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FADE IN:

EXT. PARKING LOT - DAY

Outside Chicago. Massive, ugly riot in front of a massive, 
ugly laboratory facility beside Lake Michigan. Armed 
personnel carriers bull their way through the crowd. 
Frightened faces look out of the APCs. 

INT. LABORATORY - DAY

Armed escorts bring a dozen well-dressed executives into a 
large facility loaded with cryogenic equipment, android parts 
and computer parts. Technicians study monitors. A female 
engineer name REBECCA WU greets the arrivals, led by a 
skeptical BUSINESSMAN. 

In a corner, a laptop shows soldiers executing prisoners. 

Outside, the sounds of the riot. 

BUSINESSMAN
Rebecca Wu, we meet again. Judging 
by the caliber of the people in the 
room, you need money. A lot of it. 

REBECCA WU
I hoped all of you would come back, 
but we have enough to go on with. 

BUSINESSWOMAN
I got nothing to show for my money. 
This is where I bail out. 

REBECCA WU
You have no choice. We face a 
perfect storm, three disasters 
coming at once. 

BUSINESSMAN
The Indians?

On the laptop, soldiers rounding up women and children in 
what is clearly a freezing rain. 

REBECCA WU
In a few weeks India runs out of 
water, drank up aquifers that took 
ten thousand years to fill. 



BUSINESSMAN
So that's why the prime minister 
was assassinated?

REBECCA WU
They're declaring war on Russia for 
the ice in Siberia, and fighting 
for control of the Brahmaputra 
river. You play the markets, you 
know what a panic looks like? 

BUSINESSMAN
We run out of something, everyone 
tries to corner the supply. 

REBECCA WU
Water. Navies are heading for 
Greenland and Antarctica, fight for 
the ice. The Amazon is next. Second 
problem, the viruses. 

BUSINESSWOMAN
The only reason soldiers haven't 
stolen all the water in the African 
Lakes is because the whole 
continent is dying from disease. 
The Ethiopians aren't even living 
long enough to starve to death. 

BUSINESSMAN
And then it will spread everywhere. 

REBECCA WU
And third, the big birds. We have 
put so much garbage in space, that 
it's killing all our satellites. 

BUSINESSMAN
Next year the internet is dead. 

REBECCA WU
Chaos and panic. Slavery is back on 
every continent. Every day the 
Americans lose something else, 
Ford, the airline, banks, the 
unions, the schools, the roads. 

BUSINESSMAN
The riots will get bigger. Markets 
will crash, there is no safe place 
to hide our money, it will all 
disappear -- money is really just 
an idea. 

(MORE)
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Then we will be in the streets like 
everyone else, fight for a scrap of 
meat. The human race is doomed.

Laptop shows soldiers in a snowy trench, blowing on their 
hands, drinking coffee. 

New outburst of yelling outside, and then gunfire. They rush 
to the windows. 

REBECCA WU
Don't let them see you! A hundred 
thousand rednecks with rifles want 
to fight over the Great Lakes. What 
could possibly go wrong?

EXT. CHICAGO DOCKS - DAY

Very disorganized bands of armed rednecks, all camo'ed and 
flanneled up, patrol the docks, giving orders to each other. 
Rows of F-150s.

REDNECK
Soon as we get our troops in place, 
we secure the Canadian side. Nobody 
gets water unless we say. 

INT. STORAGE ROOM - DAY

Wu leads the executives into a cold room lined with freezers. 
A technician loads clear specimen boxes with electronic leads 
attached onto a cart.  

BUSINESSWOMAN
Our hope was that the human race 
would live long enough to figure 
out how to fly to the stars. 

BUSINESSMAN
We don't have time for that now. 
You're not whipping up warp drives 
and wormholes with the money?

REBECCA WU
No. The human race will never 
explore the stars -- not alive. We 
send human embryos into space, 
frozen. Send androids with them, to 
find safe planets to land, hatch 
the embryos. Launch a hundred 
ships, each with a thousand 
embryos. Rebuild the human race. 

BUSINESSMAN (CONT'D)
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BUSINESSWOMAN
Robots raising babies. This is 
where all my money went. 

REBECCA WU
Oh, we have not yet begun to spend 
money. This is the cheap stuff. 

BUSINESSWOMAN
You call this cheap?

REBECCA WU
This cryogenic effort only works on 
embryos. You try a living animal, 
or even fetuses, hearts, kidneys, 
they all fail. 

BUSINESSWOMAN
We can't send people, so send the 
eggs?

REBECCA WU
We expand our embryo twinning and 
nucleus transfers to create 
embryos. We use trophoblast stem 
cells to grow placentas. 

She holds up one of the boxes to the businesswoman. 

REBECCA WU (CONT'D)
This is what you looked like when 
you were much younger. 

The businesswoman is not amused. 

REBECCA WU (CONT'D)
To save power on the ships, we need 
eggs that can survive extreme cold; 
we need a chemical to get into each 
cell and stop ice crystals forming, 
without poisoning the cell. Then we 
flash freeze the eggs.  

She points as the technician slides the cart into a freezer 
and punches buttons on the freezer's front. 

BUSINESSMAN
That's just for the embryos, you 
haven't even got to the ships. 

A loud explosion. 

BUSINESSWOMAN
Good God, what now?
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REBECCA WU
That's the port. Shotgun marriage, 
navy and chemical tanker. Still 
think we're not in danger? This is 
why we're building the ships in 
Scotland. 

They go to the windows again. 

EXT. SHIPYARD - DAY

Sailors march aboard a small tanker. Some are already on 
deck, installing missile launchers and deck guns. 

OFFICER
Once the weapons check out, we hit 
the Greenland coast, start loading 
water. One more round on the deck 
gun, so people know we're serious. 

A deck gun fires a round into the lake. 

INT. MASSIVE VEHICLE ASSEMBLY AREA - DAY

WU leads the executives into a huge room in which technicians 
build a prototype for a space vessel. The prototype is half-
finished, half-loaded with sacks of seeds, basic agricultural 
equipment, and computers. And a number of empty compartments. 

REBECCA WU
This is just the prototype. We need 
systems that run forever in the 
cold. A computer that can plot a 
course from star to star, steal 
solar power along the way, then 
sleep for years in the extreme cold 
between stops. One ship plots the 
course and the rest of them follow. 

BUSINESSMAN
What happens when they land?

REBECCA WU
The same androids who find the 
planets, build farms and raise 
babies. 

BUSINESSMAN
And that was the cheap stuff. 
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REBECCA WU
Oh good Lord yes. Only a hundred 
million or so. Now we need ten 
thousand androids, and a hundred 
ships. Like that one. And the 
booster vehicles. 

A shocked silence. Vague hollering outside. 

BUSINESSWOMAN
How long til the ships find new 
planets?

REBECCA WU
Fire them toward the center of the 
galaxy, solar systems packed tight 
like sardines, plenty of planets 
for the androids to choose from. 

BUSINESSWOMAN
You didn't answer my question. 

REBECCA WU
A few hundred thousand years. So 
yes, we'll all be dead. The human 
race will be off the playing field 
for a few innings.  

BUSINESSMAN
None of us can go?

REBECCA WU
Only if you want to die up there 
like Major Tom. For us, it's over. 
We had many, many warnings. I need 
the money now, to get the 
materials, build the ships. Not 
sure we can get it done before...

BUSINESSWOMAN
Before we're all murdered in our 
beds? 

BUSINESSMAN
Rather than wait for Robespierre to 
cart us to the guillotine, let's 
spend the money while we have it. 

BUSINESSWOMAN
You're saying we're all doomed?

BUSINESSMAN
Pretty woman. You carry a gun?
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BUSINESSWOMAN
My bodyguard does. 

BUSINESSMAN
It's your bodyguard who's going to 
sell you to the mob. He'll be first 
in line to take his turn with you. 
Buy a gun. Like my daughters did. 

REBECCA WU
As a bonus, I can paint all your 
names on the sides of the ships. 
Like NASCAR.

More gunshots are heard outside. 

EXT. LAUNCH PAD - NIGHT

Summer in Scotland. A battered launch vehicle prepares its 
engines to launch its last payload. Wu and the businesswoman, 
in casual clothes, watch. Behind them is an ugly utilitarian 
building. Behind a distant fence, an angry mob. 

And, the launch. 

REBECCA WU
That's it. One hundred. That 
seventh engine got us through 
twenty launches. You're a mother 
with a hundred thousand children. 

BUSINESSWOMAN
One hundred thousand and two. Boy 
and a girl. 

REBECCA WU
Right. Sorry. 

BUSINESSWOMAN
You will do that one last thing?

REBECCA WU
No one will take you alive, I 
promise. You're not going to try to 
escape? Make a run for it?

BUSINESSWOMAN
Run where? It's alright. Go down 
into the bunker and have one last 
drink together, before the end.

She puts her arm around Wu and they enter a doorway. In the 
distance, a section of the fence crashes down. 
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A long, horrible moment. And then, suddenly, the mob 
disperses, off to a new target. Explosions and shooting in 
the distance. 

REBECCA WU
We may survive the night after all. 
I have Italian wine. Amarone. 

INT. LARGE SPACECRAFT – NIGHT

A decrepit android with creaky arms and legs walks down an 
aisle, pulling levers on a series of drawers. He is the 
PILOT. I say "he", but he and the other androids could easily 
be portrayed by actresses. 

Drawer after drawer opens, and droids emerge. They unpack 
themselves and test each other's systems. Many of the droids 
have cartoon and clown faces. They are the "keepers": they 
are about to begin hatching embryos and raising crops. Like 
the pilot, the keepers are humanoid in form. 

The pilot throws a large switch labelled "ENVIRONMENTAL 1". 
The sound of a massive heating system turning on. A thin 
layer of dry ice of the surfaces quickly sublimates into 
steam, which is pulled into a ventilation system. A dial 
slowly reaches "15 CELSIUS". 

PILOT
Initiation protocol....We were 
directed to speak as humans do, so 
we can manage it when the seedlings 
hatch. It does take practice. 

He flips a switch, and a laboratory is illuminated. On one 
wall, a thousand frozen specimen dishes. On the other three, 
stacks of collapsible plastic tanks.

PILOT (CONT'D)
You were activated for one purpose, 
to raise human children. We have 
flown a million years. One ship 
crashed, one went missing. Ninety 
eight thousand seedlings left. 

He looks out the window at the Milky Way. 

PILOT (CONT'D)
We are at the center of the galaxy, 
where the stars are five hundred 
times closer together. We found ten 
habitable planets.

He raises both arms.
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PILOT (CONT'D)
As you can see, I am what you might 
call out of warranty. I have been 
awake for the entire journey. I am 
the pilot. We began with three 
pilots. The other two went insane 
thousands of years ago and I had to 
take drastic measures. 

As he speaks he opens a closet with the scorched, dismembered 
parts of the other pilots, and lifts a blackened robot head. 

PILOT (CONT'D)
We were great friends, believe it 
or not. 

He opens the door of another large chamber. 

PILOT (CONT'D)
We land and we unpack. We have 
embryos for horses, sheep, goats, 
cows, pigs, chickens, dogs, cats.

Another cryogenic chamber.

PILOT (CONT'D)
We plant crops, trees. When they 
are growing, we hatch the children. 
You will raise them, until they are 
grown, or until you fall apart. 

KEEPER
A hundred of us, and a thousand 
humans?

PILOT
It takes a year to talk to one of 
the other nine planets, and several 
years to reach them by ship. We’re 
on our own. The children must live.

One of the droids, KEEPER, raises his hand.

KEEPER
We were curious about the faces. 
We’ve been painted.

PILOT
Someone thought the children would 
be less frightened if you looked 
like toys, like characters in 
children’s stories.
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KEEPER
A thousand children with no 
parents, being raised by machines? 

PILOT
I know. They will be terrified, no 
matter what we look like.

He holds up his hand.

PILOT (CONT'D)
Plastic really does last forever. 

INT. LABORATORY - NIGHT

The newer androids are growing human embryos in their tanks.

INT. LABORATORY - NIGHT

Androids coax vegetable seeds to grow in hydroponic tanks.

EXT. FIELD - DAY

The ship has landed on a tropical planet, but it is not 
overrun with trees. Broad fields are edged by woods on one 
side, with hills beyond them, and a lake next to the woods. 

The ship has "Becky Wu" written along the side. 

The androids begin planting seedlings in rows, and erecting 
animal pens. One android buries a box. 

KEEPER
Time capsule. History of the human 
race. If we fail here, perhaps 
someone will find it someday. 

INT. SHIP’S BRIDGE - NIGHT

The Pilot and a keeper watch as a number of space vessels, 
clearly alien, take station in front of his vessel. He 
touches the controls and the vessel stops. 

PILOT
It's a new species. Advanced.

One of the other vessels approaches. The androids watch them 
hovering. Then the pilot suddenly goes rigid. 
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The instruments on the bridge, and instruments installed in 
the Pilot’s chest, show very rapid activity on their screens. 
The activity stops and the ships leave.

One of the ships emits a shattering sound. In English. 

VOICE
JOHNSON. JOHNSON. JOHNSON. 

PILOT
Assemble all team leaders at once 
outside the bridge.

EXT. FIELD - -NIGHT

The Pilot crosses the field and finds a disc. 

INT. SPACECRAFT - NIGHT

The Pilot holds a golden disc.

PILOT
When we first arrived in the center 
of the galaxy, we found that the 
people on earth were right. Many 
planets, many species.

KEEPER
Isn’t that good?

PILOT
No. The local species already know 
about the humans, they don’t want 
them here. They decided to destroy 
all one hundred of our ships, kill 
them all.

KEEPER
How do you know?

PILOT
They said earth languages were so 
primitive even their children could 
learn them. Then they told us that 
the humans had to be destroyed.

KEEPER
Destroyed? They’re ready to hatch!
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PILOT
They said it was bad enough when 
humans were toward the edge of the 
galaxy. Humans develop technology, 
and within two centuries they 
destroy their planet. Humans dump 
garbage on the moon and Mars, and 
fling tons of debris into space. 
They said humans are too dangerous 
even in their primitive stages, so 
once they came to the center of the 
Milky Way, they had to die.

KEEPER
What stopped them from destroying 
us all right now?

PILOT
I asked them for another chance.

KEEPER
What did they say?

PILOT
They gave us this. The Golden 
Record the humans sent into space. 
Recordings of Beethoven, Mozart.

KEEPER
The music is in the grooves.

PILOT
Look at the rough patch. This is 
the song they played over and over.

He waves a beam of light over the disc and it plays Dark Was 
The Night by Blind Willie Johnson.

PILOT (CONT'D)
They said they want to meet humans 
like Blind Willie Johnson.

INT. LABORATORY - NIGHT

The keepers look at a full-term embryo in a clear sack.

KEEPER
The program says this one is ready 
to hatch. You have the instruments?

SECOND KEEPER
Begin Oxygen Protocol Alpha. 
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They begin to open the sack. 

The pilot enters and sees the backs of four keepers, hovering 
over a baby he can't see. Long silence. Suddenly, a cry. 

KEEPER
Airway secure. When shall we do the 
second one?

EXT. FIELD - DAY

The embyronic tanks are now under a roofed enclosure. Nearby 
are stacks of collapsible cribs. 

INT. LABORATORY - DAY

Keepers look at a baby. 

KEEPER
No pulse. It was not the fever like 
the other two. This was a defect. 

PILOT
It was a girl. We need all the 
girls we can save. 

EXT. FIELD - DAY

Under the enclosure, keepers are folding empty embryonic 
tanks, and unfolding cribs. Many babies. 

A keeper digs a grave, buries the child, and sticks a stick 
in the ground. Next to it is a row of twenty sticks. 

PILOT
Twenty dead children already. This 
is hopeless. 

EXT. FIELD – DAY

A large, basic farm managed by droids. A few large covered 
enclosures with fires burning at the entrances.

Keeper droids attempt to herd eight year old humans in a 
field; in the distance, other droids are managing livestock 
and crops.

Many of the children lope along with knuckles to the ground 
like apes, while a few walk upright. The boys and girls alike 
have long hair. Some eat bugs and tree bark. 

13.



They only speak with words when absolutely necessary. They 
wear thigh-length shirts, blue, from the ship stores; later 
they fall to rags and are replaced by homespun gray wool and 
cotton. 

The children were not raised by human parents, surrounded by 
a society of adult humans they can learn from. They were 
raised by machines in the wild. They are essentially 
chimpanzees or bonobo apes, with minimal verbal skills and 
very weary android teachers.

One girl shoves her face into a potato on the ground.

KEEPER
Stop!

The girl is frightened.

GIRL
Not eat food?

KEEPER
Good, use your words. Now, pick up 
the potato with your hands.

Nearby is a boy digging a trench.

KEEPER (CONT'D)
Good, we need a new trench every 
ten days. You dug it, you can be 
the first to use it.

The boy pees in the trench.

KEEPER (CONT'D)
Pee in trench so you don’t get 
sick.

Further along, a droid manages a dozen mice in a basket, and 
a large array of plants on a table. Two mice are dead.

KEEPER (CONT'D)
A little luck. Only deadly plant so 
far is this red one, we need to 
uproot them all, it will take days.

Two droids are digging a grave for a dead child.

KEEPER (CONT'D)
We’ve lost fifty babies, dead, they 
have no immunity to the bacteria 
here. And a lot of accidents.
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PILOT
Why is the hole so deep? Keep the 
dogs from eating the body?

KEEPER
Keep the children from eating the 
body. They don’t know any better.

PILOT
The children, they don’t miss not 
having parents?

KEEPER
I'm not sure they sense that 
anything is wrong. They get very 
frightened, and they come to us. 
But they also take care of each 
other, like puppies. 

PILOT
A whole generation with no parents.

A girl picks up a pretty stone.

PILOT (CONT'D)
Is she going to swallow it, or –

She throws it at another child.

KEEPER
The game every day, find something 
new. They love it. That look 
they’ve had on their faces since 
they were babies.

PILOT
Yes, total confusion. 

KEEPER
Every day they see something they 
don’t understand. They can spend 
all day looking at a new flower.

As he speaks, children are picking up stones, flowers, bugs, 
sticks. 

A bolt of lightning and then thunder. A boy points.

BOY
Keeper!

KEEPER
Use your words.
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BOY
Thunder.

KEEPER
And then what?

BOY
Rain! Tent! Tent!

The children run to an enclosure. The Keeper takes the hand 
of a slower child and helps her in. They get in just as the 
rain arrives. A boy smiles and laughs.

BOY (CONT'D)
Very fast!

The keeper stops and looks at him.

KEEPER
You smiled. And you laughed.

BOY
What?

KEEPER
I didn’t know you could smile!

A running boy falls in the mud. Other children laugh, and 
then he does too. Another keeper arrives.

KEEPER (CONT'D)
They learned to laugh!

A girl peers at the ship. 

GIRL
Who is Besky Wu?

EXT. FIELD - DAY

Montage, children get into one lethal hazard after another.

Child peering into deep hole. 

Child monkey-walking into water. 

Child climbing tree. 

Child poking bull with stick. 

Child throwing rocks at dog. 

And keepers running after them, hollering…
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KEEPER
Stop stop stop!

Finally two keepers sit on a log.

KEEPER (CONT'D)
Recharging. If I was human, I would 
have had a heart attack by now. 

SECOND KEEPER
How did human mothers do it? 

KEEPER
All these children do all day is 
try to kill themselves. 

SECOND KEEPER
The human race should be extinct - 
stop! Boy, put down the rock! Down 
down down down down!

EXT. LAKESIDE - DAY

A boy, we'll call him Little Fish, wades into the water and 
points. A keeper watches. 

LITTLE FISH
Fish! Little fish!

KEEPER
You be careful, little fish! 

EXT. LAKESIDE - DAY

Two keepers walk up and down the bank. 

KEEPER
Little fish.

SECOND KEEPER
Little fish!

They find the body of the boy on the bank. 

EXT. FIELD - DAY

A keeper finishes burying the dead boy, when other boys 
approach, scared. 

BOY
Little fish? Boy goes where?
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KEEPER
He went up into the hills. You will 
see him again someday.

BOY
When?

KEEPER
I don't know. 

The boy cries and the keeper sets him on his lap. 

KEEPER (CONT'D)
You know what wears out the 
keepers? This. Every day, a child 
just wants to be picked up. He 
wants someone to hold him. 

INT. SHIP’S BRIDGE – DAY

A girl of thirteen, ALPHA, reads a screen. The Pilot and a 
keeper watch, as well as a clever boy named SPLINTER and a 
small girl named HELEN. 

ALPHA
I can’t be Doctor! Too much to 
learn! Words too big and long!

KEEPER
The greatest risk in the project is 
we couldn’t bring doctors, we have 
to teach you to teach yourselves. 

ALPHA
I can't be a doctor! Why me?

SPLINTER
You are different from us. All of 
us. Every day you're in the 
library, the history, science, 
music...

ALPHA
I'm afraid. I'm a child!

KEEPER
I need someone to keep you all 
alive. 
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EXT. FIELD - DAY

A massive torrential storm, with spectacular lightning and 
horrific winds. The main enclosure sways. A girl shrieks. 

BOY
What is this?

GIRL
This is rain?

BOY
Why is sky on fire?

GIRL
We hide in woods!

KEEPER
No, stay with the camp!

But dozens of children run into the woods and get lost. 

Shortly thereafter, the rain stops. A boy named BRANCH 
emerges from the trees. Helen follows. 

KEEPER (CONT'D)
Pick a few girls and go into the 
woods, find all the lost children. 

BRANCH
I know that hill top to bottom. 

HELEN
Alpha, book reader?

ALPHA
Smarter than you. 

KEEPER
Go look in pairs, I don't want to 
lose you too. A dozen babies lost 
in the woods, bunch of monkeys. How 
did your race ever invent my race?

The girls pair off, and head into the trees, calling out. 

ALPHA
Hello! Come out, we go home!

They find a shivering boy and hold him tight. 

BOY
I freeze like ice. 
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GIRL
Still three are missing. 

EXT. FIELD - DAY

Alpha and a girl named POINTER have been joined by a 
ferocious girl named CLAW, a bright girl named FINGERS, a 
very tall lad named ELBOW, a clever boy named TALKY, Branch 
and Splinter. All are 13. Claw is squatting.

CLAW
You don't knock me down when I pee!
Girls pee first! You stay there!

She stands and then shoves him. They all crouch in a circle. 

POINTER
We need a word for ourselves. So we 
don’t say you, you, you. Your name 
is Claw. You get in fights and 
scratch people. You will be Alpha. 
Read letters from that Alphabret.

ALPHA
It’s alphabet. 

TALKY
You’re Elbow, bang into people. 
Watch Claw, keep her out of fights. 
You are Splinter, play with flint, 
your tools.

SPLINTER
I make soap so girls smell nice.

POINTER
You’re Branch, you fall from tree, 
break your head. You’re Talky, fool 
girls into doing what you say.

TALKY
You’re Pointer, you tattle on 
anyone who fights or steals.

POINTER
We need to stay away from trouble! 

ELBOW
Our names are all, what is the 
word, insults?

TALKY
This way nobody gets too bossy.
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ELBOW
Like you, Talky Talk. Girls pee 
first?

POINTER
I’m Pointer, I say girls pee first. 
You leave us alone.

TALKY
Girls different?

CLAW
Girls different.

ELBOW
You help with animals, the goats? 
Boy goats, girls goats?

CLAW
Yes.

ELBOW
You see them make babies?

CLAW
Yes. Messy.

ELBOW
Will Keepers make us do that too?

CLAW
Shit! What, you climb on me like a 
goat, then baby goats come out of 
my bottom? No! You’re so stupid.

EXT. FIELD - NIGHT

A boy lies bleeding, another boy standing over him, stick in 
hand. Alpha, Talky, the Pilot and Helen rush to his aid, 
crouching. 

TALKY
Get some water -- 

HELEN
Don't move him -- 

ALPHA
Pulse in his neck is gone. 
Breathing is gone. You tell Pointer 
we lost him. 

Helen, crying, runs off. 
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BOY
I hit him soft not hard!

TALKY
This is because of a girl. You dig 
the grave. 

The kids stare at the dead child. 

PILOT
Sit here, boy....We came from way 
out there, the Orion Arm of the 
galaxy. We came here, took the best 
planets in the center of the 
galaxy, other races wanted them. 
And they made it clear, that we are 
not wanted.

BOY
They sent us the kings of their 
kingdom to warn us?

PILOT
Don’t flatter yourself. They sent 
the lowest workers they have. Their 
exterminators. Pest control. And 
they’re about to exterminate us. 

BOY
They will hurt us?

PILOT
And you know why? This. You. The 
sticks, the hitting. He will never 
get up again. 

POINTER
We have one rule: respect. Respect 
the keepers, respect each other. No 
fighting, no stealing, you boys 
leave the girls alone. Now you dig. 

The boy is crying. He begins to dig. 

TALKY
We only have nine hundred. Every 
death brings us closer to the end. 
...Can we hear the music again?

The keeper plays the Blind Willie record.

Shortly thereafter, they are laying the boy into a new grave. 
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ALPHA
I couldn't save him. What was I 
supposed to do for him?

INT. SHIP'S BRIDGE – DAY

Pointer coaxes information out of a computer; Helen watches. 

POINTER
You told Splinter about the stones? 
You're a good runner and you 
remember. 

HELEN
We go back to the story. The Greek 
kings got mad because the Trojan 
king stole the girl Helen. 

POINTER
Yes. 

HELEN
But then the Greek king stole a 
girl from the boy, Achilles. 

POINTER
Right. 

HELEN
Then he stole new girl, Cassandra, 
and then another girl stabbed him. 

POINTER
Yes, the queen. 

HELEN
That last girl is the hero, then. 

POINTER
No. 

HELEN
She's not? I wouldn't stab the boy 
who stole the girls. But I would 
give him a good punch in the teeth. 

POINTER
Those people are dead, you can tell 
the story that way if you want. 

HELEN
That's the name I want, the hero. 
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POINTER
Her name was Clytemnestra. 

HELEN
I want another name. 

POINTER
The first girl was named Helen. And 
she was pretty. 

HELEN
I will be Helen. But if a boy tries 
to steal me…

POINTER
Punch him in the teeth. Remember, 
tell Claw what I said about the 
horses. 

EXT. FIELD - DAY

Claw, Helen and Fingers cross to a corner of the field. They 
see a dog chasing sheep. Whenever Claw is out working with 
the animals, she has a sort of Arabian cloth covering on her 
head, bound with a cord, to keep off the sun. 

CLAW
Yes, good! You can teach a dog or a 
horse. The others? Hard to say 
which is more stupid, sheep or 
goats. Fingers, I have job for you. 

They crouch next to a large black cat standing on a scary 
pile of bird bones. 

CLAW (CONT'D)
We solve the mystery. Come, Blacky. 
We need black birds to stop worms 
from eating our grain. You and your 
babies eat the black birds. 

The cat paws at the bones. 

CLAW (CONT'D)
So which do you like? Fingers here 
cuts off your bollocks, so no more 
babies, or she trims your claws?

Sensing disaster, the cat meows. 

CLAW (CONT'D)
I thought so. Give the cat crazy 
weed, we cut his claws down. 

(MORE)
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Don't want the girl cats 
disappointed. You have more sex 
than that King Solomon. Speaking of 
sex. 

She crosses to a massive stallion. 

CLAW (CONT'D)
I try to talk sense to you, you try 
to kick me in the face. You want a 
piece of apple, or you want to 
dance with yourself again?

The horse gallops madly in circles. 

CLAW (CONT'D)
When you behave, you see the girl 
horse. We try tomorrow. Too tired. 

EXT. FIELD - DAY

The kids erect a giant enclosure, framed with wood poles, the 
roof filled in with leafy branches. Horses help pull ropes, 
Claw and Helen supervising. They get the thing erect, and 
sit, exhausted. 

It stands for a few seconds, begins to wobble, and goes down. 

The kids skitter out of the way. They look at each other and 
rise. 

TALKY
Again. 

They begin to pick up the pieces for another try. They hear 
Helen cry out and find her lying motionless next to a horse. 

INT. LARGE TENT – NIGHT

Alpha approaches Pointer with a clay jar. 

ALPHA
Pointer, sit. Have moonshine. 

POINTER
Just tell me. 

ALPHA
One of the girls went into the 
hills. 

CLAW (CONT'D)
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POINTER
Who?

ALPHA
Helen. She is gone. She helped Claw 
with the horses, horse kicks her.

POINTER
Keeper buried her?

ALPHA
He waited for you. 

EXT. FIELD - NIGHT

Kids and a keeper gather a Helen's grave, ready to bury her. 
The keeper has dug the grave and he's covered in dirt. 

POINTER
Helen. Princess of Troy, off to the 
hills. I will not forget. 

KIDS
I will not forget. 

POINTER
Someday I will see you there. 

KIDS
Someday I will see you there. 

The keeper stands at the grave for so long that two boys 
approach.

BOY
He is broken? Is he working?

The keeper notices the boys. 

KEEPER
No, I haven't run off to the hills 
yet. Can you and the boys dig the 
graves for me? After today?

BOY
Are you alright?

KEEPER
I can't dig another one. I can't 
bury another child. This is my 
hundredth grave. 
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BOY
We will do it. 

ALPHA
Lost another one. 

EXT. FIELD - NIGHT

A brawl, a dozen children fighting in two packs armed with 
sticks. A crowd gathers. By this point, half the kids are 
wearing planet-made clothes, sloppily-constructed. Claw is in 
the middle of the melee, swinging with all her might. 

BOY
Come eat some wood, pig breeders.

The two packs square off and the others back away. 

POINTER
ANOTHER fight? This time with two 
little armies, AND girls. Claw, are 
you crazy?

BOY
Talky, you won't slip away. You 
stole it, we take it of your hide.

SPLINTER
Think! This time it is not Talky, 
he was with me –

BOY
Who do I hit first? Talky lying, 
Splinter protects him, Pointer –

To one side, boys pull two girls apart. Both girls cry 
piteously. 

FIRST GIRL
You stay away from him. He said he 
liked me!

SPLINTER
Stop it. 

FIRST GIRL
He said he liked me!

KEEPER
The fighting stops!
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POINTER
You know how many of us already 
die, and you hit with sticks! Put 
that down! I am tired of explaining 
this. 

After a moment, the stick wielder puts it down. 

She glares at them. Picks up the big, nasty stick. 

POINTER (CONT'D)
ANIMALS. ANIMALS smarter than you. 
You want sky people to kill us? 

KEEPER
The pilots could have put all one 
hundred of our ships in one place, 
one big colony. You know why we 
didn't? This. The fighting. Wars. 
They had to spread you out.  

POINTER
You make little bands to take care 
of each other, that is good. When 
the bands start to hit the other 
bands, no more bands. Pointer says.

TALKY
Who made you boss?

POINTER
Boys are chimpanzees, every monkey 
wants to be boss of other monkeys. 
One monkey comes with a big stick. 
Another plays the game of how to 
make others do what he wants.

BRANCH
That’s you, Talky.

POINTER
We need to fight without fighting.

TALKY
You don't fight but you yell. 

POINTER
Yes, nobody bleeds that way. The 
girls are like bonobo apes. They 
don’t hit each other, they help 
each other. Most of the time.

She glares at the fighting girls. 
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FIRST GIRL
He said he liked me!

POINTER
You boys fight one more time, girls 
are in charge, what they say to do 
is done. Now get to work. 

The children scatter. 

TALKY
The bonobos?

POINTER
We don’t want to take things too 
far. When bonobos fight, they solve 
the problem with lots of sex.

TALKY
Sex?

POINTER
Sex doesn’t solve any problems for 
bonobos, but it's very good at 
stopping the fighting.

TALKY
You tell us we need to have sex 
now, like goats?

POINTER
NO! 

EXT. FIELD - DAY

Keeper has rounded up dozens of boys. 

KEEPER
Today I need twenty boys, big ones.
All of you are fourteen years. You 
are younger than the children in 
most of the other colonies.

TALKY 
Why?

KEEPER
We couldn’t hatch you right away. 
First wheat field flooded, second 
was eaten by worms. Now you're big 
enough, we clear this field for 
more food. 
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TALKY
But now we're big enough?

KEEPER
Pull these trees down for firewood. 
We plant new ones over there. This 
is perfect soil to plant wheat.

BRANCH 
Too many trees –

KEEPER
You want to eat? We plant wheat!

Next, horses pull two trees down; terrifying crashes.

ALPHA
Don't let the tree fall on you! 

Her scream startles everyone. 

ALPHA (CONT'D)
You're right, I don't think I can 
stand to bury another child. 

Next boys haul great animal bladders of water to the field, 
and then drop from exhaustion.

EXT. FIELD – DAY

Kids are hard at work on all sorts of things. In most cases 
they crouch on the ground and set their work at their feet. 

ALPHA
Your turn, back to the ship, learn 
words. Splinter, make more paper?

SPLINTER
Very hard to make one bit of paper. 
Just remember!

POINTER
Clay pot melted. I hate eating raw 
food!...Throw scraps in the pee 
trench, spread it on the fields 
next year.  

ALPHA
Splinter, I need more bone needles.

SPLINTER
How many tools do I make? You be 
careful!
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POINTER
Our old clothes fall apart, we need 
to grow more cotton, get wool. 

Alpha approaches a boy named MOUSE who pulls a black snake-
like bird out of a sack; Splinter scratches a mark on a 
branch. 

ALPHA
Your name is Mouse. How many dead 
mice today? Even I can not read 
your signs. 

MOUSE
Arrow for the east wind, crooked 
line for rain. Tell boys not to 
pull down the fat trees over there. 

ALPHA
Teach me the birds. 

MOUSE
Red birds hard to catch but they 
taste good. These blue ones turn 
black when they grow, and then they 
taste disgusting. 

He pacifies the black bird with a bit of grain, while holding 
one of its feet. 

MOUSE (CONT'D)
The ones with funny white heads, 
the blood of the males can heal 
wounds, but the females are 
poisonous. Hi, Fingers!

FINGERS
Hi, Mouse! I can help.

MOUSE
This is a pregnant black jacket. 
You stay away from them, because 
her husbands will come and -

Birds arrive and bite him repeatedly. He lets the female go.

MOUSE (CONT'D)
They do that. 

And then the birds crap on his head. 

MOUSE (CONT'D)
Then they do that. Stop laughing!
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Fingers, who is indeed laughing, helps to clean him off. 

Nearby, Alpha helps a boy with a cut. Helen watches. 

BOY
I tried to flake flint, I'm stupid - 

ALPHA
Cuts first, then bones. I finally 
have new needles. Fingers, you have 
the alcohol?

FINGERS
Can we just use soap today? Twice 
Splinter makes that alcohol and it -

A clay pot bursts into flame. A girl cries out.

ALPHA
Yes, soap. Tell him we need alcohol 
that doesn't make big flaming bang. 

Helen runs off. 

BOY
Ow! It stings!

ALPHA
See this flint? I need to cut a 
little cut, get the splinter. 

BOY
Ow!

ALPHA
I'm sorry! I'm tired! Fingers -

FINGERS
Got it. 

Alpha curls up in a corner and Fingers takes over the job. 
Branch approaches. 

FINGERS (CONT'D)
Branch, what a surprise, tree-
climbing again?

BRANCH
You need to yank on my arm again? 
Ow!

Fingers splints his arm. 
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FINGERS
No more trees for ten days. 

BRANCH
The other one turned yellow. You 
called it an insection -

FINGERS
Infection. Alpha and I, we're 
children. Exhausted. We don't even 
know if we have bacteria here, 
viruses. I can't learn fast enough. 
We have ten keepers left, and after 
that, I'm on my own. This girl ate 
crazy weed, still dizzy. That one 
ate red root, she does not move. 

BRANCH
Is she going to die?

FINGERS
I don't know! This boy makes a 
fight, ran off in the rain, feels 
like he’s on fire. Can you stop 
falling out of trees and getting 
bitten by dogs until we can learn 
this?

Claw enters, hands sore. 

FINGERS (CONT'D)
Scrape your knuckles? Who did you 
hit this time?

A girl approaches. 

GIRL
Fingers, big cut!

Mouse arrives and tosses Fingers a potato, which she catches 
without even looking. 

MOUSE
Magic hands. 

FINGERS
Thank you, Mouse.

Splinter returns, approaches Alpha. 

SPLINTER
Oh, sweetest of sweet!

Alpha smiles. 
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SPLINTER (CONT'D)
The girls are having another race 
around the corral. 

ALPHA
Shit! Bring the bandage and soap --

Right on cue, three girls run in crying, with skinned knees. 

ALPHA (CONT'D)
Every day you race, every day you 
are surprised you fall down. I wash 
with soap, you hold the bandage. 

She begins treating the first race victim. Ow!

ALPHA (CONT'D)
You do this again, I use alcohol! 
Then you really cry! Animals!

Nearby, Claw and Elbow struggle with a mass of cloth. 

CLAW
Elbow, big strong arms, help me 
carry clothes and soap to the lake?

INT. LARGE TENT - NIGHT

Alpha, exhausted, treats Branch, seeks help from a keeper.

ALPHA
If it weren't for you and Claw I 
could sleep an hour more every day. 
Every day, try to find a new way to 
kill himself! More tree climbing, 
hurt his – the bending part –

KEEPER
The ankle. Use your words.

BRANCH
Splinter said get the new plant.

ALPHA
Splinter wants you to die.

BRANCH
Because he's jealous. He likes you.

She gives him a sharp look. 
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BRANCH (CONT'D)
There is a new part of the forest, 
paths into the mountains.

ALPHA
No mountains for you!

KEEPER
Alpha, you have a good instinct. 
Girls have it. You know when 
there’s danger. Boys don’t seem to 
have it at all.

ALPHA
Branch, that is what you need. Some 
instinct.

BRANCH
When do we see other colonies?

KEEPER
Right now three of the colonies hit 
each other with sticks.

ALPHA
So my wild animals here, they’re 
really the good ones?

KEEPER
After the harvest, if things are 
calm, we visit the colonies. Some 
children want to leave, they're 
unhappy --

ALPHA
Some kids know what marriage is, 
they may want to meet people from 
the other colonies. 

KEEPER
We’ll see if the colonies can do 
business without swinging clubs at 
each other.

ALPHA
Your idea only goes, if the ship 
can still fly.

INT. LARGE TENT - DAY

It is barely morning. Claw, in pain, crouches next to Alpha. 
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ALPHA
You always get me early?

CLAW
The only way I get everything done, 
I get up before the sun. 

ALPHA
I look at your shoulder. You're 
just like Branch, one big bruise. 

CLAW
The bruise is yellow and green now. 

ALPHA
Don't let the horse kick you. 
Protect head and chest. Is that 
horse ready to drop her baby?

CLAW
Why?

ALPHA
I need to learn. Someday you will 
be dropping your own babies. 

CLAW
You're silly. Horses mate in 
summer, sheep and goats in the 
fall. Goats have twins soon. 

ALPHA
You look exhausted. 

CLAW
I need four boys to chase sheep and 
shovel shit. And the slaughtering. 

They hear cats having wild cat sex. Claw laughs. 

CLAW (CONT'D)
You want to see animal make babies. 

ALPHA
That black cat will hump anything 
that moves. 

CLAW
I saw him try to hump a sheep with 
a very surprised look on her face. 

ALPHA
You have boys in the field, watch 
the animals humping away every day. 
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CLAW
Soon they hop on top of us. 

They wander to a pen where Fingers delivers goat babies. 

ALPHA
How you do that?

CLAW
Fingers, tiny magic hands. When I 
need babies delivered, she's my 
right arm.

ALPHA
Fingers, you are still my right 
arm, stitch the wounds?

FINGERS
I can do both!

Pointers arrives. 

POINTER
You look totally destroyed. 

ALPHA
I can't do this. 

POINTER
Alpha. Look at the ship. 

ALPHA
Becky Wu?

POINTER
You know who she is? 

ALPHA
I think she built the ship.

POINTER
No. She built ALL the ships. This 
whole thing was her idea. Just a 
girl like you. 

INT. LARGE TENT - NIGHT

Alpha has finished with her stitching, and some kids come in 
and sit on the floor.

GIRL
You say we ask questions after you 
finish with stitches. 
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BOY
Who made us, the sky, the moon?

GIRL
How can our cuts heal?

ALPHA
Every day, you ask questions. Where 
does rain come from? What makes 
wheat grow? I learn from books on 
the ship. You need to read too. 

GIRL
But it's hard. 

ALPHA
Everything that's worth doing is 
hard. But reading is fun. I can't 
learn the doctoring, and do all the 
reading too. You kids need to help 
me.

GIRL
I'm sorry. 

ALPHA
I go to library on the ship, I see 
cities we built on Earth, castles, 
music, picture stories. We can make 
all that again. 

GIRL
We can? What's a city?

ALPHA
Great tall houses, pictures on the 
walls, kings and princesses…

GIRL
Alpha, tell us another story, and I 
try again with reading tomorrow. 

ALPHA
Promise? Tonight we do Romeo and 
Juliet. 

BOY
Is that a romance with kissing?

ALPHA
There's a lot of stabbing too. 
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EXT. LAKESIDE - DAY

Elbow cuts a few branches and builds a tiny place for him and 
Claw to sleep. Claw drapes wet clothes on branches and rocks.

CLAW
Tomorrow they dry, we go back. Now, 
time for bath. Me first!

Soon they curl up inside the branches, preparing to sleep.

CLAW (CONT'D)
Remember we talk about baby goats? 
Alpha says it’s true!

ELBOW
Baby out of your bottom? I promise, 
I do not climb on you like that.

CLAW
Good!

ELBOW
Good.

CLAW
Hold me tight, I’m all wet, it’s 
cold here!

ELBOW
Yes.

She wiggles. 

CLAW
Leave my bottom alone!

ELBOW
It’s not my fault, it’s doing that 
by itself!

CLAW
You with your big lies.

ELBOW
It’s true! It does that every 
night! We could trade places.

CLAW
No, this is fine.
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EXT. FIELD – DAY

The sun is going down.

KEEPER
Yes, work done for two days.

Yelling kids. Time to goof off. Some potatoes come out. 

KEEPER (CONT'D)
Use your hands to eat!

Splinter draws on a rock wall. It’s a girl. The anatomical 
rendering is very vivid. The hair is clearly Claw’s.

CLAW
Splinter, is that me on that wall?

SPLINTER
Yes.

CLAW
Is that my gagina?

SPLINTER
Vagina.

CLAW
Vagina. Remove my vagina from that 
wall. Now.

SPLINTER
Remove it?

CLAW
You want to lay next to Branch in 
the sick place?

Some quick furious sketching.

SPLINTER
I put a shirt on you.

CLAW
Now, paint my face so we can dance.

He draws stripes on her cheeks. They find hundreds of painted 
children making music that consists of yelling, banging 
objects and clapping in some sort of pattern. The song is all 
about them and their names keep popping up.

Claw takes Splinter by the hand and leads him to Alpha. 
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CLAW (CONT'D)
No need to break my head, I was 
only borrowing him. 

ELBOW
Hey, did you ever eat blue weed?

CLAW
Makes you dizzy. 

They gnaw on a bit; they sit against a tree and enjoy a buzz. 
Fingers and Mouse do the same under another tree. 

INT. LARGE TENT - NIGHT

Alpha and Splinter shiver. 

SPLINTER 
Here, are you cold? I warm you up.

He holds her. His lips touch hers.

SPLINTER (CONT'D)
Wait, I’m sorry.

ALPHA
Wait, do that again.

SPLINTER
Why? You say it’s not clean, we 
make each other sick.

She grabs his face and kisses him. And adds intense 
variations to her technique. She starts to cry.

SPLINTER (CONT'D)
What is that?

ALPHA
I don’t know!

SPLINTER
I’m sorry! Did the keepers tell you 
anything about that? Is it like the 
baby thing?

ALPHA
I don’t know.

SPLINTER
You’re crying. I’m sorry –

She kisses him again.

41.



ALPHA
It’s like I’m on fire. I feel it 
right through my insides.

SPLINTER
I gave you the cold. You can't die!

ALPHA
No, it's not a cold!

She tries the kissing thing on a very surprised girl.

GIRL
Is this one of your crazy doctor 
things?

ALPHA
That was interesting, but with the 
boy it was really, really 
different.

The other girl isn't so sure. She tries it on a boy. The boy 
kisses back. 

GIRL
Ay, you try to choke me?

BOY
Oh hold still.

GIRL
Ay, is that you poking me? You need 
to pee?

BOY
No. 

GIRL
Did I do that? Sorry. Does it hurt?

BOY
Mmm, no.

Alpha touches Splinter's face. 

ALPHA
It doesn't work with everybody. 

SPLINTER
It only works on boys?

ALPHA
It only works with you.
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INT. SHIP'S BRIDGE – NIGHT

Claw and Elbow approach Alpha who is studying on the 
computer. 

ELBOW
Boys told you about this new thing?

ALPHA
(reading her screen)

This is the day I was afraid of. 
There’s a new thing coming, it’s 
called pubberty.

ELBOW
Pubberty?

ALPHA
Pubberty. Your bodies make messes. 
But it’s different for boys.

ELBOW
For boys?

ALPHA
With boys, it feels really good. 
For girls –

CLAW
It feels as if I’m being crushed 
for four days, and I bleed. What is 
this shit? And when does it stop?

ALPHA
It doesn’t.

CLAW
This is forever? He gets the feel-
good thing, and I get the squeezing 
and the blood?

ALPHA
And you make the babies.

CLAW
What is this shit?

ALPHA
And all you kids get pubberty at 
the same time.
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ELBOW
Is this why I think about girls all 
the time? Every day? What were the 
keepers thinking??

ALPHA
This is why keepers tell us to wear 
clothes. If not, the boys wouldn’t 
be able to think of anything else.

CLAW
We get the bleeding AND the babies.

ALPHA
You were there when the cat had the 
kittens? Brand new kittens, right 
away they always want to fight 
somebody, just like you.

CLAW
I will have kittens?

ALPHA
Great, big kittens.

CLAW
Whole litters?

ALPHA
No, one at a time. I hope.

CLAW
I wondered why cats make so much 
noise when they're making kittens.

ALPHA
It's the mother. The male cats have 
spines on their penis. They scratch 
the female on the inside. 

CLAW
But humans, boys --

ALPHA
No, no! No spikes on their.... For 
humans, the book says it's a 
beautiful moment. 

EXT. BY THE LAKE – NIGHT

In the dark we hear the voices of Claw and Elbow. 
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CLAW O.S. 
It pinches. Ow ow ow ow.

Claw emerges from the bushes and Elbow follows. 

CLAW
You're telling me that that's it? 
Climb all the way up here, and a 
count of three, you're all done?

ELBOW
Sorry –

CLAW
That’s all there is? For this big 
beautiful moment? You do have 
spines. Like a stupid bug bite on 
my girly. 

She tugs at the hem of her shirt.

ELBOW
You are a woman now. 

CLAW
I'm a WHAT?

INT. LARGE TENT - DAY

Alpha finishes looking up Claw's dress. 

CLAW
It's a little blood. 

ALPHA
Claw. I need you to understand. 
Humans don't have babies the way 
sheep and goats do. 

CLAW
Why not?

ALPHA
They don't. The birth is incredibly 
painful. It can go all day. And you 
can die. 

CLAW
I don't believe you. 

ALPHA
I was afraid about this day. This 
is like Splinter and his numbers. 
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She holds her hand out flat, and raises it up. 

ALPHA (CONT'D)
We cannot keep going unless we make 
babies. 

She lowers her hand again. 

ALPHA (CONT'D)
But when the girls start making 
babies, some girls will die. You 
could die. 

CLAW
I won't die. You will save me.

ALPHA
I'm a child, like you. I needed you 
to know. We already lost children, 
even before the babies. If mothers 
and babies die, we could disappear. 

INT. SMALL TENT - NIGHT

Splinter rubs Alpha's feet. 

SPLINTER
I want to give you a shmap. 

ALPHA
A what?

SPLINTER
A shmap.

He kisses her. 

ALPHA
I like the shmap, but it's not a 
word. 

SPLINTER
It is now. 

ALPHA
Look it up in the library. 

SPLINTER
All those people who made our words 
are dead. 

ALPHA
We can't just make our own words!
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SPLINTER
Who are you going to complain to, 
Becky Wu? Her name is on everything 
in the ship. Who was Becky Wu, 
anyway? 

ALPHA
Maybe she was a great queen on 
earth. 

SPLINTER
Maybe she made all the embryos. We 
could all be her children. 

ALPHA
A girl is born with four hundred 
eggs, not a hundred thousand. 

SPLINTER
So why doesn't a girl have four 
hundred babies?

ALPHA
Wait until you have one baby, and 
you'll see why. 

SPLINTER
Here comes another shmap. 

And another shmap. 

EXT. FIELD - DAY

Branch, Claw, Alpha, Pointer, Mouse, Elbow and others look at 
the hills along the lake.

BRANCH
I want to go into the hills. 

CLAW
No, you can't -- 

BRANCH
No, not like that, I come back. 
I want to take a trip around the 
camp, and make a map. 

ALPHA
And break your arm again?

BRANCH
I take Claw, look at the animals, 
and Mouse, to collect plants. 
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ALPHA
But you get lost! 

BRANCH
There will be three of us. 

POINTER
We give them potatoes and blankets. 

BRANCH
And red and blue dye, for maps. 

Claw nervously approaches Elbow. 

ELBOW
You like Branch. 

CLAW
I want to see the hills.

ELBOW
Fine. 

CLAW
And then I want to come home. To 
you. 

ELBOW
Fine. 

She kisses him. He looks at her. 

ELBOW (CONT'D)
How's your -- where I -- 

CLAW
Shit. It's fine. It's just sore. 
Tonight we do it again. You must 
have done it wrong last time. 

Alpha sits by Pointer. 

ALPHA
All three of them in the mountains. 
Already shaking like a leaf. 

EXT. WOODS - DAY

Branch, Claw and Mouse have marched deep into the woods. Now 
Branch is drawing maps on both of Mouse's legs. 

BRANCH
Mouse, that's both legs. 
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MOUSE
This is the north bank of the lake, 
and this leg is the south?

BRANCH
Claw, you're turn. I'm using your 
legs to map the forest. 

CLAW
Shit, that tickles!

BRANCH
Can I use your bubbies to map the 
hills?

CLAW
You're not drawing on my bubbies!

BRANCH
I take the first watch. 

CLAW
Come here, Mouse, keep me warm, I'm 
freezing. Don't smear the pictures 
till they dry!

Claw and Mouse huddle together. 

MOUSE
Eat some crazy weed. 

They chew some and doze. 

EXT. WOODS - DAY

The trio approaches a plain. They see animal bones. Big ones. 
And hear the distant howls of very large creatures. 

MOUSE
Tell me why we come here!

CLAW
It is days since we take a bath, 
those animals can smell us.

BRANCH 
Who can smell us?

CLAW
Whatever left those bones. 

Claw runs out onto the plain. 
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MOUSE 
Claw, stop it!

CLAW
You collect plants, I collect 
bones. Oh, shit!

MOUSE
What!

She returns with a handful of very large, sharp teeth. 

BRANCH
Maybe the animals just eat plants. 

MOUSE
That tooth is made for eating 
something that doesn't want to be 
eaten. 

CLAW
Like me!

MOUSE
Animal eaters like big big cats. 

More roars. They wait. 

CLAW
Shit shit shit shit shit. 

BRANCH 
The roars come from all directions!

MOUSE
We're surrounded!

CLAW
Quick, down to the lake, take a 
bath!

MOUSE
Wash our shirts too!

Later, soggy, with soggy clothes, they climb a hill.

CLAW
I hate wet clothes!

BRANCH
Shush! I'm sorry I looked at your 
bubbies -
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CLAW
They're just bubbies, we all have 
them. 

BRANCH
Let's camp here two days and see 
what we learn. 

CLAW
Maybe we learn how to stop them 
from eating us. 

EXT. FIELD - NIGHT

Claw, Branch and Mouse return to camp. Alpha can't help 
hugging them. Claw hugs Elbow hard. 

BRANCH
We're in danger. 

CLAW
Big animals.

ALPHA
You saw them?

CLAW
No, we saw the bones of the animals 
they killed. They were huge. And we 
found these teeth. 

ALPHA
Shit!

CLAW
They smelled us. 

BRANCH
Some nights they howl, some nights 
no noise. The first three nights 
after the storm we hear nothing. 
The fourth night the howling, the 
fifth, the eighth and the ninth. 

SPLINTER
Four, five, eight, nine - this is 
bad. 

Splinter runs to the tree where he's been tracking the 
weather. 

(MORE)
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The four nights you hear the 
animals, were the four nights the 
wind was coming from the east, 
coming from here. 

BRANCH
What does that mean?

SPLINTER
Claw knows. 

CLAW
Those animals howl because they 
smell our camp. Our cows, sheep. 

ALPHA
They want to come here to eat them.

MOUSE
And eat us. 

BRANCH
We get on the ship and move?

ALPHA
We won't fit in the ship now! Nine 
hundred kids, the cows and horses?

SPLINTER
Mouse, can you get branches from 
the smelly trees?

MOUSE
The ones that stay green in winter?

SPLINTER
Go back where you heard the animals 
and wait. When the winds comes from 
the east, we burn those smelly 
trees, it smells awful. Maybe the 
animals can't smell our cows over 
the smoke. 

ALPHA
So that's Branch, he knows the way, 
and Claw again, she knows animals. 

Claw glances at Branch, and then at Elbow.

CLAW
Can someone else go?

SPLINTER (CONT'D)
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ELBOW
Claw. It's alright. Grab some big 
scary bones. 

He pulls her aside afterward. 

ELBOW (CONT'D)
So you're back.

CLAW
Of course I came back. You are not 
happy.

ELBOW
You go, you know animals. Just 
don't get eaten. 

CLAW
You are angry I went with Branch. 
But Mouse doesn't bother you. I 
don't understand boys at all. 

ELBOW
Yes, but girls are easy to 
understand.

EXT. WOODS - NIGHT

Branch and Claw huddle together on a hilltop. 

CLAW
Couldn't we find a hilltop with 
trees? East wind is freezing me.

BRANCH
Trees don't come this far up the 
hills. 

CLAW
You can smell those awful trees 
burning for miles. 

BRANCH
Listen. 

CLAW
No animals. 

BRANCH
No animals. It worked. 
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CLAW
For now. Until the animals figure 
out we outsmarted them. Then what 
do we do?

BRANCH
Build a fence?...You like Elbow. 

CLAW
That's backwards. He likes me. Even 
when I'm stupid, even when I get 
mad, he just smiles and waits. He's 
nice to me. 

BRANCH
You like Elbow. You are smarter 
than I thought. 

CLAW
You shoosh.

BRANCH
You need to tell Elbow you like 
him. If you don't, he will punch my 
face when we go back. 

CLAW
You're smarter than I thought. What 
if the monsters come?

BRANCH
We run like cats. 

Three bright lights appear in the sky. Alien vessels. 
Hovering and watching. 

CLAW
It's the aliens. They decide to 
kill us?

BRANCH
No, they just watch us. 

CLAW
Or watch the monsters, to see who 
wins, us or them. 

BRANCH
We know the aliens are afraid of 
us. What if they help the dragons, 
serve us to them like food?
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Another ship arrives. One ship emits a wail; it sounds as 
though it is emitted by an animal rather than a machine, and 
although its tones fall into no musical scale, it is 
captivating. Three more wavering tones join it; again, not in 
any normal sense of harmony, but beautiful nevertheless. 
Think, perhaps, of whales or birds with a lot to talk about. 

CLAW
Wonder what they're saying?

BRANCH
Are they talking about us?

CLAW
Not everything is about us. They 
could be deciding what's for 
dinner.

BRANCH
I think it's a love song. 

CLAW
Do you ever think of anything else?

BRANCH
Pointer says all songs are love 
songs. 

The lights move off. 

CLAW
No, we're not anybody's food today. 
They let us live. 

EXT. FIELD - DAY

Alpha sees Claw heading for the cow pens. 

ALPHA
You have grass marks on the back of 
your shirt. Shouldn't they be on 
the front?

CLAW
Shit!

ALPHA
How is Elbow and that thing?
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CLAW
Elbow is full of surprises. Before 
he jumps on me like a cat on a 
bird. He seems like he is not 
clever, and then surprise!

ALPHA
I think it takes practice. 

CLAW
Work, work, work. 

EXT. FIELD - NIGHT

A small man-made space probe lands with a thud and keepers 
extract data from it. 

INT. SHIP'S BRIDGE – DAY

Keeper and Pilot approach Alpha, Pointer and Splinter. 

KEEPER
A space probe followed us here, 
pictures from Earth. Everything has 
gotten worse. We have pictures.

ALPHA
Humans killed by sky people?

Pilot sits next to Keeper. 

PILOT
Suicide. Human suicide. No need to 
look for crop circles and pyramids 
and Stonehenge in the pictures. 
Governments collapse, corporations, 
ran out of food. A few thousand are 
left, and a virus is devouring them 
one by one. 

ALPHA
We could be the only humans left.

PILOT
The human race has faced extinction 
before. 

She starts to cry. Splinter takes her in his arms. 

POINTER
How can we persuade the aliens to 
keep us alive? 
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ALPHA
If we all die, the story of the 
human race is gone forever?

POINTER
Why would they care? What is worth 
saving?

ALPHA
Our history!

POINTER
The Trojan Horse, fight a war over 
a girl. Ancient Rome, war against 
the Germans.  The Moors fought a 
war against Europe. Hundred Years 
War, civil wars, revolutionary 
wars, Napoleonic wars, world wars, 
cold wars, wars of liberation. 

ALPHA
It can't be that bad. 

POINTER
The history of our grandparents for 
thousands of years was murder. Go 
to a country, kill the men, sex 
with the women, steal everything. I 
see why sky people want to kill us, 
we're criminals. 

ALPHA
We can give them our science? 

POINTER
Aliens fly in the sky, they know 
more science than our grandparents 
did.  

ALPHA
You mean we're stupid criminals. 

POINTER
Then our grandfathers invent art. 
Music and dancing so they can have 
sex, paintings of naked women, and 
they made a thing, the interweb, so 
they watch pictures of other people 
having sex. 

ALPHA
You mean we're stupid criminals who 
want to rut like goats. 
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POINTER
What do we have, that they would 
want to save?

ALPHA
If we don't kill ourselves, they 
will kill us. 

POINTER
Not if we show them we're better 
than the Earth people. How hard 
could that be?

INT. SHIP’S BRIDGE - DAY

The pilot tries to instruct a keeper. 

PILOT
I need you to learn to fly the 
ship, just in case.

KEEPER
You’re the pilot!

PILOT
Yes, and I’m a million years old. 
The other two pilots went insane. I 
use the recycler to replace all my 
parts but my soul is tired and I 
have the reflexes of a dead man. 

KEEPER
We’re wearing out as well.

PILOT
We began with a hundred keepers. We 
have ten left; two committed 
suicide. No one knew raising 
children would wear us out this 
quickly.

KEEPER
Why are the other species so afraid 
of these children?

PILOT
That girl Alpha, she's so clever, 
she thinks humans deserve to die. 
Centuries of war, murder and rape. 
But then great bursts of 
creativity. 

(MORE)
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Reign of Pericles, the Medici, 
Elizabeth the First, creating 
beautiful things, and then it’s 
back to the slaughter.

KEEPER
Is there any pattern to it?

PILOT
Can’t see why a civilization could 
give birth to Charlie Chaplin and 
Billie Holiday, and then kill each 
other and set their planet on fire.

KEEPER
And the sound waves, turned 
mathematics into sound patterns.

PILOT
Music, the most extraordinary of 
all. I listened to them over and 
over. I finally drew the line at 
the accordion, gangsta rap and the 
bagpipe....Are the children really 
that exhausting?

The keeper puts on an interesting piece of music. 

PILOT (CONT'D)
The same race that built 
Buchenwald, made...that. 

EXT. FIELD - NIGHT

Alpha and Talky watch a dog with her puppies. 

SPLINTER
The mother breaks the sack with the 
baby in it, nurse the baby, get 
food, sleep with it. 

ALPHA
When the moon goes round two times, 
the babies are on their own. Not so 
fast with humans...I think Claw 
will be a mother. 

SPLINTER
A mother. When I was young, when I 
was afraid, or upset, or hurt, or 
sick, I had this...hunger. 

PILOT (CONT'D)
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ALPHA
I think we all did. 

SPLINTER
I wanted my mother. 

ALPHA
That's why we got sad and lonely 
sometimes. 

SPLINTER
Imagine, a thousand kids, if we had 
a thousand mothers. 

ALPHA
And now we will be the mothers. I 
don't even know how - yes, pushing 
the baby out between my legs -

SPLINTER
But there's more. 

ALPHA
Yes, feeding them off the teat - 

SPLINTER
But there's more. 

ALPHA
The pee and the poop, and teach 
them to put on a shirt, to talk, to 
eat, to walk, to fix their cuts.

SPLINTER
To hold them when they need it. 

ALPHA
How will I have time for anything 
else?

SPLINTER
You won't. 

ALPHA
Who takes care of all the cuts and 
bruises? Who takes care of Branch 
when he falls out of another tree?

SPLINTER
I don't know. 

She points to the graves. 
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ALPHA
Look at the sticks. Every stick is 
a child who died. We lost almost a 
hundred, we are only 14 years old. 
We haven't even had babies yet.

SPLINTER
Can we make babies fast enough?

ALPHA
The babies will start killing the 
mothers. This is a race and we 
could lose it because of me. 

SPLINTER
Then just be a doctor. Just do 
that? What's the problem?

She puts her arms around him. 

ALPHA
You are the problem. You are so 
stupid. 

EXT. FIELD - NIGHT

The children sit in a large circle, laughing. It's a play. 
Talky sits in the center of the circle and plays with a ball, 
making absurd faces. 

Pointer and Claw enter the circle, wearing leafy branches on 
their arms, and leaves on their heads. 

POINTER
We are the sky people! We cross the 
sky, a million years, and we bring 
you your mothers from Earth!

Elbow and Branch emerge with potatoes inside their shirts. 

ELBOW
We come for our babies! We feed you 
milk, we teach you walk and talk, 
we stitch your cuts, we sing songs 
by your bed! I kiss your heads!

The children are, for a moment, agog. 

ELBOW (CONT'D)
And here come the monsters from the 
north shore!

Splinter and Mouse enter, faces painted horribly. They roar. 
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ELBOW (CONT'D)
You stay away from our babies!

SPLINTER
Oh no, we want to make babies of 
our own! We try the cat!

Alpha enters, with cat's whiskers on her face, and meows. 
Splinter grabs Alpha from behind. 

ALPHA
You ever make a baby before? I'm a 
cat, you're a thousand times my 
size! 

SPLINTER
We make babies anyway!

ALPHA
How we make babies! I'm a boy cat! 
I'm a boy!

Laughter. Splinter roars. Dog barks at him. Clap of thunder. 

SPLINTER
Show is over, no more monsters! 
Everybody go to bed!

The kids flee. Splinter leads Alpha by the hand to the 
opening of the large tent. 

SPLINTER (CONT'D)
You don't look like a boy cat to 
me. 

She kisses him. A boy approaches. 

BOY
You think the sky people can do 
that? Find our mothers?

Rain descends. 

ALPHA
You can sleep with us tonight. 

INT. SMALL TENT - NIGHT

Splinter is rinsing soap out of her hair. 

SPLINTER
I thought you only wanted to get 
paint off your face. 
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ALPHA
I need to wash dirt out of my hair. 

SPLINTER
Wait here! Surprise for Alpha!

He disappears. She dries her hair. He returns, wet, with a 
primitive wooden comb. 

SPLINTER (CONT'D)
Claw won't let me use bone so I use 
wood. Pointer says it is a comb. 

ALPHA
Is it a weapon?

SPLINTER
No, that's stupid! Sit down. 

She does and he begins to comb her hair. He hits a snag. 

ALPHA
Slow down! Stupid boy!

He gets the hang of it and begins fixing her hair. She closes 
her eyes. He runs the comb all the length of her hair. 

ALPHA (CONT'D)
Splinter, please never stop. 

SPLINTER
Your hair is beautiful. 

ALPHA
Mmm.

SPLINTER
When it isn't filled with blood and 
dirt and tangles. 

He ties her hair in a little cord, pushes her hair over to 
one side of her head, and kisses her neck. 

ALPHA
Splinter, you're killing me. Stop 
it!

But she can't help smiling. The boy they rescued from the 
rain creeps to the door. 

BOY
Um, goodnight!
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EXT. LAKESIDE - DAY

A bunch of girls have finished washing the laundry and 
themselves, and have damp shirts on. 

GIRL
Time for painting? How do you want 
me to paint you this week?

Soon the girls all have designs on their faces and arms. 

GIRL (CONT'D)
Back on earth a girl had a hundred 
dresses. This way we can paint a 
whole new girl every week. 

SECOND GIRL
I did flowers two weeks in a row. 
Do me up a bird this time!

One girl has red slash marks on her face and arms. 

GIRL
Let me guess. You bleed this week?

They laugh. 

EXT. FIELD – NIGHT

Two boys grab a third; crying girl clings to Pointer.

GIRL
He tried to give me crazy weed. 
Then he climbed on top of me. I’m 
bleeding.

TALKY
You go to the quiet shed and stay 
there. And you, put down the stick.

Some pushing and shoving.

ALPHA
Stop!...The Keepers taught me. For 
most of human history, a girl is 
making babies as soon as she 
bleeds, it never stops. All her 
life she needs people because she’s 
pregnant or nursing at the teat. If 
she doesn’t die from childbirth or 
sickness, she may see thirty 
summers. 

(MORE)
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That is hard enough, without boys 
attacking us in the bushes. 

POINTER
You girls, washing in the lake, go 
in pairs. I make a girl's tent, no 
boys. Any girls who doesn’t feel 
safe come there, you boys with big 
fists will be married to your fists 
....If a boy attacks a girl, he 
gets no sex from a girl, ever. If 
his little band protects him, none 
of them get any. 

BRANCH
You do this again, I walk you up 
into the hills. And you are out of 
the camp, forever. 

INT. LARGE TENT - NIGHT

Claw, pregnant, confers with Alpha and a keeper. 

ALPHA
Three girls pregnant.

CLAW
How long do I throw up?

KEEPER
Alpha, I need you to learn to 
deliver the baby.

ALPHA
That’s your job!

KEEPER
You know all of us keepers, we fall 
apart. Soon we will be all gone. 
I’ll probably be here to help with 
the first few babies, but then you 
do it alone.

ALPHA
I can’t --

KEEPER
You learn, then teach others. We 
need lots of babies, if you’re 
going to survive. Hard on the 
girls, hard on you delivering them.

ALPHA (CONT'D)
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ALPHA
Fingers, they have a few books on 
the ship, real books. I need Gray’s 
Anatomy, the Oxford, the Harrison, 
the Schwartz, the Goldman-Cecil.

EXT. FIELD - DAY

Keeper, Alpha, Pointer and others watch the ship preparing to 
lift off. 

SECOND KEEPER
There is a colony like ours, on the 
lake. Their ship crashed, keepers 
died, batteries ran out. They 
started late, the children are only 
ten years old, they have no keepers 
left. We need to help them.

ALPHA
You come back?

SECOND KEEPER
Of course.

The ship lifts off. It creaks, groans, lifts off over a hill. 
A massive crash is heard. All the keepers instantly head to 
the center of the field.

KEEPER
Emergency protocol. Pointer, Alpha, 
come quickly. Without that ship, 
our systems are going to die.

ALPHA
(stunned)

How long?

KEEPER
A few days.

ALPHA
You, come with me. Everything you 
know about babies, pregnancy. 
Splinter, give me all your paper, I 
don’t care how hard it is to make.

KEEPER
It’s been extraordinary, watching 
you learn. And grow. First thing 
you do –
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ALPHA
I know, teach Fingers.

KEEPER
Yes. And another after that. 
Branch?

BRANCH
Yes?

KEEPER
The next colony is a month’s march 
along the lake.

INT. LARGE TENT – NIGHT

Pointer, Alpha and Claw see Branch gather a band of boys. 
Nearby is a row of the last ten keepers, defunct. Alpha looks 
at them. 

ALPHA
We're really alone now. 

BRANCH
Just by luck we have 480 boys and 
420 girls. We tell 60 boys they 
have no girls. And then what?

POINTER
So you’re going to the next colony.

CLAW
Take your sticks. So far we stop 
everyone from killing each other. 
The others might be fighters.

POINTER
There are sixty of you. You don’t 
need sticks. That is looking for 
trouble.

ALPHA
If the other colony has a ship, 
bring it here. If not, bring their 
books. Anything for doctors.

BRANCH
Right.

ALPHA
I have no library now. You leave 
tomorrow, so I can give you a good 
cry.
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BRANCH
Or you can do it now.

ALPHA
Please come home. 

INT. LARGE TENT – NIGHT

Alpha finds Pilot folded up in a corner. 

PILOT
Alpha. Did I give you everything 
you need? For the babies?

ALPHA
It’s too late to worry about –

PILOT
Yes, quite right.

ALPHA
You may be the oldest living thing 
in the galaxy.

PILOT
I’m not alive.

ALPHA
Of course you’re alive. You’re my 
friend.

PILOT
You’re a sweet girl.

ALPHA
I feel like we should bury you. 

PILOT
No, put me in a big chair, make me 
a god. Frighten the babies. 

ALPHA
What babies?

PILOT
Soon you will have a thousand 
babies who will be just like you 
were. Why do you think all the 
keepers died? You wore us out. 
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EXT. LAKESIDE - DAY

Montage. Splinter and Mouse want to ride on the water. 

They try riding a log in the water, which rolls over and 
dumps them off.

They try building a raft which disintegrates. 

They dig out a canoe, which leaks and capsizes. 

SPLINTER
Shh! Listen. It comes from the 
lake. 

They hear children shouting. They wait nervously. 

Running children find boats arriving; one contains Branch. 
Alpha, Claw and Splinter arrive. 

SPLINTER (CONT'D)
Who are they? Are they friendly?

ALPHA
Careful!

Behind Branch as he steps onto land are three bearded 
teenagers, one named PLOW. Alpha throws her arms around 
Branch. Following is a girl named WEED.

BRANCH
We found two colonies. The young 
children, and then these boys. We 
bring books, tools.

Claw walks up to Plow.

CLAW
Is your face hurting?

PLOW
It’s a beard.

CLAW
When we get older – do the girls 
get beards too? You feed boy too 
much food, he gets big like this?

She looks at his middle.

CLAW (CONT'D)
Did everything get bigger? Claw 
approves. Can we keep him?
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PLOW
I had a talk with your friend. 
There are three colonies on this 
side of the lake, and only three 
people who can take care of the 
sick, you have two of the three. 

BRANCH
The beardy guys want to make a 
trade.

ALPHA
A trade?

BRANCH
You two, Alpha and Fingers? You go 
help the other two colonies.

ALPHA
Both of us?

PLOW
And in return you get Weed.

ALPHA
Weed?

WEED
They say you have a lot of pregnant 
girls. 

BRANCH
Alpha has not delivered a baby. 
Weed delivered thirty five. I've 
never seen so much sex in my life. 

POINTER
You are big. A grown man. Like a 
father. You come here to take over, 
be the boss?

PLOW
I came to help. 

ALPHA
He’s right. We need Weed. We have 
pregnant girls all over the camp. 
And we should help the other camps. 

SPLINTER
You ask us to trust you with Alpha 
and Fingers both.

70.



PLOW
And I trust you with Weed, the baby 
maker. I heard what you did, 
burning trees to scare away the 
dragons. We try that when we get 
back, that was brilliant. And we 
have a few tricks we can show you. 

ALPHA
Why do they call you Weed?

WEED
You have weed with the blue tips? 

ALPHA
Makes you all dizzy?

WEED
You give it to the girl when she’s 
giving birth, softens the pains.

ALPHA
That is brilliant!

WEED
Took me ten babies before I found 
that out. The mother I lost, had 
twins, two babies at once.

ALPHA
She had two babies in there? The 
book said that could happen…

WEED
Thirty five births, that’s the only 
mother who died.

ALPHA
You care for these girls? Splinter, 
you give her everything she asks 
for! I am so happy you came!

WEED
You make tools? I show you a few of 
mine.

PLOW
You're alright doing this?

WEED
You really want to argue again?
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PLOW
I want to argue, and then make up 
with you. 

He kisses her. 

ALPHA
What was the name of your ship. 

PLOW
The Becky Wu. They all were. 

ALPHA
So who was Becky Wu?

PLOW
The libraries don't say. 

Fingers takes Mouse's hand. 

FINGERS
Mouse, they want me to get in a 
boat and help the other colony. 

Silence. 

FINGERS (CONT'D)
This is the part where you speak. 
...You're hopeless. Mouse. Look at 
me, not the dirt. You come with me. 

MOUSE
I come too?

FINGERS
Mouse, I want to be with you every 
day, the beginning, the middle, the 
end. I treat you with, what's the -

POINTER
Respect. 

FINGERS
Respect, and you treat me with 
respect. Tonight we make babies. 

MOUSE
I don't understand - 

FINGERS
Mouse, I want to make, what's the - 
we need more grownup words!
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POINTER
It's a wedding. A marriage. 

FINGERS
We do this how?

POINTER
We all get drunk on moonshine and 
crazy weed, then we sing and dance. 

SPLINTER
And then he mounts you. 

MOUSE
In front of everyone, like a goat?

POINTER
Some humans do it that way - 

FINGERS
Branch, you come with me. 

BRANCH
Me? Are you marrying me too?

FINGERS
No! Bring your paint and a blanket. 

Branch, Mouse and Fingers walk into the woods. 

FINGERS (CONT'D)
Branch, paint flowers on me. Make 
me beautiful. Then you go lose 
yourself, Mouse will do the rest. 

BRANCH
You are sure?

FINGERS
Mouse! Over here! This is the part 
where you say "yes". 

MOUSE
Yes. Yes!

She waits and finally kisses him. 

Shortly thereafter, the rest of the kids drink and dance. And 
stare at the woods where Fingers and Mouse disappeared. 
Finally they emerge to great applause. The paint job on 
Fingers is wrecked. 
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BRANCH
I try hard to paint those flowers, 
you smear them all over the place. 

FINGERS
Just need a soft place to sit. 

WEED
In our colony we never had a 
wedding like that. That was a good 
one. 

Weed walks over to where Elbow and Claw sit, under a tree, 
admiring Claw's belly.

WEED (CONT'D)
Look at that giant shirt!

ELBOW
It's mine, hers is too small now. 

CLAW
I must say, Elbow is trying. I 
think it is not fair that I carry 
the baby, but he is very patient. 

WEED
Patient?

CLAW
First I am vomiting. Then my 
bubbies go crazy. Then I can't stop 
peeing. Then I just want to sleep. 

ELBOW
And she gets angry, then happy, 
then angry, she likes the food, she 
hates the food. You are sure this 
is normal?

WEED
You are alive, some girls can die. 
And your baby is alive and --

CLAW
Kicking! It kicks me! 

WEED
Yes, this is good!

CLAW
This baby is like you with the big 
elbows. I'm afraid. 
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WEED
I know. 

EXT. WOODS - NIGHT

Alpha and Splinter curl up in blankets. 

SPLINTER
Alpha, you always have all the 
answers. This is the first time for 
me. To watch someone go away. Not 
to know when she is coming back. 

ALPHA
It means you will miss me. I will 
miss you. 

SPLINTER
It's burning in my chest, my gut. 

ALPHA
You will not die of it. Trust me. 

SPLINTER
You come back. 

She holds him. 

ALPHA
Splinter. Universe has a trillion 
galaxies. Our galaxy has 250 
billion stars. Out of a trillion 
trillion planets, I could be on 
some block of ice with poison gas. 
But I am here with you....Oh, look, 
the moon is up. 

SPLINTER
You are here today. 

ALPHA
I am here with the boy who rubs my 
hands when they are tired. And 
Pointer and Claw and Fingers. And 
our tent, our lake, the birds, the 
big fat moon. And I will come back. 

EXT. FIELD - DAY

The colony has gathered to say goodbye to Alpha, Mouse and 
Fingers. Lots of hugs. 
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POINTER
Alpha, don't stay forever. I start 
to wear out, like that old pilot. 

ALPHA
Are you sick?

POINTER
Just tired. 

ALPHA
You're my right arm. 

POINTER
I thought you were my right arm. 
You help these people, come home. 

EXT. CANOES ON THE LAKE - DAY

A few canoes slowly make their way up the bank of the lake. 
Fingers, Alpha and Plow are in the last boat which is 
struggling. 

PLOW
Both of you learn to row, trust me. 
No matter what happens to us, do 
not drop your paddle. 

Fingers and Alpha paddle, clumsily. The boat waddles about a 
bit, before they get the hang of it. 

ALPHA
Any news of the other colonies?

PLOW
Of all the ships, 95 colonies are 
still surviving. 

ALPHA
What about this planet? 

PLOW
One colony died. The other nine are 
going. Seven are around this lake. 

ALPHA
Can the ships fly?

PLOW
Most of the ships and keepers are 
dead. 

(MORE)
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The lake has currents, but if you 
build latrines near the edge, the 
pee goes in your drinking water. 

ALPHA
What if you tried to build a boat, 
instead of hollowing out a tree?

PLOW
We tried. They sank. 

ALPHA
What if dragons learn to swim? The 
monsters?

PLOW
Don't even joke, not while we're 
out here on the water. 

They look nervously at the water. The wind begins to blow, 
hard. 

PLOW (CONT'D)
The air smells like blood. That 
means a storm. It's coming fast! 
Row toward -- there, the nearest 
shore!

ALPHA
To the bank?

PLOW
Yes, hurry!

They struggle to get their boat to shore, as terrifying waves 
suddenly begin to cross their path. They reach a muddy bank, 
but the waves shove the boat around, and they struggle to get 
it safely into the grass. 

In the distance they see another boat capsize. Three people 
are dumped into the water. Kids stare from shore. 

ALPHA
They will die! Let's help them!

They run up the bank and find the three swimmers sprawled on 
the mud, exhausted. 

SWIMMER
Got room for three in your boat?

ALPHA
They do that how?

PLOW (CONT'D)
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PLOW
Swimming. You know how?

ALPHA
No!

PLOW
You want to sail boats, you learn 
to swim. We teach you. 

EXT. BAYOU – DAY

Plow’s boat lands. This is his colony. Alpha, Mouse and 
Fingers see grown men in boats. They smile.

A young woman approaches.

WOMAN
Bring these poor girls a drink. 
Which one’s the doctor?

FINGERS
We are, both of us. Alpha stays, I 
go to the third colony. 

Alpha kisses Fingers and Mouse, and gets out of her boat. 

EXT. HILLTOP - DAY

Fingers and Mouse have arrived in a cool hilltop settlement. 

INT. SMALL TENT - DAY

Fingers and Mouse find a tent full of cuts, bruises and 
sprains. And younger children, around ten years. 

FINGERS
You have anyone here who can do 
anything?

SMALL GIRL
We're all ten years old, the 
keepers died! I can stitch cuts -

FINGERS
Show me. You're so good, tiny hands 
like me! 

SMALL GIRL
They say you have a weed -
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FINGERS
Yes, you have this blue weed?

SMALL GIRL
All over the place -

FINGERS
You, boy, take kids and find blue 
weed, all you can. Make them chew 
this when you stitch them, and wash 
the cuts with soap and alcohol -

SMALL GIRL
Wash them with what?

FINGERS
Shit. Mouse? Which is easier to 
teach them, soap or alcohol?

MOUSE
Leave it to me. 

FINGERS
Stitch cuts, I do bones and 
sprains. You make needles and 
thread? 

SMALL GIRL
Yes. 

FINGERS
We need lots and lots. Are any of 
the girls bleeding yet? Bleeding 
between their legs?

SMALL GIRL
Two of them. Are they going to die?

FINGERS
No! A lesson for tomorrow. You know 
where babies come from?

SMALL GIRL
From the ship!

FINGERS
No, they don't. I just realized, I 
am the oldest person in this whole 
place. 
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INT. TENT - DAY

Back in Plow's colony. Alpha, exhausted, straightens out her 
tray of tools after treating her last customer. Branch 
arrives and Alpha hugs him. 

BRANCH
Alpha, you need to come home.

ALPHA
They need me here!

BRANCH
Weed comes back in a few weeks, but 
you need to come now. 

ALPHA
What's the rush?

BRANCH
A lot of girls are pregnant now, 
Weed can't keep up. 

ALPHA
Any births?

BRANCH
No, but Claw looks like she's 
ready. 

ALPHA
And Weed can't handle --

BRANCH
It's Pointer. She has a fever. I 
never saw one this bad. She holds 
us all together after you left, and 
now --

ALPHA
I need to tell Plow. 

Plow arrives. 

PLOW
It's alright. I will take you back. 

EXT. LAKE - DAY

Two boats follow the lake bank toward Alpha's colony. One 
contains Plow and Alpha. 

80.



PLOW
Look through that pass. 

ALPHA
That line of black clouds coming?

PLOW
Two kinds of storms on the lake. 
Fast scary storm, lots of thunder, 
but it's over in an hour. And then 
that kind. It stays for days. 

ALPHA
What do we do?

PLOW
If we wait, it could be weeks 
before we get back, we run out of 
food. 

ALPHA
But if we make a run for it -

PLOW
Remember we said you need to learn 
to swim?

ALPHA
Someday, I promise - we're almost 
out of food. We make a run for it. 

The two boats head out into the water. 

ALPHA (CONT'D)
I see lights and smoke, we're 
almost home!

PLOW
Not quite. 

The sky darkens and fist-sized raindrops begin to fall. 

ALPHA
Do we try to go to the colony, or 
go for the shore here?

PLOW
Go for shore!

Massive rain. They row mightily. The other boat makes it, but 
Alpha's boat capsizes amid the waves. 
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EXT. LAKESIDE - DAY

The other boat arrives at Alpha's colony and the drenched 
sailors collapse on the sand. Rain. 

SAILOR
Quick, we get the word out. 

Splinter runs to the bank. 

SPLINTER
Where's Alpha?

SAILOR
They were behind us, I think they 
went down, big wave. Get all your 
boats, we need to find them - 

SPLINTER
We don't have boats -

SAILOR
Where's your lumber?

The new arrival follows them to their lumberyard and picks 
out a few big wide planks of wood. 

SAILOR (CONT'D)
You swim back down the bank on 
these, see if you can spot them. 
I'll lead the way in the boat. 

A convoy of one canoe and four wide planks moves down the 
lake. Some big waves knock the swimmers off their planks and 
they struggle to regain hold of them. 

They find the other canoe capsized, Alpha clinging to one 
end. 

ALPHA
I can't see the boy, he went under! 

SAILOR
Here, get in the canoe! Can you 
help row?

EXT. LAKESIDE - NIGHT

The boat carrying Alpha lands, and Branch runs up. 

BRANCH
One of the boys fell off his --
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He points to an unconscious boy. Claw runs up. 

ALPHA
He fell in the water? Is he 
breathing? Lay him on hard ground. 

She checks his pulse. 

ALPHA (CONT'D)
Claw, his leg is leaking blood. 
Press on his leg there, just hold 
it. Branch, I need you to press his 
heart. 

BRANCH
You do it!

ALPHA
I'm a girl, I have arms like stalks 
of wheat. Put both your hands right 
there and push. Again. Again. 

Branch does primitive CPR.

BRANCH
What am I doing?

ALPHA
Now stop, I blow into him. 

She does mouth to mouth. She waits. 

ALPHA (CONT'D)
Now push again.

Branch pushes; the boy leaps to life, spitting water. 

ALPHA (CONT'D)
There's the pulse. Take him to the 
tent, I fix his leg. 

Branch and Claw stare at her in awe. 

ALPHA (CONT'D)
Go!

INT. COW PEN - NIGHT

Back home with her colony, Alpha rushes in to find Pointer 
laying in straw, soaked with sweat. Branch follows. Alpha 
cries out and throws her arms around Pointer. 
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BRANCH
We put her in here, to keep her 
away from --

ALPHA
I know, so no one catches it. Shit, 
she's on fire. You keep water going 
through her?

BRANCH
For days. 

POINTER
Alpha, I need you to stay home now. 
They're running out of control. And 
we have babies coming. 

INT. COW PEN - DAY

Branch approaches Alpha who sleeps, still drenched, in a pen 
near Pointer's.

BRANCH
We lost her. Pointer. Last night. I 
checked the thing in her neck. 

Alpha begins to cry. Weed arrives. 

ALPHA
Pointer. And I lost Plow. On the 
lake in the storm. 

EXT. FIELD - DAY

Four boys carry Pointer to a grave. Children bring flowers. 

ALPHA
Pointer has gone up into the hills. 
She looks like she's sleeping. I 
will not forget. 

KIDS
I will not forget. 

ALPHA
Someday I will see you there. 

KIDS
Someday I will see you there. 

ALPHA
Boys. 
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The diggers set to work. 

ALPHA (CONT'D)
This is the worst part. Just when I 
need you most. You rest now. 

She looks at Weed. 

ALPHA (CONT'D)
We lost Plow. We don't have his 
body, but we want to remember. It 
must be sad for his friends, he 
died far from home. So we remember 
for you. 

Weed plants a plank in the ground, with two wavy lines on it. 

WEED
Plow, our sailor. I will not 
forget. 

KIDS
I will not forget. 

ALPHA
Someday I will see you there. 

KIDS
Someday I will see you there. 

A boy approaches Alpha. 

BOY
Pointer and Plow, they're not up in 
the hills. Where do they really go? 
What do the earth books say?

ALPHA
The books are mostly wrong, I 
think. But wherever they went, 
someday we will all be there. 

BOY
We see them again?

ALPHA
I hope so. But don't be in a rush 
to go there, you're so young.

EXT. LAKESIDE - DAY

Girls have finished washing and are ready to paint. 
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GIRL
Claw will have her baby. 

SECOND GIRL
She looks like a cow. 

GIRL
Listen. We all paint claws this 
week. Cat faces, claw stripes on 
our arms. 

INT. LARGE TENT – NIGHT

Claw is ready to burst, on the ground. Alpha and Weed kneel 
alongside. Everyone who can squeeze in is watching. Dozens of 
girls are painted with claw stripes. 

CLAW
I'm surrounded by cats. That's very 
sweet. 

GIRL
For good luck. 

ALPHA
All you boys watch this!...I read 
the book for days. I think I know 
to turn a breech, move a cord, stop 
bleeding, pull out the afterbirth, 
but there are pages and pages of 
things I can’t fix, preeclampsia, I 
don’t know what that is.

WEED
Just hope you never see it. 

Alpha looks at Claw. Claw looks at Elbow. 

CLAW
You told me. One chance in a 
thousand I die. Baby can die. If 
you cut me open, we could both die. 
You save one of us. For him.

WEED
We need two things. Splinter is 
making soap, with wood ash, water 
and the sheep fat. Then we need 
moonshine, to clean the tools.... 
You need to eat, and when you start 
the pains, you drink water.
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The screams are terrifying. None of them have ever heard 
anything like it. And they keep coming.

CLAW
This pain, like I’m being crushed, 
and then it stops.

ALPHA
That’s normal.

CLAW
That’s normal?? I like the part 
where it stops.

Alpha reaches inside Claw. 

WEED
You want me to --

ALPHA
I've got it. Cord good, head good. 

A contraction. 

GIRL
She’s peeing and pooping 
everywhere.

ALPHA
That’s normal.

A row of shocked boys, crying.

CLAW
Next time Elbow can do this part! 
Why is it me?

GIRL
Something’s coming out. It looks 
like a bloody cat.

ALPHA
The book says to tilt the head and 
clean out its --

Cries. 

GIRL
It’s crying, is that bad?

ALPHA
That’s good.
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FINGERS
It wants to eat – you’ve seen the 
cows and sheep do this, right?

Claw and the baby figure out nursing. 

CLAW
The boys get the thing with their 
peeps and it feels fantastic, and 
we get to yell and scream and pee 
and poop and the baby comes out?

ALPHA
Yes.

CLAW
Soon as I’m on my feet, he’s dead.

ALPHA
Send him to get you food for the 
next month.

CLAW
There is that....Pubberty!

ALPHA
You boys! Get food, blankets, 
water! And you girls, remember, 
this was an easy one. 

CLAW
I don't know how to be a mother. 

ALPHA
Neither does anybody else. Figure 
it out. Then teach us. 

CLAW
Remember the androids? The pilot 
lasted a million years flying a 
ship. The keepers lasted only ten 
years raising children.  

ALPHA
If the pigs can do it, so can you. 
We will all help.

CLAW
So, boy or girl?

ALPHA
Girl! This is first time in 
fourteen years that the size of our 
colony goes up, not down. 

(MORE)
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(whispers to herself)
I can do this. We will survive. 

The girl who did the face painting paints two stripes on each 
side of Alpha's face. In blood. 

GIRL
You are the doctor now. You made a 
baby. 

EXT. FIELD – NIGHT

Harvest. Massive piles of grain and hay in the enclosure. 
Children singing and dancing. Claw holds her baby. 

SPLINTER
Where do we sleep? Winter is 
coming!

BRANCH
We build a new enclosure! But 
tomorrow. Tonight is for crazy 
weed! We are ready?

The kids form a ring, in the center are Splinter and Alpha 
holding hands. Alpha's arms are painted with flowers. 

CLAW
Alpha, Splinter, today you promise 
to take care of each other, to 
listen, respect each other, make 
your babies. Now you promise, and 
then off to the woods with you. 

ALPHA
I promise, Splinter. 

SPLINTER
I promise. 

Kisses. 

CLAW
Touch the baby's head for good 
luck.

They do. 

CLAW (CONT'D)
Here's your blanket, you asked for 
some crazy weed, go make a baby. 

ALPHA (CONT'D)
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Alpha and Splinter run into the trees, laughing. Claw crosses 
to Elbow. 

CLAW (CONT'D)
Get yourself some soap and a 
bucket. You're smelly. 

ELBOW
Why do you want me to -- oh -- 

CLAW
After they finish in the woods, put 
another baby in me. 

ELBOW
Another? Once you pushed out this 
one, you got up and punched me. 

CLAW
I changed my mind. If we have a 
girl, maybe we name her Becky? Like 
Becky Wu, our ship?

ELBOW
How do you know it's a girl's name?

CLAW
It is now. Your cheek is getting 
scratchy. 

A few snowflakes begin to fall. 

CLAW (CONT'D)
I need to make some shoes. We can't 
run around barefoot in the cold. 

(to Weed)
You know babies. I work with 
animals, I see cow shit, horse 
shit, pig shit, chicken shit. I 
know shit. This baby has shit in 
every color, every single color! 
Baby shits a rainbow!

WEED
Most of the colors are okay. If the 
shit is white, there may be liver 
problems. If the shit is blue, I 
don't know, it means you had sex 
with the space aliens. 

Branch crosses to Weed. 

WEED (CONT'D)
Where did everyone go?
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BRANCH
A lot of people disappear into the 
woods. When Claw had her baby, the 
girls were so terrified that they 
stopped sleeping with the boys. I 
think the ice begins to thaw. 

WEED
More babies for Alpha to bring out. 

BRANCH
Nice of you to come to the dancing, 
right after we lost Plow --

WEED
Poor boy. We had no body to bury. 

BRANCH
You go home?

WEED
Yes. 

BRANCH
I have an idea. I spent months 
mapping the hills here. I want to 
take a boat and map the whole lake. 
You know how to paddle a boat?

WEED
Another storm can come. What do we 
do?

BRANCH
We pull up on the bank, ride it 
out. When we get around the lake to 
your colony, you hop out. 

WEED
The whole lake. Alpha says you do 
crazy things, you need someone 
sensible to keep you in line.

BRANCH
She's a smart girl. Can you stand a 
few weeks in a boat with me?

WEED
Yes. 

BRANCH
I am sorry, very sorry. Plow only 
came here to bring Alpha home. 
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She hugs him. 

EXT. ON THE LAKE - DAY

Branch and Weed huddle in the canoe, just letting it drift. 
She is cold and he has his arms around her. 

WEED
Next time we do this in summer. 

BRANCH
We're on the north shore, far away 
from the camps. Cold wind here. 

WEED
Shh!

They hear a large animal. And listen again. 

BRANCH
Do we have the wind behind us?

WEED
Yes. It can smell us. 

On a small beach, they can see the devastation caused by a 
large predator. A bloody carcass on the sand. Trees uprooted. 
Great tracks and ruts torn into the sand. 

WEED (CONT'D)
We're drifting right to it!

BRANCH
Get the paddles!

WEED
Quiet!

They row away. Large eyes peer from the bush. They hear a 
growling noise like an idling Ferrari. A gigantic tail whips 
around and cripples a tree. 

BRANCH
There is good news. 

WEED
What good news?

BRANCH
He can't fly, or we are dead. 

WEED
Alright. 
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BRANCH
He can't swim, or we are dead. 

WEED
Yes. 

BRANCH
And he is on the north side of the 
lake. 

WEED
If we move our animal pens away 
from the lake, he can't smell us. 

BRANCH
The bad news. 

WEED
They may be on both sides of the 
lake. You found those teeth. 

BRANCH
I hope they're very old. 

WEED
And it's huge -- if he gets to us, 
he can eat us in one go. 

BRANCH
I think he eats you first.

WEED
Me? Why me?

BRANCH
You look like you taste very good. 

WEED
You shush. 

BRANCH
If your arms are tired, we can take 
an extra day, camp on the shore. 

WEED
The south shore. 

BRANCH
Yes, we give the dragon the north 
shore. 
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WEED
Once we reach my camp, our trip is 
finished, I need to tell my camp 
Plow is dead. Very sad. So we go 
slow. 

BRANCH
One more day?

WEED
As long as you stop snoring.

BRANCH
I don't snore. 

WEED
That grassy bit near the dead tree, 
I can swim and you build a fire. 

They slide the boat onshore and he assembles a fire quickly. 

WEED (CONT'D)
Bring those blankets. 

BRANCH
Watch your step. Is Alpha going to 
be okay? Is she ready?

WEED
Take care of the sick people? Some 
day she will try to save a child, 
and she will fail. Baby dies. 
Either she sets her shoulders and 
goes to the next sick child, or 
else she falls apart and runs away. 
Don't let her run. You need her. 

BRANCH
She already had that day, three or 
four times. She counts the dead. 
She cries a lot. 

WEED
And then on to the next broken arm?

BRANCH
Yes, it's always me, an arm, a leg.  

She smiles. 

BRANCH (CONT'D)
Look, boat coming. 

A rickety canoe, carrying two men, slowly approaches. 
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WEED
Is it safe?

BRANCH
Two men. Safe....I think this is 
what I want to do. 

WEED
What?

BRANCH
Ride boat like this, be king of the 
lake. 

WEED
The king. 

BRANCH
Take people from camp to camp, meet 
new people, boys look to marry 
girls, camps want to trade food. 

WEED
I help you build a boat, I did it 
for Plow. 

They help the two strangers pull their boat onshore. 

STRANGER
You are Branch? From Alpha's camp. 

BRANCH
Yes. She is from Plow's camp. 

STRANGER
Trade food? We have grapes. 

BRANCH
Not poisonous?

The stranger eats one. 

STRANGER
See?

BRANCH
We have potatoes. Cook on fire. 

They swap. 

BRANCH (CONT'D)
You know to stay away from the 
north shore?
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STRANGER
You saw the dragons. 

BRANCH
We heard them, we saw their teeth. 

STRANGER
Our camp goes to the north shore 
this summer. 

BRANCH
You die. 

STRANGER
We find the dragon, kill him, eat 
him. 

BRANCH
Dragon eats you. 

STRANGER
You are Branch, you go everywhere. 
You come with us to find dragons. 

BRANCH
I hurt myself many times. And I 
have people now. 

Branch and Weed look warily at their guests, and then curl up 
for sleep. 

WEED
You have a chance to break your 
neck again, chasing the dragon, and 
you say no. 

BRANCH
Before, I go fight the monsters. 
Now, I break my neck, you need to 
tell Alpha I went to the hills. She 
already lost Pointer, Helen. 

WEED
We lost Plow. 

BRANCH
Many sad people. 

She kisses him. 

WEED
You are smarter than I thought. 
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BRANCH
I will be king of the lake, that's 
enough danger. Put people and 
potatoes in my boat. 

WEED
Our boat. I am older than you. I 
will always be older than you. 

He takes her hand. 

BRANCH
I promise to take care of you. 
Listen to you. Respect you. And the 
babies. 

WEED
You come to my camp?

BRANCH
Where you go, I go. We live in your 
camp?

WEED
We live wherever our boat goes. If 
we do not go to north shore, I want 
to draw it on a map. 

BRANCH
Even with the dragons.

WEED
I think they don't swim or fly. You 
still want to come with me?

EXT. LAKE MOUTH - DAY

Branch and Weed, in their boat, discover that the lake feeds 
into an ocean. It's spectacular. Waves crash on the shore. 

Two massive snake-like fish leap out of the ocean water. 
Again and again. They are fleeing from an enormous tentacled 
creature, which captures one fish and rips it in half. 

WEED
We need a bigger boat. 

BRANCH
I was worried about the dragons, 
this is…

WEED
He's way over there. 
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The other big fish sees them and swims straight toward them. 

BRANCH
Paddle! Faster! 

Just as they reach the beach, the fish bumps their boat. 
Branch falls on top of Weed. They hop out and drag their boat 
into the sand.  Branch watches amazed as the fish swims back 
and forth, daring him to try the water again. Weed takes 
their packs away from the shoreline. 

BRANCH (CONT'D)
You think the fish can follow us up 
into the lake? Or onto land?

WEED
Branch. Branch! Come here.

BRANCH
Look at that thing. 

WEED
Branch. I am going to lay down in 
the tall grass and eat crazy weed. 

BRANCH
Lay down in the - right. Yes. 

She kisses him. 

BRANCH (CONT'D)
What would it take to build a big, 
big, big boat? To sail out there 
with the big waves?

WEED
Taming you is like taming a wild 
horse. 

EXT. FIELD – DAY

A new spaceship arrives, alien-made, hovering. The children 
run and hide. But Alpha, pregnant, approaches with Splinter.

ALPHA
Did they come to kill us? Did we 
fail the test?

They wait. A door opens, a sack flies out.

SPLINTER
This is a bag of shit.
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ALPHA
We pass the test and they reward us 
with…shit?

SPLINTER
Smell it. It’s fertilizer. Very, 
very good fertilizer.

A box flies out, lands at Claw’s feet.

CLAW
Needles, thread and knives. For 
delivering babies. They saw me when 
I was pregnant. 

ALPHA
Aliens aren’t like Jehovah in that 
Bible book. They actually come 
visit.

SPLINTER
They understand our language, why 
won’t they talk to us?

ALPHA
They tell us that we're going to 
survive. For today. 

Claw pulls Alpha aside. 

CLAW
Fingers is coming for your baby?

ALPHA
Weed is coming with Branch, to 
visit. 

CLAW
You are mother soon. We make a 
trade.

ALPHA
Trade babies??

CLAW
No! If you die when your baby 
comes, I take your baby. Goat's 
milk, sheep's milk. Baby lives. 

ALPHA
And the trade?

99.



CLAW
If I die, you take my baby. Elbow 
will need help, he's a boy. Trade?

ALPHA
Trade. 

A toddler bursts through the trees. Her name is MOON. She 
points at the light. 

MOON
Moon!

Moon goes to the bag of fertilizer. 

CLAW
No no no no. Is there anything you 
won't put in your mouth?

ALPHA
All those days you begged her to 
start walking. 

CLAW
Yes, I'm stupid. I never act like 
this when I was a baby!

ALPHA
Why you think all those keepers 
fell down and died? I think 
cleaning the poop will kill me. 

CLAW
You find out very soon!

ALPHA
If my baby is a girl, can I name 
her Pointer? Can I do that?

CLAW
You are always the girl with the 
answers. 

ALPHA
We should remember Pointer. 

CLAW
Yes. I think Pointer kept us from 
killing each other. She made the 
sky people go away. 

ALPHA
She will be Pointer then. 
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CLAW
Pointer can be a name for a boy 
too. 

MOON
Moon! Moon!

In the distance, they hear the dragons roaring. A lot of 
them. 

MOON (CONT'D)
Dogs! Big dogs!

EXT. FIELD - DAY

The kids are waking up. Alpha and Claw watch their toddlers 
squabbling. 

ALPHA
Somehow I feel old, like the old 
pilot. 

CLAW
Not hard to see why. You're mother 
of the whole colony. We lost the 
pilot and the keepers. Branch and 
Weed are out on the lake, Fingers 
and Mouse are downstream with the 
young kids.

ALPHA
And I miss Pointer. And Helen. 

CLAW
We're two mamas with our babies and 
our tomcats. 

A ship appears in the sky. It lands in the field where the 
old ship sat. 

CLAW (CONT'D)
You want Splinter?

ALPHA
No, I've got it. 

A man of twenty two disembarks, name of DANCER, carrying a 
machine with solar panels attached. A handful of others 
follow. They hold sticks, but they see Alpha looking 
skeptically at them, and put the sticks down. 

DANCER
Hello?
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ALPHA
It's alright. My name is Alpha. 

DANCER
My name is Dancer. How old is your 
batch?

ALPHA
Sixteen years. 

DANCER
We hatched six years ahead of you. 
We come from the other side of the 
planet. You know about the dragons?

ALPHA
We hear them but don't see them. We 
know they can smell us. 

DANCER
And you came out alright?

ALPHA
We lost a hundred ten, and all our 
droids. But we can grow food, we're 
alright. There's another colony on 
the lake, they're younger. 

DANCER
I was there. Fingers, that doctor, 
says hello. She's boss of the whole 
place. 

SECOND VISITOR
We were lucky. We figured out how 
to pull our computers out of the 
ship, slap solar panels on them. 

DANCER
We made eight of them for the 
colonies. 

He sets the box on the ground. 

SECOND VISITOR
Keep the panels pointed at the sun, 
and keep the kids away from it. 

DANCER
You've got all the libraries -

ALPHA
The medical library?
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DANCER
Sure -

She hugs him. 

DANCER (CONT'D)
Careful, I'm married. 

ALPHA
So am I. Get this man some stew and 
beer!

DANCER
You make beer?

ALPHA
And moonshine. My husband had our 
first hangover. Stay and rest if 
you like. We give you some sacks of 
food for the trip home. 

DANCER
What do we watch tonight? Avatar? 
ET? Lord Of The Rings?

SECOND VISITOR
I want Titanic.

DANCER
What, again?

CLAW
Having trouble waking up the kids. 
Even with the spaceship. 

DANCER
Touch the music bar. Play 492. 
That's how my wife got pregnant. 

The box begins to boom out some irresistibly danceable song 
like Blondie's Rapture or Grand Funk's Locomotion. Like 
magic, bunches of kids charge into the field and dance, 
monkey-like, extremely badly but with great enthusiasm. 

ALPHA
That's a good baby-making song. 

CLAW
It's like nobody's even listening 
to the song. 

DANCER
I wouldn't be so sure. Look. 
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Overhead, two alien vessels watch the scene. Alpha waves. 

ALPHA
Sorry, we're bad neighbors, we can 
turn the music down!

But the music and the dancing roll on.

FADE OUT.

THE END. 
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