD
Now the hard stuff. Helium flash. 
Star stops fusing hydrogen and 
starts fusing helium into carbon.

INVERGORDON
Carbon? Like coal in a furnace.

SPANNER HEAD
Temperature increases a hundred 
billion times. Like a tiny 
supernova. And lastly, black dwarf.

INVERGORDON
Is that like a black hole?

SPANNER HEAD
No. Black dwarf is a star so cold 
it no longer emits light. If the 
universe doesn’t collapse, our Sun 
will bec a black dwarf. A lump of 
nothing.
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INVERGORDON
So we have that to look forward to.

INT. SLEEPING QUARTERS OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Spanner Head works out the muscles in Gordon’s back. She 
pulls out her backup prosthesis and fiddles with the innards. 

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Gordon steers the ship using the rudder box; Spanner Head 
watches, appalled, hanging onto a wall fitting.

SPANNER HEAD
It’s not hard. Space is big. Don’t 
hit the rocks.

The ship jerks around.

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
You’re oversteering. Do you fuck 
like you fly?

INVERGORDON
No, actually, I don’t.

SPANNER HEAD
Your wife’s a good sport.

INVERGORDON
Now you got me thinking about it.

SPANNER HEAD
Sorry. Here it is, Kuiper belt.  

INVERGORDON
Look at the size of these rocks! 
It’s a miner’s dream.

SPANNER HEAD
Yeah, don't hit em. This makes our 
old asteroid belt look like a ring 
in a bathtub. You count the big 
rocks, sixty miles across, you’d 
find a hundred thousand of them.

INVERGORDON
So there’s fuel everywhere.
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SPANNER HEAD
Got big rocks to build stations on. 
A couple have gravity like Pluto, 
dwarf planets, got moons and rings. 
Watch the sky, got comets, chunks 
of ice, ruin your whole day.

INVERGORDON
But it’s like our asteroid belt? 
Every rock travels at a different 
speed, you can’t even make a map.

SPANNER HEAD
Neptune is the clockmaker, she 
controls the rocks. Some resonate 
like harmonics: go around the Sun 
twice for every three Neptune 
orbits. Some travel in packs, like 
families, easy to mine them if your 
ship doesn’t get destroyed.

INVERGORDON
You want to build colonies here? 
Pirates are ahead of us. They built 
faster ships, took the best rocks. 

SPANNER HEAD
How do we take it back from them?

INVERGORDON
Don’t talk shit about my flying.

SPANNER HEAD
Turn us around?

He fiddles with the rudder and they turn. The sun is small 
but bright. 

INVERGORDON
You're sure that's the sun?

EXT. ASTEROID SURFACE - NIGHT 

Gordon scooping samples on an EVA, Spanner Head on the radio.

INVERGORDON
Another site that’s all methane. We 
need a methane reformer next time.

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
You want to do this again?
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INVERGORDON
Hell no.

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
I do. Why don’t we get a little 
closer to the middle of the belt?

INVERGORDON
Hell no. We need to fuel up now, 
before we meet any pirates.

He stops and sits down.

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
In case we have to make a run for 
it. Wait, what’s wrong?

INVERGORDON
My back. Been a miner too long.

INT. SLEEPING QUARTERS OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Spanner Head massages his back. His shirt is on. Groaning. 

SPANNER HEAD
Want me to try the next EVA?

INVERGORDON
Give me a few days. 

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL - NIGHT

They watch the screen as the ship approaches Haumea. She is 
in her underwear, pulls on her backup leg and her pants. 

Spanner Head takes control of the rudder box. The sun is 
behind them. In front of them, a row of pirate ships. 

INVERGORDON
So, orbit of Jupiter, Saturn, 
Uranus, Neptune, and the pirates. 

Spanner Head shifts the ship to the right with a jerk. The 
pirate vessels block her way, but their motions are slow and 
sluggish. She looks at the radio. 

SPANNER HEAD
Watering Hole?

INVERGORDON
When we showed up, they went to a 
new frequency, one point three. 
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The pirate ships surround them and close in. 

RADIO SPEAKER (O.S.)
Prepare to be boarded. 

INVERGORDON
You're not going down there with 
those traffickers.

SPANNER HEAD
Looks like we don't have a choice. 

INVERGORDON
Sorry, kid. 

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR - NIGHT

A PIRATE escorts Spanner Head and Invergordon through a busy, 
messy hangar. 

PIRATE
Hunting season! Out to the 
asteroids, hijack your mining 
ships! Sit there in the dark and - 

He gestures toward the rear engine of a nearby ship. 

PIRATE (CONT'D)
-- blow your fires out. 

He sees two pirates standing in front of the nose of the 
ship. The nose has Chinese markings on it. 

PIRATE (CONT'D)
You never did this before? Nobody's 
going to steal my ship, go protect 
all the swag in the storeroom! 

He waves at a tiny building where two girls peek out from 
behind a curtain. 

PIRATE (CONT'D)
And make sure nobody gets near the 
boss's favorite girl or his next 
favorite girl will be YOU.

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR – NIGHT

A very large, utilitarian space. Pirates have pushed ship 
engines and repair gear into corners, and jammed the place 
with their female slaves. 
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Spanner Head and Invergordon watch warily from a doorway. 
Every man in the place has a short sword and a knife; Spanner 
Head is relieved of hers. 

FEMALE PIRATE
Land of new beginnings. A man can 
make a fresh start. Or a woman. 

SPANNER HEAD
A place for murderers to hide.

FLY
If those puny Martian ships want to 
come arrest me, I'd love to watch. 
Good boys plays by the rules, bad 
boys don’t, who do you think wins?

SPANNER HEAD
So, no law here.

FEMALE PIRATE
Martian law? Welcome to pirate law. 
Court is in session. Every raider 
gets an equal share, extra for 
cripples like you; your arms always 
ready; always run silent and dark, 
no gambling, no deserters, no women 
except me, and no thieves.

SPANNER HEAD
Pirate law.

FLY
Bring a traveler to your camp, give 
him bread and salt, he may be a god 
in disguise. Afghan slave traders 
call it nanawatai, give you a girl 
to sleep with. I hear you’re sweet 
on the girls. 

SPANNER HEAD
No thank you. So I'm safe here. 

Pregnant silence. 

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
Kiel's offer stands. Pirates can 
still come home. 

FLY
And all is forgiven? Even your 
friend Makarov?
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SPANNER HEAD
Try not to show up with blood on 
your hands and a cadaver in your 
hold. Trust me, I'm sleeping with 
the Commodore.

FEMALE PIRATE
We're the ones who refused to go 
home even when we got a free pass. 
I will never allow my ships to 
return to Mars. Hunting season!

Cheers. 

FEMALE PIRATE (CONT'D)
You rebel against your Commodore, 
an anarchist, just make the final 
leap, pirate like me. 

SPANNER HEAD
So you want to live on the rocks 
forever, just for money?

FEMALE PIRATE
Money is too easy to steal. We 
don’t deal in money, it’s all swag. 

She grabs a bottle of wine. 

FEMALE PIRATE (CONT'D)
Mars money talks, but swag screams. 
Why the best sailors leave Mars to 
work for me? Swag. Why is it easy 
to bribe policemen, soldiers? Swag. 

She pats a scary pirate on the shoulder. 

FEMALE PIRATE (CONT'D)
You come to my market, buy a few 
big boys to protect you? They sell 
you to me, get paid twice. Who do 
you complain to? Write a nasty 
letter to some government a billion 
miles away?

SPANNER HEAD
Everything is a trade.

FLY
Real market is stuff everyone begs 
for: guns, spare parts, pressure 
tanks, soap from Earth, medicine so 
our whores get rid of the pillow 
disease, and information.
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SPANNER HEAD
What information could I have? 
Anyhow, you steal ships. And 
hostages, ransom.

FEMALE PIRATE
But we don’t kill our hostages, 
everyone would start shooting as 
soon as they see us coming.

SPANNER HEAD
And, protection rackets in every 
space port on Earth. Sabotage for 
the people who refuse to be 
squeezed. And slaves.

FEMALE PIRATE
And, mind your business. Spanner 
Head. We thought you were an old 
space story. You got that leg when 
an oxygen machine fell on you.

SPANNER HEAD
How did you know? Who are you?

FEMALE PIRATE
Is there another one-legged Chinese 
girl flying in the fleet?

FLY
We heard you coming on the ripples 
of the wind. 

SPANNER HEAD
How did you know about my accident?

FEMALE PIRATE
Your father said. You attacked our 
ships in the slave war on Earth.

SPANNER HEAD
Prove it. You people, I heard you 
kill Makarov just so you could keep 
running your slaves to -- 

FEMALE PIRATE
A liar always has an story. Can’t 
stop explaining. She can’t say, I 
don’t know because she does know. 
She calls us criminals.

FLY
Pirate Court. Verdict?
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Fly and most of the pirates raise their knives. 

FLY (CONT'D)
We take a sacrifice to Pluto, to 
Orcus, punisher of broken oaths. 
She promises our freedom, does 
anyone believe her?

SPANNER HEAD
How can you profit by killing me?

FLY
Don't be silly. I take your leg as 
a trophy, so you never forget the 
Kuiper Belt. It's hunting season!

SPANNER HEAD
What are you going to do, hang it 
on your bridge?

FLY
What an excellent idea. Oh, you 
think this is a joke?

Pirates pull her pants down, and remove her leg. She screams 
and struggles. Invergordon is restrained by four pirates. 

FEMALE PIRATE
Let's take her ship.

FLY
Her ship looks awfully familiar, 
almost as if she stole it. Let her 
go. When she comes back, we take 
her ship and her cargo. 

INT. CARGO HOLD OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Four pirates pop the lock and toss Spanner Head, legless, and 
Invergordon in. 

INVERGORDON
Spanner Head - 

SPANNER HEAD
Just don't! Don't say a word. 

INVERGORDON
But what are we - 
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SPANNER HEAD
Not a word! Take me to bed. I have 
a spare prosthesis. Then get us out 
of here. Please. Just leave it. 

INT. OPERATIONS ROOM OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Spanner Head and Gordon stare at the radio gear. 

INVERGORDON
We can't talk about Fly, the leg?

Silence. 

SPANNER HEAD
How long has it been?

INVERGORDON
He sent the signals once a month. I 
tried to come out of the last jump 
just in time for his next signal.

SPANNER HEAD
Did we wait too long?

Beeps. 

INVERGORDON
There it is. Dash dash dash.

SPANNER HEAD
Take a bearing and then another.

INVERGORDON
Tell me about this disc you’re so 
worried about.

SPANNER HEAD
In the Kuiper belt everything is 
more stable. 

INVERGORDON
Except the pirates. Sorry.

SPANNER HEAD
Leave it! We fall off the Kuiper 
cliff like a continental shelf. 
Into the Disc, comet country. 
Neptune is Big Mama, like a cannon, 
firing comets all over the system. 
One comet flies from the asteroid 
belt to Mercury and back. 

(MORE)
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The Schwassman bounces between 
Jupiter and Saturn. 

She waves her arm at the screen.

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
A massive clockwork of rocks that 
can kill us. We're a mouse running 
around inside Big Ben. 

INVERGORDON
But it’s a big sky.

SPANNER HEAD
Not that big. Comet collisions 
happen more than we thought. On top 
of all that, the magnetic storms.

Lights flicker. 

INVERGORDON
It’s a shame, these comets all have 
rocky cores. Flying gold mines. If 
only we could catch them.

INT. CARGO HOLD OF SPACE VESSEL - NIGHT

Invergordon, aching, drags in a load of slush in a tank. He 
pulls off his shirt. She sees a mass of scars everywhere. 

SPANNER HEAD
Jesus. 

INVERGORDON
I'm like a map of the solar system. 

SPANNER HEAD
You want me to get the medical kit?

INVERGORDON
They're just scars. 

SPANNER HEAD
We got all we need?

INVERGORDON
All we're gonna get out here. We 
got fuel, that's the main thing. 

SPANNER HEAD
Food be pretty bland from here out.

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
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INVERGORDON
Want to look for his radio signal?

SPANNER HEAD
Get through the heliopause first, 
no point in trying now.

INVERGORDON
Heliopause?

SPANNER HEAD
Solar wind rolls in, million miles 
an hour, a plasma of particles.

INVERGORDON
I know all that.

SPANNER HEAD
Heliopause is like the surface of a 
bubble, solar wind stops, space 
becomes choppy like a rough sea on 
Earth.

INVERGORDON
How do we get through it alive?

SPANNER HEAD
The only other man to do it is Pop, 
not like we can ask him.

INVERGORDON
Well, he survived it. 

SPANNER HEAD
But how?

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Spanner Head and Gordon get banged around by a wild ride.

INVERGORDON
I told you to strap in. That’s a 
nasty scrape over your eye.

SPANNER HEAD
Let’s get on the radio.

INVERGORDON
Is it time?

SPANNER HEAD
It’s been a month, don’t want to 
miss him.
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They stagger out of their chairs; the ship is still bucking.

INT. OPERATIONS ROOM OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Spanner Head and Invergordon are exhausted. 

INVERGORDON
We have the date right?

SPANNER HEAD
If the computer didn’t crap out. 

INVERGORDON
Alright, cross your fingers.

SPANNER HEAD
What if his signal’s too weak? We 
barely got him last time.

INVERGORDON
We’re either closer to him…

SPANNER HEAD
What if I'm wrong about the Neptune 
track, he’s on the other side of 
the System, 200 billion miles away?

INVERGORDON
Here’s a pregnant question. How 
long do we stay, before we give up?

SPANNER HEAD
Don’t leave it to me, we’ll never 
leave. We’ll grow old out here.

She locks her fingers together, prayer-like. 

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
Please. 

The radio plays dash dash dash. Spanner Head freaks out.

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
There he is!

INVERGORDON
Hey, there’s no crying in space.

SPANNER HEAD
Not crying! Every time, I’m afraid 
we won’t hear him again.
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INVERGORDON
Way to go, Wu! Keep recording, get 
a bearing. You keep crying, I make 
you give me more lessons. The whole 
Solar System. From the start. 

SPANNER HEAD
Four billion years, in the Orion-
Cygnus arm of the Milky Way, a 
molecular cloud collapses, the Sun 
is born, alongside her sister 
stars. It begins to spin and burn. 
A fusion bomb. And her children. 
Four thousand comets, a million 
small planets.

INVERGORDON
I thought the sky looked so empty.

SPANNER HEAD
Someday it will be. The sun will 
burn out, expand, destroy Mercury, 
roast Earth, and most of it will 
blow away into space.

INVERGORDON
You are in a mood, aren't you?

INT. SLEEPING QUARTERS OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Montage. Rolling sequence of shots: the two astronauts laying 
in bed alone awake and sleeping, laying in bed together, 
watching their computer screens, talking, eating. We're 
conveying how long and mind-twisting long voyages can be. 

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

They stare at the screen. Totally black. 

INVERGORDON
Why do you keep coming here? 
Nothing in front of us for billions 
of miles. 

SPANNER HEAD
I'm fine.

INVERGORDON
I'm fine. I'm married, that's a 
dead giveaway. Is there a book you 
haven't read? Play a game of -- 
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SPANNER HEAD
I can't stand to look at the game.

INVERGORDON
So explain dark matter again?

SPANNER HEAD
We think it exists.

INVERGORDON
Almost all your evidence, if you 
can call it that, is galaxies grow 
and move in ways we can’t explain.

SPANNER HEAD
And the way light moves, 
gravitational lensing.

INVERGORDON
And based on that you predict 
imaginary matter and imaginary 
energy.

SPANNER HEAD
At least the scientists are trying 
to solve the puzzle.

INVERGORDON
There was a time when the best 
human scientists thought lesbians 
were insane and needed to be 
treated with electrocution.

SPANNER HEAD
I’m not a lesbian.

INVERGORDON
Whatever you are, you’re in a 
category of one.

SPANNER HEAD
Everybody is.

INT. SLEEPING QUARTERS OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Gordon lays on his bunk; Spanner Head curls up at the end of 
it, reading from something vaguely like a tablet.

SPANNER HEAD
This one is from many years ago. On 
Earth. A girl in a boat.
A girl discovers that the world was 
designed by men and for men. 

(MORE)
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She wasn’t in the room when they 
decided all that. She was an 
afterthought.
A girl rows her boat into the 
middle of the ocean, and finds that 
she is always rowing into headwinds 
that only blow when the girls are 
sailing. She watches the boys sail 
past her. She lowers her head, she 
picks up her oar, and she digs into 
the water. And she becomes a woman.
A girl rows a boat into the ocean.
Each day face-first to the wind.
Headwinds only blow when she rows.
Boys glide past her.
Their sail full-breasted.
Bubbles in their flute glasses 
catch the light.
A girl lowers her head.
Digs her oar into the water.
Becomes a woman.
Big waves.

INVERGORDON
What's the other one? You’ve read 
everything else.

SPANNER HEAD
Beowulf.

INVERGORDON
Heard bad stories about that one.

SPANNER HEAD
Analysis and criticism of the 
Christian and pagan themes in 
Beowulf. Hero rips a troll’s arm 
off, hero decapitates another 
troll, hero gets killed by a 
dragon. Pagan themes my ass. 

INVERGORDON
Schoolchildren all over Mars just 
punched the air.

SPANNER HEAD
It was this or the porn.

INVERGORDON
Why did you quit hunting the slave 
traders on Earth?

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
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SPANNER HEAD
I didn’t quit! Get old, watch the 
same thing over and over. Fight 
battles you thought you already 
won.

INVERGORDON
No, that’s not it.

SPANNER HEAD
I left Kiel behind. Sofia. My 
mother.

INVERGORDON
That’s every sailor everywhere.

SPANNER HEAD
In all the romances, they make love 
so complicated. It’s not. Either 
you’re there, or you’re not.

INVERGORDON
Gets worse, you get to feel numb. 
Your pockets full, prepare for the 
worst. You tap out, hope for the 
best. Lean on the people you lean 
on. Heard you crying.

SPANNER HEAD
I actually prayed. Almighty was so 
surprised to hear from me that I 
got his undivided attention. I've 
already spent more time with you 
than I ever spent with Kiel. The 
odds are that if I die...

INVERGORDON
When you die...

SPANNER HEAD
You'll be the last face I see. 

INVERGORDON
Unless I die first. Then you'll be 
out here all by yourself. 

SPANNER HEAD
Well, don't die on me. 

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Spanner Head stares at the screen, looks at a computer, makes 
calculations. Invergordon enters and looks over her shoulder. 
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INVERGORDON
Kuiper Belt? Sorry, said the K 
word. 

SPANNER HEAD
I'm just thinking on paper here. 

INVERGORDON
We go over it, around it? That's 
Haumea, we had some bad luck there - 

SPANNER HEAD
I'll make you dinner. I need to 
crunch some numbers. 

INT. OPERATIONS ROOM OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

They eat tiny meals. He looks at her computer; she logs off. 

INVERGORDON
Need to talk about the reclaimers.

SPANNER HEAD
What’s the matter?

INVERGORDON
We should have loaded up on water 
on our last stop. I miscalculated.

SPANNER HEAD
How serious is it?

INVERGORDON
Don’t take this the wrong way.

SPANNER HEAD
Uh oh.

INVERGORDON
We both need a shower, bad.

SPANNER HEAD
Especially you. Jesus.

INVERGORDON
I’m a sailor, I’m used to it. We 
have enough water for one shower.

SPANNER HEAD
Feel free. …Or we could share it.
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INVERGORDON
You said it, not me. Gotta be a 
Navy shower. We squirt the water, 
lather up, cut the water.

INT. SLEEPING QUARTERS OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Gordon nurses his groin; Spanner Head dries her leg and puts 
on her prosthesis. They are both wet, wrapped in towels.

SPANNER HEAD
I said I’m sorry.

INVERGORDON
One place you can’t kick a guy.

SPANNER HEAD
My stump has a mind of its own. 
I’ll take the conn, make dinner, 
take care of your giblets.

INVERGORDON
Thank you.

SPANNER HEAD
Then go fix that reclaimer.

INVERGORDON
Shit.

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Gordon and Spanner Head stare at the screen.

SPANNER HEAD
Um, wanted to ask a favor.

INVERGORDON
Okay.

SPANNER HEAD
We’ve been out here a long time.

INVERGORDON
I’ve been out as long as you have.

SPANNER HEAD
Really, really long time. I don’t 
think I can stand it anymore. And 
we did just take a shower. 
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INVERGORDON
Only because I hate to see human 
suffering.

SPANNER HEAD
I still hate your guts.

INT. SLEEPING QUARTERS OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Our heroes, sweaty, wrapped in a sheet.

SPANNER HEAD
Sofia was right. You really need 
solid gravity to do that.

INVERGORDON
You seemed to figure it out okay.

SPANNER HEAD
How do I tell Kiel about this?

INVERGORDON
He’s a sailor. When you’re on a 
long flight, a man’s got to do what 
a man’s got to do.

SPANNER HEAD
But your crews are all male.

INVERGORDON
Sailors are problem-solvers.

SPANNER HEAD
So that act you put on when you 
come home, like you want to nail 
every girl in the colony?

INVERGORDON
And a few boys here and there.

SPANNER HEAD
Dad never told me about that part.

INVERGORDON
If I can sleep with a man, you can 
sleep with the guy who wanted to 
sell you for the reward. 

SPANNER HEAD
You got a wife and kids. 

INVERGORDON
Doesn’t matter if we die out here.
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SPANNER HEAD
If you got me pregnant, we turn 
back, go home. McGraw said women 
can’t fly because we have glandular 
tissue. We get cancer faster.

INVERGORDON
Take out the ovaries. Your breasts.

SPANNER HEAD
You could cut off your balls.

INVERGORDON
I don’t get Kiel. How could he not 
want you in his life? 

SPANNER HEAD
Why are you doing all this for me?

INVERGORDON
Glandular tissue.

SPANNER HEAD
Oh bullshit. You hate my guts.

INVERGORDON
Every man on Mars is in love with 
you, and some of the women. I’m 
just one guy in a crowd.

SPANNER HEAD
No, you’re not.

INT. WORKSHOP OF SPACE VESSEL - NIGHT

Gordon ceases work on a massive, decrepit piece of machinery. 

INVERGORDON
I tried every trick, used our spare 
parts.

SPANNER HEAD
No food.

INVERGORDON
Second reclaimer makes food. First 
one barely puts out air and water.

SPANNER HEAD
If the second one goes…

INVERGORDON
We spend eternity right here. 
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SPANNER HEAD
Dead. Do we run for home?

INVERGORDON
The other reclaimer, push it hard, 
stock up on food, air tanks, water…

SPANNER HEAD
Push too hard, you'll break it! How 
long do we stay out? And who makes 
that call?

INVERGORDON
The one who isn’t related to Wu. We 
discussed that with Kiel.

SPANNER HEAD
Yeah.

INVERGORDON
You've been in your head all day. 

SPANNER HEAD
This trip is showing me everything 
I'm doing wrong with my marriage. 

INVERGORDON
You and Kiel and Sofie in the same 
bed?

SPANNER HEAD
We all want children, but we all 
want someone else to raise them. We 
all want to fly. And I fight less 
with you than I do with Kiel. That 
was a surprise. 

INVERGORDON
Kiel belongs behind a desk, 
dirtside. You and me…

SPANNER HEAD
We're both pirates at heart. 

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Gordon and Spanner Head finally see something on their 
screen. Spanner Head is driving, evading rocks.

SPANNER HEAD
Portside. I see rocks. Comets, 
blocks of ice. We’re here!
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INVERGORDON
Look out! Where’s here?

SPANNER HEAD
The Oort Cloud. Trillions of rocks 
a mile across, metals. It exists, 
we can tell the people back home! 

INVERGORDON
There must have been a collision, 
look out! God’s junk yard. What’s 
this stuff doing out here?

SPANNER HEAD
When our Sun was born, she captured 
rocks left over from other solar 
systems. It spreads out in a disc, 
from the rotation of the system. 
But see that cloudy patch there? 

INVERGORDON
The cloud is an entire sphere, 
what, a trillion miles across?

SPANNER HEAD
The far side could be a whole light 
year off. Look, giant asteroids.

INVERGORDON
We can build stations, live here!

SPANNER HEAD
Like the asteroid belt, the Kuiper!

INVERGORDON
We can live outside the Solar 
System. Are we in it or out?

A clang on the hull.

INVERGORDON (CONT'D)
Little rocks can kill an engine. 

SPANNER HEAD
We’re in the System, barely. The 
galaxy is closing in. See how the 
disc gets thick and streaky? Tidal 
forces of the galaxy pull rocks 
along an axis that points to the 
center of the galaxy. Stirs the 
soup that sends comets spinning 
back toward the Sun.
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INVERGORDON
That doesn’t make sense.

SPANNER HEAD
The Sun’s gravity gives way to the 
galactic tide. If we build here, we 
have to figure in the gravity of 
nearby stars. Watch. 

She turns the ship around, nudging the rudder very slightly. 
They look onscreen and see a tiny dot. 

INVERGORDON
That's the sun. Our sun?

He takes her hand and she looks at him. 

SPANNER HEAD
Yeah, me too. 

INVERGORDON
The sun is just another star now. 
What are we doing out here?

INT. OPERATIONS ROOM OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Spanner Head and Gordon wait by the radio.

INVERGORDON
Alright, it’s that time of the 
month, as you ladies say.

SPANNER HEAD
Got the freq right?

Long stretch of dead air. And then...

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
There he is. Wow check the bearing.

INVERGORDON
We overshot him, and we need to 
steer a bit closer to the Sun.

SPANNER HEAD
So, go high-speed again?

INVERGORDON
Not too fast. If we’re lucky, spot 
a nice patch of asteroids, lots of 
big rocks he’s using for fuel.
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SPANNER HEAD
Now, let’s start signaling back.

INVERGORDON
And say what?

SPANNER HEAD
Tell him to keep sending, so we can 
find him!

She runs to the bridge.

INT. CARGO HOLD OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Spanner Head helps Gordon get into his EVA gear. They are 
getting the hang of it by this point.

INVERGORDON
If you miss something, I die.

SPANNER HEAD
Seals, visors, comms, life support, 
bio-monitor, tether lock.

INVERGORDON
You forgot my relief tube.

SPANNER HEAD
I touched your man parts once, I’m 
not checking your pee tube. And 
you’re not doing mine either.

INVERGORDON
I’m not sure we have em for women. 
Guess you’ll have to wear a diaper.

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Gordon uses the comms gear to adjust the antenna; Spanner 
Head listens for the radio.

INVERGORDON
Right, telescope deployed.

SPANNER HEAD
Is his signal still there?

Dead air. Then Morse signals.
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INVERGORDON
Dash dash dash, that’s an S! 
Portside. Now do a quick hop, three 
days, and take another bearing.

SPANNER HEAD
How are we for fuel?

INVERGORDON
Let’s hop to that clump of junk 
over there, we’ll find something.

They fly. She sits up in her seat.

SPANNER HEAD
It’s the space junk! Swing around, 
see if the signal bearing changes!

She runs to the operations room and shortly Gordon hears her 
shriek. She reenters.

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
Steer toward that big fat one in 
the middle, don’t get us killed!

EXT. ASTEROID SURFACE – NIGHT

They see a decrepit ship anchored to a large asteroid and 
land alongside. An old Chinese man, WU, emerges from the 
other ship, suited up with a worn sack. Spanner Head’s ship 
pops open at the back and Wu boards.

INT. CARGO HOLD OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Wu enters.

WU
Pressure!

Gases spray into the bay. Wu walks to the hatch.

INT. OPERATIONS ROOM OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Wu removes his helmet. Spanner Head, in hysterics, hugs him. 
Wu himself is unmoved.

INVERGORDON
Jesus Christ, what the hell were 
you thinking?
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WU
I’m not sure you’re aware of who 
you’re talking to.

INVERGORDON
Now wait a minute –

WU
How many voyages have you made as 
captain?

INVERGORDON
Well, I’m not a Tenner.

WU
I’m a Tenner. Senior man in the 
fleet. I’m in charge of all of 
Mars, if you can even get me there.

INVERGORDON
They made one or two changes while 
you were gone –

WU
Well, they didn’t get my approval, 
did they?

INVERGORDON
I'm going to cannibalize your 
reclaimer. 

WU
Leave something for the aliens to 
find. Turn the transmitter all the 
way up. Let them know we’re here.

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Spanner Head and Gordon confer.

INVERGORDON
He’s got the sky sickness. Could be 
half his brain is gone.

Wu enters and points. They stand at attention on instinct.

WU
Question. Show me the Crab Nebula.

SPANNER HEAD
You’re full of crap. Pointing the 
wrong way. Over there. Starboard. 
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WU
Well, you still know where east is, 
good for you.

SPANNER HEAD
You got a bad case.

WU
I can still find the Crab. But the 
rest of it. Get me to your mother. 
Can't wait - the look on her face.

Wu sits in the left chair.

SPANNER HEAD
That’s my chair.

WU
There isn’t a bit of seamanship in 
your head that I didn’t put there.

He slices his right hand, bleeds a bit into the rudder box 
which begins to glow green, and begins to navigate.

INVERGORDON
Wait, we have new fuel, go slow –

Old Man Wu flies at terrifying speed, with pinpoint accuracy. 
Spanner Head gasps. The old man is back!

WU
Oh, we’re going to have fun with 
this thing. Back to Mars, then?

INVERGORDON
You know the way?

WU
Just for that you sweep decks. I 
forget things. Keep an eye out. But 
I’m a Tenner. I’m taking command.

SPANNER HEAD
What? You know what I had to do to 
get this ship?

INVERGORDON
It serves you right, you know.

SPANNER HEAD
Crap! What am I, the cook now?

WU
How does this plasma thing work?
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SPANNER HEAD
Just let me out at the next 
asteroid.

INVERGORDON
We do a straight run, constant 
acceleration, two months. Just 
point at the Sun and burn gas.

WU
You telling me my business?

SPANNER HEAD
Keep an eye on him.

WU
Oh, can we go around the Kuiper 
belt? Has a lot of pirates.

Invergordon looks warily at Spanner Head. 

INVERGORDON
Yeah, so I've heard. 

WU
Pirates. A perfectly innocent 
misunderstanding, I thought.

INVERGORDON
A price on your head. We didn’t 
know that when we started all this.

WU
I'm being silly. We gotta go 
through em to get home alive.

INVERGORDON
If he does something nutty like 
take the Great Circle route around 
the pirates –

WU
I heard you already mutinied once. 
Invergordon? Scotland?

INVERGORDON
Yes sir.

WU
Men wear dresses there. But I’m 
sure you’re alright.

INVERGORDON
We don’t wear kilts in space.
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WU
Get attention from the lassies, 
wouldn’t it? Got ears like a bat, 
boy. I’ve seen mutineers. You 
interfere with your captain, you 
can walk home....How angry is your 
mother?

SPANNER HEAD
She went through the five stages.  
Now she doesn’t even say your name.

WU
Cancer is back. Too much time in 
the sky.

INT. OPERATIONS ROOM OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Our crew of three munches meager rations. 

INVERGORDON
What were you doing out here?

WU
Me and Makarov were going to launch 
a revolt, get rid of the Commodore. 
The more people you trust, the more 
likely you’re going to be betrayed.

INVERGORDON
So you ran.

WU
Went to the Kuiper, stole a pirate 
ship, they’re faster, longer range.

INVERGORDON
Some of the pirates will be hunting 
for you.

WU
All the pirates will be hunting me. 
You told them you were coming to 
fetch me?

INVERGORDON
Sorry about that.

WU
This is like child care. How well 
stocked is your computer?
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INVERGORDON
We loaded all we could, long trip.

WU
I have a yen for the old Earth 
stuff. The old blues guys, Blind 
Willie Johnson, Skip James.

SPANNER HEAD
Not sure we packed the rare stuff.

WU
Or the old silents? Buster Keaton. 
Sunrise, Wings, the Kid.

INVERGORDON
I’ll look.

WU
Did you use the pirate trick, teach 
your reclaimer to make moonshine?

INVERGORDON
Embarrassed I didn’t think of that.

WU
Some sailor you are.

Spanner Head opens an oven and hands Wu his dinner.

WU (CONT'D)
What, no pepper sauce?

SPANNER HEAD
I’ll just run back to Mars and get 
some for you.

WU
If I think of the foods I miss I’ll 
lose my mind. Years of reclaimer 
pellets, like cat food. Engine 
three oscillating again. On our 
next stop, swap out the – damn 
what’s the word.

Spanner Head and Gordon look at each other, incredulous.

WU (CONT'D)
Right on the tip of my tongue –

INVERGORDON
Coils.
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WU
I know it’s the damn coils! Built 
these engines before you were born! 
Water reclaimer, generator, plasma 
box, coils, magnetic field.

INVERGORDON
Right.

WU
Just forgot the damn word. Boy. 
Give me a hand.

INVERGORDON
Spanner Head, check the bridge.

WU
She takes the conn when I say so. 
Get me to the shower, I’m not 
familiar with these new controls.

SPANNER HEAD
I sit on a box when I’m in there.

WU
That’s because you’re a cripple.

She glares and fetches the box.

SPANNER HEAD
Can you manage the toilet alright?

WU
Go teach your Grandma to suck eggs. 
"Manage the toilet".

Invergordon pulls Spanner Head aside. 

INVERGORDON
Do we tell him about the pirates?

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Wu pulls his hand out of the rudder box, stand slowly, flexes 
his hand.

WU
Clearly you weren’t drilled enough. 
Boy, you first. Take us through 
this pile of asteroid debris.

INVERGORDON
Should we stow the antenna first?
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WU
It’s your job to see to it that 
nothing hits it. Or is that too 
much pressure? Take the conn.

INVERGORDON
Got the conn, aye.

A bumpy trip, a few dings on the hull.

WU
Fleet ain’t what it used to be. 
Girl, boy says you can fly a bit.

She slides into the chair.

SPANNER HEAD
Grab something.

The ship lurches forward, snaking through a debris field.

WU
Jesus – look out for the – Jesus.

She slows down.

WU (CONT'D)
Turn us around, do it again.

She does it again; Wu’s face is plastered against the screen.

WU (CONT'D)
You take the conn. Me and the boy, 
we’ll step in for mining hydrogen 
and killing pirates.

INVERGORDON
It’s nitrogen now.

WU
Holy crap, can this girl fly.

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Wu alone. Bits of debris pelt the screen. He whispers. 

WU
Blow, winds, and crack your cheeks! 
rage! blow! You cataracts and 
hurricanoes, spout till you have 
drench'd our steeples, drown'd the 
cocks! 

(MORE)
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You sulphurous and thought-
executing fires, vaunt-couriers to 
oak-cleaving thunderbolts, singe my 
white head! 

He flexes his wrist to avoid space rocks. 

WU (CONT'D)
And thou, all-shaking thunder, 
smite flat the thick rotundity o' 
the world! Crack nature's moulds, 
an germens spill at once, that make 
ingrateful man! Rumble thy 
bellyful! Spit, fire! spout, rain!

Spanner Head enters and slides her arm around him. 

WU (CONT'D)
No, I will be the pattern of all 
patience; I will say nothing.

SPANNER HEAD
A bit on the nose, don't you think? 
King Lear, old man losing his mind? 
Can't believe you remembered it. 

WU
Just came out of me. So, Haumea?

SPANNER HEAD
What was it made you go all silly?

WU
Look at the screen. Now look the 
other way. 

He nudges the rudder box and the ship turns around. 

WU (CONT'D)
We're so far out, the Sun was just 
another dot. I had us pointed the 
other way, toward Sirius, almost 
fired the engines before I 
realized. 

SPANNER HEAD
Happens to every captain in the 
sky, you get disoriented. 

WU
I couldn't find the damned sun. 

SPANNER HEAD
Here, stand up. Captain's shoulder. 

WU (CONT'D)
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He does and she works his shoulder. He groans and she takes 
him in her arms. 

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
We really need to burn your 
clothes. They smell. 

WU
They don't warn you how big your 
babies grow. You must have the 
sailor lads follow you everywhere. 

SPANNER HEAD
They see the metal leg and they run 
for the hills. 

She points. 

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
So how far is Sirius?

WU
Fifty trillion miles. 

SPANNER HEAD
Next time we just bring a bigger 
engine, right?

He smiles. 

INT. OPERATIONS ROOM OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Spanner Head and Wu whisper. Gordon enters. Awkward silence. 

INVERGORDON
Just passing by. Did you finally 
tell him what they did to your leg?

SPANNER HEAD
Final time. I'm not discussing it. 

WU
You just mind your own, boy. 

INT. LIVING QUARTERS OF SPACE VESSEL - NIGHT

A kitcheny space, centered around a table that can display 
holographics for games. Wu uses it to teach. 

WU
What, you’re captain Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday? 

(MORE)

68.



Who came up with that plan? You’re 
not supposed to be out in the fleet 
at all.

SPANNER HEAD
Don’t even go there, old man.

WU
Boy, sit and look at the display.

SPANNER HEAD
What about me?

WU
He was trained by the fleet. I want 
to see if the fleet is ready for a 
fight. You know this game?

INVERGORDON
Of course.

WU
Play a practice round, get loose. 

A hologram of a battle game appears over the table-top, two 
lines of “ships” firing at each other. Wu slaughters Gordon.

WU (CONT'D)
You think strategy is complicated. 
Every battle is won the same way. 
Some general sends a flank attack 
from one side of the battlefield, 
rolls up the other guy’s line.

They play again. Half of Wu’s ships rise to the top of the 
display. The other half engage Gordon.

WU (CONT'D)
The blue water navy on Earth came 
up with a trick, place called 
Midway. Instead of a flank attack 
from the side, attacks from above, 
in airplanes. Sank four aircraft 
carriers in ten minutes.

On the display, the ships at the top descend for the kill.

WU (CONT'D)
Midway. If you commanded the fleet, 
could you do that? Maneuver your 
ships, give the right orders?

INVERGORDON
With a little practice.

WU (CONT'D)
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WU
Sit and play him. Take turns, Yanks 
and Japs. Never know, pirates may 
try to play the same trick on us.

INT. OPERATIONS ROOM OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

The crew stares at a computer. 

WU
Girl, this is your line of country. 
How far are the pirate colonies?

She points. 

INVERGORDON
They were awfully good at detecting 
us the first time we came through -

WU
I wasn't there to babysit. Fuel up 
while we're outside the Kuiper. Get 
a full head of steam. By the time 
we reach the Belt we're going full 
blast. 

INVERGORDON
We'll run out of fuel. 

WU
Once we're going fast enough, we 
coast across the belt. 

INVERGORDON
How long will that take?

WU
How long does it take to get shot 
out of the sky? While we cross, 
turn off the electronics. They look 
for ripples in the solar wind, 
anything with a magnetic field. 
...It's alright. Good captain wants 
his sailors to ask these questions. 
Until the shooting starts. 

INT. SLEEPING QUARTERS OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Invergordon sticks his head into Wu's bunk. 
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INVERGORDON
Well, you changed our luck for us. 
We got through the Kuiper belt, 
didn't get shot at once.

WU
Never wake a captain to tell him 
that nothing happened. 

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – DAY

They are orbiting Earth. CLANKING NOISES.

WU
Signal the fleet. Winston is back.

He chuckles. 

INVERGORDON
Kiel sent a radio message, to come 
to Earth. He’s in the cargo bay.

Spanner Head is looking at the controls.

SPANNER HEAD
Gravity varies all over the planet.

INVERGORDON
Like one of the magnetic asteroids?

SPANNER HEAD
Gravity is stronger in Chile and 
Indonesia.

INVERGORDON
So I would weigh more in Santiago?

SPANNER HEAD
It’s the empanadas.

Kiel enters; Wu looks him over, smiles, shakes his hand.

WU
Got big for your britches, I hear.

SPANNER HEAD
Why is everyone here on Earth? The 
gravity must drive everyone crazy.

KIEL
They need our help. The seas rose, 
wiped their cities. Miami, New 
York, Orleans. Guangzhou too.
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View of New York skyline, submerged, skyscrapers sticking up 
out of the sea.

KIEL (CONT'D)
Refugees all over Earth, they come 
crying to us, to come to Mars.

SPANNER HEAD
Can we help them?

KIEL
It’s hundreds of millions. Let's go 
home. Back to Mars.

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR – NIGHT

Spanner Head, Kiel, Gordon and Wu emerge from the ship and 
find Bonebreaker.  She gives her daughter a hug and then 
surveys her husband. Wu looks at Spanner Head.

SPANNER HEAD
Do I look like a matchmaker?

Bonebreaker touches his face.

BONEBREAKER
Cancer, I don’t need tests. Why 
aren’t you dead?

WU
I love you too, Bonebreaker.

BONEBREAKER
So you’re just too stubborn to die?

WU
Got a family to feed. By seniority, 
I’m Commodore of Mars. I’m sure 
gonna wear you out tonight.

Bonebreaker wants to be mad, but when she sees Spanner Head 
smiling she cracks up.

BONEBREAKER
Come on, old man. Got a brand new 
bath tub and some wine from Earth.

WU
You want a list of all my cravings? 
Start with the mushrooms.

BONEBREAKER
You got it.
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Sofia enters, pregnant.

KIEL
Well, you know Sofia was trying 
very hard to get pregnant?

SPANNER HEAD
Did you catch? Wait a minute.

She smiles.

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
Alright, I was sleeping with you 
both, I guess this is payback.

KIEL
We wanted to keep it in the family.

SOFIA
How many kids got three parents?

KIEL
On Mars? You’d be surprised. 

SPANNER HEAD
Don’t feel so bad about Gordon now.

SOFIA
Gordon? You hate Gordon!

SPANNER HEAD
Long trip. It was pity sex.

INVERGORDON
Like hell. Made you holler.

SPANNER HEAD
He was adequate. Long trip. I need 
to apologize to his wife. Oh, crap. 

Invergordon's WIFE approaches, holding a toddler. Gordon 
crosses to them and takes the child. 

WIFE
You’re that crazy girl went outside 
the whole damn solar system? You’ll 
be dead in a year, I guess I can 
spare you some of Gordon’s man 
juice. Powerful stuff, isn’t it?

SPANNER HEAD
Maybe we’re both pregnant.
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INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR – NIGHT

Wu emerges from a spacecraft with a quaking TRAINEE. Kiel, 
Spanner Head and Gordon approach. 

WU
Boy, I'm not even angry with you, 
I'm angry with whoever taught you. 

TRAINEE
Sorry, sir. 

KIEL
Commodore? 

WU
New plan. I'm not taking over the 
Tenners. You're still in charge. 

KIEL
Thank you!

WU
I'm taking over fleet training. 
You'll wish that girl never found 
me. 

SPANNER HEAD
That trip should make me a Tenner - 

WU
Counts as one trip. 

SPANNER HEAD
It was longer than most captains 
make put together - 

WU
Counts as one trip. 

Spanner Head, Kiel and Invergordon look at a map of Earth.

INVERGORDON
Too many rocks have nothing except 
methane. We need steamers that 
process methane, need lots of 
nickel.

KIEL
And that other thing. Is it really 
necessary?
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SPANNER HEAD
Kiel. Humans will never leave this 
system, fly to the stars. Even if 
you could fly at light speed, 
Centauri is four light years, 
Trappist is forty. Why bother? The 
time, the expense, all to collect 
rocks and look for lizard people. 

KIEL
So no Star Fleet. 

SPANNER HEAD
It's possible to TALK across the 
cosmos. Aliens stick out antennas, 
swap ideas about space and time, 
gravity, jokes about Einstein. 

She smiles.

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
And don't share the secrets with 
the humans, they're dangerous! 
We're the Neanderthals, with our 
tattoos and big stupid guns. 

KIEL
A galactic leper colony. 

SPANNER HEAD
This solar system, here to the Oort 
Cloud, that's all the space we have 
to live in. Either we control the 
solar system or the criminals do. 
So let's find the Tenners.

INT. GREAT HALL - NIGHT

Same as the first scene with Captains on the platform, but 
this time Kiel is on the hall floor with Sofia and Spanner 
Head. And Wu has planted himself next to the microphone. 

KIEL
Sofe, you make the pitch to the 
Tenners.

SOFIA
I'm not a Captain. Will they let me 
speak?

KIEL
From the floor, not from the mast. 
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SPANNER HEAD
Why can't I do it?

KIEL
The Tenners hate your father, 
they'll go after you. And you keep 
antagonizing them. 

SPANNER HEAD
It's my plan - 

KIEL
Yes, your plan, let her sell it. 

Kiel climbs the platform. Spanner Head stands beside Sofia on 
the floor below. 

KIEL (CONT'D)
Captain Wu is Commodore and has the 
conn. 

SECOND TENNER
Point of order. No family can have 
two captains. If Wu is back, 
Spanner Head can no longer be 
captain.

KIEL
A family can have two captains, but 
they can't both be Tenners, sit on 
the Commodore's Council. 

SPANNER HEAD
I can't be a Tenner?

WU
Not until I retire or die. Should I 
get myself a food taster?

SECOND TENNER
You want us to invade the Kuiper 
belt, clear out the pirates? You 
know better than anyone how big it 
is. We'd have to build or steal a 
whole new fleet and take crews away 
from the mines we need to survive. 

FIRST TENNER
We're not prepared for war and they 
are. Long as we have the asteroid 
belt, let em have the Kuiper belt. 

SOFIA
Permission to speak - 

76.



WU
Step forward so we can hear you. 

SOFIA
If we let pirates build stations 
and ships in the Kuiper, they can 
take the asteroid belt too, starve 
us to death. Then they come to 
Mars, force us to surrender, and go 
to Earth, the slave trade. We'll be 
a dictatorship again, you Tenners 
will be the first ones executed. 

Spanner Head can't control herself anymore. 

SPANNER HEAD
And here's a question for you, 
husband. You were Commodore. Why 
aren't we ready for war? On Mars we 
have riches but no guns, pirates 
have guns but no riches, how does 
that story end? Mars is a rich man 
who can't defend himself in a dark 
alley.

KIEL
How many months do we ration meat 
so sailors can train up to fight 
instead of going to the mines?

SPANNER HEAD
You think the pirates will let us 
eat meat after they enslave us?

Moments later the Captains are filing out and Kiel joins 
Spanner Head and Sofia below. 

KIEL
You talked them into it again. 

SPANNER HEAD
So. Makeup sex?

KIEL
You're talking to me or her?

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR - NIGHT

Invergordon walks in, finds that Spanner Head, Kiel, Wu, 
Sofia, Bonebreaker, and ship captains have filled the space. 
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INVERGORDON
The big secret. You could have told 
me. I could have helped. 

SPANNER HEAD
We spent months in space. I didn't 
want you worrying about the 
project. Onscreen. 

A map of the Kuiper Belt appears on the wall.

INVERGORDON
You wouldn't even let me mention 
the belt. 

SPANNER HEAD
We didn't just go to find Pop. 

WU
What a wasted effort that would be. 

SPANNER HEAD
I let them take my leg. 

WU
We let him play in the big game?

SPANNER HEAD
I saved him a prime spot.  

Wu crosses to a young PILOT. 

WU
You look distracted. 

PILOT
I'm leading men into battle. I have 
no idea what we're doing. 

WU
Neither does anyone else. That's 
combat. How many sailors feared the 
enemy. And how many found courage 
on their way to the foreign sea. 

PILOT
What good does that do me?

WU
Every man in battle is afraid. They 
all do their job anyway. 
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PILOT
I'm not afraid of dying. I'm afraid 
of killing my own men.

WU
Like every good captain since the 
Persians. Girl, what's the mission?

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL - NIGHT

NOTE: in the next scenes we go back and forth between Spanner 
Head's first visit to the Kuiper Belt, where she gathered 
information on the pirates, and present day, where she uses 
the information to explain the attack against the pirates. 

Replay of the scene in which Spanner Head and Invergordon 
approach Haumea and pirate ships block their way. 

SPANNER HEAD (V.O.)
What did we learn about pirates? 
Their engines are big but clumsy.

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR - NIGHT

Frantic efforts to mount small thrusters next to big ones, on 
a spacecraft frame. 

SPANNER HEAD (V.O.)
We put smaller engines on our ships 
so we can run circles around them. 

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR - NIGHT

Replay of the ship with the Chinese characters on it. 

SPANNER HEAD (V.O.)
Their ships had Chinese markings.

EXT. CHINESE FACTORY - DAY

A factory is bombed. 

SPANNER HEAD (V.O.)
We take their factory in China. In 
a few months they will be starving 
for spare parts. 
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INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL - NIGHT

A Martian fleet steams toward Haumea. 

SPANNER HEAD (V.O.)
They use a new frequency when they 
attack, so we sit on their freqs. 

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR - NIGHT

Replay of Fly bragging. 

FLY
Heard you on the ripples of the 
wind. 

SPANNER HEAD (V.O.)
They see our ships making ripples 
in the solar wind, so we attack 
during a solar storm. 

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL - NIGHT

The fleet makes a giant arc around Haumea, lights flashing 
behind them. 

SPANNER HEAD (V.O.)
They think we attack from Mars, so 
we circle behind, the Sun in our 
faces. 

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR - NIGHT

Replay of the pirate pointing to his favorite point of 
attack, a ship's rear engine. 

SPANNER HEAD (V.O.)
They hit your engines from behind. 

EXT. SPACE OVER HAUMEA - NIGHT

Dogfighting, Martian vessels ambush pirates in pairs. 

SPANNER HEAD (V.O.)
So we attack in pairs, one behind 
the other, and ambush them. 
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INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR - NIGHT

Replay of female pirate talking to the pirates. 

SPANNER HEAD (V.O.)
Girl with the big knife talks about 
her ships, she has a fleet of them. 

INT. BRIDGE OF FEMALE PIRATE'S VESSEL - NIGHT

The female pirate's eyes widen in flight.

SPANNER HEAD (V.O.)
She's the real leader. So kill her 
ship. 

Silent explosion. 

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR - NIGHT

Replay of the scene in which the guards ignore everything in 
the hangar except the stolen loot and the girls peeking out 
of the window. 

SPANNER HEAD (V.O.)
All their guards are guarding the 
women and the loot they stole.

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR - NIGHT

Martian troops seize the field and rescue the girls. 

SPANNER HEAD (V.O.)
So land and attack from the 
shipyard, take their ships, fuel, 
their radios. And take their women. 
Especially Fly's favorite girl. 

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR - NIGHT

Replay of Fly bragging to the pirates. 

FLY
We will take a sacrifice to Pluto.

SPANNER HEAD (V.O.)
They were bragging about Pluto, 
that's where they'll run when we 
chase them from Haumea.
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EXT. SPACE OVER PLUTO - NIGHT

Pirates race to Pluto, only to find Martian ships waiting. 

SPANNER HEAD (V.O.)
So we get there first, they got 
nowhere to run, they surrender or 
they run out of gas and die.  

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR - NIGHT

Replay of Fly's boys taking Spanner Head's leg. 

SPANNER HEAD (V.O.)
And then, Fly has my leg. 

INT. BRIDGE OF FLY'S VESSEL - NIGHT

Fly is on his bridge, watching the battle. Behind him, hung 
like a trophy, is Spanner Head's leg. 

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
The sky is filled with pirates, I 
didn't know for sure they would 
take my leg. But I always leave a 
surprise, just in case…

Controls on the leg begin to blink furiously. 

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.) (CONT'D)
Old-style car on earth, turn the 
ignition, shot out electromagnetic 
pulses, foul up TV and radio. They 
made Chevy put in suppressors. But 
if you made the pulse bigger on 
purpose? Much much bigger?

The leg emits a piercing sound. All equipment on Fly's bridge 
malfunctions, goes dark. Fly hops from one instrument to the 
next, gets nothing. Screams into a microphone, but it's dead. 
He tries to engage the bridge hatch but it's locked. He 
screams as his ship rockets off, away from the run. 

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Wu, at the controls, lets out a series of whoops. 
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WU
Enjoy the leg, jackass! Don't shoot 
at him, let him choke to death when 
his reclaimer runs out. Give him 
time to think about his sins. 

He points. 

WU (CONT'D)
Hey, this other fella, starboard 
bow, put one right in his engine!

Firing. No sound of explosion, but flashing lights light up 
the bridge. 

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

We alternate between the bridges of Gordon's vessel and Wu's. 
Bonebreaker is on Wu's bridge, as is Sofia. 

WU
We caught the colony by surprise, 
now the pirate fleet is coming. 
They're assembling to the west.

INVERGORDON
Sir? Midway?

WU
Spruance hit the enemy from above. 
We hit em from below. Can you move 
the boys to their positions?

INVERGORDON
How far down?

WU
How good are their sensors? Like U-
boats, drop to the bottom. See if 
pirates can think in three 
dimensions. 

BONEBREAKER
So this is what it's like flying 
with you. 

WU
Well, we don't fight a war every 
day. Split up your medical teams. 
Some boys gonna die. 

Wu notices Sofia. 
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WU (CONT'D)
Spanner Head sent you over. 

Spanner Head chimes in on the radio. 

WU (CONT'D)
She's not a Captain, can't give her 
a ship for battle on her first try. 

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
I agree. She's too good as a 
gunner. 

WU
A what?

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
Never saw anyone shoot like her. 
She does this geometry thing nobody 
understands, she's a murderer with 
a gun. 

WU
Is this because she's you're, what, 
wife? Co-wife?

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
There isn't really a word for it. 

WU
But she's family. Number two gun. 

SOFIA
So this is how you're adopting me 
into the family?

WU
What better way to become a Wu, 
shooting pirates out of the sky?

Montage. The following shots are silent, as they occur in 
space. The only sound we hear is the fleet’s guns, loading 
and firing old-fashioned rounds, and then reloading new round 
with mechanical clanks; no “pew pew pew” here.

Shot of fleet and pirate vessels lined up, firing each other.

Shot of new fleet vessels rising from below.

Shot of a pirate vessel dueling one ship, only to be 
submarined by another from below.

Shot of ship with disabled engine, cartwheels out of control.
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Shot of a ship’s bridge decompressing as its captain slams 
into a bulkhead and stops moving.

Shot of a damaged vessel attempting a landing on the 
asteroid; it crashes and the air bursts out of cracks in the 
hull. The ship drifts away helplessly, cartwheeling. 

The sound returns for one shot: filthy operations room of a 
pirate vessel, sailors yell and fire frantically; the room 
bursts open and every loose object, including the sailors, 
flies out of the hole.

Shot of Wu on the bridge of a ship, calmly sipping a cup of 
coffee from an old fat-bottom Navy mug.

There are no big Hollywood explosions. 

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Spanner Head's vessel is under fire. A terrified girl enters 
the bridge. She shrieks when Spanner Head cuts her left hand 
open with a knife and drips her blood into the rudder box. 

SPANNER HEAD
Take the conn, aim the ship right 
into the middle of the pirate line!

GIRL
I've never flown before -

SPANNER HEAD
That's why I cut you. 

GIRL
Where the hell are you going? Maam?

SPANNER HEAD
Two guns, two gunners! Now go!

Spanner Head jumps down a ladder. The girl takes the helm and 
the ship lurches forward. The ship takes terrible hits to the 
rear. Smoke enters the bridge. Two explosions light up the 
front screen. Spanner Head reappears, bleeding from her head. 

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
Good girl. 

GIRL
Cargo pod hanging on by a few 
bolts. 
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SPANNER HEAD
You boys hid your porn in cargo, 
too bad. Jettison aft pod!

She punches a few buttons and the whole ship lurches. 

GIRL
That was our fuel reserve too.

SPANNER HEAD
Get my Dad on the radio. Give him 
something to complain about. 

GIRL
Maam, you're bleeding. A lot. 

INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – NIGHT

Gordon and Wu watch the screen as pirate ships flee; wreckage 
burns in space. 

INVERGORDON
Sir, a handful of pirates got away.

WU
Let them spread the word who owns 
the belt now. Go get a coffee.

INVERGORDON
The history books were already 
going to be about you, the Oort 
Cloud –

WU
And now the Second Battle of 
Midway. Rome would have given me a 
triumph. I just want Bonebreaker to 
stop making me sleep in the parlor. 

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
Wu Two to Wu One.

WU
Very funny. 

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
Got fuel? My tail got blown off. 

WU
Fleet tradition, you take a six pod 
vessel out, bring six pods back. 

86.



SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
Five will have to do, sorry! Pop?

WU
Yeah.

SPANNER HEAD (O.S.)
Find Bonebreaker. Fast. 

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR – NIGHT

Spanner Head falls out of the hatch at the bottom of a 
damaged vessel. Bonebreaker and nurses arrive. 

BONEBREAKER
Got a pulse! Get this suit off!

NURSE
Why is she wearing a pressure suit?

BONEBREAKER
Because she knew she was gonna do 
something crazy, get shot down. 

Spanner Head and the interior of her suit are covered in 
blood. Her prosthesis is crushed. 

NURSE
This is your girl, I got this. 

Three nurses put Spanner Head on a gurney. 

BONEBREAKER
You bring her back! She's so pale. 

WU
Like everyone in Mars. 

BONEBREAKER
She lost half her blood volume, 
jackass. This is on you. 

WU
Who taught her to go after what she 
wants, regardless of the obstacles?

BONEBREAKER
Who gave her the idea that staying 
in the solar system was optional? 
And, you know, start a pirate war?

She takes his hand and takes a deep breath. He bends over and 
picks up a shattered piece of her leg. 
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WU
Smashed her prosthesis. Again. 

BONEBREAKER
How many legs has she broken now?

WU
She's a spunky little girl. What 
can we make these out of, so she 
doesn't break em, titanium?

BONEBREAKER
Toughest substance in the Solar 
System is…Spanner Head. Had a silly 
idea that when you came home things 
would quiet down. Better figure how 
to keep you home, bring my top game 
into the bedroom. 

WU
You want to kill me? I can just 
about handle what you're throwing 
at me now. 

BONEBREAKER
Been saving it up a long time. 

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR - NIGHT

Martian invaders celebrate on Haumea, revel in all the swag, 
particularly the liquor. Spanner Head in a wheelchair. 

SPANNER HEAD (V.O.)
We stole their swag, drank their 
liquor. Fly was right, we're not so 
different. But tonight we are 
different. We won and they lost.  

SAILOR
Yeah! It's hunting season!

Spanner Head, Invergordon and Wu look at each other. 

SPANNER HEAD
Hunting season. A billion miles 
since I heard that. On Haumea. 

INVERGORDON
For months we've been trying to 
find the pirate spy on Mars.

The sailor makes a dash for the door. Unsuccessfully. 
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Fly's SLAVE approaches Spanner Head, wary of the men. 

SLAVE GIRL
Fly is dead?

SPANNER HEAD
His ship is dead. 

SLAVE GIRL
He comes back, you won't sell me?

SPANNER HEAD
We don't sell people here. 

SLAVE GIRL
You don't? What do I do now?

SPANNER HEAD
I don't know. Whatever you like. 

SLAVE GIRL
What do I like?

Wu stops by. 

WU
Not hard to tell which ship was 
yours. Like you beat it with a 
hammer. 

SPANNER HEAD
That's the rear end. See the skulls 
we painted on the front end? Pirate 
ships. Six of them. 

Wu pops open a bottle and hands it to her. 

WU
When they said I had a baby girl, 
didn't see it turning out like 
this. 

SPANNER HEAD
Are you joking? You made me. It was 
you, old man. 

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR – NIGHT

Kiel, Invergordon, Sofia with a baby, Bonebreaker and a few 
others set up a messy picnic on top of a broken engine. 
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SPANNER HEAD
Just realized, had this plan, I 
forgot to go get my leg back! Who 
wants to go get it for me?

KIEL
It's five billion miles away. 

SPANNER HEAD
I ask for one tiny favor…

INVERGORDON
You told me nothing. You think I 
was the spy? 

Spanner Head drapes her arm around him and kisses his cheek. 

SPANNER HEAD
No. You're not clever enough. 

INVERGORDON
Just think of the mystery we left 
for the aliens to find. 

SPANNER HEAD
First two things to leave the solar 
system, Fly's corpse, and my leg. 

INVERGORDON
They'll put yellow warning tape 
around this whole solar system.

Spanner Head looks around. 

SPANNER HEAD
My husband, my wife, and somebody's 
baby. Hello, little baloney loaf!

SOFIA
So much screwing around, not sure 
this baby's mine. And I pushed her 
out. 

SPANNER HEAD
Our family tree is like spaghetti. 
A multi-tentacled kraken.  

SOFIA
Just because she has four parents 
doesn't mean everybody can fly off 
at once. 
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INT. BRIDGE OF SPACE VESSEL – DAY

Spanner Head and Kiel look across space at an absolutely 
massive tube-shaped ship. 

KIEL
Built a giant reclaimer. Fly 
through the Cloud, take a million 
tons of rock and build station 
pods, it can even pressurize them. 

SPANNER HEAD
So asteroids go in the front end, a 
space station comes out the back?

KIEL
We still have to install the 
equipment. This is unmanned.

SPANNER HEAD
Unmanned? Too many things can go 
wrong. This elephant will attack 
ships that get to close to it, and 
then the pirates will blow it up. 

KIEL
Your father said we need a crew. 

SPANNER HEAD
Not crews, families. We colonized 
the moon with men only, ended up 
with a sky filled with criminals 
and whores. 

KIEL
We did the same on Mars and wives 
never saw their husbands again. 

SPANNER HEAD
We need families to pioneer so the 
pirates don't take it all. 
Asteroids, Kuiper belt, Oort cloud. 

KIEL
Families with a lot of guns. We 
need to do it before the Earth 
dies. Mankind's gotta go somewhere. 

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR – NIGHT

Back in the hangar, same crew plus Spanner Head, Gordon, 
Kiel, Wu and Sofia.
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SPANNER HEAD
I don't believe it. Long-range 
signals. Pirates in the Oort Cloud. 

INVERGORDON
We took the Kuiper belt away from 
them, I guess this was next. 

KIEL
We need a leader to set up a 
military operation. Someone who 
knows the Cloud.

Silence. 

SPANNER HEAD
Me?

KIEL
You did it for the Kuiper. Nobody 
believed the Cloud was there until 
you went there. 

SPANNER HEAD
It's 100 billion miles away. How do 
you even find the pirate ships?

INVERGORDON
It's hopeless, isn't it?

SOFIA
No. Our galaxy has its own gravity. 
It pulls rocks in the Oort Cloud 
toward the center of the galaxy, 
like taffy. We need machines that 
detect disturbances in the gravity.

SPANNER HEAD
What kind of detectors? 

SOFIA
Pulse arrays have to emit a pulse 
to work. 

INVERGORDON
Soon as the pirates figure out what 
the pulse is, they'll blow em up. 

SOFIA
Or we use lasers, it's silent. Good 
news is pirates fly like teenagers, 
they go at high speed with big 
engines, they make big ripples. 
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INVERGORDON
In a very big pond. 

SOFIA
Sensors detect a ship, repeater 
stations signal our ships, we 
triangulate and hunt them down. 

KIEL
So you want detectors, new ships, 
and sailors who want to go back to 
two-year cruises. 

SPANNER HEAD
You want to win, that's the price. 

WU
Two-man crew? Man and a woman?

INT. GREAT HALL - DAY

As before, Captains on the platform. Spanner Head joins them, 
in uniform. 

SECOND TENNER
We let you fight pirates in the 
Kuiper, but this is, literally, too 
far. The Oort Cloud. It's barely 
even in the Solar System. How many 
ships and sailors would we need?

SPANNER HEAD
We need to go to the Oort Cloud for 
the same reason we took the Kuiper 
belt, to keep the pirates out. 

FIRST TENNER
You already led us back to Earth, 
which was illegal by the way; now 
we're wearing ourselves out helping 
them out of disasters of their own 
making. Because you interfered. 

SPANNER HEAD
I also busted up the slave trade. 
You're welcome. 

SECOND TENNER
We're a small colony, you want to 
build a civilization a trillion 
miles around? Change our world 
forever. 

(MORE)
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Growing a civilization is something 
you must let us manage, at the 
right pace. We add new stations, 
where do we get metals, water, 
technology?

SPANNER HEAD
Captain, I agree with you, but the 
pirates don't. This is peacetime 
thinking. We're at war, the pirates 
are winning. If we weren't pioneers 
at heart, we never would have come 
to Mars. We were the ones strong 
enough to make the jump.

FIRST TENNER
Spanner Head. You got to go to the 
Oort Cloud, attack the Kuiper belt, 
this one time you sit still. Sofia 
is going to the Cloud. You will 
stay here, command the strategy. 

SPANNER HEAD
Under my father.  

The meeting disperses. The First Tenner gives Spanner Head a 
look and disappears into a side room. She follows. 

INT. CAPTAIN'S QUARTERS - NIGHT

Continuation. First Tenner breaks out a bottle of scotch. 

SPANNER HEAD
You got your revenge, put me in my 
place, stuck on Mars with a baby. 

FIRST TENNER
My God are you stupid.

SPANNER HEAD
You won, you can stop pushing me. 

FIRST TENNER
I've only just begun to push you. 

SPANNER HEAD
Why?

FIRST TENNER
You heard of a man called Socrates. 

SECOND TENNER (CONT'D)
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SPANNER HEAD
I plowed through all that during 
the disc, I was desperate. 

FIRST TENNER
He asks impossible questions, to 
see who can find his way to the 
answer. He pushed people. 

SPANNER HEAD
And then they killed him, old man. 
Why can't you leave me alone?

FIRST TENNER
I need to know if you can walk into 
a room full of men who don't 
respect you, make them listen. 

SPANNER HEAD
Make them think, that's harder.

FIRST TENNER
You took on the Tenners three 
times, and you won.

SPANNER HEAD
I was right and they were wrong. 

FIRST TENNER
You led us back to Earth, you led 
us to the Kuiper belt, the Cloud.

SPANNER HEAD
That is where our future is, I just 
pointed it out. 

FIRST TENNER
Stop throwing bombs. Show them you 
can lead men, lead fleets. So I can 
make you Commodore.  

SPANNER HEAD
A female Commodore?

FIRST TENNER
Our secret. If you tell Kiel, your 
father…

SPANNER HEAD
Don't want it. I'm a captain.

95.



FIRST TENNER
Yes, go chasing rabbits. A waste of 
your talent. It's not about you 
being a girl - 

SPANNER HEAD
I can be anything I want! 

FIRST TENNER
But you can't be everything you 
want. Growing up means that some of 
your dreams must die. 

SPANNER HEAD
But - 

FIRST TENNER
You crafted a gigantic dream for 
us, a trillion miles across.  Now 
dream a big one for yourself.

SPANNER HEAD
Commodore. Boss of all the Tenners. 

FIRST TENNER
Boss of Mars, Earth, everything you 
can conquer. I have two sneaky 
motives. Sofia was in your shadow a 
long time. Her turn to fly.

SPANNER HEAD
And the other? 

FIRST TENNER
All your life you broke the rules. 
Now you must make everyone follow 
the rules. That's your punishment. 

He smiles. 

INT. GREAT HALL - DAY

Spanner Head reenters and approaches Sofia, who is cuddling 
her toddler. Sofia sighs. 

SOFIA
We can fix this. 

SPANNER HEAD
Sofe. You know ten times more 
science than I do. 
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SOFIA
And I have a baby. 

SPANNER HEAD
I take her. You go to the Cloud, 
keep the guys from getting lost. 

SOFIA
You'll stay here?

SPANNER HEAD
You earned your shot. 

SOFIA
She's gonna miss her Mom.

SPANNER HEAD
Every baby on Mars misses her Dad, 
it's the same thing. Dads miss 
their kids. We're a town full of 
sailors. Gordon, how about Sofe?

INVERGORDON
I'd take her but your Pop wants 
her. 

SPANNER HEAD
Gordon's part of the family now. In 
every conceivable way. 

SOFIA
You nasty girl. 

She looks across the room. 

SPANNER HEAD
I need sketches for engine and 
missile designs. Pop, take some 
captains up, train em?

WU
Aye aye. 

SPANNER HEAD
Something nasty in your diaper? 

The toddler firmly grasps a marker in her hand and begins 
scribbling on the wall. Sofia scrutinizes Spanner Head. 

SOFIA
You were always angry, your father 
disappeared. He's king now, you're 
the princess. You still have that 
look in your eye. The rebel. 
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SPANNER HEAD
All that space, a million planets 
and moons and comets and centaurs, 
and I haven't seen it all. 

SOFIA
You volunteered to take the baby.

SPANNER HEAD
Take her with me. Pirates. Me with 
my peg leg, I get her an eyepatch 
and a parrot. Steal a ship. 

SOFIA
What the - 

SPANNER HEAD
I'm joking. I'm staying, teach her 
the sky, engines. Battles. I have a 
scheme but it's not what you think. 

She walks to a window and looks at the sky. 

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
Who says the Commodore needs to 
stay on Mars? Once I'm the boss I 
can do what I want. 

She looks at the baby. 

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
Time you had a sister, or is it 
cousin? Need a man for a little 
help. 

She looks across the hall at Kiel, talking to Invergordon. 

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
Be selfish to ask them both.

INT. OBSERVATION TOWER – NIGHT

Spanner Head and Sofia enter, find the First Tenner waiting. 
He points to Spanner Head but speaks to Sofia.

FIRST TENNER
She said we're never leaving the 
Solar System. She also said you're 
smarter than she is. 

Spanner Head looks at Sofia. 
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FIRST TENNER (CONT'D)
What about faster ships? New fuel?

SOFIA
We tried. Used the same fuels for 
years. Rockets that went to the old 
Earth space station used kerosene 
which was invented by the ancient 
Persians, LOX was made in 1883.

FIRST TENNER
Hitler used it to bomb London. 

SOFIA
The fastest ship from Earth, New 
Horizons, used hydrazine which goes 
back to 1875, Queen Victoria. 

FIRST TENNER
What about long-range travel? Build 
spaceships the size of cities?

SOFIA
Generations go insane in space. Or 
send criminals, ideal ambassadors 
to the galaxy. Or robots. 

FIRST TENNER
Which would be pointless. 

SOFIA
Most planets out there would kill 
us: cold, gravity, radiation, 
poisons, predators and parasites, 
earthquakes, volcanoes. 

FIRST TENNER
A lot of explorers would die. Can 
we get close to light speed?

SOFIA
Impossible for anything heavier 
than a photon. Takes infinite 
energy, and if you manage it, the 
nearest star is 8 years round trip. 
Milky Way is 150,000 years to 
cross. 

FIRST TENNER
The TV show invented "warp speed", 
thousand times the speed of light. 
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SOFIA
Stars in the Milky Way are laid out 
in five spiral arms. Even at warp 
speed it's 8 years to go from one 
arm to another. 150 years to cross 
the galaxy. And at that speed if 
you hit even tiny pebbles, your 
ship gets shredded like cheese, and 
you with it. 

FIRST TENNER
And at that speed, your reaction 
time isn't quite fast enough, is 
it?

Spanner Head laughs. 

SOFIA
No. Science fiction uses magical 
short-cuts. Jump gates, worm holes, 
skip drives, bending space, 
hyperspace, or teleportation which 
simply throws all the rules away. 

FIRST TENNER
Or something dangerous like fusion 
or anti-matter annihilation. 

SOFIA
Or a black hole which would take 
forever to find and it would crush 
you when you got there. 

SPANNER HEAD
Major brains. And she's the best 
gunner I've ever seen. 

FIRST TENNER
(to Sofia)

She's right. This System is all we 
have. We kill the pirates or they 
kill us. 

(to Spanner Head)
If you die, this girl is the 
Commodore. 

Sofia laughs. 

SOFIA
Never knew you for a sense of 
humor. 

The First Tenner pulls the Second Tenner aside. 
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FIRST TENNER
Either girl could be Commodore. 
We'll see how deep their friendship 
goes. 

Spanner Head aside with Sofia. 

SOFIA
You know they're playing us off 
against each other, right?

SPANNER HEAD
We'll start a catfight over Kiel, 
because we're both fourteen years 
old. And then we'll cry.

SOFIA
And then you put a bomb in my ship.

SPANNER HEAD
Sweetie, don't even joke. I don't 
want you to go at all. 

She hugs Sofia. 

SOFIA
You're more clingy than the baby.

SPANNER HEAD
Baby doesn't know what death is. 

INT. SPACECRAFT HANGAR – NIGHT

Invergordon and Sofia, in spacesuits, load crates into the 
cargo bay of an immense spacecraft. Wu, Kiel and Spanner Head 
watch, the latter holding the baby. 

INVERGORDON
The design for this ship is a 
snapshot of all the things we did 
wrong with the first one. Starting 
with the damn food reclaimer. 

He shakes hands with Wu and Kiel, and kisses Spanner Head. 

INVERGORDON (CONT'D)
So you're cooking up a baby? You 
know who the father is?

SPANNER HEAD
Not a clue.
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INVERGORDON
Like every Martian baby ever. 

SPANNER HEAD
But thanks for the, em, donations. 
Your hat's in the ring.  

He kisses the baby and climbs up into the spacecraft. Sofia 
kisses Spanner Head. 

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
Please come back to me. To her. 

INT. OBSERVATION TOWER - NIGHT

Spanner Head and the BABY survey the sky as the massive ship 
slowly rolls out of sight. Bonebreaker watches also. 

BONEBREAKER
You know why they call this tower 
the Widow's Walk?

SPANNER HEAD
Please don't. Just let me sit, got 
a little monster in my tummy. 

BABY
You promise Mommy will be there for 
my next birthday?

SPANNER HEAD
Promise. 

BABY
Do the stars!

SPANNER HEAD
The sky is like a big clock. Right 
ascension starts at zero, Pisces. 

BABY
Looks like a snake, not a fish. 

SPANNER HEAD
Above it you have Andromeda and 
Cassiopeia.

BABY
Mother and daughter. 

SPANNER HEAD
Andromeda, like an X, like her arms 
are stretched out. 
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BABY
She's yelling because she's a girl. 

SPANNER HEAD
And Cassopeia, a wiggly line, curvy 
like a girl. 

BABY
I'm not curvy.

SPANNER HEAD
One thing at a time. 

BABY
I want to see Cassopeia. 

SPANNER HEAD
Well, it's a long way. But there's 
a nice planet, Proxima Centauri b, 
four light years. I need to build 
you a bigger ship. 

Spanner Head has a brain wave moment. Soon she is drawing a 
monstrous vehicle on the wall with a marker. Insanely complex 
equations on either side. Wu enters and goes to the baby. 

SPANNER HEAD (CONT'D)
What's the critical mass of 
plutonium?

WU
WHAT?

SPANNER HEAD
Reactor design, long-range engine. 
We're going to Proxima.

BABY
And make it pink all over!

Baby joins in by coloring the rocket. 

WU
Bad Auntie!...Proxima. Wouldn't 
that be a hell of a thing?

FADE OUT.

THE END. 
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