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FADE IN:

EXT. OUTSIDE THE WHITE HOUSE - DAY

A very pretty girl of 17 with brown hair and blue-grey eyes, 
ALICE Roosevelt, sits on the roof of a building, smoking, 
wearing slacks. Below her, her father, THEODORE, has his 
hands on his hips. It’s the year 1901.

THEODORE
Dammit, come down here!

ALICE
I heard you yelling in the office. 
No daughter of mine will ever smoke 
cigarettes UNDER my roof. You know 
you have to invite him back.

THEODORE
I can’t invite Booker T. Washington 
back to the house! The first time, 
every man in the south went insane.

ALICE
You’re counting noses for the 
nomination. How many Republicans 
are there in the whole south, three 
or four? Besides, it’s the right 
thing to do.

THEODORE
Get down here, we’ll talk about it! 
And you need to stop getting your 
name in the papers. I need a drink. 

As our vantage point pulls back a bit, we see that she’s 
sitting on the roof of the White House.

INT. UPPER-CLASS HOUSE - DAY

Alice’s deformed legs are in braces, each of them made of two 
iron bars, strapped around her leg with leather, with hinges 
at the ankles. She is walking painfully as her stepmother 
EDITH watches.

ALICE
Oh bollocks!

Her braces lock up and she falls.



ALICE (CONT'D)
It’s been three years, I’ll never 
walk normally.

EDITH
It’s the polio germ, doesn’t care 
whether you’re rich or poor. You 
need to stretch those muscles every 
day. 

ALICE
It hurts like blazes. I want to run 
with the kids. Dance with a boy.

EDITH
Alright, enough.

Alice removes a brace as her brother TED arrives.

TED
Pegleg Pete off to find pirate 
treasure again.

Alice hits him on the butt with her brace. 

EDITH
Alice!

INT. BALLROOM - NIGHT

Alice is sitting lazily on the arm of a chair, in which an 
older woman, MRS. MCKINLEY, is sitting. A cameraman with one 
of the new Brownie cameras takes a picture. Edith approaches. 

ALICE
My papa was inaugurated vice 
president!

EDITH
Well, along the way, we inaugurated 
a new president too.

ALICE
Who cares about Old Bill.

EDITH
Alice! Now that the cameraman has 
your picture for the paper, again, 
kindly move your bottom off that 
chair.
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ALICE
Oh she don’t mind. I think I saw 
you at the inaugural –

MRS. MCKINLEY
Yes, they invited me because I was 
married to Old Bill.

EDITH
That’s the first lady.

ALICE
Jeepers! I promise not to do that 
at the next inauguration.

EXT. CAPITOL STEPS – DAY

Theodore is being inaugurated, 1904. Alice is right nearby in 
a stunning white dress, and a massive white hat with gorgeous 
feathers. She is waving to the crowd.

THEODORE
Will you stop that!

ALICE
But everyone wants to see me!

THEODORE
But it’s my inauguration!

ALICE
Mine too!

A cameraman ignores the president and shoots Alice. Teddy 
notices. 

INT. WHITE HOUSE - DAY

Edith admonishes Alice. Theodore fumes. 

EDITH
Alice! You’re encouraging those 
reporters to follow your every 
move…

ALICE
No, they do that on their own!

EDITH
A young lady is never to be 
mentioned in the papers until she 
debuts and gets married.

3.



ALICE
Tell that to the reporters.

THEODORE
You love publicity too much.

ALICE
Papa, look in the mirror. 
Seriously.

THEODORE
But you’re upstaging me!

ALICE
And I can provide a distraction 
when you do something stupid. Do 
you want me to do that thing for 
the emperor?

THEODORE
Yes, just behave yourself. And 
steer clear of the politics.

ALICE
I have no interest in politics.

THEODORE
In a pig’s eye. I need you to show 
me you can act like an adult. My 
central nervous system can only 
take so much. I have to take care 
of five other children and, you 
see, the whole country. 

EXT. SHIPYARD – DAY

Alice is christening a ship before a large crowd. Cameramen 
fire away. 

ALICE
In the name of the German Emperor I 
christen this ship the Meteor.

She bashes the hull with champagne; on the second try the 
bottle breaks and she laughs and yells. Two diplomats fume.

RUSSIAN DIPLOMAT
Miss Roosevelt, I was just posted 
here from Paris and now you’re 
going to have me fired! Does 
President Roosevelt not want good 
relations with Russia at all?
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FRENCH DIPLOMAT
And what about France?

ALICE
Hey, I'm just a girl with a bottle 
of champagne. You have a French 
ship in port, I can go look at that 
one too. Round up a reporter.

GERMAN DIPLOMAT
Fraulein, we are going to name a 
German ship after you!

ALICE
Boys, it’s not a contest. At the 
Saint Louis fair they named a camel 
after me. 

GERMAN DIPLOMAT
There’s such a thing as being too 
famous.

ALICE
Balderdash.

INT. SHOP – DAY

A shopkeeper is pitching to young women.

SHOPKEEPER
You gals like your music? Got your 
choice, the Alice Roosevelt March 
or the Alice Roosevelt Waltz.

GIRL
Get the march, you can dance to it.
Really?

SHOPKEEPER
It’s Alice, of course you can dance 
to it. We also have the dresses in 
Alice Blue.

He points to dresses which are blue mixed with a touch of 
gray, like Alice’s eyes.

SHOPKEEPER (CONT'D)
Those chocolate bars have the Alice 
cards in them, and we have Alice 
postcards too.
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GIRL
Do you have the Miss Roosevelt 
wrap?

SHOPKEEPER
No, you can only order them from 
Paris. Get here in the summer.

INT. WHITE HOUSE – DAY

Edith, frustrated, talks to Theodore.

EDITH
You pay more attention to her 
cousin Eleanor than your own 
daughter. You never talk about her 
mother. She knows you’re trying to 
give her away, like a lame horse. 
When she was born and her mother 
died, you ran off for two years 
just to get away from her.

THEODORE
I’m not the right parent for her, I 
don’t understand her. Just having a 
conversation with her is like 
riding a bucking bronc! Boy is she 
smart, too. 

EDITH
At least she gets on with her 
brother Ted.

THEODORE
Her aunt could take better care of 
her than I can; Alice doesn’t know 
me, she’s better off without me. 
Where does she get all that energy?

EDITH
It's hereditary. 

EXT. OUTSIDE THE WHITE HOUSE – DAY

Alice chats with her cousin ELEANOR, who is blond with full 
lips but rather prominent teeth. They watch siblings play. 

ALICE
Well I am eight whole months older 
than you. You are pretty you know.
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ELEANOR
Don’t be silly.

ALICE
Eleanor. The big pile of hair, the 
blue eyes, can your Nana fix your 
teeth?

ELEANOR
She didn’t want to.

ALICE
Papa says you’re more like his 
daughter than I am. Edith doesn’t 
want me spending so much time with 
you. I'm a bad influence.

ELEANOR
You’re a good friend, on your good 
days. And then those other days…

ALICE
I think Kermit has a girlfriend 
over there. If the boys push you 
around, come find me, I’ve been 
pounding their heads since they 
were babies.

A servant approaches.

SERVANT
Miss Alice. Item One, the banquet 
for the governor begins in three 
hours. Item Two, the snake’s cage 
is empty. Again. Your father said 
that if the snake makes his debut 
at the banquet –

ALICE
Jeepers! Eleanor, help me find my 
snake!

ELEANOR
Find your what?

INT. WHITE HOUSE - DAY

Theodore looks into the library in despair at the shrieking 
cages filled with a rooster, a macaw, a guinea pig, lizards 
and rabbits.
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Out in the hall, three children race their bikes in an 
upstairs hallway while three others “sled” down the stairs on 
tea trays. Alice is the ringleader.

ALICE
Look at me, Papa!

THEODORE
That tray is pure silver!

ALICE
Yes, it dents awful easy.

EXT. WASHINGTON STREET - DAY

Alice races five boys down a dirt road, on bicycles. She 
pulls ahead and then puts her feet on her handlebars.

BOY
Look, the gypsy camp!

ALICE
They’re gone.

BOY
Come on, try it out!

Alice pulls out a little pistol. They look at her with 
horror. She fires it. 

INT. WHITE HOUSE - DAY

Teddy, Alice and a BODYGUARD. 

THEODORE
And now the Secret Service is going 
to give you a painful lecture about 
guns in the White House. 

BODYGUARD
We had three presidents shot to 
death in 36 years, let's not make 
it four, Miss.

She hands over her gun. 

EXT. STABLE – DAY

Alice at a stable. A trainer brings her a horse with a lady’s 
saddle.
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ALICE
Yep, you brought me the wrong one 
again.

She crosses to a horse with a normal saddle and vaults into 
the seat, flashing rather a lot of leg.

TRAINER
I can’t let you out on the street 
with your knees hanging out, your 
father will –

But she has galloped off. A cameraman shoots her. 

ALICE
Look at me!

EXT. WASHINGTON STREET - DAY

Alice races a car down Pennsylvania Avenue. A terrified young 
man rides along. Pedestrians jump out of the way and horses 
whinny in terror. She winks at men on the sidewalk.

ALICE
So where’s the party tonight?

YOUNG MAN
Same as before. Last night was a 
hoot.

ALICE
Every girl in the place wore blue, 
it was a sketch. Wonder why.

YOUNG MAN
It’s because of you, Alice. Ever 
notice? You wear yellow Monday, the 
whole town is yellow Tuesday.

ALICE
Jeepers. Maybe I go plaid tomorrow, 
blind everybody. Oh damn!

A policeman is waving at her to stop.

ALICE (CONT'D)
I haven’t even paid the last 
ticket. I need to slow down. …Naah!
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INT. GAMBLING HOUSE - DAY

A bookie greets Alice who is wearing long gloves. She gives 
him a flirty kiss.

BOOKIE
Miss Roosevelt, the police are 
leaning on me. I can’t let you bet 
on the horses here.

ALICE
But I won, you owe me on that big 
fat filly!

BOOKIE
And you still owe me for the last 
three weeks.

She slides a small liquor flask out of her glove and gives it 
to him. Young FRANKLIN Roosevelt arrives. 

ALICE
Oh, hello Franklin, give us a kiss. 
We’re not first cousins, you know.

And he does kiss her. He likes her. 

ALICE (CONT'D)
So tell me, where’s the poker 
tonight? Got a wad of cash to 
spread around…

BOOKIE
Okay, you didn’t hear it from me, 
but…

A cameraman is setting up outside. 

EXT. WASHINGTON STREET - DAY

Alice tosses two bags into the backseat of a red car.

SERVANT
You’re traveling by yourself, no 
maid?

ALICE
Sure! I’m only going to Boston.

SERVANT
Boston? As in Massachusetts??
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INT. WHITE HOUSE - NIGHT

Roosevelt, Edith, Alice.

EDITH
Alice! I catch you drinking and 
smoking and sneaking out. …I take 
her money, I give her the stare, 
she laughs at me.

THEODORE
There’s a school for girls, in the 
city.

ALICE
You want to send me away?

THEODORE
I’m on a speaking tour, I won’t be 
here –

ALICE
If you send me off I will humiliate 
you. I will do something that will 
shame you. I tell you I will.

THEODORE
Baby –

ALICE
You can give up that plan right now 
and try something else. You think 
I’m trouble now, just wait til I 
turn 21! Hah!

Her little brother QUENTIN pops into the doorway.

QUENTIN
Sissy, can you sign this? I can 
sell your signature for a nickel!

He sees Papa.

QUENTIN (CONT'D)
Oh dang.

EXT. WHITE HOUSE GATE - DAY

Alice is outside the White House, in pants. A young man 
appears, brandishing a gun.
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INSANE YOUNG MAN
Alice. My love, I finally found 
you!

ALICE
I beg your pardon –

INSANE YOUNG MAN
I can save you from them. We can 
escape together!

ALICE
What in the –

INSANE YOUNG MAN
Please, if you will do me the honor 
of being my wife –

Some house staff arrive and stare at him for a moment. They 
grab his gun hand and wrestle him to the ground.

Roosevelt arrives but a policeman shoves him aside.

POLICEMAN
Stand back, you damn fool, there 
may be more! Miss, you wear those 
pants outside again, I’ll be 
arresting you.

THEODORE
Go easy on him! Obviously the poor 
man is insane!

He realizes how that sounded.

ALICE
Insane. Because he wants to marry 
me? Set me free? I’m tempted to 
take him up on it.

INT. WHITE HOUSE - DAY

Edith has a go at Alice. An aide waits by the door. 

ALICE
He ignores me, even at dinner. Even 
when he spends time with me, he 
yells. 

EDITH
Theodore was the boy who grew up 
with glasses, always afraid. 

(MORE)
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Your mother died two days after you 
were born, his mother died the same 
day, he was in shock. He never 
allowed your mother’s name to be 
spoken. He ran off to that ranch. 
He wanted to die out there. When he 
sees you he sees her. He loves you 
too much. 

ALICE
He's afraid of me?

EDITH
He's afraid of getting punched in 
the gut again. He's also afraid he 
doesn't know how to raise you. 
That's why he keeps shipping you 
off to one relative after another.

ALICE
I feel like a Christmas present no 
one wants, passing from hand to 
hand every year. 

EDITH
He's also afraid you're better than 
he is. He's always the smartest and 
strongest, until you walk in the 
room and catch him out. 

ALICE
I don’t want to top him. I want him 
to look my way once in a while.

EDITH
He’s the President. How often do 
you think I get to see him?...Ah, 
Mister Friedrich. He’s going to be 
your new secretary.

ALICE
What?

EDITH
The last straw was that picture at 
the horse show. You were surrounded 
by four European princes. By the 
next morning you were engaged to 
three of them.

ALICE
I can’t stop them from writing this 
nonsense. 

EDITH (CONT'D)

(MORE)
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I go to a dance and pick a new 
partner for every song, I’m a 
flirt. If I dance with the same boy 
twice, I’m engaged. I can’t win.

EDITH
Right after that, the postman 
complained. You’re getting as much 
mail as the president, some days. 
I’ve hired Mister Friedrich to read 
through your mail.

ALICE
Oh my bleeding Jesus! Mister, you 
and me, we need to have a talk, in 
private.

INT. WHITE HOUSE - DAY

Teddy, Alice, and other family members are on stilts, hopping 
around the White House. A congressman enters.

ALICE
Watch me, Papa!

CONGRESSMAN
What the –

THEODORE
I inherited a mental illness.

CONGRESSMAN
From whom?

ALICE
From me!

INT. WHITE HOUSE - NIGHT

Alice is in her father’s massive library. Ted enters.

TED
What a shock, nose in a book. 
Reading the Darwin rubbish again!

ALICE
Wrong again, ape. Hamlet’s about to 
commit suicide. Être, ou ne pas 
être, c’est là la question. 

ALICE (CONT'D)

(MORE)
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Y a-t-il plus de noblesse d’âme à 
subir la fronde et les flèches de 
la fortune outrageante, ou bien à 
s’armer contre une mer de douleurs 
et à l’arrêter par une révolte?

TED
Does Hamlet really commit suicide?

ALICE
Not in the French version, only in 
the German. Sein oder nicht sein, 
das ist hier die Frage. Did you do 
your poetry homework?

TED
Try me.

She recites from memory.

ALICE
My name is Ozymandias, king of 
kings;
Look on my works, ye Mighty, and 
despair!'
Nothing beside remains. Round the 
decay
Of that colossal wreck, boundless 
and bare
The lone and level sands stretch 
far away.

TED
Horace Smith.

ALICE
Nice try. Percy Shelley. And for 
desert, tonight I curl up with 
Antigone.

TED
What the heck is that?

THEODORE
The Greeks. The princess revolts 
against the king and is put to 
death. 

She gives him an icy look. 

THEODORE (CONT'D)
I’m joking.

ALICE (CONT'D)
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INT. PRESIDENTIAL OFFICE - DAY

Alice, in pants, wears a snake around her neck. Roosevelt is 
entertaining a Senator.

NOTE: Presidents were NOT using the Oval Office at this 
point. 

THEODORE
Lee, I’m in a meeting! You’ve got 
to stop wearing those pants, and 
aaaahhh –

ALICE
You frightened him.

THEODORE
I frightened him.

ALICE
This is my snake. Her name is Emily 
Spinach.

THEODORE
Good blazes.

ALICE
You’re a reformer. Those land 
agents stole all that land from the 
Creek, the Indians. I know you hate 
the Indians, but can we at least 
rank them ahead of the criminals?

THEODORE
Fine. Just put that thing 
somewhere!

INT. PRESIDENTIAL OFFICE - DAY

Alice enters, chewing gum. Roosevelt with a Congressman.

THEODORE
I’ve got two committee chairs here! 
No civilized lady chews gum. Or 
tobacco. It isn’t 1804.

ALICE
You want the reporters on your 
side?

THEODORE
I talk to them every day, isn’t 
that enough?
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ALICE
Invite them into your home. Give 
them a room here in the White 
House.

INT. PRESIDENTIAL OFFICE - DAY

Roosevelt with Speaker CANNON. Alice barging in.

CANNON
This fellow wants to regulate 
everything from the birth of Christ 
to the death of the devil.

ALICE
Last week you wanted to change the 
rules for football. You want the 
Printing Office to change how we 
spell words.

THEODORE
This is the third time today. Next 
time I’m throwing you out the 
window.

ALICE
And, Mister Speaker, that spittoon 
you're spitting your chaw into? 
That's my mother's umbrella stand.

She leaves.

THEODORE
I can either run the country or I 
can attend to Alice, but I cannot 
possibly do both.

She reenters with a Pekinese.

ALICE
Look, she’s here, Manchu!

THEODORE
What –

ALICE
A gift from the Empress Dowager of 
China, we’ve just got to keep her!

THEODORE
Is she housebroken yet?
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ALICE
Housebroken, what’s that?

INT. WHITE HOUSE – DAY

Edith, sickly, talks to Alice. 

EDITH
Alice, I’m having a rather sickly 
day with the new baby, can you be 
hostess again?

ALICE
The state dinner?

EDITH
Father asked me to talk to the 
members of the –

ALICE
I know, I know. Charm the diplomats 
but don’t give away the game on the 
tariffs, and then round up the 
Republicans in the House who are 
getting wobbly.

INT. WHITE HOUSE – DAY

Diplomatic reception. Alice charms a diplomat...

ALICE
Ach, der Schnurrbart, ist 
wunderschon! Senator, meet the 
prince of Prussia!

...and plays matchmaker to her cousins. 

ALICE (CONT'D)
Eleanor, there’s Franklin. Go dance 
with him.

EXT. PUERTO RICO SHIPYARD – DAY

Alice disembarks from a steamship.

ALICE
Me gusto mucho Puerto Rico!
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EXT. CUBA SHIPYARD – DAY

Alice disembarks from a steamship.

ALICE
Viva Cuba!

She plows into a crowd, in rather plain clothes; she plucks a 
baby from a mother’s arms, and looks carefully at the child.

ALICE (CONT'D)
La fiebre, si?

MOTHER
Si, fiebre.

DIPLOMAT
This is a surprise. You actually 
care about people.

ALICE
Don’t let it get around, that’s my 
cousin Eleanor’s line of business.

DIPLOMAT
Where is your fancy dress, the hat?

ALICE
I’m here to win people over for 
papa. So now I’m a girl of the 
people.

DIPLOMAT
Your grandfather founded Chemical 
Bank.

ALICE
And always look them in the eye and 
listen. Papa has trouble with that 
one, he never shuts up.

Throughout the story, Alice is an excellent listener.

INT. SUBMARINE - DAY

Alice descends into a submarine.

ALICE
Hey, sailor, you weren’t looking up 
my skirt, were you?

SAILOR
Course not, miss.

19.



ALICE
So when do we, um, go down? 
Submerge?

SAILOR
Oh, we’d never do that with you 
onboard.

ALICE
Why not? Does this thing even work?

OFFICER
You heard the lady. Prepare to pull 
the plug.

ALICE
And then we come back up again.

SAILOR
Most of the time, yes.

The ship makes horrible gurgling noises and begins to move. 

ALICE
That noise is good, right?

SAILOR
One way to find out!

INT. LARGE PUBLIC HALL - NIGHT

Theodore gives a speech.

THEODORE
And I pledge that after serving 
this country since 19 and 1, I will 
not run for a third term.

Edith look up, shocked, and then at each other, and then at 
Theodore.

INT. PRESIDENTIAL OFFICE – DAY

Theodore sits at his desk; Alice sits by him, reading a 
folded newspaper.

ALICE
So what did you do yesterday?

THEODORE
State of the Union.
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ALICE
And what did you do that was wrong?

THEODORE
I promised not to run again.

ALICE
Which was stupid because…

THEODORE
Now I’m a lame duck…

ALICE
…and…

THEODORE
I can’t get the reform bill 
through.

She swats him with the newspaper.

INT. PRESIDENTIAL OFFICE - DAY

Alice interrupting again.

THEODORE
I’m in a meeting!

ALICE
Father, go after the monopolies but 
leave the corporations alone. Let 
them keep their gold standard, they 
all get so upset when the issue 
comes up. Let them keep their 
tariffs and low taxes.

INT. PRESIDENTIAL OFFICE - DAY

And again.

THEODORE
I’m busy!

ALICE
No, don’t send the troops to break 
up the coal strike.

THEODORE
Then what do I do?
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ALICE
Force them into arbitration, like 
the Speaker said. If you can get 
them a little more money and 
shorter hours, perhaps they won’t 
insist on that union.

INT. PRESIDENTIAL OFFICE - DAY

And again.

THEODORE
You know the Speaker of the House, 
you’ve interrupted him many times.

ALICE
Railroad rates. The old 
conservatives are terrified of you. 
If you regulate the railroads, give 
them the right to sue in court.

She glares at the Speaker.

ALICE (CONT'D)
And quick reminder, this is the 
spittoon, this is the umbrella 
stand.

THEODORE
Maybe if I hold my meetings in the 
basement she won't find us.

CANNON
You’re living the ultimate 
nightmare. Your daughter is smarter 
than you are.

THEODORE
I know.

An aide enters. 

AIDE
The Senators have arrived. 

Teddy and Cannon leave. Alice sits at the presidential desk. 
She looks at the presidential papers. Laughs. 

ALICE
This right here. I was born for 
this job. 
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INT. WHITE HOUSE – DAY

Alice confers with Eleanor.

ALICE
Did Franklin finally tell his 
mother about you? Horrid woman, 
wants him all for herself.

ELEANOR
I thought you had an eye on 
Franklin.

ALICE
He’s a lightweight. Feather Duster 
Roosevelt. Grab him, this is your 
time! And then I’ll explain the 
birds and the bees to you.

ELEANOR
The what?

EXT. WHITE HOUSE GARDEN - DAY

Alice looks out a window and sees Theodore and another man 
hitting each other with sticks. 

INT. BEDROOM - DAY

Alice enters to find Teddy essentially naked and wet.

ALICE
Oh good Lord!

THEODORE
Here, just give me a towel or a –

ALICE
Here!

THEODORE
I went for a swim.

ALICE
Naked? Where?

THEODORE
In the Potomac.

ALICE
They were right, you’re insane! 
It’s February.
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THEODORE
Well, I can’t do my judo now, 
because of my –

ALICE
What happened to your shoulder?

THEODORE
I was fighting single-stick with 
Leonard Wood.

ALICE
He’s an army man, that wasn’t very 
clever.

THEODORE
So now I’m off judo for a week. I 
was just about to go third degree 
on my brown belt.

ALICE
Why on earth did you call for me 
when you’re naked?

THEODORE
I need you to help me something.

ALICE
Something else?

THEODORE
You know I’ve been boxing for 
years. I took a shot to the head. 
Clean hit. But I can’t see out of 
my left eye.

ALICE
Papa, why didn’t you –

THEODORE
You can’t tell anyone. Not even 
Mama.

ALICE
So you trust me, then.

THEODORE
More than anyone.

ALICE
I need to sit after that one.

THEODORE
And there’s something else.
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ALICE
Alright.

THEODORE
I’m sending a delegation to Asia. 
We need to make America the queen 
of the Pacific someday, and we need 
to start planting flags.

ALICE
Without frightening anybody while 
we do it.

THEODORE
We’re talking to the Russians and 
the Japanese about ending that war 
over there, a lot of hurt feelings, 
tension. I need somebody who can 
break the ice, charm the diplomats, 
charm the press, distract 
everybody.

ALICE
So the fine line between flirting 
with an ambassador, and causing an 
international incident?

THEODORE
Yes, it’s all about being careful 
and treading a fine line, so 
naturally I thought of you.

She laughs.

THEODORE (CONT'D)
I need someone with some sense who 
can read all those people and tell 
me what’s going on. Taft is going 
but he’s – he means well.

ALICE
And if I do something nutty, 
everyone expects that anyway? 
...It's okay, Papa.

EXT. BEHIND A BEAUTIFUL ASIAN ESTATE - DAY

A large garden with a pool at one end. Officials, diplomats, 
Alice, and a balding thirty-ish man, NICHOLAS LONGWORTH.

ALICE
And that’s how you draw to an 
inside straight in Washington!
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Laughter.

ALICE (CONT'D)
Please, when you get back to 
Peiping, thank the Empress for that 
wonderful banquet and for the 
little dog. Alright, the reporters 
are having a gay old time.

NICHOLAS
You’ll pay for it when your father 
reads all the headlines.

ALICE
But look over there.

Near the pool, two clumps of irritated diplomats.

NICHOLAS
The Russians and the Japanese.

ALICE
Looks like they want to fight the 
war all over again.

NICHOLAS
God, it’s hot.

ALICE
What’s your name?

NICHOLAS
Nicky. Nick Longworth.

ALICE
Ah yes, I heard about you. Want to 
make some headlines?

NICHOLAS
What?

She takes his coat and wallet, and takes off her hat. She 
leads him toward the pool, shoves him in, and jumps in after.

NICHOLAS (CONT'D)
Are you insane?

ALICE
Shut up and hold my arm.

NICHOLAS
What?

26.



ALICE
Are they laughing?

NICHOLAS
Of course they are.

INT. ASIAN ESTATE - DAY

Alice is in a robe, her hair a catastrophe. A Russian 
diplomat is holding her arm.

ALICE
Here, take my arm, the floor is 
slippery. So, Manchuria, Korea, 
Port Arthur, Sakhalin?

RUSSIAN
You’re asking us for rather a lot.

ALICE
You’ve got soldiers revolting back 
in Moscow and the Japanese know it. 
A year from now you could lose 
everything out here.

She finds Nicky.

ALICE (CONT'D)
So, Nicky, was it? You forgive me?

NICHOLAS
Got me out of that blasted suit. 
Didn’t want to faint in a foreign 
country.

ALICE
Give me a kiss then.

NICHOLAS
Why?

ALICE
Why not?

They do.

NICHOLAS
I'm 15 years older than you. 

ALICE
Come, Papa, I'll get you a drink. 
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INT. WHITE HOUSE - DAY

Alice mulls things over with Eleanor. 

ELEANOR
So you want Nick then. Come on, the 
drawbacks.

ALICE
I’ve got so many proposals, I don’t 
need him, I’m not in love with him. 
He’s older, he drinks, he gambles. 
He’s not an intellectual at all. 

ELEANOR
Then there’s his horrible mother. 

ALICE
He gets agitated on the campaign 
trail, I’m more popular than he is 
even in Ohio, drives him mad.

ELEANOR
And you’re skipping something. He’s 
been chasing women since he was a 
teenager.

ALICE
Aren’t they all like that? If 
you’re worried that I’m charging 
into this like a dewy-eyed yokel, 
you can stop. I know exactly what 
I’m getting.

ELEANOR
So is there anything you do like 
about him?

ALICE
I love him, I do. Well, I like him. 
He’s funny, great storyteller, 
plays a wicked piano. And it’s 
freedom for me, he’s got money, I 
can get away from my parents.

ELEANOR
And you’re skipping something.

ALICE
Someday I’m going back to the White 
House. He’s a politician, I think I 
can make him president.
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ELEANOR
And he’s not a Democrat like me. 

ALICE
The enemy.

EXT. WHITE HOUSE GARDEN - DAY

Alice, 22, marries Nicky, Teddy and Edith in the front row. 
She's in a blue dress. It's 1906. 

Franklin comes over to fix her veil. She smiles and kisses 
him.

ALICE
Thanks, Feather. I would have 
married you if I thought you were 
going to amount to anything. 

He smiles. 

NICHOLAS
Only you would get married in blue.

ALICE
I’m a grown woman of 22. You do 
realize I’m not the Blessed Mary, 
right?

NICHOLAS
I do now.

ALICE
I am as discreet as they come. It’s 
a wise policy, don’t you think?

SERVANT
Missus, time to cut the cake.

ALICE
Lieutenant, can I have the sword –

LIEUTENANT
What –

She takes a sword from a young officer, whirls the blade in a 
circle with a yell, and slices a piece of cake perfectly. She 
looks up and everyone has backed up thirty feet. She laughs.

EDITH
I am glad to see you leave. Nothing 
but trouble. But Papa owes you this 
– you got him that Nobel Prize.
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ALICE
Wasn’t sure anybody noticed.

EDITH
So you’re meeting the Kaiser and 
the King both? Sounds like a 
working honeymoon.

ALICE
The nights belong to me.

THEODORE
Remember, go to Budapest and Vienna 
both, or don’t go to either. But if 
you do one and not the other, we 
have an incident on our hands.

ALICE
Does it really matter where I 
conceive your granddaughter?

THEODORE
Don’t be vulgar.

EXT. TRAIN STATION – DAY

HELEN Taft stuck at a train station in Europe. The porter, 
looking at a packed train, refuses to budge. 

HELEN
I am Mrs. William Howard Taft.

Porter doesn't move. 

HELEN (CONT'D)
My husband is Secretary of War of 
the United States.

Nothing. 
My husband is now travelling with 
Miss Alice Roosevelt.

Porter leaps to life. 

PORTER
Ahh….Miss Alais!

Loads the bags for her.
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EXT. STREET OUTSIDE AN ASIAN PALACE – DAY

In this scene, and often through the story, Alice wears her 
trademark headgear, a wide-brimmed hat in either black or 
brown.

ASIAN DIPLOMAT
Have you noticed, when Roosevelt 
has a job requiring diplomacy and 
tact, he passes by the Secretary 
and gives the job to his daughter?

Police are aiming their guns at protesters who hold signs 
showing Alice being carried around in a sedan chair. ALICE GO 
HOME etc. A tense moment. She runs to the protesters. 

ALICE
You’re not going to execute those 
boys! I’ll sign a poster for you.

INT. PRESIDENTIAL OFFICE - DAY

Theodore, indulging Alice, lets her sit behind his desk while 
he sorts mail at a table. She fiddles with his belongings. 

THEODORE
You’ve got fans all over – let’s 
see – China, Japan, Korea, Cuba. 
So, you got a look at the Kaiser?

ALICE
Here’s the difference. Over in 
London, King Edward, very strong, 
dignified, self-control. The Kaiser 
is fidgety, flits from one subject 
to another. He had one adviser with 
any sense, Bismarck, and he fired 
him. If things go sour in Europe, 
the smart bet is on England.

THEODORE
Put down the veto stamp. You 
puzzled that out in two meetings?

ALICE
Why do you think I keep 
interrupting your meetings? I study 
politicians like you study birds. 
If you have the sense to shut up 
and listen, which you don’t, in a 
few minutes you know who a man is 
and how to manage him.
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THEODORE
You have that speech?

ALICE
I trimmed a bit, you’re blathering 
on too much.

THEODORE
Did you go over to the Senate on 
the canal bill? Those idiots want 
to pay Colombia for the canal I 
spent millions on?

ALICE
Don’t worry, Nelson bollixed it up 
in committee, and then I dragged 
that drunk out of his bed for the 
floor vote. Here, I'll go check up 
on my work. 

She stands up, pats the desk, and leaves. 

INT. ALICE’S HOUSE - NIGHT

Nick sits with his foot propped up; Alice fumes.

ALICE
And how did you break your foot?

NICHOLAS
Dancing with Cissy.

EXT. CITY PARK - DAY

Nick is curled up with a woman on a blanket in the park.

ALICE
Nicky, who is this girl?

NICHOLAS
Hello Alice –

ALICE
You’re missing the appropriations 
markup, put this girl in a cab.

INT. ALICE’S HOUSE - NIGHT

Alice discovers Nick having sex with a girl on the bathroom 
floor; she shoos the girl off. 
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ALICE
Off you go…You’re drunk. Papa just 
talked me out of divorcing you. 
Listen to me. 

She grabs his chin, but not violently.

ALICE (CONT'D)
I am going to make you speaker of 
the house, and then president. I 
can’t do that if you embarrass me. 
You can’t be a tail-chaser and a 
drunk too, you make too many 
mistakes.

A maid delivers a note.

ALICE (CONT'D)
Your friend Cissy wants me to find 
her purse. And her stockings.

INT. AUDITORIUM – NIGHT

Alice is reading newspapers.

REPORTER
Hey, girly.

ALICE
You flirting with me again?

REPORTER
You know what’s going on down there 
before everybody else.

ALICE
Watch for Jim Sherman, he’s going 
to snag the VP slot.

REPORTER
I thought you were going to come 
here, get them to nominate your 
father in spite of him.

ALICE
I thought about it.

REPORTER
You campaigning in Ohio? You said 
you hate it.
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ALICE
I draw bigger crowds than Nicky 
does, so I have to.

REPORTER
Is he going for the governor’s job?

ALICE
You think I want to live in Ohio? 
I’m going to make him president.

INT. BALLROOM – NIGHT

Alice is at a dance, turkey-trotting with a cigarette 
dangling from her lips. A large man approaches: TAFT. 1908. 

ALICE
President Taft!

TAFT
Not yet! I know your dearest wish 
is to drive your father crazy.

ALICE
And…

TAFT
Got you a cigarette holder.

She laughs and kisses him. 

INT. STABLES - DAY

A trainer tends an injured horse, observed by Teddy and Taft.

HORSE TRAINER
Mister Taft, that horse cracked a 
cannon bone, we may not be able to 
save it.

TAFT
I can’t ride horses, it’s cruel to 
the animal. Mister President, I’d 
really rather stay on the bench, my 
goal is the Supreme Court.

THEODORE
Poppycock, this is the best job in 
the world.
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TAFT
The rank and file don't like me. At 
the convention, the crowd applauded 
for you loads longer than me. I 
know, my wife was there with a 
watch.

THEODORE
Poor Nellie. Just tell her that 
once you win, you have nothing to 
fear from me.

TAFT
I’m not a natural politician.

THEODORE
I’ll get you through it. First, get 
back on the horse.

TAFT
I damn near killed a horse today.

THEODORE
You need to ride. Every time you 
play tennis you look like a circus 
balloon, and golf is completely 
out. You’re a man of the people. 
Look at me, I went to Harvard and 
everybody thinks I’m a dirt cowboy. 
You can do the same.

TAFT
But I’m running against Bill Bryan, 
he’s the real thing. Great speaker. 
How am I supposed to answer him?

THEODORE
Don’t answer him, attack him. You 
make another two-hour speech with 
legal quotes and milk prices, I’m 
going to shoot you like that horse.

EXT. WHITE HOUSE LAWN - NIGHT

Alice is burying a voodoo doll in the White House lawn.

ALICE
Damn Nellie Taft. Trying to shove 
Papa off the stage. Let’s see if a 
little voodoo won’t sort her out.

She checks to see if the coast is clear, and runs back to the 
house. 
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EXT. A WASHINGTON TROLLEY CAR - DAY

Alice rides a trolley car when another young woman leaps 
aboard next to her. RUTH Bryan.

RUTH
Hey, you’re Alice, Roosevelt’s 
daughter!

ALICE
I know you, you’re Bill Bryan’s 
girl. No hard feelings about the 
election?

RUTH
Daddy’s lost the presidency three 
times now.

ALICE
Catch your breath, sweetie.

RUTH
I seem to be the only member of the 
Bryan family that ever ran for 
something and caught it.

Alice begins to tear up.

RUTH (CONT'D)
You alright?

ALICE
It’s stupid.

RUTH
Tell me. I’m secret as the grave.

ALICE
You're Bryan's girl, you must 
understand. We just handed the 
White House over to Taft, I really 
want to get back there. You know 
what a voodoo doll is?

RUTH
I’ve heard of em. You stick pins in 
em, and –

ALICE
I made a voodoo doll of Bill Taft’s 
wife and buried it behind the White 
House. I made fun of the way she 
talked. After the inauguration, his 
wife had a stroke.
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RUTH
Jeepers. You know, the voodoo, it’s 
just a –

ALICE
I know, it’s superstition. I do 
terrible things. I drove my father 
to the edge, and Edith. And Nicky.

RUTH
Nicky. Your husband?

ALICE
Nicky has been sporting around 
town. When I found out, I…evened 
the score. 

RUTH
I knew about Nicky. You're not a 
good fit for this world. People try 
to pound you into this girl-shaped 
hole, you don't fit. Me neither. 
I'm gonna be a movie producer.

ALICE
What??

INT. ALICE’S HOUSE – NIGHT

Nick and Alice argue. 1912, Alice is 28. 

NICHOLAS
I can’t believe your father is 
forming his own party to run 
against Taft. It will split the 
Republican vote, hand the whole 
thing to Wilson!

ALICE
Up the Progressives! And you 
haven’t said a thing.

NICHOLAS
In public I’m not taking sides. I’m 
a Republican but I like progressive 
policies.

ALICE
Which is why both sides are 
irritated with you.  You’re 
straddling the fence.
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NICHOLAS
Taft and Teddy both gave me a pass 
to back whoever I wanted. Your 
father actually said I should back 
Taft so the Ohio party doesn’t 
murder me. Teddy will forgive a 
betrayal but the party won’t.

ALICE
I won’t forgive you if you turn 
against Papa. Helen Taft blocked 
you from getting the China job! I 
turned a blind eye to all your 
girls, but this is different. Papa 
was President before Taft was.

NICHOLAS
Yes, he had his turn, twice. It’s 
1912, time for him to get out of 
the way.

INT. RAILWAY CAR - DAY

Reporters, exhausted, drink in a train car.

NEW REPORTER
Anybody got good notes?

REPORTER
Notes, from the speech? You must be 
the new guy.

NEW REPORTER
Yeah, from the Buffalo paper.

REPORTER
We don’t take notes. Teddy does the 
same damn speech every day.

SECOND REPORTER
Comrades, you who wear the button --

REPORTER
I pledge to you today, a fair deal 
for every one of you, and –

SECOND REPORTER
No, that’s not it. You got to wave 
the arm –

REPORTER
And wave the hat –
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Soon the entire room does it together.

REPORTERS
Comrades, you who wear the button,

REPORTER
I pledge to you –

SECOND REPORTER
Oh crap.

They turn and see Roosevelt. He laughs and pulls out a ten-
dollar bill.

THEODORE
Alright, just for that, the 
liquor’s on me at the next stop.

REPORTER
Next stop’s a dry county.

THEODORE
Okay, stop after that.

REPORTER
How about a new speech?

THEODORE
I’m not as clever as you think I 
am. You want me to go back to the 
1904 stuff?

REPORTER
Good Lord no.

Theodore plots with Alice.

THEODORE
You looked over those Illinois 
boys, fixed the new speech?

ALICE
Yep, too long again.

THEODORE
I like em long.

ALICE
The last speech I cut up for you, 
you got a ten minute ovation. 
Listen to Mama.

He gives her a look. 
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THEODORE
I taught all my boys, never to back 
away from a fight. I didn't mean 
for you to --

ALICE
In for a fight, in for a funeral. 
I'm in your corner til the last 
bell rings. 

EXT. DESERT TRAIN STATION - DAY

Teddy, a movie man with a very old movie camera, and some 
older Rough Riders; this is 14 years after San Juan Hill. 

MOVIE MAN
Well, we found a bunch of em out 
here.

THEODORE
The Rough Riders? The Cuba boys?

MOVIE MAN
Bunch of em settled into the 
ranches out here.

ROUGH RIDER
Colonel!

THEODORE
Boys!

ROUGH RIDER
What’s that, a machinegun?

THEODORE
Movie camera. I’m running for 
President –

ROUGH RIDER
Again?

THEODORE
Yes, again, I’m allowed! The boy 
makes a moving picture show, uses 
the pictures to make advertising.

ROUGH RIDER
So how do you do it?

THEODORE
I pretend to make a campaign 
speech.
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ROUGH RIDER
Pretend?

THEODORE
I can say anything because there’s 
no sound. So I got to make a 
speech. Not like I can sing or 
dance.

ROUGH RIDER
Yeah, we heard you sing. Good Lord.

So everybody gather round.

MOVIE MAN
I'm rolling. Gentlemen, you can’t 
fidget, and above all, don’t laugh.

Teddy strikes a heroic pose. 

THEODORE
If I am elected, I will pass a law 
that everyone needs to eat more 
beets.
And then, free rye whisky for all 
the land!
And then we’ll have a two-day work 
week!
And then we need to assemble our 
armies and our navies to attack the 
nation of Switzerland.

ROUGH RIDER
You’re sending the navy to 
Switzerland? It’s landlocked.

THEODORE
Fine, we’re invading Albania.

ROUGH RIDER
So what exactly is the square deal 
anyway?

THEODORE
It means we have to fight all the 
forces of corruption jock-stobbing 
–

ROUGH RIDER
Jock stobbing?

THEODORE
Stock jobbing! I mean stock 
jobbing!
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ROUGH RIDER
What the hell is stock jobbing?

THEODORE
It’s the stock market – damn it, 
I’m supposed to be making a speech!

ROUGH RIDER
Need to wave your arms more.

SECOND ROUGH RIDER
And punch your fists.

THEODORE
Dammit, I’ve made speeches before! 
Thou shalt not crucify man upon a 
cross of gold!

ROUGH RIDER
Hey, no fair, that was Bryan.

ROUGH RIDER (CONT'D)
Your pants aren’t buttoned.

THEODORE
Shut up! And stop laughing!

MOVIE MAN
Cut!

ROUGH RIDER
Cut?

THEODORE
He means stop!

Everyone collapses in laughter.

EXT. OUTSIDE AN AUDITORIUM - NIGHT

Teddy exits a car on his way to a speech.

THEODORE
After this, I’m going back to the 
hotel, my voice is going.

A man darts toward Roosevelt and shoots him in the chest.

THEODORE (CONT'D)
Stand back, don’t hurt him!

BYSTANDER
Get a doctor!
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SECOND BYSTANDER
Let’s get him back to the hotel.

THEODORE
Nobody move!

Nobody moves.

THEODORE (CONT'D)
Are you the doctor? You stay where 
you are. I’m making this speech and 
you might as well compose yourself.

INT. AUDITORIUM - NIGHT

He enters the auditorium.

THEODORE
Ladies and gentlemen, I don't know 
whether you understand that I have 
just been shot, but it takes more 
than that to kill a Bull Moose. I 
am going to ask you to be very 
quiet and excuse me from making a 
long speech, I’ll do my best but 
there is a bullet in my body. I 
have had an A-1 time in my life and 
I’m having it now….

BYSTANDER
I’ve never seen anything like it.

THEODORE
Thing that saved me, my speech is 
in my pocket, fifty pages. Told my 
daughter the long speeches are 
better.

INT. OFFICE - DAY

Nicky, working, is approached by an aide.

AIDE
Mister Longworth?

NICHOLAS
Yes?

AIDE
You know your wife is in town?
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NICHOLAS
What?

AIDE
She went into a hotel. She’s not 
staying with you?

They go to a window.

AIDE (CONT'D)
She’s in the lobby, chatting with 
Teddy’s running mate, Hiram 
Johnson. They’re appearing at the 
Hippodrome tonight. And by the way, 
the progressives are running a man 
against you for your district.

NICHOLAS
Teddy said he’d stay clear!

AIDE
The local progressives ignored him.

INT. AUDITORIUM - NIGHT

Nicky and Alice backstage.

NICHOLAS
You came 300 miles to campaign 
against me in my own district!

ALICE
I’m campaigning for my father. He 
just got shot in the chest!

NICHOLAS
It was bad enough when you went to 
Teddy’s convention. You can get 
Ohio votes anywhere in the state, 
why are you here? I need these 
people to keep my House seat!

ALICE
I’m here for my father. I’m also 
here to see those nasty relatives 
of yours, remind them I was a 
Roosevelt before I was a Longworth.

NICHOLAS
And what happens after the 
election?
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ALICE
Hold still, you fool. 

She kisses him. 

ALICE (CONT'D)
Listen. We have something that 
works. You have your little flings, 
I have mine, everyone is 
discreet....Ever since we went to 
Asia. You came along and swept me 
off my feet.

NICHOLAS
I never knew. You always seemed so 
cool and calculating.

ALICE
I fell in love with you. I still 
love you. I'm going to make make 
you Speaker of the House, once 
you've learned your lesson. I’ll 
even help you with those young 
Turks who are coming after you.

NICHOLAS
What young Turks?

ALICE
The Republicans, this time. Nicky, 
I’m your wife. I want you back. I 
do. Just remember who it is you’re 
married to. I’ll teach you to be a 
better poker player. You have no 
face for a bluff. And you don’t 
have the rigging to stay afloat, if 
I find you’ve embarrassed me again.

INT. HOTEL LOBBY - DAY

A newsboy delivers papers. Wilson has won. Longworth has 
fallen short. 

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

Nicky and Alice undress.

NICHOLAS
You must be so proud. Teddy came 
all the way here to take Taft’s 
home state away from him.
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ALICE
Nothing personal. And he still 
lost.

NICHOLAS
So did I. You took away my House 
seat!

ALICE
I know, now we have to move back to 
Cincinnati. God, what a town.

NICHOLAS
Well thanks to you, we’ll be back 
here living with my family for two 
years.

ALICE
Let this be a lesson: never cross 
the Roosevelts. I’ll get you your 
House seat back in two years, if 
you behave.

NICHOLAS
Behave?

ALICE
You leave your wife home night 
after night, she’s going to get 
restless. Very restless.

INT. UPPER-CLASS HOUSE - DAY

Teddy commiserates with Alice.

THEODORE
Alice.

ALICE
Papa. You called me Alice. Does it 
still bother you, me being named 
after her?

THEODORE
You and your mother couldn’t be 
more different.

ALICE
Here are your papers.

46.



THEODORE
That damn Wilson is a disgrace. All 
that effort to build the canal, he 
off and apologizes for the way we 
did it! Dragged his feet getting 
into the war, Congress gave me the 
go-on to lead four divisions but 
Wilson wouldn’t let me lead the 
riders into combat.

ALICE
You can barely walk.

THEODORE
I can damn sure ride! 1916, should 
have run again.

ALICE
Papa. The party would have 
bulldogged you.

THEODORE
Why are you on Wilson’s side? He 
banned you from the White House.

She smiles. 

ALICE
I made a comment about Wilson 
chasing Edith before his wife’s 
body was cold. Taft banned me too, 
I have a big mouth. I learned all 
the wrong lessons from you. 

THEODORE
From me?

ALICE
Always looking for a fight. Ruth 
Bryan said I don't fit in. 

THEODORE
Who wants to fit in? You're a girl 
who acts like a boy. Throwing 
elbows around, it's very American. 
If you were a boy, nobody would 
notice all the fights you get into. 

ALICE
That's your advice? I'm a girl and 
I should stop?
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THEODORE
Trying to stop you is like trying 
to change the weather. I tried. 
Anyhow, a girl needs to throw an 
elbow once in a while, so she 
doesn't get trampled on. 

ALICE
That's your advice? Keep sticking 
my fingers in people's eyes?

THEODORE
This is why I don't give advice, 
people hear what they want to hear, 
like horoscopes. Instead I'll ask 
you, is it possible to be tough 
without being hard, if you follow 
me? Punch up, but not punch down? 

ALICE
Ah. This is about Eleanor. 

THEODORE
Correct. 

ALICE
I know. Eleanor knew that being 
happy -

THEODORE
She knew that somehow, whatever 
love and happiness she could get 
her hands on, was going to be taken 
away. 

ALICE
Her own mother-in-law claiming she 
was the real mother to her 
children. And then me, telling 
Franklin to go find someone else.  

THEODORE
Glad we understand each other. Back 
Dakota we had this horse, filly, 
couldn’t be tamed. We called her 
Medusa. That would have been a good 
name.

ALICE
Medusa Roosevelt?
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THEODORE
We kept the horse. Couldn’t ride 
her, couldn't ever get a saddle on 
her back. But the stallions liked 
her just fine.

ALICE
Is that so?

THEODORE
Got to watch for those stallions. 
This is a wild town, but don’t give 
those press boys anything to write 
about. Alright?...Hugs for Papa.

INT. UPPER-CLASS HOUSE - NIGHT

Alice, 35, is awakened by her robed brother ARCHIBALD. 1919.

ARCHIBALD
It’s Papa. The old lion is dead.
Death had to take him sleeping, or 
else there would have been a fight.

INT. CHURCH - DAY

Alice looks at Theodore, in an open coffin. 

ALICE
I thought you were going to live 
forever. I thought we would finally 
have time. I still have an eye on 
our old house, the big white one. 

INT. ALICE’S HOUSE - NIGHT

We’re in Alice’s messy but lively house. Alice, as she often 
does throughout the story, wears pants. In these gatherings, 
she tends to laugh a lot.

Franklin begins to enter but a friend grabs his arm. 

FRIEND
Franklin, we’re not just going to 
your cousin’s house.

FRANKLIN
Alice? Known her all her life. I 
know she’s essentially the 
political leader of the family, the 
Republican side of it.
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FRIEND
You’re new to Washington. Alice’s 
house is where everything happens 
in this town. She doesn’t bother 
with the wives, she brings in the 
Senators, the deal makers, swapping 
information, making policy, getting 
the donors liquored up. 

FRANKLIN
What's the problem, then?

FRIEND
If she decides you’re alright, 
you’re in the inner circle, but if 
she ignores you, so does everybody 
else. She can kill your career in 
one night.

FRANKLIN
Feather Duster. 

They enter. 

ALICE
Look at all the hats. We look like 
a slightly stoned version of the 
Ascot scene in Pygmalion. 

She gestures at the table. 

ALICE (CONT'D)
Now, we sit for dinner Democrat 
Republican Democrat, the night’s 
not complete without at least one 
good fight. Never know who will 
change his mind in this town.

FRIEND
Where did you find this cook?

ALICE
She’s not a cook. She’s the first 
female saucier in Washington, she’s 
a genius at sauces. 

She taps a chair. 

ALICE (CONT'D)
Franklin, got you paired up for 
dinner, this is Lucy Mercer, you’ll 
like her. You deserve a good time, 
when you can get away from your 
wife.
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INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

Nick enters, Alice undressing.

NICHOLAS
Let me come in, rub your shoulders. 

ALICE
Not so fast. I want you to help me 
find out what Franklin's up to over 
at State. 

NICHOLAS
We can get into all that later. 

ALICE
First law of negotiation. Don't 
give away the goods until you get 
what you want. 

NICHOLAS
You know, there's a name for that 
kind of commerce. Don't you find 
that a bit transactional? 

ALICE
I didn't make the rules. That was 
your team, sport. 

NICHOLAS
Rules?

ALICE
Every woman trades sex for the 
things they want. It's the only 
thing of value I'm allowed to have, 
so I spend it as I damn well 
please. Ten years from now there 
won't be a market for it. 

NICHOLAS
Don't sell yourself short. Time can 
not wither your…whatever it is. 

ALICE
My infinite variety. I do love you 
know. And you never pretended to be 
something you're not. 

NICHOLAS
What higher praise could there be?

They laugh. 
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INT. OFFICE - DAY

Alice enters an office to find Franklin and a diplomat. 

DIPLOMAT
Alice, have a seat. You know May 
Ladenburg?

ALICE
Very well.

DIPLOMAT
We suspect she’s wheedling military 
secrets out of Bernard Baruch. 
Franklin is going to put together 
some phony information to pass, 
over at the Navy Department, but we 
need to put a secret microphone in 
her house and we want your help.

ALICE
Put it near the bed. Trust me.

FRANKLIN
Just don’t tell Eleanor we’re 
working together. She wants me to 
steer clear of you. 

ALICE
Would Eleanor mind that we’re 
having dinner?

FRANKLIN
Let’s not find out.

ALICE
Got you a present – cigarette 
holder.

FRANKLIN
Why are you so sweet on me all of a 
sudden?

ALICE
No reason. I did want to thank you 
for defending Papa.

FRANKLIN
The libel suit? Glad to do it.

ALICE
Classy move for a Democrat. You’re 
serious about being a Democrat? 
Traitor to the family blood?
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FRANKLIN
I know, even Eleanor wanted me to 
back Teddy instead of Wilson. 

ALICE
One day I’m going back to the White 
House. I saw you out driving with 
our Lucy.

FRANKLIN
You introduced us. And then you 
paired us for dinner. What are you 
up to? Are you hoping Eleanor 
catches us out?

ALICE
I’d never say a word. Come now, you 
have women flirting with you all 
the time.

INT HOTEL HALLWAY - NIGHT

Franklin is sitting on a trunk outside Alice’s hotel room.

ALICE (O.S.)
These hotel bathrooms, I’ll be out 
in a minute. I can still hear you.

FRANKLIN
Eleanor has kicked me out of her 
bedroom. For good. 

Alice emerges and sits next to him.

ALICE
She never liked sex anyway.

FRANKLIN
Eleanor suspected, so she fired 
Lucy. I hired her for my office and 
then Eleanor found our letters. I 
wanted to divorce Eleanor and marry 
Lucy but mother threatened to cut 
off all the money.

ALICE
That’s not why you stayed. You 
still love Eleanor.

FRANKLIN
Yes. She’s a great partner, we 
respect each other…
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ALICE
You just need to hop over a wall 
now and then.

FRANKLIN
I just saw Wilson. In his 
wheelchair. It’s permanent. I just 
can’t imagine.

Eleanor appears. 

ELEANOR
Franklin! Time to go! Did you round 
up Alice? There you are.

EXT. HORSE TRAIL - DAY

Alice is enjoying a temperate day when Bill BORAH, a quite 
masculine-looking Senator, rides by on a horse.

BORAH
We meet again.

ALICE
You look like a cowboy out of a 
dime novel.

BORAH
I’m a much lower form of life. I’m 
a politician.

ALICE
Who’s a good boy? That’s a 
stallion. The real thing.

BORAH
You know horses?

ALICE
My father’s Teddy Roosevelt. I’ve 
seen a horse or two.

BORAH
Miz Longworth. I heard some 
stories.

ALICE
Papa was from South Dakota. Where 
you from?

BORAH
Idaho.
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ALICE
I’ve seen it on maps, but I don’t 
believe it exists.

BORAH
Course it exists!

ALICE
I’ve never seen it.

BORAH
Well, some of the stories are true 
anyway. Watch where you put your 
feet.

ALICE
I know, I’m out here all the time. 
My bad legs, the only way to keep 
them going is to walk at least a 
mile a day.

INT. CAPITOL ROTUNDA - DAY

People are running.

BYSTANDER
Careful!

SECOND BYSTANDER
Borah’s up. First time in a while.

INT. SENATE FLOOR - DAY

Borah has the floor. He does NOT yell all this.

BORAH
There is nothing that dies so hard 
and rallies so often as 
intolerance. The vices and passions 
which it summons to its support are 
the most ruthless and the most 
persistent harbored in the human 
breast. They sometimes sleep but 
they never seem to die. Anything, 
any extraordinary situation, any 
unnecessary controversy, may light 
those fires again and plant in our 
republic that which has destroyed 
every republic which undertook to 
nurse it.

(MORE)
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Without liberty of speech, all of 
the outward forms and structures of 
free institutions are a sham, a 
pretense - the sheerest mockery.
No more fatuous chimera has ever 
infested the brain than that you 
can control opinions, and no more 
pernicious sentiment ever tormented 
the heart than the barbarous desire 
to do so. The right must be 
regarded as a sacred right.
If speech is not independent and 
untrammeled; if the mind is 
shackled or made impotent through 
fear, it makes no difference under 
what form of government you live, 
you are not a citizen. You are a 
subject.

Later, Borah finds Alice sitting in the Senate chamber, up in 
the Vice President's chair. Everyone else has gone. She waves 
a gavel at him. 

ALICE
Hey, Idaho. When you’re not on your 
horse, you got a nice little 
sideline in there.

BORAH
So, not too shabby?

She trots down to him. 

ALICE
Jesus, it was electrifying. Even 
Papa never wound em up like you 
did. Come on over to the Germans, 
get a pint of beer. See how you 
talk with an audience of one.

BORAH
Don’t drink much, but I will for 
you.

ALICE
What you reading?

BORAH
Edmund Burke.

BORAH (CONT'D)
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ALICE
Refreshing. These days my Nicky 
gets no further than the racing 
form. Darrow said you were the 
ablest man he ever saw in court.

BORAH
Clarence Darrow? Well, he still 
beat me.

ALICE
He's Darrow, he beats everybody. 

BORAH
Wood's wife has the dirt on that 
little house across from the park.

ALICE
Out peddling nasty gossip again? 
And you didn’t come to me first?

(pats chair beside her)
Come tell Mama. This city, with the 
gossip – whole town is just a bunch 
of little old ladies sitting under 
hair dryers. So what do you hear?

He points to a House member. 

BORAH
Old Man Ford, over in the House, he 
really is riding around with that 
English woman.

ALICE
Scott? He’s got to be seventy! You 
can't make a soufflé rise twice….

BORAH
Don't be making fun of us old-
timers. Just pointing out, I'm 19 
years older than you. 

ALICE
Yes, my whole world is clumped up 
with father figures. You go on 
ahead, I'll catch up. 

INT. ALICE’S HOUSE – NIGHT

Alice, Borah, Ted and cigarette-smoking Republicans fume in a 
room.
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REPUBLICAN
(aside)

And why is she here, exactly?

TED
Because she's the smartest 
politician in Washington. My advice 
is to do what she says. 

ALICE
You know my brother Ted. It’s 
amazing how many things Wilson gets 
wrong. The negotiations in Paris, 
suffrage, prohibition.

TED
Well, the Democrats are in charge.

ALICE
You, did you find that Chicago 
paper? Give it here. 

REPUBLICAN
Here you go, miss. 

ALICE
I’ve been researching for weeks, 
League of Nations. We let the 
Democrats get away with this, 
America doesn’t control our own 
policy anymore. Wilson has lost his 
mind.

BORAH
What do you mean, researching?

ALICE
That man Lodge is trying to put 
together a compromise plan. This 
stupid League could actually get 
through the Senate.

TED
How do you know all this?

ALICE
I’m getting information from some 
reporters and…

TED
And inside the State Department?
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ALICE
Mind your own business. We need 
Bill here to give just the right 
speech on the Senate floor.

TED
Usually you’re over on the House 
side, watching your husband.

ALICE
I’m going to the Senate every day, 
see what Bill is up to.

TED
Because he’s the best speaker on 
the Hill.

ALICE
That too.

TED
Some nasty ladies talking about you 
and Bill Borah.

ALICE
I’m a Longworth, I do what I like.

INT. ALICE’S HOUSE - NIGHT

Alice has a revolving bookcase by her bedside. Borah pops in. 
They approach each other. She kisses him. 

BORAH
Just came up looking for the 
toilet.

ALICE
So you found my den of sin.

BORAH
(reads book title)

The origin and evolution of life, 
on the theory of action, reaction 
and the interaction of energy.

ALICE
I’m reading up on molecular 
genetics.

BORAH
They said you were the smartest of 
all the Roosevelts. You’re a better 
man than I.
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ALICE
Kipling, I’m impressed.

BORAH
You have two Bibles?

ALICE
Read it cover to cover, twice.

BORAH
Which denomination?

ALICE
Not a Christian, never baptized. 
Just reading up on what the other 
team thinks.

BORAH
Like you do with the Democrats.

ALICE
Hush now. 

She kisses him again. 

BORAH
Can I hang around?

ALICE
Not so fast. You're not going to 
storm my castle. We're going to 
negotiate the terms of my 
surrender.

BORAH
What's it going to cost me this 
time?

ALICE
Nothing you can't spare. 

BORAH
Fine, we will invite Emmaline 
Pankhurst to come here and speak.  

ALICE
Well I hope the sex lasts longer 
than the negotiation. 

BORAH
Now that I promise you.
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ALICE
You know why I end my day with you 
so often?

BORAH
No.

ALICE
Nicky has no use for me outside the 
bedroom, or even in it, these days. 

BORAH
How can a man have you at home and 
not even want it?

ALICE
We fought a war with Wilson, and 
you let me on the battlefield. I 
got to play with my brains instead 
of my prettier parts. I'm going to 
have my brains a lot longer than my 
parts. You know what else?

BORAH
What?

ALICE
When you kiss me, you don't pin me 
to the wall. You let me decide 
whether I want to kiss you back. 

INT. OUTER OFFICE – DAY

Alice waits with a politician for an audience with Warren 
Harding. 1920, she's 36. 

ALICE
What on earth am I doing here?

POLITICIAN
Now that you beat the League of 
Nations, every Republican is 
listening to you, you’re a party 
leader.

ALICE
Well, I brew beer and lemon gin in 
my basement, so people still come 
to the house.

POLITICIAN
But you don’t have Harding yet, 
he’s the nominee.
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ALICE
Wurrrrren Harrrding. He’s an 
imbecile.

POLITICIAN
For 1920 he’s our leader. That’s 
the breaks.

ALICE
Back in 1912 he asked Nicky to back 
Taft over my father, and he asked 
right in front of me.

POLITICIAN
If you can make nice with me you 
can do it for Harding.

ALICE
Do I have to sleep with him like 
all the other girls? I hear he 
likes to do it standing up. Now 
that’s just showing off.

INT. INNER OFFICE - DAY

Continuation. They enter Harding's office. 

HARDING
Miss Longworth, come in. I wanted 
your support on some cabinet 
choices.

ALICE
One step ahead of you, Senator. I 
will endorse your whole slate. I’ll 
campaign for you too.

HARDING
Against Franklin? He's only running 
for vice president, not president. 

ALICE
I’ll get the whole family to 
campaign against Franklin, he went 
over to the Democrats. In return, 
you give my brother Ted Franklin’s 
old job, assistant secretary of the 
navy. And then get him elected 
governor of New York.

HARDING
And then the White House.
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ALICE
Well, not while you’re still in it.

INT. AUDITORIUM - NIGHT

Alice has rounded up a bunch of Roosevelts to campaign, 
including her brother Ted.

ALICE
See, folks, I brought the whole 
Roosevelt clan, the real Roosevelts 
anyway. Not a Democrat in sight. 
Now here’s my brother Ted, he’s 
gonna be governor someday!

TED
Our cousin Franklin isn’t a real 
Roosevelt, he will never ever be 
our vice president! So we want all 
of you to vote for Harding and 
Coolidge come November.

Cheers. Ted pulls Alice aside. 

TED (CONT'D)
This is going to split the whole 
family.

ALICE
WE are the family. Teach them a 
lesson. Franklin went to work for 
Wilson right after Wilson attacked 
Father. 

INT. ELEANOR’S HOUSE - DAY

Alice and Eleanor walk down a hallway. 

ALICE
I do sympathize. I had polio myself 
when I was a child, but with a 
little gumption –

They find Franklin, sweating like blazes, trying to learn how 
to use leg braces, with the help of parallel bars.

ALICE (CONT'D)
Oh my God. That can’t be polio. 
Mine was just –

ELEANOR
This is worse.
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ALICE
Franklin.

Alice is starting to cry. She really does like Franklin.

ELEANOR
The news isn’t all bad. When his 
mother found out about this, she 
wanted him to retire so she could 
take over his life. I ran her off. 
I’m finally free of her. But I’ve 
been alone a lot.

FRANKLIN
Hey, Alice! You’ll have to come up 
the steps, I can’t even walk yet. 
These things hurt like the dickens 
and I’m just wiped out.

ALICE
This is not how I wanted to win.

ELEANOR
Win?

ALICE
Ted is running for governor.

ELEANOR
Oh, Franklin isn’t giving up 
politics. That’s why we fought with 
his mother. It actually brought me 
and Franklin back together again.

ALICE
Surely you’re just keeping his 
hopes up.

ELEANOR
Doesn’t take much. He’s quite the 
optimist.

INT. OFFICE - DAY

Nicky plays cards with Jack GARNER and Sam RAYBURN. MARTIN, a 
new Congressman, arrives.

NICHOLAS
Our newest Congressman. Around the 
room, we have Sam over there, and 
Jack, both from Texas. You’re 
welcome to sit in and play poker.
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MARTIN
I’m still getting the hang of it.

NICHOLAS
Then you’re definitely welcome.

During all this dialogue, they are also talking up the actual 
poker game they’re playing.

MARTIN
So can I play on credit?

NICHOLAS
You’re asking us to trust a 
politician with money? We bring you 
new members up for a look-see, get 
em drunk, see what kind of poker 
players they are.

RAYBURN
When people act up, Nicky punishes 
them by playing the violin.

GARNER
If they’re prohibition types, they 
don’t get a drop to drink. Half the 
big bills had to come through this 
room, to make it out of Congress 
alive.

MARTIN
So how many presidents have you 
served under?

NICHOLAS
I have never served under any 
president. I have served with five.

MARTIN
When I was younger, I read all 
about your battles with Joe Cannon.

NICHOLAS
When Cannon was Speaker, he ran the 
House like a plantation. He changed 
all the rules, pulled all the power 
into his hands. And we finally 
broke him.

MARTIN
And once you become Speaker, you're 
going to put some of Cannon’s rules 
back.
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NICHOLAS
And your point…?

MARTIN
Don’t you find that a bit 
hypocritical, dishonest?

NICHOLAS
Let me refresh your memory. I’m a 
politician.

GARNER
Cannon was a back-breaker, but the 
old boys, back to the War Between 
The States, were really something. 
They all had pistols out of the 
House floor, duels, spitting their 
chaw all over – you couldn’t walk 
down there without boots.

RAYBURN
Nicky, not to beat a dead horse, 
but I think that bill to help the 
farmers, it’s time has come.

GARNER
Right out in the open?

NICHOLAS
Tell the minority whip I’m going to 
do it, but tell him it’s a secret. 
Word will get out within hours.

GARNER
Jackson is going to raise hell.

NICHOLAS
I’ve been working over on the 
Senate side, trying to get him 
appointed ambassador to some 
kingdom of cannibals somewhere.

GARNER
And what about Katzen?

NICHOLAS
Tell him if he fights me on the 
bill, I’m going to have to go back 
to my district to defend what he’s 
doing, which means I can’t be here 
in town getting his bridge bill out 
of committee. He’ll see the light.

66.



GARNER
And O’Malley, he’s got brass balls. 
He wants an amendment that puts 
price controls on the stuff his 
farmers buy, not on what they sell.

NICHOLAS
You have to admire a thief who goes 
for the whole hog. Sam, I’ll get 
your farm nonsense out of 
committee, but only because this 
thing is going to die on the House 
floor. I can have my cake and eat 
it too. 

MARTIN
I've got a few farm policies to 
throw at you, I think it could 
change the whole country --

NICHOLAS
Every one of us came here to make 
history and change the world, and 
most of us will be disappointed. 

MARTIN
The people really like it.

NICHOLAS
Sometimes the people are just plain 
wrong. You go home and tell a bunch 
of angry idiots that the country 
needed something they didn’t want. 
And you don’t apologize to a crowd 
like that. Apologizing to one man 
is courtesy, but apologizing to a 
mob is just cowardice.

GARNER
Tell em who you're really afraid 
of.

NICHOLAS
The companies with deep pockets, 
the string-pullers, the railroads, 
the banks. You make a mistake on a 
vote, the people forget, but the 
money boys never do. And speeches 
are our favorite sport, but nobody 
changes any votes that way.

GARNER
Except for Bill Borah.
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NICHOLAS
Borah.

(long look at Garner)
Persuasive man. We’ll talk later.

An uncomfortable silence descends.

INT. ALICE’S HOUSE - NIGHT

Alice plots with a politician. 

ALICE
One way or another, I’m getting 
back to the White House.

POLITICIAN
I don’t see any path forward.

ALICE
I see five. First there’s Nicky. I 
can make him Speaker, I already 
told reporters on the QT that he 
may run for president in 1928. Then 
there’s Borah.

POLITICIAN
As his wife or his mistress?

ALICE
Details. The problem is he’s such a 
maverick that he alienates the men 
he needs to get the nomination. I 
can get Coolidge to make him vice 
president if I can get him to shut 
up. 

POLITICIAN
That’s two.

ALICE
Three, my brother Ted. We’re 
running him for governor next time. 
Four, I could wangle my way into 
Harding’s house pretty easily, but 
I have no patience for stupidity…

POLITICIAN
And sex standing up?

ALICE
What makes you think I haven’t 
tried it?
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POLITICIAN
And fifth? Still thinking about 
Franklin? The one that got away?

ALICE
Really, I Franklin is finished. I 
saw him.

An aide approaches. 

AIDE
Miss Roosevelt?

ALICE
Yes?

AIDE
President Harding. Had a stroke. 
Coolidge is president now.

ALICE
Black suit for the funeral, and the 
big black hat to get Coolidge’s 
attention.

INT. OFFICE - DAY

The poker game, Rayburn, Nicky, Garner, Martin.

RAYBURN
(answering the phone)

What was the name again? Hays?

GARNER
Give me that. Hays was down at the 
club a couple of nights ago, making 
clever comments about your wife and 
Bill Borah and Paulina –

NICHOLAS
He was? Here, give me the phone –

GARNER
No, let me have the pleasure….

(on the phone)
Hays, how’s the old complaint?.... 
We were so pleased you actually 
showed up for the vote, members 
gave you an ovation. …We were a bit 
suspicious that you disappeared 
when we needed a quorum. 

(MORE)
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…A barn burned down on your farm – 
a less charitable man would think 
you tried to wreck the bill by 
resorting to arson. … Voters? Isn’t 
your district mostly desert and 
salamanders?... Yes, I called you 
to let you know that during the 
recess, some idiot down your way 
was writing these insane letters 
and signing your name…Yes, you gave 
me a lot of free advice, which was 
worth just what I paid for it…

RAYBURN
Lord, don’t sweet-talk him, give it 
to him with the bark on.

GARNER
Yes, you keep saying you’re the one 
who pulls the strings, but the way 
you’ve been carrying on I don’t 
think you could get the Lord's 
Prayer endorsed in committee….Well, 
I tried to back you up, but you had 
two different positions on the 
issue…Well, I suppose mediocrity is 
entitled to representation in the 
House too. If Caligula can make his 
horse a consul of Rome I guess your 
county can make you a Congressman. 
…Yes, I heard you were preparing 
your biography to be published 
posthumously – the sooner I see it 
the better. And next week when I’m 
killing your subsidy bill, perhaps 
you’ll remember that in this town, 
a gentleman doesn’t discuss another 
man’s wife in a saloon.

He slams down the phone. 

NICHOLAS
I owe you a bourbon or two.

MARTIN
What in the world was –

GARNER
Private business. Steer clear, son.
One day you look at the House and 
you ask, are these really the 400 
smartest men in the country?

GARNER (CONT'D)
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NICHOLAS
Sometimes I’m in my chair looking 
down at them, and I just think of 
the country, and I pray. Back 
during the Great War there was talk 
of putting together a regiment of 
congressmen to go fight –

RAYBURN
Can you imagine the poor soul who 
would have to lead that pirate crew 
into battle?

NICHOLAS
I can barely get them pointed in 
the same direction when it’s time 
to vote on naming a post office – 

RAYBURN
Just imagine them all in a trench 
facing the Huns and their machine 
guns. Serve em right. 

NICHOLAS
Now I’ve lived a man’s life in a 
man’s town. I've been known to 
stray into another man's henhouse. 
For a time, I wondered how the 
other man felt.

GARNER
Nicky –

NICHOLAS
Later….

GARNER
They say Borah is planning to run 
for the White House.

NICHOLAS
Yes. His eye is on the White House. 
And my eye is on him.

GARNER
Well, he’s bound to boot the ball. 
Sometimes he’s his own worst enemy.

NICHOLAS
Not while I’m in town.
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INT. BOXING RING – NIGHT

Alice, 39, goes to the fights with COOLIDGE. She’s pregnant.

ANNOUNCER
Folks, watch your language and 
don’t spit on the floor, President 
Coolidge is with us tonight!

The fight begins.

EXT. PARK - DAY

Borah and Alice walk through a park, Borah leading his horse 
by the reins, and see Coolidge approaching.

ALICE
Mister President. 

COOLIDGE
Just the man I'm looking for. I'm 
thinking about the ticket for next 
year. I think I'd like you on it. 

BORAH
Which place, the top or the bottom?

Alice and Coolidge both turn and look at him in amazement, 
and then at each other. 

ALICE
He's kidding, of course. 

But Borah, of course, is not. 

COOLIDGE
I WAS looking for a vice president. 
Bill, you're so contrary I’m amazed 
you can move in the same direction 
as you're own horse. Alice, you 
want to talk about giving the job 
to your husband Nick? Your brother 
isn't ready yet. 

ALICE
Let's have that chat sometime. 

Coolidge leaves. 

ALICE (CONT'D)
You had a shot at the White House!
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BORAH
Vice president, it's not the same 
thing. And if we did that, people 
would find out the real story about 
the baby. We’ll just have to wait.

ALICE
(chuckles)

I’m a rough customer. I campaign 
against my husband. I have another 
man’s baby. You chuck away 
Coolidge's offer, I start talking 
up Nicky again. 

BORAH
You have to win every fight.

ALICE
Just like Papa taught me.

EXT. OUTSIDE STATEHOUSE – DAY

Eleanor speaks at a protest.

ELEANOR
The Republicans don’t seem to 
realize that we have unfinished 
business. They don’t really want to 
talk about the colored man, about 
women’s rights, about the role of 
women in our country, about a 48-
hour work week, about prison 
reform, birth control, prohibition.

Eleanor turns to a female aide. 

ELEANOR (CONT'D)
Have you got next week’s article to 
the printer, before I get arrested?

FEMALE AIDE
You need to slow down. No woman has 
ever done this before.

ELEANOR
And your point?

FEMALE AIDE
Who are these people?

ELEANOR
My team.
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FEMALE AIDE
Must have every lesbian in New York 
here, how is that going to help?

ELEANOR
When Franklin got polio, Alice’s 
brother Ted send us a sweet 
condolence letter. He wrote it on 
the official stationery of the 
assistant secretary of the navy, 
Franklin’s old job. Just to send a 
message. Now Ted wants to wrong-
foot Franklin on his way to the 
governor’s house.

FEMALE AIDE
The governor –

ELEANOR
The look on your face. Nobody 
thinks I know how to fight. Where 
do you think Franklin gets his 
backbone from? Just to see the look 
on Alice’s face.

A cop approaches. 

COP
Miss –

ELEANOR
That's Mrs. Roosevelt to you. Yes, 
I know –

COP
I’m afraid I have to put you under 
arrest –

ELEANOR
Not until the reporters get my 
picture!

INT. ALICE’S HOUSE - NIGHT

Alice, ailing, is putting a baby into its bed. Nicky is 
making silly noises.

ALICE
You going to spend another hour 
making monkey faces?
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NICHOLAS
You finally figured out how to keep 
me in at night.

ALICE
Most of the time. Give us a kiss. 
Having a baby is like pushing a 
piano through a transom. Can’t wait 
to get out of this bedroom.

NOTE: This occurs in 1924 which is just about the time that 
women's fashion makes a sudden turn from cover-it-all 
Victorian looks to the wild stuff. Alice is 41. 

INT. ALICE’S HOUSE - NIGHT

Alice greets Ted in Chinese pajamas on a tiger rug, playing 
with her baby.

TED
I’ve never done something like 
this. Campaigning. 

ALICE
Relax, I’m an old hand. The old 
guard likes you, you’re an 
investor, you spent your own money 
to give your battalion boots in the 
great war, you built the American 
Legion. You’re the gold standard. 
Leave it all to me.

TED
Archie and I, we used to work for 
that oil firm. It’s all tangled up 
in that Teapot Dome scandal. My 
wife owns stock too.

ALICE
That’s alright, I can talk to 
Coolidge, Nicky can help you in the 
House, he’s very popular –

TED
Don't think Coolidge can fix this.

EXT. WASHINGTON STREET - DAY

Eleanor stands in front of a car with a giant, ridiculous 
teapot on top, spouting real steam.
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ELEANOR
Make sure this teapot goes 
everywhere Ted goes.

EXT. POLITICAL PICNIC - DAY

Ted is beginning to make a speech when the Tea Mobile 
arrives. A man takes out a megaphone. Alice watches in alarm.

MAN
Mister Roosevelt, how much did you 
make off of Teapot Dome? Isn’t your 
family rich enough already?

ALICE
I can’t believe Eleanor came up 
with a dodge like this. She's 
declared war on her own family. 

INT. SENATE COMMITTEE ROOM – DAY

Ted is getting a committee grilling. 

TED
Senator Stevenson, I already 
answered this Teapot nonsense –

SENATOR
Your wife owns the stock, how much 
ended up in your pocket?

TED
(standing)

You go after my wife, I’ll deck 
you, in a minute!

In the audience, Eleanor smiles and Alice winces. 

INT. AUDITORIUM – NIGHT

Alice is at the Democratic convention watching Franklin end 
his speech and Eleanor begin hers.

An aide talks to another offstage.

AIDE
What the hell are we watching?
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SECOND AIDE
Last time, the Republican 
Roosevelts kept Franklin from 
winning the vice presidency. Now 
the Democratic Roosevelts are 
blocking Ted from the governor’s 
job. Eleanor’s on the warpath.

AIDE
It’s like the Wars of the Roses.

FRANKLIN
(onstage)

I want to introduce my wife, who 
has a few words to say about Al 
Smith!

Massive applause.

ELEANOR
I’ve been told people want to hear 
from me, can’t imagine why. Women’s 
groups, unions, all want to know 
what’s going on in our country. And 
about the kind of leadership we can 
get from my good friend Al Smith.

MAN IN AUDIENCE
I hear your cousin Ted got the 
Republican nomination for governor.

ELEANOR
Then the Democrats are guaranteed 
to win!

Laughter. Eleanor turns to an aide.

ELEANOR (CONT'D)
What’s the nose count on the 
delegates?

Alice fumes.

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

Alice and Nicky, dressing.

ALICE
(helping him dress)

Nicky. You remember what kind of 
man my father was?
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NICHOLAS
Teddy Roosevelt? Who could forget?

ALICE
He hunted elephants and rhinos. And 
outlaws. Did a campaign speech 
right after getting shot. He hopped 
on a horse and declared war on the 
Spanish, for fun.

NICHOLAS
Yes.

ALICE
Papa was a freight train. Can you 
imagine what he would have done, if 
he had known you embarrassed me, 
again?

NICHOLAS
Alice –

ALICE
Let’s skip over the bit where you 
deny it and I slice you up like a 
ham. Last time you got on my bad 
side, I got you thrown out of 
Congress. Apparently you need 
another lesson.

NICHOLAS
Alice…

ALICE
You’re a powerful man, you want it 
all, mistresses. This time you were 
seen, at the hotel bar, at the 
Willard. Now every woman in 
Washington is talking. You made me 
look weak. And now it’s time for 
you to pay Mama.

NICHOLAS
Pay you? What do you mean? How?

ALICE
My daughter.

NICHOLAS
Paulina?

ALICE
I’ve sent her away, to protect her.
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NICHOLAS
Is that what you’re doing? You’re 
going to take away my daughter?

ALICE
Nicky, are you the only one in 
Washington who thinks Paulina is 
your daughter?

NICHOLAS
What do you…Borah. You’re sure?

ALICE
Ever since that fight over the Taft 
race, it’s been pretty hard to find 
you round my bedroom. I took Borah 
out for a glass of something, just 
to hear him talk. And the next 
thing you know…Paulina.

NICHOLAS
So you’re taking the baby away?

ALICE
Don’t be silly. I got her out of 
Washington so people can forget 
about you and your tramp and me and 
Borah for a while. Let them gossip 
about someone else. Already half 
the women in town are calling the 
baby Aurora Borah Alice. For now 
we’re going to concentrate on being 
the happy couple. Go get me your 
speech, I’ll fix it.

NICHOLAS
Is your brother Ted going to try 
for governor again?

ALICE
I need to light a fire under him. 
The sky’s the limit for that boy.

NICHOLAS
And what about me?

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

Nick sits up in his undershirt, breathing hard. 

NICHOLAS
Alice?
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He lays down again, clutching his left shoulder. 

INT. TRAIN CAR - DAY

Alice, 47, looks at Nick, in a coffin, and closes the lid. 
Nearby are two of his mistresses, one a girl named LAURA 
CURTIS. 

ALICE
I pushed him to make a presidential 
run, but he got lazy, said he 
wanted to remain as Speaker. The 
Republicans lost the House, all the 
air leaked right out of him. In a 
week he dropped dead.

LAURA
They tried to give you his House 
seat.

ALICE
I don’t have his patience for 
stupidity.

LAURA
Mrs. Roosevelt, you do know we were 
both Nicky’s mistresses, don’t you? 

ALICE
Why do you think you’re here? I’m 
going to set you up in that club on 
F Street. A great salon for the 
great minds, like Madame de 
Pompadour. She was a mistress too.

LAURA
So we’re going to be friends?

ALICE
You do know I'm a mistress just 
like you? Old Bill Borah. The only 
thing we had to quarrel about was 
Nicky, no point in that now.

LAURA
You have a reputation, you’ve got 
claws. 

ALICE
I don't fight with other women, 
it's not worth my time. 
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LAURA
Except Eleanor. 

ALICE
She's not a woman, she's a 
politician. She attacked my family. 

EXT. TRAIN STATION – DAY

Alice, 48, and Ted speak to a crowd from the back of a train.

ALICE
My brother and I – and he bears the 
name of a real Roosevelt, Theodore 
– we’re here to support President 
Hoover for 1932. Franklin is a weak 
man promoting a weak country. He 
will bring disaster upon us all. 
The Depression is the fault of the 
Democrats, and as an average 
citizen I resent it.

Applause. Ted pulls her aside. 

TED
Average citizen? We’re 
millionaires.

ALICE
Shush. Feather Duster is a nice 
boy, he’s fun, but he’s a Democrat 
and now we gotta kill him for what 
they did to you in '24.

TED
I thought you were pushing Borah?

ALICE
Borah did all he could to ruin his 
chances for the White House. He 
pushed that idiotic Kellogg plan, a 
law outlawing war with no way to 
enforce it except by war. 

TED
I know. President gift-wrapped the 
Secretary of State job for him, he 
said no.  

ALICE
Then he brassed off just about 
everyone who could help him win. 
And Nicky's dead. So it’s you.
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INT. ALICE’S HOUSE – NIGHT

Alice and Ted drink gin with depressed Republicans in Alice’s 
living room.

TED
Are you still planning on going to 
the White House when Franklin 
invites you? The nation’s at stake, 
it’s a betrayal.

ALICE
It’s just dinner. Eleanor has no 
clue how to run a kitchen. Or run a 
country – we didn’t elect her, why 
is she horning in on policy? Women, 
unions, colored people. The pants 
should come off Eleanor and go back 
on Franklin. Seriously, those she-
men and female impersonators she 
bothers with. I can hear her now.

High chirpy voice.

ALICE (CONT'D)
The cause of the working man and 
the cause of the neeeeeegro –

She stops because Eleanor has walked in.

ELEANOR
So that’s what I sound like on the 
radio. I’ll have to work on that. 
You should go into vaudeville.

EXT. WHITE HOUSE GARDEN – DAY

A picnic with the King and Queen of England holding paper 
plates with hot dogs. In a corner, Alice and Ted in shock.

ALICE
I can’t believe Eleanor gave the 
King of England hot dogs and beer. 
I offered to show Eleanor how to 
throw a White House function --

TED
Why are we here?
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ALICE
Franklin bet me that after all the 
nasty things I said, I wouldn’t 
dare show up here. I keep insulting 
them, they keep inviting me.

The King leaves FDR, and Ted and Alice approach him. 

FRANKLIN
Well, after Alice compared me to 
Mussolini, she wouldn’t dare to 
show her – hello!

TED
Hello Mr. President.

ALICE
Hello. Franklin.

FRANKLIN
I heard you didn’t like my 
appropriation supplement. I saved 
fifty million so you rich folks can 
keep your tax money.

ALICE
That’s nothing compared to what 
you’re spending. I hear you want a 
third term. Even Papa didn’t dare.

FRANKLIN
And then he changed his mind.

ALICE
I dare you to reject a third term. 
Publicly. Like he did.

FRANKLIN
You’d love that. Alice, I’m sure 
you’ve heard of the Liberty League?

ALICE
Bunch of bankers, I think.

FRANKLIN
Alice, you know exactly who they 
are. Bankers and businessmen wanted 
to hire a bunch of World War One 
veterans to overthrow me, replace 
me with General MacArthur.

ALICE
Bully for them.
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FRANKLIN
I have real enemies. Men who want 
to destroy me. I get death threats 
from people who mean it. You’re 
just a kitty cat with claws. We’re 
having the Harrimans over next 
week, I’ll send you an invite.

Ted and Alice move on; Eleanor approaches FDR.

ELEANOR
Alice just compared you to Hitler. 
NOW can we stop inviting her?

FRANKLIN
Fine. Someone over at State 
suggested we appoint Alice to a 
government job.

ELEANOR
Franklin, the answer is no.

FRANKLIN
Get her out of the country, a 
consulate somewhere?

Eleanor glares at him.

INT. AUDITORIUM – NIGHT

Franklin is giving a speech to a large audience. Everyone is 
applauding except Alice whose arms are folded.

FRANKLIN
The great malefactors of wealth 
hate me, and I welcome their 
hatred. Hello, Malice!

He waves. She glares. Crowd laughs.

FRANKLIN (CONT'D)
With the housing shortage here in 
the capital, it might due for the 
nonessentials to leave town. Alice, 
are you still up there?

Laughter. Eleanor takes the stage.

ELEANOR
We’ve heard rather a lot from 
Charles Lindbergh and the America 
First crowd, all those women 
flocking to his banner. 

(MORE)
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Now that women have the vote, they 
need to think clearly!

She is looking, of course, at Alice.

INT. OFFICE – DAY

Alice is in her AGENT's office, looking at Time magazine, 
which has Eleanor on the cover.

ALICE
Eleanor on the cover of time. 
You’re my agent, what am I paying 
you for?

AGENT
(gesturing with papers)

People want her book, not yours. 
People want her newspaper column, 
you’re is close to being canceled. 
Her speaking tour is outselling 
yours. You’re not the most famous 
woman in America anymore. Nobody 
likes a nag.

ALICE
I’m not backing down. She attacked 
my brother.

AGENT
That’s not the real reason.

ALICE
Franklin is sitting in the Oval 
Office where my brother ought to 
be.

NOTE: The President IS working in the Oval at this juncture. 

AGENT
Where you want to be.

ALICE
Eleanor is handing out hot dogs in 
my house! Franklin betrayed his own 
family and attacked our party. The 
New Deal is a disaster, bunch of do-
good nonsense.

AGENT
You had the chance to marry 
Franklin. You let him get away. 
Burns you, doesn’t it? 

ELEANOR (CONT'D)
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ALICE
I’m not in love with Feather 
Duster, don’t be silly.

INT. CHURCH - DAY

Alice looks at Borah, in a coffin. 

ALICE
So long, old man. Paulina misses 
you so. I didn't think she knew, 
but she's a clever girl. Perhaps 
I'll tell her about it someday. 

INT. WHITE HOUSE – DAY

Alice arrives at the White House. Eleanor nods off on a sofa 
and her purse falls to the floor. A revolver has fallen out.

ALICE
Eleanor. A gun?

ELEANOR
I’m out on the road constantly. You 
know how many death threats I have? 
When Franklin got this job I gave 
up all my appearances to do his, 
and I’m still exhausted. I can fall 
asleep almost anywhere. I was ready 
to leave Washington last year.

ALICE
Is it just because of that?

ELEANOR
He is incessantly busy. Even when 
he’s not, we just don’t enjoy each 
other’s company. I’m his partner, 
he still wants my approval –

ALICE
But you keep asking him for things 
he can’t do.

ELEANOR
He wants a yes man, not a woman who 
speaks her mind. And he has his 
appetites. They say a plain but 
honest women will get her man, it 
isn't so. Well, a woman who depends 
on a man for her happiness is 
dancing on the edge of a cliff.
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ALICE
Going off on another junket, 
wasting taxpayer money?

ELEANOR
Eleanor. I was in the Pacific, a 
hospital. I met every patient. Have 
you ever been to a burn ward? What 
are you doing for the war, Alice? 
Ah, there she is –

PAULINA, a beautiful but unsmiling teenager, has entered.

ALICE
You’re her favorite babysitter.

PAULINA
Mummy, I don’t need a b-b-b-b –

ALICE
Babysitter.

PAULINA
I want to go to the p-p-p-p-p –

ALICE
Pictures. The movie house is out of 
my way.

PAULINA
Eleanor, can we go to the p-p-p-
park?

ELEANOR
Course we can.

ALICE
Now don’t be a nuisance.

ELEANOR
It’s no trouble.

Alice walks out without looking at her daughter. Paulina 
sighs with relief.

ELEANOR (CONT'D)
Is she bullying you?

PAULINA
I never get my s-s-s-sentences out. 
She’s not a bad person. She just 
has no c-c-clue how to be a mother. 
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ELEANOR
I was never good at it either. 
You’re a clever girl.

PAULINA
I think I found the real thing. A 
boy. Get married, p-p-pop out a 
baby. 

(smiles)
Let papa teach him how to talk.

ELEANOR
You know you don’t stutter much 
when your mother is gone.

PAULINA
It’s not as bad as it looks. You 
csn't tell, but she's trying, hard. 

ELEANOR
I should tell you what she was like 
when she was your age. It's good 
that she's a fighter, but sometimes 
she's rough around the edges. It'll 
toughen you up. 

INT. WHITE HOUSE – NIGHT

Alice, FDR and Eleanor dine. The food looks dull.

FRANKLIN
Alright, what did I do wrong today? 
Child labor, Jewish refugees, the 
Japanese internment camps, day care 
for factory girls, Tuskegee airmen?

ELEANOR
Marian Anderson. The DAR is putting 
up roadblocks, she can’t sing in 
their hall because she’s a negro.

FRANKLIN
Eleanor, I’m not sure you 
understand how little power a 
president actually has.

ELEANOR
I need a place for her to sing, 
somewhere big, show those old 
battleaxes what’s what! And I want 
a national radio hookup!
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FRANKLIN
I’m not a movie promoter, what kind 
of big place do you think the 
president can give you?

EXT. LINCOLN MEMORIAL – DAY

Marian ANDERSON is in front of the Lincoln Memorial, before a 
massive crowd and a row of radio microphones. She and Eleanor 
look at the crowd, thrilled. Anderson launches into “My 
Country Tis Of Thee”. Alice watches from the crowd, stunned.

In the street, a policeman listens to the concert in his car.

Alice, now 55, begins to cry.

ALICE
Jesus, Eleanor, you’re a pistol.

EXT. NORMANDY BEACH – DAY

Ted, now 56 and wielding a cane, directs traffic. It's still 
a live-fire battle zone. 

SOLDIER
General, I think you saved this 
landing site.

TED
Get both your platoons over to that 
empty spot on the beach before the 
Germans come back and take it. 
Fifty six years old, Africa, Italy, 
France, I’m an idiot.

He climbs up a hill, lays in the back of a jeep and falls 
asleep. Minutes later, two corpsmen walks by.

MEDIC
Jesus, a lost general.

SECOND MEDIC
I got no pulse.

MEDIC
That’s my first one ever, man dies 
of natural causes. Heart attack.
Roosevelt, any relation?

SECOND MEDIC
Alice’s brother, I think.
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INT. CHURCH - DAY

Alice looks at Ted, in a coffin. 

ALICE
Here I am again. What were you 
thinking, stomping all over 
Normandy with that cane of yours? 
You're Papa all over again. It was 
fun fighting wars with you. 

Eleanor enters and they sit in a pew. 

ELEANOR 
Ted, Bill Borah, Nicky. They're up 
in heaven with all the other fellas 
who never got to be president. 
Having a beer with Bill Bryan and 
Al Smith. 

ALICE
I guess I can stop measuring the 
drapes in the East Room now. What a 
greedy fool I am.

INT. WHITE HOUSE – NIGHT

Alice lunches with an ailing FDR.

ALICE
That was a sweet note you sent for 
Ted’s funeral. Alright, refresher 
course, what did you learn from 
that court-packing nonsense?

FRANKLIN
The court plan was NOT 
dictatorship.

ALICE
I’m not talking about how immoral 
it was, I’m talking about how 
stupid it was. My whole life is 
spying on you Democrats, how you 
think. Your committee chairmen are 
southerners, they love tradition, 
you threw this new idea at them and 
you didn’t warn them.

FRANKLIN
Bunch of old fossils.
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ALICE
Then just when you were complaining 
about the Court, they stopped 
overturning your bills, made you 
look foolish. The Justices are 
better politicians than you. Then 
you swore to campaign against the 
Senators who opposed you, which was 
stupid, and then you couldn’t back 
it up, they all won. And now 
they’re blocking your bills worse 
than the Court did.

FRANKLIN
Anything else you don’t like?

ALICE
You criticize Eleanor for reaching 
out to negroes, but she’s swinging 
them all to your party. But she’s 
wrong about Tammany Hall, high time 
you made peace with them. She’s 
even more wrong about pushing you 
on the anti-lynching law, there’s 
no way those chairmen will let it 
through. So, top marks. You were 
clever in watering down the Social 
Security bill so it would pass. 
When you slowed down the relief 
spending and a recession hit, you 
had enough brains to turn the 
spigot back on. And using Lend 
Lease, sending destroyers to convoy 
supplies to the British, was 
clever. Illegal, but clever.

She looks up at him. He's rather stunned. 

FRANKLIN
Eleanor yells at me for my moral 
failings; you yell at me for 
strategic mistakes.

ALICE
My advice can save your neck. Her 
advice will lead you into 
quicksand. She thinks like a 
crusader, not a politician.

FRANKLIN
If you were a man, you might be in 
my chair right now, and then God 
help us.
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ALICE
The Republicans almost made me vice 
president in ’28. If Eleanor had 
been a man, she’d be something. 

FRANKLIN
Eleanor is living in Hyde Park now. 
She left.

Alice absorbs this. 

ALICE
I pushed you toward Lucy Mercer.

FRANKLIN
I see you at the State dinners, all 
you do is laugh. You’re a warm 
person. All this nonsense about 
your detached malevolence, sounds 
like an actor who’s trying too 
hard.

ALICE
Franklin, just imagine if you’d 
married me, brought me here to keep 
you out of trouble.

FRANKLIN
Sounds like you’re trying to get me 
into more trouble.

ALICE
I had these plans for Nicky, Borah, 
Ted, and soon no one will remember 
their names. We got old. 

She stands and leans on the presidential desk, territorial. 

ALICE (CONT'D)
Admit it. I would have been a 
fantastic president. 

FRANKLIN
(smiles)

You would have been a nightmare. 

ALICE
You look like death. Go lay on a 
beach for a week. 

92.



FRANKLIN
You know, if we can win the war 
quick, I may just resign and hand 
things over to the vice president. 
I’m exhausted. Ah, the bride.

Paulina has entered with her new husband.

FRANKLIN (CONT'D)
Sweetie, that’s a nice travel suit.

PAULINA
Thank you, Mister President.

Alice pulls Paulina aside. 

ALICE
When I married Nicky, I stopped 
having so many fights with Father 
and Edith, maybe it will be the 
same for us. Seriously now, this is 
the one thing I wanted to get 
right, even more than all my plots 
and schemes.

PAULINA
Still trying to get me back to 
college?

ALICE
No, seriously, go have fun. The 
time flies faster than you think.

INT. ALICE’S HOUSE – DAY

Laura runs to the house and finds Alice, now 61. 

LAURA
Alice, the President had some kind 
of stroke, down in Georgia.

ALICE
Is he coming back to the White 
House – oh no!

She looks into the street, and all the traffic is stopped.

ALICE (CONT'D)
It’s Franklin. That damn job 
finally killed him. I don't know if 
I have another funeral in me. My 
God, Eleanor.
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She watches as car after car rolls toward the White House.

EXT. SAN FRANCISCO STREET - DAY

Eleanor exits a large car and crosses to a large building 
where the UN is to meet. 

INT. UN SECURITY COUNCIL – DAY

The UN Security Council. Eleanor at the big round table, 
Alice in the back.

CHAIRMAN
Security Council, we have a quorum, 
back in session. 

RUSSIAN REPRESENTATIVE
We’ve been at this for three days.

ELEANOR
Russia has already swallowed up 
Poland and half a dozen other 
countries, you’d think they’d take 
their winnings and leave the table.

RUSSIAN REPRESENTATIVE
I move the question.

ELEANOR
The question is to round up 
millions of refugees from Eastern 
Europe, hand them to the Russian 
secret police by force. How is this 
different from the Nazis?

RUSSIAN REPRESENTATIVE
I move the question, I have the 
votes.

ELEANOR
I’ve spent twenty years counting 
votes in a real democracy. You, not 
so much. Fine, second the motion, 
show your cards.

The Russian raises his hand. Eleanor looks around. A silent 
moment passes. 

CHAIRMAN
The motion is defeated.

Cheers from the cheap seats.
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CHAIRMAN (CONT'D)
New motion, while we’re here. We 
spoke about writing a declaration 
on human rights, I move that the 
representative from the United 
States chair the committee. Show of 
hands.

Eleanor gets support from everyone on the Council. Finally 
even the Russian votes yes. Standing ovation. Eleanor sees 
where Alice is sitting and works her way over there.

ELEANOR
Sweet of you to come. Or were you 
hoping to see me fall on my face?

ALICE
We’ve been fighting for twenty 
years. Day like today, I feel a bit 
silly. I surrender, you win.

ELEANOR
Being with Franklin for forty 
years, the cheating, the polio, the 
campaigns, the death threats, it’s 
hard for me to feel anything about 
him. But he made it possible for me 
to do this.

ALICE
Alright, I’ll say it. He was a 
great man.

ELEANOR
Quite.

INT. FUNERAL HOME – DAY

A wake. Paulina’s husband lies dead. Paulina hands off a five-
year-old girl, JOANNA, to Alice.

PAULINA
Oh no, another one.

Paulina begins to have trouble breathing.

ALICE
I don’t – how can I help?

Paulina begins breathing normally. Leans on the coffin. 
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ALICE (CONT'D)
Nothing quite like seeing a child 
in trouble and you don’t know what 
to do. And now another funeral.

PAULINA
My husband and I, we both drank 
something fierce, he just couldn’t 
stop.

ALICE
You know I wanted to help with 
Joanna.

PAULINA
I needed a house without you in it, 
Mama.

ALICE
At least you came and campaigned 
for Taft with me, Republican to 
your bones. You feel any better?

PAULINA
The headaches never stop and I 
can’t sleep. If I take the pills I 
need to stop drinking. I’m sorry 
about a lot of things I said.

ALICE
Someday I’ll tell you about my 
teenage years. Looking forward to 
your trip?

PAULINA
I have just enough money that I can 
go to Europe and then lay in bed 
for a week.

ALICE
I really do want to help.

PAULINA
I know.

INT. FUNERAL HOME – DAY

Eleanor and Joanna, now eleven, enter. 

JOANNA
I've never seen Grandma like this. 
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ELEANOR
She's fought more wars than you 
ever heard of, she's been to more 
funerals, she will be just fine -- 

They find Paulina dead in a coffin, and Alice, a crumpled 
wreck, in a black suit. She's 73.

ELEANOR (CONT'D)
What happened with Paulina?

ALICE
The gossip rags called it suicide, 
but it wasn’t. She was happy, she 
was making plans. But she kept 
mixing up the liquor and the pills. 
It was an accident.

ELEANOR
I’ve seen that suit. We’re meeting 
at an awful lot of funerals.

ALICE
This is different! There she is –

Alice puts her arms around Joanna.

ELEANOR
I don’t think I ever saw you hug 
anybody. Touch anybody.

ALICE
It’s not my way. 

JOANNA
It’s okay, I don’t mind.

ELEANOR
(to Alice)

You were never a weeper, no pearl-
clutching, no vapors. Now put on 
your face and saddle up. 

INT. LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Alice is at a cocktail party with Margaret Smith, a Senator. 
She holds Joanna close.

SMITH
Paulina’s daughter.
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ALICE
I can hardly bear to say her name. 
Just like Papa when Mama died. Long 
as I hang onto Joanna she can’t get 
away from me. How long are you 
going to be the only woman in the 
Senate?

SMITH
Not long if I don't get reeelected. 
Joe McCarthy hates my guts, he's 
gunning for me. How have you lasted 
so long? You drink, you smoke….

ALICE
You’re not going to see me buried 
in Arlington anytime soon….

SMITH
Arlington? Not going to be buried 
alongside Nicky?

ALICE
Buried in Cincinnati? Isn’t that 
redundant?

SMITH
So why is it you never ran for 
office? If I can do it, you can.

ALICE
There’s only one office I’d want, 
the big white building.

SMITH
McCarthy’s coming tonight?

ALICE
Yes, McCarthy is coming to be 
crowned by Republican royalty. 
Ready for a fight?

MCCARTHY enters and works the room, finally coming to Smith.

MCCARTHY
Miz Smith.

SMITH
That's Senator to you.

MCCARTHY
And I’m going to have you thrown 
off my committee next week.
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SMITH
How very disappointing. I’m going 
to lose the pleasure of your 
company.

MCCARTHY
I’m giving that seat to a real 
American. A man of honesty and 
integrity.

SMITH
And who might that be?

MCCARTHY
Richard Nixon! Well here’s one 
friendly face. Mrs Longworth, rock-
ribbed Republican! None of that New 
Deal socialism for you.

ALICE
No indeed.

MCCARTHY
Here's my blind date! I am going to 
call you Alice!

ALICE
Senator McCarthy, you are not going 
to call me Alice.

MCCARTHY
Beg pardon?

ALICE
The trashman and the policeman on 
my block call me Alice, but you may 
not.

MCCARTHY
As you say. Mrs Longworth.

ALICE
You may be the king of Washington 
right now, and Maggie here may be a 
pariah. But anybody who tangles 
with her, is going to end up 
tangling with me. 

MCCARTHY
Come again?

ALICE
You remember Tom Dewey? Little man 
on the wedding cake? 

(MORE)
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I cut Dewey down to size, I can do 
the same for you. You’re a cheap 
creature with no manners.

MCCARTHY
Well, your father was a wild man 
back in his day…

ALICE
Papa made men better than they were 
before. You drag men down to your 
level. You turn brave men into 
cowardly thugs, and artists into 
censors. You took Nixon, a hungry, 
vulnerable man, and turned him into 
a gangster. You created a hundred 
informers and a thousand liars….

MCCARTHY
Your father was a fighter too.

ALICE
Papa kept his punches above the 
belt. He fought like a gentleman. 
My father would put a buffalo’s 
head on his wall – you want people 
up there. Truman’s head, Marshall. 

SMITH
You want to show you can do it, so 
everyone will give you a wide 
berth.

ALICE
My father loved everyone…even me. 
And I was so obnoxious that four 
presidents banned me from the White 
House. Don’t ever say my father's 
name in my presence…..Have a 
pleasant evening.

MCCARTHY
Senator. I’ll see you on the floor.

SMITH
So to speak.

McCarthy exits.

SMITH (CONT'D)
Where’s he going? I thought this 
was going to be his big night.

ALICE (CONT'D)
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ALICE
Didn’t even stay to try out my 
bourbon. And that’s a man who can 
hurt a bottle of bourbon.

SMITH
Can you help me on the Hill? Ready 
for one more ride up San Juan Hill?

ALICE
On our honeymoon I insisted on 
going to Cuba to see the 
battlefield, this great hill Papa 
conquered. The hill was, and I’m 
being generous, a mild slope. But 
it made for a great story.

She looks at her drink. 

ALICE (CONT'D)
You know, Ike's not so smart. I 
could run against Eisenhower. 

SMITH
Eisenhower conquered Europe. You 
should have run against Truman, you 
would have had a chance. 

ALICE
He barely beat Dewey. I could have 
mopped the floor with him. 

INT. ALICE’S HOUSE - DAY

Alice and Eleanor play cards, a newspaper nearby.

ALICE
I can’t believe you’re tackling 
civil rights and Tammany Hall all 
at the same time.

ELEANOR
I fight to move things forward, not 
block everything that moves. See 
this? Jewish refugees, trapped on a 
boat in Cyprus. When you blocked 
the League of Nations, this is what 
happens. The trouble is, I see 
through your act.

ALICE
You think I’m acting?
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ELEANOR
You’re turning into a Democrat.

ALICE
Alright, those are fighting words.

ELEANOR
Every time the Republicans come up 
with a nominee, you sabotage him. 
You called Willkie a country club 
Republican, put Franklin back in 
the White House. You undermined 
Taft’s son. You called Dewey the 
little man on the wedding cake, 
gave the race to Truman. 

ALICE
Oh, hogwash. 

ELEANOR
You said Eisenhower was dull, you 
said Nixon was asinine, you said 
that man Goldwater is just mean. 
You ran Joe McCarthy out of town. 
And Douglas MacArthur…

ALICE
Never trust a man who combs his 
hair straight from his left armpit.

ELEANOR
And you’ve fallen in love with the 
Kennedys.

ALICE
How do I prove to you that I’m 
still a Republican, kick a hobo? 
Steal candy from a baby?

INT. HUGE UPPER-CLASS LIVING ROOM – NIGHT

The Kennedys are hosting an intellectual get-together at a 
big brick home called Hickory Hill. JACK, Jackie and BOBBY 
host. Alice attends. An old cellist is finishing a song.

ALICE
Beautiful piece Pablo, I heard you 
when you came to the White House in 
’04.
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JACK
Next week Alice is bringing in that 
Yale man to talk about nuclear 
fission, but today we’ve got Doctor 
Prentiss, he’s been working on 
genes and chromosomes. So charge 
your glasses and powder your noses.

ALICE
Bobby, you like these powwows? 
Jack’s the reader, you’re the 
revolutionary.

BOBBY
It’s the Irish in me, we’re all 
revolutionaries. You haven’t had me 
to one of your dinners in weeks.

ALICE
I was in the cancer ward for a bit.

BOBBY
Everything alright?

ALICE
Race you down the hill, boy. 

BOBBY
You haven’t said anything vile 
about Eleanor’s autobiography.

ALICE
It was astounding. She’s a 
marvelous writer.

BOBBY
But you’d never tell her that.

ALICE
Well, Alice's favorite subject is 
Alice, and there’s not enough of me 
in the book. A good thing, after 
all those nasty things I did. 

BOBBY
You feel bad about attacking people 
who are defenseless?

ALICE
Ha! Eleanor was never defenseless. 
We came after Franklin in 1920 and 
she came right back at us, 
slaughtered my brother Ted in ’24.
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A string quartet plays a waltz and people dance. Bobby sees a 
gawky girl standing in a corner. 

BOBBY
Always look out for the shy ones. 

And he asks the girl to dance. 

EXT. OUTSIDE A CHURCH - DAY

Eleanor's funeral. One limousine after another rolls by. 

A police car has a radio on. 

RADIO ANNOUNCER (O.S.)
Eleanor Roosevelt, first lady for 
twelve years, has died at the age 
of 78, seventeen years after her 
husband. 

A massive crowd lines the street. Some carry signs. One says 
"Eleanor, I'm Glad You're Dead". 

INT. ALICE’S HOUSE – DAY

Lyndon JOHNSON pays a call. Music plays. Alice is 84. 

JOHNSON
You got that hat on, I can’t kiss 
you.

ALICE
That’s why I wore it.

JOHNSON
Good Lord, is that the Beatles?

ALICE
I like them, what can I say? I know 
you’re a man of flavor, you like 
your fun, you should turn on the 
radio once in a while.

JOHNSON
Had my appendix out, want to see?

He shows his scar.

ALICE
Thank God it wasn’t your prostate.
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JOHNSON
You didn’t go to Eleanor’s funeral.

ALICE
What, steal the spotlight with my 
big hat? Eleanor deserved to be the 
star just once. Did you see the 
signs?

JOHNSON
Out in the street?

ALICE
Big brawling man with a sign, “We 
hate Eleanor”. When you bring out 
that civil rights bill, all those 
big brawling boys will be out in 
the streets again.

JOHNSON
I used to be one of em, I know. I 
just had a long trip to the 
woodshed with Walter Washington. 
Colored man, wants to be mayor.

ALICE
I should run for office, finally. 
Walter can be mayor, I’ll be his 
deputy. You know who you should 
talk to? Gloria Steinem and Bella 
Abzug.

JOHNSON
Eleanor was right, you are tacking 
to the left.

ALICE
And those gay liberation boys.

JOHNSON
The homophiles? In the White House? 
You’re speaking in code, aren’t 
you? This is about Bobby.

ALICE
Bobby Kennedy. You’re a perceptive 
man, you know he wants to run. And 
you know I’m meeting him next.

JOHNSON
Is this an audition?
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ALICE
The first presidential candidate I 
ever met fought in the civil war. 
I've seen a lot of you go by, I can 
tell a winner when I see one. 

INT. ALICE’S HOUSE - DAY

And now Alice interviews Bobby Kennedy. 

ALICE
Bobby, I heard you were going to go 
on a tour of Appalachia.

BOBBY
I’ve been hearing these terrible 
things, kids starving to death. 
They need doctors, running water.

ALICE
How can the boy who wants to save 
West Virginia, be the same boy who 
got in bed with McCarthy?

BOBBY
What can I say? We chickened out on 
McCarthy.

ALICE
Eleanor had the same problem with 
Franklin. He always wanted to run 
away from a fight. You would have 
had to push Jack into the ring, a 
lot, if he had lived.

BOBBY
If only Jack had more time.

ALICE
He was a good sport, naming the 
Longworth Office Building after my 
husband. Pretty plucky for a 
Democrat. ...You’re angry, but 
you’re not a brawler or a bully 
like McCarthy. Suffering makes you 
angry. Pain. Hunger. 

BOBBY
So it's a good thing. 

106.



ALICE
No, it's childish. Anger is the 
most useless resource on the 
planet, never fixed anything, never  
solved anything. Take it from me, 
it's exhausting. I learn everything 
the hard way. 

BOBBY
Since you’re interviewing me for 
the presidency, anything else you 
don’t like?

ALICE
Oh good Lord yes. On the positive 
side, you seem to grasp right and 
wrong. Loud idiots and bullies, you 
slap them down, but you make sure 
the wallflower gets to dance. 

BOBBY
And on the other side.

ALICE
Lyndon Johnson was the smartest 
leader we had in the Senate in 200 
years, he told you how you needed 
to get your bills through Congress, 
but you refused to listen to him 
because you were too busy making 
fun of him.

BOBBY
Senator Cornpone. Yes, that was a 
little silly.

ALICE
That’s why he got credit for the 
civil rights bill, and not you and 
Jack: you don’t listen, and you 
were afraid of Lyndon. 

BOBBY
Anything else?

ALICE
You have incredibly thin skin, 
which is a fatal disease for a 
president.

BOBBY
I’m still learning.
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ALICE
Learn faster. I would pick Lyndon 
over you, quite frankly, but he’s 
told so many lies about Vietnam 
that I think he’s doomed. So get 
your act together, because you have 
a good shot at winning.

BOBBY
I'm not sure I've ever met anyone 
like you. Why is it you did all 
those insane things you did?

ALICE
Sigmund Freud said I just wanted a 
penis. 

BOBBY
Good Lord --

ALICE
Which is just silly, because I've 
had lots of them. 

BOBBY
I'm sorry I asked. No, seriously, 
what did you want all that time? 

ALICE
I just wanted my sled. Rosebud!

BOBBY
Oh stop it.

ALICE
What a stupid movie. Charles Foster 
Kane was a powerful man, the whole 
world listened to him, and all he 
wanted was to go back to Gopher 
Gulch, Colorado, with his Mummy and 
his sled? No. He wanted it all, 
just like we all do. 

Joanna comes in and gives Alice a big hug, puts her left arm 
around her. She’s 22 and notices Bobby immediately.

ALICE (CONT'D)
Watch the liquor, Joanna!

JOANNA
So, Senator, you’re going to run?
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BOBBY
And that’s how I know you’re 
Alice’s baby. You know, Alice, I’ve 
seen you at a hundred parties, 
balls, dinners. I almost never see 
you let anyone touch you.

ALICE
It drove Nicky insane.

BOBBY
Until Joanna came along.

ALICE
Well, she’s sweet. And you’re very 
clever at changing the subject.

BOBBY
The answer, Joanna, is very likely.

ALICE
Well, if you win, I live right down 
the street, when you get in hot 
water. 

INT. FUNERAL HOME – DAY

Bobby is in the coffin this time. Alice is a wreck. 

ALICE
Damn. You were the one. You were 
the one. 

EXT. IN A CAR ON PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE - DAY

Alice is getting a lift from a black driver named ISAAC. An 
unusual traffic jam.

ALICE
So how you getting by?

ISAAC
Same as always. Wife having all 
kinds of trouble roping those kids.

ALICE
Still got trouble with the other 
job?

ISAAC
There's things I got to do, to get 
by with those people. 

(MORE)
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Don't have the patience I used to 
have. You heard about Bobby 
Kennedy? So they got him too.

ALICE
What's the trouble up there?

ISAAC
Car broke down, blocking the road.

Another car tries to jump the cue; Isaac yanks on the brake.

ISAAC (CONT'D)
What in the hell --

The other driver, older, leaps out and sees Isaac.

DRIVER
What the hell are you doing, you 
black bastard?

Alice emerges from the vehicle.

ALICE
He's taking me to my destination, 
you white son of a bitch!

DRIVER
And who the hell are you?

ALICE
You want to find out? You bastards 
killed Martin, isn't that enough? 
And now Bobby's gone. 

Alice, slowly but menacingly, walks toward the driver. A 
policeman approaches.

POLICEMAN
Miz Longworth, we got another crash 
back here?

ALICE
No no, just some old boy forgot he 
lost the war.

ISAAC
Well, good Lord.

ALICE
Papa said I'm too mean.

ISAAC (CONT'D)
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INT. ALICE’S HOUSE - DAY

Alice, 96, on the telephone.

ALICE
Yes, I’d like to speak to President 
Carter please. This is Alice 
Roosevelt Longworth. You just tell 
him the name…
Yes, I’m still here…
Mister President, how lovely to 
hear your voice…
Yes, I tried to contact you about 
the Panama Canal…
Yes, I’m sure you had the best of 
intentions…
Yes, I’m – I beg your pardon?...
No, Mister President, I am not 
Franklin Roosevelt’s daughter, I am 
Teddy Roosevelt’s daughter...
Not that it’s any of your business, 
but I’m ninety-six…
Well, clearly you’re new to this. 
That canal you just gave away, down 
Panama? My father went to a lot of 
trouble to build it. Look out your 
window toward the east. See that 
building near the Capitol?...
The House Office Building? No, 
that’s the LONGWORTH House Office 
Building. It was named after my 
husband. Now look to your left, see 
that big tree? Right underneath it, 
I buried a voodoo doll, to put a 
curse on William Taft’s wife. It 
worked, they lost the election…
And that deal you’re trying to make 
for all those refugees from Cuba? 
The country my father took from the 
Spanish? You might want to be 
careful, Castro has outsmarted four 
presidents already...
Yes, Alice Roosevelt, you’ve got me 
now...
I’d love to come for tea next week, 
long as you have some bourbon…
Send a car, I live on Embassy Row, 
2009 Massachusetts Avenue…
I’m quite sure of the address, I 
moved here from the White House in 
1906, the wagons were drawn by 
horses…

(MORE)
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Don’t know how long I’ll be around, 
though, I’ve had two mastectomies – 
I’m the only topless octogenarian 
in Washington. When I was eighty I 
could still touch the tip of my 
nose with my toe, polio and all, 
but now I don’t press my luck. My 
age, a broken hip might as well be 
a broken skull…
Yes, I can tell you a thing or two 
about how this town works, I know 
where all the bodies are buried…
Looking forward to it. 

(hangs up)
Carter. A Democrat who doesn’t 
drink. What is this country coming 
to?

EXT. WHITE HOUSE GARDEN - DAY

Alice kneels, a tiny shovel in her hands, a gardener and a 
Secret Service man standing by. She digs up the Nellie Taft 
voodoo doll she buried there half a century before, wrapped 
in burlap which is now in tatters.

ALICE
Nellie Taft. What can I say? Here, 
I'll even pull out the voodoo pins.

She rises, wipes the dirt off her knees, picks up her cane, 
straightens out her hat. And begins to march resolutely down 
Pennsylvania Avenue, leaving the White House behind. Joanna 
takes her hand.

JOANNA
Want to see the Empire Strikes Back 
again?

ALICE
The sequel was better. But that 
nonsense about the Kessel Run. A 
parsec is not a unit of time. It's 
a unit of distance. 

FADE OUT.
THE END. 

ALICE (CONT'D)

112.


